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As a little girl growing up in Kenya, it dawned on me that Wangari 


Maathai was one of the most learned and respected women in my 


community. People would talk about her humble background and 


her path to becoming the first woman to get a PhD in East Africa. 


It wowed me. I was drawn to her journey and excited that one day, 


maybe one day, I could get my PhD, too.


Although I am no Wangari Maathai, it’s easy to see myself in this 


story. From Central Kenya, to Kansas, to the academy, I followed 


the same path two decades ago. It’s women like Wangari Maathai 


that showed Kenyan women like myself the way. She made the 


little village girls and boys who could hardly speak English believe 


that it was possible to be anything we aspired to be.


This book maps out that path and unfolds Wangari’s path to 


greatness in a seamless and beautiful narrative. I hope that 


everyone who reads this book can take away one lesson – believe 


in yourself. Regardless of your background, you too can change 


the world.


Jane Irungu, Ph.D., University of Oklahoma
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Author’ s note


When the book editor approached me about Wangari’s 


story, I did a little research and quickly decided, 


yes! I want young readers to know and understand 


her devotion to a better environment for our world. 


Reading about Wangari’s fascinating life made me 


realize we all have passions and gifts. They differ from 


person to person. Wangari’s was focused on improving 


the environment so others could live healthy and 


fulfilling lives, especially children.


As you turn the last page, think about what you can do to 


keep our environment productive and clean. Remember 


Wangari’s selflessness. Remember how a small tree 


seedling can grow into a tree that will provide shade, food, 


clean water and beauty for people just like you.
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