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Welcome to Connecting History!



The aim of this series is to provide rich and accessible information that will help learners, teachers and lecturers to get the most out of History. The series has dedicated resources for National 4/National 5 and Higher History. It sparks interest, provides the right level of detailed information and is straightforward to access through its consistent and clear structure.


Overall, Connecting History is designed to provide a fresh approach to the study of History. The series is:




	●  Consistent. The content of each book is structured in a similar way around the key themes of the course. This clear structure will make it easy to find what you need when studying History. Indeed, all books in the series are designed this way, so that every book, for every unit, is equally accessible. This will make it quick and easy to find the information that learners and teachers need, whether revising, extending study or planning a lesson.



	●  Focused. Up-to-date course specifications have been used to create these books. This means that it is easy for learners and teachers to find information and provides assurance that the books offer complete coverage of the examinations, as well as general study. This means that you will not have to read through multiple long texts to collate information for one content area – our authors have done this already.



	●  Relevant. The importance and significance of each area to your understanding of our world and history has been clearly set out. Background sections in each chapter capture issues in their entirety, and sub-sections go into detail on key issues, with a number of sources and interpretations included. These texts go beyond the standard material that has been in circulation for a while and bring in new opinions, evidence and historical scholarship to enrich the study of History. We hope that this will continue to foster not only an ability to be highly successful in History, but also to inspire a love of the subject.



	●  For today. These units are not just about the past, they are about today. Themes of social justice, equality, change and power are all discussed. The most up-to-date research has been reflected by our authors, old interpretations have been challenged and we have taken a fresh look at the importance of each unit. We firmly believe that it is impossible to understand the present without a firm understanding of the past.



	●  For tomorrow. This series prepares learners for the future. It provides the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to be highly successful in History exams. Perhaps just as importantly, these books help learners to be critical and curious in their engagement with History. They challenge readers to go beyond the most obvious or traditional narratives and get to the bottom of the meaning and importance of the past. These skills will make readers not only successful learners, but also effective and responsible citizens going forward.






We hope that you enjoy using the Connecting History series and that it fosters a love of History, as well as exam success.




[image: image]


Several units in this series are supported by digital resources for planning, revision, extension and assessment in Boost, our online learning platform. These will be updated annually to reflect recent course and assessment updates. If the nature of the assessment changes, or the skills are tweaked, fear not, our digital resources will be updated to reflect this. To find out more about this series – including the Boost resources and eBooks – visit www.hoddergibson.co.uk/connecting-history 





Our academic reviewers



Every Connecting History textbook has been reviewed by a member of our Academic Review Panel. This panel, co-ordinated by our Academic Advisory Board, consists of nine Academic Editors with links to the University of Glasgow across a range of historical specialisms.
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Each Academic Editor reviewed our texts to ensure that the:




	●  historiography is in line with the latest research and scholarship



	●  content is culturally appropriate, up to date and inclusive



	●  material is accurate and states facts clearly.
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Introduction



Scotland changed significantly between 1830 and 1939. During this time, there was a period of high migration, both in Scotland and across the rest of Europe. It was also a time when Scotland, an active participant in the British Empire, developed a great deal during a period of industrialisation that was among the most rapid in Europe.


Scotland experienced significant social, political and economic change during this time, which was partly due to the large number of people moving there for a variety of reasons. The impact of the immigrant groups discussed in the following chapters played a role in developing multiple areas of Scottish society and life.


Moreover, with Scotland industrialising at breakneck speed, these immigrants played a vital role in working in these new industries, as well as providing goods and services for the working communities.


Immigrants did not always receive a warm welcome, and religious and cultural tensions did exist among certain groups, and within immigrant communities themselves.


But it was not just Scotland that was changing.


Emigrating Scots were also playing a role in developing parts of the British Empire. Often Scots took with them industrial and agricultural skills and knowledge, helping boost the wealth and output of local communities.


However, this often came at a grim cost, with indigenous communities oppressed, persecuted and abused by entrepreneurial emigrants. Often, this industrial and economic ‘progress’ deemed the subjugation of indigenous communities a necessity.


It is important to note that Scottish emigrants, as well as those from other parts of Britain, emigrated to many other parts of the world. Countries such as the USA, South Africa and parts of Asia all experienced a significant impact from this movement of people. For this book, we will just be focusing on the impact that Scotland and Scottish people had in parts of the Empire between the years of 1830 and 1939, as this covers the topics on which you will be examined. 


Whether revising for a N4 or N5 assessment, or deepening your understanding of a particular area, this book will help you. Each chapter covers a specific issue that could appear as a N4 or N5 assessment item, and the information contained in the following pages will support you in writing a powerful response.


Good luck!












Chapter 1


Immigration to Scotland, 1830s–1939





For this unit, it is important to understand the reasons why different immigrant groups came to Scotland. It is also important to understand where they settled and why.


This chapter will also discuss the social, economic and military impacts that the British Empire had on Scotland.


Together, this will allow you to respond to questions on the impact of immigration in Scotland and the impact of the British Empire on Scotland between 1830 and 1939.







Link to the assessment








	

National 4 and 5













	

Key issue 1: Immigration to Scotland, 1830s–1939




	●  reasons for immigration of different groups



	●  patterns of settlement of different groups



	●  impact of the Empire on Scotland, including industry and commerce


















Background


In the nineteenth century, Scotland experienced huge social and economic changes.


Before 1830, Scotland had been mostly a rural and agricultural society, and more than half of the population worked on the land. However, by the late 1890s Scotland had been transformed into one of the main industrial centres of the British Empire.


Such fast industrialisation and urbanisation was made possible by several factors.




	●  Scotland is next to the Atlantic Ocean and could take advantage of shipping routes to import goods from the Americas.



	●  Scotland had a large supply of cheap and easily accessible coal. It used this to fuel new railways and in the building of new machinery. 



	●  Scotland had a large amount of poorer-quality land, especially in the Highlands. This forced some Scots into towns and urban areas in search of employment. This population movement helped provide a supply of cheap labour for the new factories that were being established at that time, allowing Scotland to remain economically competitive.





As we will see in Chapters 3 and 4, many Scots also left Scotland. During the period 1830–1939 there was only one year when the level of emigration was lower than that of immigration. This meant that Scotland was short of workers – a gap that needed to be filled.


At the same time, Scotland was attracting immigrants from other parts of the world. Irish, Jewish, Lithuanian and Italian people were among the many groups that came to Scotland between 1830 and 1939.




[image: image] Note


It is worth clarifying some key terms at the start of this chapter. When we refer to an immigrant, we mean a person who has moved to Scotland. This could be on a short-term or a permanent basis. This movement is called migration. So, an immigrant migrates to another country.





Evidence of the scale of immigration to Scotland is clear. In 1841, Scotland’s population was more than 2.6 million and, by 1911, this had risen to over 4.7 million. It’s important to note that more than 9 per cent of Scotland’s population in 1911 had been born outside Scotland.
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Figure 1.1 Scotland’s population in 1841 and 1911. Even though many Scots left to live and work abroad, Scotland’s population rose quickly. One reason for this growth was immigration






Many immigrants came to settle and work in Scotland, for a variety of economic, social and political reasons. Many of them stayed close to the location where they had landed. Major cities such as Glasgow, Dundee, Edinburgh and Aberdeen saw the greatest numbers of new settlers. However, evidence of immigrant activity can be traced right across Scotland. Some immigrants quickly assimilated into the local culture. Others maintained their social, cultural and linguistic identity for a much longer period and formed ethnic community groups.


When studying this issue, it is important to try to go beyond established stereotypes, as the experience of immigrants varied even within specific communities. This chapter aims to reflect this idea, discussing common themes surrounding the experience of immigrants in Scotland from 1830 to 1939. 
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Figure 1.2 Immigrants moved to different parts of Scotland, though were often focused on work in the main cities and most populated parts of Scotland










Using this information in your assessment


This chapter, as well as some others, will refer to push factors and pull factors.




	●  Push factors are factors that encourage or force a person to leave their home.



	●  Pull factors are factors that encourage a person to move to another country.









Combinations of push and pull factors encouraged immigrant groups to leave their homes and move to Scotland. This chapter will examine some of the reasons why. 


1.1 Reasons for the immigration of different groups and patterns of settlement


This section focuses on reasons why different immigrant groups came to Scotland between 1830 and 1939, and highlights many of the common patterns of settlement.




Using this information in your assessment


This information can be used to respond to assessment questions asking you about:




	●  the reasons for immigration of different groups (why some immigrants came to Scotland), and



	●  patterns of settlement (where they moved to in Scotland).









1.1.1 Irish Catholic people


During the period 1830–1939, a significant number of immigrants came to Scotland from Ireland. This section will examine some of the reasons why.


Proximity


Many Irish immigrants came to Scotland because it was close, which meant it was quick, cheap and easy to travel between Ireland and Scotland.


For example, there are only 13 miles between Scotland and Ireland at the closest point, and boat fares were cheap at just sixpence. This meant it was easy for many immigrants to come to Scotland, as the journey was quick and affordable.


There is evidence of regular migration between Ireland and Scotland. Often, this was in a search for higher or more regular wages. For example, unskilled and agricultural workers often came on a temporary basis, with men coming to work as reapers during harvest time.


These workers generally did not settle in Scotland, instead returning to Ireland once the harvest was over. As the nineteenth century progressed, others came to work in construction, and the coal and steel industries created by the Industrial Revolution. Nevertheless, many immigrants made connections with local Scots and there is evidence that some chose to remain in Scotland.


Famine


Immigration from Ireland soared following the Great Famine of 1845−52, which became known (outside Ireland) as the Irish potato famine and (inside Ireland) as the Great Hunger. Many Irish people came to Scotland because of this.




The Great Hunger


This period of starvation and disease saw the emigration of 2.1 million of Ireland’s population of 8 million − one of the largest migrations in history. A plant disease called potato blight infected the potato crop during the 1840s, causing it to rot and fail. 


Although the crop failure was the main cause of the famine, it is important to consider all the factors at play during this period, to get a fuller understanding of how it became the catastrophe it was. 


There was, in fact, no overall shortage of food in Ireland during this time. However, the British government allowed Irish grain to be exported out of Ireland, due to their racist attitudes towards Irish people and their belief in free trade. 


Those living in poverty relied on potatoes as a source of food more than any other group, as they could be grown cheaply and in quantity on small land holdings. As such, these people were disproportionately affected by these events.


Ireland’s reliance on the potato, with many farmers growing only this crop, meant that the blight resulted in large numbers of people facing starvation and extreme poverty, mostly affecting the south and west of Ireland. These were areas with a significant population of Catholic people.


Over a million Irish people died because of famine.





In total, Ireland lost more than a quarter of its population through either death or emigration.


Although Irish immigration was not officially recorded, the Irish population of Scotland grew by 90 per cent in a decade, from 4.8 per cent in 1841 to 7.2 per cent in 1851.
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Figure 1.3 Crowds outside a government depot in Cork, Ireland, where Indian corn is being sold by the British government, 1846. There were food shortages in Ireland after the failure of much of the potato harvest and police had to attend the sales in case of disturbances. The poor harvest was the first of the crop failures that caused the Great Famine. Many Irish people chose to flee the famine and come to Scotland 






Patterns of settlement


After the Great Hunger, many Irish Catholic people came to Scotland sick and destitute. When they arrived they generally settled in or near the ports where they had landed. These included places such as Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Ayrshire and Greenock. Many also settled in Edinburgh and Dundee.


Due to lack of money and resources, they often stayed close to these port cities while seeking work and support. In the early months of 1848, 1000 people per week arrived in Glasgow alone, with 29 per cent of all Irish newcomers settling in that city and accounting for 18 per cent of the city's population. 


Most immigrants who came to Scotland between 1841 and 1851 would live close together when they arrived to help support one another. Over time, these gatherings formed substantial local communities, such as the Irish Catholic communities in areas like Glasgow’s Gorbals, Airdrie, Coatbridge and Motherwell. Many Irish people also moved to Edinburgh and formed communities in the Grassmarket and Cowgate areas, dubbed ‘Little Dublin’.


Irish Catholic people tended to settle where accommodation was cheap, as they had no other options. Some Irish people may have seen the informal housing in Scotland as an improvement over the poor living conditions they had left behind.


Despite this, these areas were overcrowded and conditions were poor. It was not unusual for up to 16 people to sleep in one room in Edinburgh, where they had poor sanitation and no running water. It became common for disease to spread because of the poor living conditions.




Source 1.1 [image: image]


The housing problem stemmed from the mass influx of migrants to urban areas searching for work. Arriving in the first half of the nineteenth century in unprecedented numbers, the migrants swelled the population of the industrial towns of Scotland. Glasgow’s population increased from 77,000 to 275,000 in the period 1801–41, while that of Dundee grew from 26,000 to 60,000 in the same period. The scale of the influx […] inevitably led to overcrowding.


W.W. Knox, A History of the Scottish People: Urban Housing in Scotland 1840–1940, p. 1





1.1.2 Irish Protestant people


Most of the early Irish settlers in Scotland were Protestant people from Ulster, a province in the north. Ulster had a higher percentage of Protestant Irish people as many of their ancestors had been given land there by King James VI.


Work


Many Irish Protestant workers were encouraged to come to Scotland as comparatively well-paid jobs were available there. Others came as part of the recruitment initiatives of Scottish businesses. 
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Figure 1.4 Ulster is a province that existed before the split of ‘Northern Ireland’ and the ‘Republic of Ireland’ in 1922. Donegal, Monaghan and Cavan are counties of the Republic of Ireland that are located in the province of Ulster






Many of these immigrants had skills in the cotton and textile industries, or knowledge of working with jute. Both of these skills were in high demand in Scotland.


As a result of industrialisation there was increasing demand for handloom weavers in Dundee. These workers were considered highly skilled and could weave fabric without the help of powered machinery. The demand for these skilled workers could not be met from the Scottish workforce alone and this led to a significant movement of Irish people from Ulster to Dundee.
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