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INTRODUCTION


As we slide further into the second decade of the 21st century, there is just one fact that we all know to be true: K-Pop rules the world. For more than 20 years since it first came to mainstream attention on Korean TV, pop music from South Korea was held at the border of its host nation, remaining a relatively local phenomenon, occasionally breaking free and allowing the world to see what dynamic dynamite lay hidden in that often overlooked part of the atlas.


Today, K-Pop is a global obsession where more than 80 million albums are sold each year and many tens of billions
of streams, each one pioneering a path forward for all Asian music to be heard without prejudice on the world’s airwaves, unlike ever before in music history. With its laser-precision dance acrobatics and razor-sharp choreography, infectious melodies and anthemic hooks and high-concept MVs – all driven by genuine inter-group chemistry by beautiful young people – K-Pop has everything a music fan could want all under one very dazzling umbrella.


Much like K-Pop blends together the genres of electronic, pop, hip-hop, rock and R&B, this tiny tome fuses together all the facts, stats, quotes and trivia you’ll need to keep up to speed with this lightning bolt of an evolving genre. From BTS (“the Beatles of the YouTube Generation”) to BLACKPINK, Seventeen to EXO, Red Velvet to SuperM, and every other idol in between, this compact compendium celebrates a global musical revolution in full swing and revels in the revelations of this unpoppable and unstoppable phenomenon. Enjoy!
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BIG
BANG


And we’re off! K-Pop has been an ever-inflating balloon for more than a decade straight and it has yet to burst. Let’s dive deep into the belly of the beast from the East at the beginning and tell the story of K-Pop, one fandom, maknae and hyung at a time. Strap yourself in, it’s going to be a wild ride…








대중음악


Daejungeumak


K-Pop in South Korea is obviously not called K-Pop. It is simply known formally as pop music, or daejungeumak.*


* Younger, cooler Korean fans refer to K-POP more informally as gayo, or 가요, which translates simply as “song”.





5%


The percentage of the 100 new groups that debut in South Korea every year that survive to find success.





K-Pop comes in generational waves:


First Generation – 1990–1999
(H.O.T.; S.E.S.; Fin.K.L)


Second Generation – 2000–2009
(g.o.d; TVXQ; Super Junior; BIGBANG)


Third Generation – 2010–2019
(BTS; EXO; Seventeen; BLACKPINK)


Fourth Generation – 2020–present
(ENHYPHEN; Stray Kids; ITZY; (G)I-dle





K-Pop Idols #1: The Kim Sisters


The Kim Sisters are credited with inventing K-Pop and are considered the first South Korean music group to achieve success in the U.S. in the 1950s, with renditions of American pop songs sung completely phonetically; they appeared on the famous Ed Sullivan Show 22 times. Today, they are icons of Korean culture!







BILLION-VIEW CLUB


In December 2012, PSY’s “Gangnam Style” – the first worldwide K-Pop hit – also became the first YouTube video to reach one billion views.


In May 2014, the song also became the first video to exceed two billion views.
Go PSY!








A is for… aegyo!


Aegyo is when an idol group acts all cute. BTS’s Jungkook is pure aegyo!





한국팝


K-Pop, in Hangul.





Fandoms #1


Each idol group’s fandom has their own specially chosen name:
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