

[image: Book cover of 'Bulletproof: The Little Guide to BTS' features the BTS members posing with a mix of popular Korean gestures, including the flower pose, finger hearts, the peace sign, and the ppoppo and forehead‑poke poses.]






BULLETPROOF




[image: The BTS members posing with a mix of popular Korean gestures, including the flower pose, finger hearts, the peace sign, and the ppoppo and forehead‑poke poses.]





THE LITTLE GUIDE TO


BTS


UNOFFICIAL AND UNAUTHORIZED




[image: Publishing imprint logo O.H.]












Copyright © 2026 Headline Publishing Group Limited


The right of Umeeka Raichura to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted by her in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.


First published in 2026 by OH


An Imprint of HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP LIMITED


Disclaimer:


This book has not been licensed, approved, sponsored, or endorsed by BTS.


BTS is a registered trademark owned by BigHit Music Co., Ltd., 42, Hangang-daero, Yongsan-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea


Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, this publication may only be reproduced, stored, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, with prior permission in writing of the publishers or, in the case of reprographic production, in accordance with the terms of licences issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency.


Cataloguing in Publication Data is available from the British Library


eISBN 978-1-03543-677-4


Compiled and written by Umeeka Raichura


Editorial: Beth Bishop and Phoebe Hills


Designed and typeset in Avenir by Stephen Cary


Project manager: Russell Porter


Illustrations by Ryan Adey


Production: Arlene Lestrade


HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP LIMITED


An Hachette UK Company


Carmelite House, 50 Victoria Embankment, London EC4Y 0DZ


www.headline.co.uk  www.hachette.co.uk









CONTENTS


INTRODUCTION


CHAPTER ONE WE ARE BULLETPROOF


CHAPTER TWO WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF BANGTAN RISES?


CHAPTER THREE LOVE YOURSELF


CHAPTER FOUR SHINE AND SMILE


CHAPTER FIVE RUN, BANGTAN


CHAPTER SIX UNTIL SPRING COMES AGAIN









INTRODUCTION


In 2010, the founder of music agency Big Hit Entertainment (now Big Hit Music), Bang Si-hyuk, had a vision to create South Korea’s next K-pop group. He brought together seven young men between 15–20 years old to form the legendary group that we know and love today.


Bangtan Sonyeondan (AKA Bulletproof Boy Scouts, Beyond the Scene or BTS) is a South Korean boy group comprising RM, Jin, SUGA, j-hope, Jimin, V and Jung Kook. They are one of the world’s bestselling musical groups, holding various records – regularly breaking their own! – and are the bestselling K-pop band of all time.


It is often said that BTS “paved the way” for the K-pop industry, and their meteoric success is reflected in their agency HYBE’s significant growth, as well as their huge, international and incredibly loyal fanbase. “You’ll find BTS when you need them the most”, is a common saying among ARMY (the group’s fandom name), and BTS are not just known for their genre-encompassing musical talent or mesmerizing choreography. They have transcended language, generational and other barriers to become a source of comfort and joy for millions worldwide. Perhaps this little book has found you at the perfect time too!


Learn about BTS’s ascension to stardom, as well as the challenges they navigated along the way, through tales from the members themselves, as well as those who have known and worked with them over the years. It’s time to delve into the “Magic Shop” that is BTS’s incredible career. Apobangpo!*


* 아포방포 or “Apobangpo” is a phrase created by Jung Kook and short for “ARMY forever, Bangtan forever”.











CHAPTER ONE


WE ARE BULLETPROOF


Welcome! Whether this is your first time delving into the world of BTS or you are a longstanding ARMY member, this little guide is the perfect introduction to all things Bangtan Sonyeondan.


Inside you’ll discover how seven young men from across South Korea captured the hearts and minds of millions around the globe.


Step one? Debut.










RM


The origins of BTS begin with the group’s leader, RM (former stage name Rap Monster). Kim Nam-joon was born in September 1994 in Ilsan, South Korea. He was scouted by Bang Si-hyuk in 2010 and became the first member to join the agency’s trainee dormitory in Seoul.


Coming from the underground rap scene, he taught the other members everything he knew about rap and hip-hop by creating CD compilations for them. This was a new way of teaching and developing new talent, which the band’s label HYBE still uses today.








[image: Open quotation]


BTS is a group that started with RM. I heard about the kid who was an amazing potential rapper, so I met him and his skill was outstanding. I wanted to make the hip-hop crew with this kid being the centre at first, but decided that an idol group would be more suitable, so I started scouting other members too, and came up with BTS.


[image: Close quotation]


Bang Si-hyuk, on how he produced BTS, interview with Chosun Daily, December 2017







SUGA


The next member to join BTS was SUGA (Min Yoon-gi), born in Daegu in March 1993.


After placing second in the audition finals of Big Hit Entertainment’s rap competition, “Hit It”, in 2010 the company signed him as a trainee.


Initially SUGA’s ambitions were to be a songwriter and a producer, but he was persuaded by Big Hit Entertainment to join BTS as a rapper.








[image: Open quotation]


By the time SUGA entered Big Hit Entertainment, he was already a paid songwriter working in Daegu. He attended music hagwons* to learn MIDI (music instrument digital interface), was introduced to composers and went from studio to studio doing all kinds of work.


[image: Close quotation]


Myeongseok Kang, K-pop journalist and author, on SUGA joining Big Hit Entertainment, Beyond the Story: 10-Year Record of BTS, 2023


* Hagwons are private educational centres or academies and teach a variety of subjects to a range of different age groups.







j-hope


Although RM was the first member of BTS, j-hope (Jung Ho-seok) was the first of the band to sign a contract with Big Hit Entertainment.


Born in February 1994 and hailing from Gwangju, j-hope had a background in street dance and had won a number of competitions in South Korea. His sense of rhythm and dance skills led him to be recruited by Big Hit Entertainment, and he joined RM and SUGA as BTS’s rappers.








[image: Open quotation]


It really all starts when I was back in Gwangju. Back then, dancing was all I knew, and it’s what I was most confident with. Dancing was the only thing I knew. I just loved it. I don’t think I’d be who I am today if it weren’t for dance. Without dance, I wouldn’t be here at all, and there certainly wouldn’t be a j-hope. Dancing became my whole life, and it all took off from there.


[image: Close quotation]


j-hope on his roots in street dance, HOPE ON THE STREET VOL. 1 album magazine, 29 March 2024





[image: Open quotation]


[I wanted to give up] many times. There were a lot of things I couldn’t do as a trainee. I wanted to play video games, go on a vacation and spend time with my family. I had to give up all of those things. But it was my dream. I desperately wanted to become a singer, so I guess that’s why I could give up those things.


[image: Close quotation]


j-hope, on being asked if he ever wanted to give up during his trainee days, interview with Yoo Jae-suk and Cho Sae-ho, You Quiz on the Block, March 2021





[image: Open quotation]


I think there were about 30 trainees… We worked on songs and recorded, and we saw a lot of chemistry. That process lasted about three years, and the ones that remained during that time are SUGA, Rapmon [RM’s former stage nickname] and j-hope.


[image: Close quotation]


Pdogg, Big Hit producer, on the process of creating BTS, weiv.co.kr, 13 November 2013







JUNG KOOK


Next up to join the trainee dorm was Jung Kook (Jeon Jung-kook).


Born in Busan in September 1997, Jung Kook is the youngest member of the group and initially auditioned for a TV programme called Superstar K3.


He famously turned down seven other opportunities, instead deciding to join Big Hit Entertainment after watching videos of RM rapping on YouTube.








[image: Open quotation]


The buildings were really high, and the roads had five lanes. Seoul was really big and scary… [I thought] ‘How am I going to survive by myself here?’ After we debuted, I was the main vocalist, but the other groups’ main vocalists could sing and dance so well… [I thought] ‘What am I? Am I worthy of being the main vocalist in this group?’ I had to show myself improving and doing my best and I thought I was the only person who could change me. So, I erased the concept of vocal training time. I sang in the car, in the bathroom, in the shower. I sang every chance I had.


[image: Close quotation]


Jung Kook, on how he felt during his trainee and debut period, interview with Yoo Jae-suk and Cho Sae-ho, You Quiz on the Block, March 2021







V


V (Kim Tae-hyung) born in December 1995 in Daegu, was the next to enter the dorm.


V never originally intended to audition, despite dreaming of becoming a performer.
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