














Exploring the
Greek Mosaic


A GUIDE TO INTERCULTURAL
COMMUNICATION IN GREECE


Benjamin J. Broome




The InterAct Series


GEORGE W. RENWICK, Series Editor


Other books in the series:


AU CONTRAIRE! FIGURING OUT THE FRENCH


BORDER CROSSINGS: AMERICAN INTERACTIONS WITH ISRAELIS


BUENOS VECINOS


A COMMON CORE: THAIS AND AMERICANS


CONSIDERING FILIPINOS


ENCOUNTERING THE CHINESE


A FAIR GO FOR ALL: AUSTRALIAN/AMERICAN INTERACTIONS


FROM DA TO YES: UNDERSTANDING THE EAST EUROPEANS


FROM NYET TO DA: UNDERSTANDING THE RUSSIANS


GERMANY: UNRAVELING AN ENIGMA


GOOD NEIGHBORS: COMMUNICATING WITH THE MEXICANS


INTO AFRICA


SPAIN IS DIFFERENT


UNDERSTANDING ARABS: A GUIDE FOR WESTERNERS


WITH RESPECT TO THE JAPANESE





Exploring the
Greek Mosaic



A GUIDE TO INTERCULTURAL
COMMUNICATION IN GREECE


Benjamin J. Broome


[image: image]




First published by Intercultural Press. For information, contact:






	






	Intercultural Press, Inc.


	Nicholas Brealey Publishing







	Hachette Book Group


	Carmelite House







	53 State Street


	50 Victoria Embankment







	Boston, MA 02109, USA


	London EC4Y ODZ







	Tel: (617) 523-3801


	Tel: 020 3122 6000







	www.interculturalpress.com


	www.nbrealey-books.com








© 1996 by Benjamin J. Broome


Book design and production by Patty J. Topel


Cover illustration and design by Patty J. Topel


Mosaic pattern taken from the House of Dionysos, a late second-/early third-century Greco-Roman house excavated in Nea Paphos in Cyprus.


All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission from the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles or reviews.


Printed in the United States of America


04    03    02    01    00        2    3    4    5    6


eISBN: 978-1-47364-373-4




Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data


Broome, Benjamin J.


Exploring the Greek mosaic : a guide to intercultural communication in Greece / Benjamin J. Broome.


p. cm.


Includes bibliographical references and index.


ISBN 978-1-473643-73-4


1. Intercultural communication—Greece. 2. Greece—Civilization. 3. United States—Relations—Greece. 4. Greece—Relations—United States. I. Title.


P94.65.G8B76 1996






	949.5—dc


	95-52223  







	 


	CIP      














Acknowledgments



I am grateful to all those who contributed their thoughts and support to this book, including the following people:


Aliki Bafilia, Yiorgos Bafilias, John Bailey, Gordon Ball, George Besi, John Bilimatsis, Diana Chigas, Aleco Christakis, James Clambaneva, Wess and Marylin DuBrisk, Argyro Efthimiou, Sloane Elliot, Susanne Gosselin, Mike Hemovich, Petter Hennum, Herakles Ipiotis, Zoe Karantzalis, Stathis Kormentzas, Dimitrios Koutsodimitropoulos, Ioulietta LaouriKalli, Vasili Liarakos, Michael Lowy, Theodore Lyras, Nikolas Manticas, Anastasios Marcos, Demetria Moran, Don Munn, David Neighbor, Vassiliki (Kiki) Nikiforidou, Rena and Madeleine Pappas, Nikos Pirounakis, Andreas Poulakis, John Priamou, George Salimbene, Tom Scotes, Phillip Sell, Costas Sophoulis, Lykis Spartiotis, Nicos Tatsis, Symeon Tsomokos, Paris Tsoukalas, Viola Tzortziopoulou, Eleni Varika, George Vayatis, James Williams, Lillian Yamasaki, Christos Zeris, and others who did not wish to have their names included.


Special thanks go to my families in Greece—Velissarios, Ditsa, and Myrka Anthes; and Ioannes, Katerina, and Iris Kapelouzos—who have offered me their homes for extended periods of time while in Athens. I especially appreciate the generous offer of Ioanna Varika, who allowed me to use her son’s garden apartment in Athens to finish my writing during the summer of 1994. Its expansive view of the Saronic Gulf, Mt. Imitos, and the Acropolis, along with the wonderful light that flooded its interior throughout the day, provided me much inspiration and energy at a critical point in my writing. Patrick Leigh Fermor read an early draft of the manuscript and gave me encouragement to continue. I thankfully acknowledge George Mason University for granting me a semester study leave to complete the manuscript, and I especially appreciate the support and encouragement of Don Boileau, my department chair.


I thoroughly enjoyed working with the staff of Intercultural Press, particularly David Hoopes, whose detailed editing and insightful comments gave clarity and coherence to the manuscript and simultaneously taught me much about good writing style.


Finally, I wish to express my deep gratitude to my lifelong companion, Bliss Little, my partner and colleague during my experiences in Ellada (Greece), whose presence and inspiration provided strength for staying the course during an uncertain journey through an unpredictable landscape.





Table of Contents



Preface


1    Introduction: Images of Greece


2    Looking Forward to the Past


The Setting


The Greek Approach to History


Defining Moments in Recent Greek History


Greek Identity


The Greek Diaspora


The Future


3    Cornerstones of Greek Culture


The Village Community


The Family


Religion


Elasticity and Tradition


4    The Greek Way


Contradictions and Paradoxes


Greeks and Barbarians


Philotimo: The Essence of Greek Character


Interpersonal Tension and Struggle


Communication Style and the Role of Kouvenda


Competition and Relational Struggle


Tension and the Sense of Being Alive


5    The Rhythm of Work


Attitudes toward Work


Individualism and Egalitarianism


Management Style


Time Orientation


Efficiency and Productivity


Approach to Rules and Regulations


Getting Things Done


Advice to the Foreign Manager


Finding the Right Management Style


6    Images of the Other


Greek Images of Americans


American Images of Greeks


The Complexity of Images


7    Developing Positive Relationships


The Company of Others


In the Right Mood


Engaged in Dialogue


Entering the Greek Social World


A Spirit of Discovery


Words of Caution and Encouragement


Postscript


Glossary


Resources


About the Author


Index





Preface



Making generalizations about Greeks is not an easy task. I am sure that many Greek readers will disagree with some of the statements I have made about their culture. The difficulty of describing cultural patterns in a manner that does not distort reality is one that challenges any writer who dares to enter a world that is not his or her own. Generalizations are inherently misleading, yet without them the human mind cannot survive the onslaught of incoming stimuli that results from new experiences. This creates a dilemma about how best to present observations and hypotheses about other cultures.


My own response to this issue is not a simple one, but it allows me to seek general cultural patterns while avoiding putting individuals into preconceived molds or stereotypes. The key lies in learning what it is that people in the society consider appropriate and acceptable. In those cases when I am talking with someone who does not exhibit a particular cultural attitude or behavior, he or she may nevertheless consider it appropriate and acceptable for others to do so. If several people are surprised by a conclusion that I have formed about the culture, then it is likely that I am mistaken. If there is general consensus, however, that such an attitude or behavior is appropriate and acceptable within the society, then I can be more confident in making a statement about cultural characteristics.


I believe it is best to view culture as a vast reservoir of values, attitudes, and communication patterns that exist within a society, and from which its people obtain the nourishment that shapes their own worldview and their understanding of what is appropriate behavior. As individuals grow up in a society, they draw from this reservoir to form their own character and personality. However, the reservoir is much too large for any one person to partake of its full range of content, and people are selectively exposed to only certain parts of the whole; even when exposed to the same content, people usually respond in different ways. Although there is a certain consistency and congruence among the various elements making up the reservoir, there are competing elements, sometimes resulting in contradictions and paradoxes. In addition, some people have access to other reservoirs from other societies. Finally, the reservoir itself is constantly being replenished with fresh waters from the various streams that feed into the main body of values, attitudes, and behavior patterns. In today’s global society, these feeder streams are certainly not “pristine waters.” Some of them are polluted, and some of them have been enriched with nutrients from afar.


In reading the pages of this book, it is best to view my descriptions of Greek culture as trail markers that provide direction rather than as the reality you will encounter. This guide can help you map your journey, and it can assist you in understanding the episodes along the way. It cannot guarantee success, but it can serve as a starting point for dialogue with the many people that I hope you will meet during your own exploration of the Greek mosaic.
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Introduction: Images of Greece



When I ask friends or acquaintances to describe their images of contemporary Ellada, better known to English language speakers as the country of Greece,1 their portrayals usually center on either Greek antiquity, island beaches, or a leaping Zorba. Most can readily point to contributions of fifth-century B.C. Greeks to the development of Western civilization: Athens is cited as the birthplace of Western democracy; Greeks are credited with the invention of Western logic, mathematics, and science; and Greek art and philosophy are referred to as the basis of Western civilization. Travelers from Europe, the United States, Canada, and Australia come by the hundreds of thousands each year to visit the Acropolis and its magnificent Parthenon, to see the Greek statues and vases on display in the museums, and to walk the streets of the agora2 (marketplace), where Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle conversed with the people of ancient Athens.


Accompanying these historical images are mental pictures of the sun, sea, and villages of the Greek islands. Indeed, thousands crowd the beaches of the Greek shores each year, enjoying the brilliant sunlight, the tranquil waters, and the refreshing breezes of kalokeri (summer), under the limitless Greek sky that Patrick Leigh Fermor described as “higher and lighter and which surrounds one closer and stretches further into space than anywhere else in the world.”3 During the day, sun worshipers soak up the therapeutic rays of the Mediterranean sunshine, and at night tourists fill the tavernas (restaurants) lining the waterfronts of fishing villages. They leisurely pass the evening consuming simple but savory food cooked in olive oil and garlic, seasoned with herbs gathered from the mountains, and served with fresh seasonal fruits.


Complementing these visions of island paradise are stereotypes of the Greek character. While most of my friends have personally known few, if any, Greeks as individuals, almost all have seen the movie Zorba the Greek. They readily recall his zest for life in the face of adversity and his attempts to help his stiff English employer free himself from the chains of worry. We think immediately of the music, dance, and carefree attitude portrayed in this film, and we expect all Greeks to exhibit the character of Zorba.


In magazines, tourist brochures, postcards, movies, and textbooks these images of Greece are spread to Europe, North America, and elsewhere, inviting all to visit what the Greek National Tourist Organization calls the “Land Chosen by the Gods.” In response, approximately six million tourists visit Greece each year, including nearly one-half million from the United States. Unfortunately, few people understand much about the people, culture, and traditions of contemporary Greece. Tourists are often surprised to find Athens a bustling, modern city, facing problems common to all urban areas: traffic jams, pollution, shortage of open space, and limited room to expand. The ancient statues and paintings of Hermes, Poseidon, Aphrodite, and Demeter provide tourists with few clues to understanding the people of modern Greece. New arrivals feel confused and caught up in chaos, suspecting that they have mistakenly arrived in Lebanon, Turkey, or a Middle Eastern country. At first glance, Greece seems far from the “birthplace of Western civilization.”


The incomplete picture we hold of Greece is due in part to a lack of information and attention. While textbooks on philosophy, art, and science in the West generally present a great deal of information about the Greeks of antiquity, they rarely mention postclassical Greece. For example, we read in our history books that the early Christian church split into East and West in the fourth century, but we learn very little about the Eastern church after that time. Few realize the extent of its empire or the advances in intellectual thought that occurred in the East between the formal division of the Roman Empire in A.D. 395 and the fall of Constantinople in 1453. For over a thousand years, the Byzantine Empire flourished, while in the West the Dark Ages set in. Similarly, we learn about the war between Athens and Sparta in the fifth century B.C., but we are unaware of the Greek war for independence from the Ottomans4 that started in 1821 and resulted in the birth of Greece as a nation. Most of us do not know that Greeks were under the rule of the Ottoman Empire for four hundred years and that they struggled during this time to maintain their language and customs. In like manner, we learn very little from our World War II history books about the brutal German occupation of Greece, and we are almost totally unaware of the divisive civil war that followed. Even today, our newspapers report practically nothing about events in Greece, unless hijackings or terrorist bombings occur. Thus, when we visit Greece, we find ourselves almost completely ignorant of the issues that fill the daily newspapers and conversations in the homes and kafenia (coffee shops).


Another basic factor that contributes to the lack of information about Greece in the United States is the relatively minor importance placed on its economic and military position in the spectrum of U.S. relations with the rest of the world. Prior to the Second World War, the United States and Greece had few political ties. In 1947 the Truman Doctrine opened a new era in U.S. relations with Greece. U.S. economic aid played a key role in Greece’s recovery from the German occupation of World War II, while U.S. military aid provided the means for the Greek Nationalist forces to defeat the Communist army in its struggle for control of Greece. Yet as late as 1974 Greece was still not part of the European Bureau of the U.S. State Department. Instead, it was located in the Near East section, where Iranian, Arab, and Israeli relations dominated the attention of top officials. Only in a few instances, such as the assumption of power by the military junta in 1967 or the Turkish military intervention in Cyprus in 1974, has Greece received significant attention from the U.S. government.


Of course, it is unfair to imply that Greece holds no importance to the United States. It is well known that ideas of a republican democracy are based in part on the democratic practices of ancient Athens, but most people are not aware that Greek was a candidate in the early Congress as the official language of the United States. The new government, seeking to differentiate itself from England, is said to have defeated by a single vote a measure that would have resulted in the transaction of all government business in Greek.5 Although it did not become the official language, Greek nevertheless permeates our everyday speech in ways of which we are not aware. Of the nearly 166,000 words in Webster’s International Dictionary of the English Language, over 41,000, or 25 percent of the total, are of Greek origin. Of the approximately 40,000 words in our vernacular speech, over 5,000 are based on the Greek language. In specialized scientific fields, particularly medicine, nearly 50 percent of the terminology is Greek.6


Greece borders on Albania, Bulgaria, and the former Yugoslavian state of Macedonia and, along with its neighbor Turkey, forms the southeastern flank of NATO. During times when Soviet aggression was perceived as a threat, Greece held a great deal of strategic importance. The United States has maintained military bases in Greece over the years, although most of these were closed in 1990 and 1991. The U.S. State Department estimates that there are over three million persons of Greek descent living in the United States,7 and a strong Greek lobby has continuously made sure that Greece is not forgotten in matters of military aid.


Greece draws people from the United States for many different reasons. Students of history, archeology, and art come to Greece to visit and study at libraries, excavations, and museums. Honeymooners and retired couples book cruises in the Aegean. Sun worshipers rent rooms and villas near the beach on islands such as Rhodes, Crete, Santorini, Samos, and Corfu. Mythology buffs roam the countryside, looking for the valley of the Muses, the entrance to Hades, and the Eleusinian mysteries. Educational exchange programs bring students for a year abroad. Government and military officials call upon their Greek counterparts. Representatives of business interests are assigned to Greece to manage employees. Thousands of second- and third-generation Greeks make the pilgrimage to a homeland which they know about only from grandparents’ stories. Finally, approximately 60,000 U.S. citizens call Greece home, living and working in the country for periods ranging from one year to a lifetime.


While there are numerous incentives for visiting or living in Greece, it is a common experience that the Westerner finds the country and its people confusing and perplexing. People describe Greece as a tangled web in which it is easy to become snarled, or a complicated puzzle that is impossible to decipher. Why, people ask, should the birthplace of Western civilization be so difficult for the Westerner to comprehend? Do the Greeks of today bear any resemblance to what we know of Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, and other citizens of ancient Athens? On several occasions when I have described the traffic, the bureaucracy, the pollution, the political disarray, and the sprawling concrete jungle that make up today’s Athens, people beg me to stop destroying their image of Athens as a quiet Mediterranean city of coffee shops with calm, easygoing citizens preoccupied with art, philosophy, and music. Indeed, my own initial experiences in Greece were both confusing and disconfirming of the stereotypes that I held.


When I first lived in Greece (in 1980), I decided to attend a performance in the Herod Atticus Theater that lies at the base of the Acropolis. The bus route from my apartment in the northern suburb of Aghia Paraskevi ended in the center of Athens, from where I intended to walk a short distance through the old Plaka area of Athens to reach the Acropolis. Using a map of the city center as my guide, I set out through the old section of the city. While the map displayed a complex array of small streets, I was confident that I would find my way easily, since I simply had to keep heading in a southeasterly direction to reach my destination. I expected the height of the Acropolis would be constantly visible to help me keep my orientation. Much to my dismay, I immediately became lost. The streets twisted and turned, sometimes ending altogether, and none of them followed a straight line. Street names, where they happened to be posted, were usually written in the Greek script, and my knowledge of the language was only in the beginning stages. My attempts to ask directions were fruitless, in part because I had difficulty understanding the replies, but also because the directions themselves involved too many spins and pivots. Occasionally I caught sight of the Acropolis sitting high above the maze in which I was trapped, but it seemed that I was getting no closer. Finally, I arrived at the base of the hill on which the ancient monument stood, only to find that I couldn’t reach the other side, where the theater was located, since the gate that allowed me direct access was locked. When I finally arrived at the theater, the performance was half over, and my self-confidence was destroyed. I had entered an unknown world, and now I understood why Theseus needed Ariadne’s help in finding his way out of the Minoan labyrinth so long ago. Fortunately, there had been no minotaurs to slay along the way!


To the North American and European visitor, Greece is baffling, indecipherable to one looking for a strictly Western sense of order. In his insightful book Greece without Columns, David Holden described the country as a “maddening mobile, elusive, paradoxical world, where there seems nothing solid enough to grasp save splinters, yet where no part is less than the mystical whole and where past and present, body and soul, ideal and reality blend and struggle and blend again with each other so that the most delicate scalpel can scarcely dissect them.”8 Contrary to initial impressions, however, the Greek world is not a labyrinth but rather a mosaic. The combination of diverse elements that make up Greek society form a pattern that may be difficult to decipher but that is integrated into a meaningful paradigm. However, in order for the mosaic to reveal itself, the traveler must be willing to climb the winding, twisting, meandering, and often tortuous paths that lead through the Greek landscape. One must understand that this pattern did not arise from a neatly drawn design, but like the streets of the Plaka, it developed over a long period of time through demanding circumstances.


Thus, the paths of the Greek social landscape are short and narrow, with numerous twists and turns. The newcomer is easily lost, but with sufficient time and effort one is able to establish a sense of direction that keeps one from losing the way. However, it is important to heed the words of the famous Greek poet Constantinos Cavafy, who says:


As you set out on your journey to Ithaki,


wish the way to be long,


full of adventures, full of discovery.9


It is from these experiences, he believes, that riches are gained, not from what awaits at the journey’s end. In a similar manner, the most important part of one’s sojourn in Greece is the interpersonal encounters that occur while navigating the relational domain. While many difficulties and frustrations will be confronted, exciting adventures await the traveler who adopts a posture of openness and a learning attitude toward those one meets on the way.


The chapters that follow are intended to help the reader develop increased sensitivity to the Greek way of life and a solid basis for cultivating meaningful relationships with Greek neighbors, acquaintances, and colleagues. In this guide are many generalizations about different aspects of Greek society and the characteristics of its people. As is the case in any culture, no single individual in Greece will fit the mold of these descriptions. We have all been influenced in different ways by our cultures. Just as importantly, there are numerous exceptions to the general cultural patterns presented in this book. I know many people who exhibit exactly the opposite characteristics from those described here.10 In Greece, perhaps more than in most places in the world, there are sharply contrasting patterns of behavior within the society and often even within the same individual. Finally, it is impossible to predict the effect of the rapid changes occurring in Greece at this moment, particularly those that result from increased Western influence. While it is possible that only the outward appearance of the culture will change, it is also possible that the underlying value structure may be forever altered.


In this book I have based my observations about Greek culture on a combination of field notes, interviews, and the writings of anthropologists, sociologists, and travelers. In addition, I have passed countless evenings in tavernas and in the homes of friends and acquaintances, discussing my observations with Greek academics, educators, and other friends. However, the material presented in this guide must be seen as a reflection of the author’s experiences and perceptions, not as a description of Greek reality. Such a description would be impossible to capture on paper, since reality must be experienced in the context of everyday life.


In many ways what is described here is a personal journey through the Greek landscape, undertaken by one who has participated as fully as possible in Greek life, yet who stands outside looking at the larger picture from a distance. As participant I experience the Greek way of life, and as observer I reflect on what I have seen and felt. I find that I must move in and out constantly between these positions, unable as either participant or observer to adequately comprehend the whole. In this small book I have sought to capture the essence of my experience and my reflection in the anticipation that others may benefit from my journey. I hope the information and impressions I share with you in the following pages may serve to increase the richness of your own experiences and help you decipher some of the complexities that you encounter in your own exploration of the Greek mosaic.
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Looking Forward to the Past



One evening I was sitting with a friend on his balcony in the late afternoon, enjoying the sunset with a glass of ouzo (aperitif) and the accompanying mezedes (snacks). Our discussion centered on the future of Greece and the importance of its long history in shaping what will come. My friend is a highly educated person, serving as a judge in the civil court system and thus steeped in the history of Greece. He comes from a traditional town in the central part of the country. As we talked, I noticed that he usually pointed forward with his hands when he wanted to indicate the past and gestured behind when he referred to the future. I took the three glasses of ouzo that we had on our table and arranged them in a line stretching away from him, asking him to indicate which of these glasses he considered to be the present, past, and future. As I would have done, he pointed to the middle glass and labeled it the present. However, the glass that was placed to the front he designated as the past, and the one bringing up the rear he declared the future. When I asked him to explain this arrangement, he replied that the past is in front of us because we can see it clearly, while the future is unknown and lies behind our line of vision. As we move through time, the future becomes the present and eventually part of the past that can be viewed with understanding.


While few Greeks will arrange glasses of ouzo as my friend did that afternoon, almost everyone in Greece places a great deal of importance on the long and multilayered history of the country. As the gifted writer Nikos Kazantzakis wrote, “Pause on a patch of Greek earth and anguish overcomes you. It is a deep, twelve-level tomb, from which voices rise up calling to you.”1 This past is both a burden and a resource, weighing particularly heavy on relations between Greece and her Balkan and Turkish neighbors while simultaneously offering every Greek a sense of pride and strength. The interaction of past and present conditions the Greek mind and shapes the social behavior of Greek people. Unfortunately, outside of the country there is little awareness of the important issues that Greeks face or events that have shaped the country’s present. Before one can understand Greek social relations or communication patterns, it is important to learn something about the country and the major issues that confront individuals on a daily basis.



The Setting



Geographically situated between Western Europe and Asia Minor, Greece occupies the southern tip of the Balkan Peninsula, jutting into the Mediterranean. The landmass consists of approximately 50,000 square miles and includes more than 1,600 islands, the majority of them located in the Aegean Sea between the Greek mainland and Turkey. Although tourist posters always depict a warm Mediterranean climate, there are four clearly distinguishable seasons throughout Greece, with winter bringing heavy snowfall in the higher elevations and hard, driving rain and rough seas in the coastal areas. Anyone who has formed an image of Greece based on the enticing posters put out by the Greek National Tourist Organization will be confronted with a rude awakening upon arrival in Greece during the late fall, winter, or early spring months.


The climate and environment are very important factors in shaping the character of Greeks. Several versions exist of a creation story that goes something like the following: When God had finished with his arrangement of all the places around the world, he had a large pile of unused rocks remaining. He wasn’t sure what to do with them, so he just let them go from his hand and they fell into the sea. The place where they fell became the Greek peninsula. Indeed, it is not hard to see why Greece is often described as a rocky finger of the Balkans that extends boldly into the Mediterranean Sea. Even though there are dense forests, lush valleys, and beautiful lakes in Greece, the two primary characteristics of the landscape are rocky mountains and sea.2 With its multitude of gulfs and numerous islands, the coastline is nearly as long as that of the United States, despite a land area no bigger than states such as Ohio or Alabama.


The population of Greece is approximately ten million people. There is not a great deal of ethnic diversity, with 97 percent of the population identifying themselves as Greek Orthodox. A small Muslim minority lives in the northeast province of Thrace, and recently there has been an influx of refugees from Albania to the northwest. Although there is currently an attempt to settle them into permanent villages, there are a substantial number of Gypsy bands roaming the Greek countryside.


Greece is linguistically homogeneous, even though throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries there have been significant disputes over the proper form of the language for use in schools, churches, literature, and for official documents. At one point students in school had to learn one form of the Greek language for everyday communication, another for reading newspapers, another for reading ancient literature, and still another for understanding the church service. Today, a single form of both spoken and written Greek is used, called dimotiki, although church liturgy still uses koine, the New Testament Greek of 2,000 years ago. The Greeks are among the few people in the world, including the Israelis and Chinese, who can visit archeological sites that are nearly 3,000 years old and find their language used in the inscriptions. Of course, many changes have taken place in the language since ancient times, and it is only those who have studied the ancient tongue who can fully understand the meaning of these engraved words. However, the connection between modern Greek and the language of Homer in 1000 B.C. is still much stronger than is today’s English with its much younger Old English roots.


The modern country of Greece is relatively young, having become a nation-state in 1831, following its struggle for independence from the Ottoman Empire. For most of its short history as a state, Greece was a constitutional monarchy known as the “Kingdom of Greece,” with a king who came from Europe. Although the king had been deposed several times previously, it was only in 1974 that the people of Greece voted to permanently end the monarchy and become the Hellenic Republic. Politically, Greece is organized as a parliamentary republic under a president as the titular head of state and a prime minister as head of government. Justice is administered by an independent judiciary, which is divided into civil, criminal, and administrative courts.


Greece signed a membership agreement with the European Economic Community (which later became the European Union) in 1961 and was admitted as its tenth member in 1981. It has been the beneficiary of large sums invested by the Community, resulting in significant improvements in rural areas. Economically, Greece is far better off than its Balkan neighbors, but it lags far behind the other members of the European Union. It is at the bottom in per capita income, lowest in productivity, highest in inflation rate, and has the largest external debt, despite the fact that it receives over four billion dollars from the European Union each year for various projects. In spite of its poor economy, there is little poverty in Greece, and the educational level is high. Tourism and shipping, as well as remittances from emigrés, bring in the most money to the Greek economy.3
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