








[image: ]






















[image: ]

























[image: ]


LARK CRAFTS and the distinctive Lark logo are registered trademarks of Sterling Publishing Co., Inc.


Text © 2017 by Allison Hoffman
Photography and illustrations © 2017 by Sterling Publishing Co., Inc.


All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means (including electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise) without prior written permission from the publisher.


Any trademarks are the property of their respective owners, are used for editorial purposes only, and the publisher makes no claim of ownership and shall acquire no right, title, or interest in such trademarks by virtue of this publication.


ISBN 978-1-4547-0979-4


Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data


Names: Hoffman, Allison, author.
Title: AmiguruME pets : make cute crochet animals / Allison Hoffman.
Description: New York : Lark, 2017. | Includes index.
Identifiers: LCCN 2016030627 | ISBN 9781454709787 (alk. paper)
Subjects: LCSH: Amigurumi--Patterns. | Soft toy making--Patterns.
Classification: LCC TT829 .H6353 2017 | DDC 745.592--dc23 LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2016030627


For information about custom editions, special sales, and premium and corporate purchases, please contact Sterling Special Sales at 800-805-5489 or specialsales@sterlingpublishing.​com.


www.​larkcrafts.​com
www.​sterlingpublishing.​com


Photography by Chris Bain
Design by Shannon Nicole Plunkett





























[image: ]




INTRODUCTION
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What is it about pets that make our human hearts melt? We love our animals as members of the family. Sure they’re sometimes messy, don’t listen, and chew up our shoes, and nobody likes emptying a litter box or cleaning a fish tank, but something in us is drawn to their innocent and loyal nature. As a crochet toy designer, I get as many requests for custom pet dolls as I do for custom people dolls. AmiguruME Pets finally lets you make a custom crocheted amigurumi of your best animal friend. This book will give you seemingly endless options to create a little replica of your furry (and some not-so-furry) friends.


We’ll start with the basics. If you’ve never crocheted before, you can learn in the How to Crochet section. Starting with materials and tools, I explain step by step exactly what you’ll need to make your pet.


The first section of pets is Dogs. By selecting a Head, Ears, Body, Legs, and a Tail, you’ll have the ability to create pretty much any breed or mutt you want. Cats are next. Choose from different parts to create your feline friend. Next is Small Pets. These patterns are very short and simple, and include rabbits, hamsters and mice, birds and reptiles. Fantasy Pets, the last section of animals, includes patterns for animals that we all wish we could have. It runs the gamut from a slightly more attainable monkey and pony to the fantastic unicorn and dragon. For a fun element of play, make some things to go with your pet from the Accessories chapter. Here you’ll find patterns for collars and tags, beds, tiny toys and bones, and other things your pet needs. This will enable you to personalize the pets even more, especially if you’re giving a pet as a gift.


The animals in AmiguruME Pets are written to scale with the human dolls in my first book, AmiguruME: Make Cute Crochet People. We all know people who are just never without their animal companion, so using AmiguruME Pets, your AmiguruME doll doesn’t have to be either! If you’d rather, make the pets bigger by increasing hook size and yarn gauge. They’ll be bigger and more huggable.


After you’ve made these sweet animals, there are lots of things you can do with them! Crochet and display your family pets along with crocheted people in your family for a unique family portrait in a shadowbox frame. The tiniest pets can be used as keychains if you attach a short cord and split ring. Make Christmas tree ornaments by attaching a short length of ribbon to the top. My favorite thing to do is to simply arrange them on a shelf. They make unique home decor as they are, and what better way to memorialize a pet than with a miniature version you can love forever?


I hope you enjoy using this book to make your own pet. I love our family dogs, Kona and Bear. The truly unconditional love they show, even when I’m in a bad mood, or if I’m having a bad day, stressed out, or just too busy, is unlike any other relationship. They are still always excited to see me, ready for a good ear scratching, belly rub, or just to cuddle up next to me on the couch. I wrote this book in honor of that special bond between pet and pet lover. I hope it allows you to show your pet love in a new way.
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getting started



 


TOOLS


There are several things as an amigurumi artist that you’ll need in your arsenal. Basic tools and some fun yarn are all you’ll need to create a full menagerie of pets for everyone you know! That is one of the greatest things about making amigurumi. The small amount of yarn needed and the relatively short amount of time it takes to make them, makes amigurumi a great gift sure to please even the most hard to shop for person on your list!


Crochet Hooks


For the patterns in this book, I chose to use a smaller than average hook. Because the animals you will be making will be pretty small, to get a lot of detail, you need to use a small hook.


My favorite hooks are the ones with ergonomic handles. Because of the small detail work involved in many of the AmiguruME Pets patterns, you’ll probably also enjoy using a crochet hook that is comfortable to use on tiny stitches.


If using a small hook presents a problem for you, by all means, feel free to increase the size of your hook. When you increase the size of your hook, the stitches will increase in size, and therefore, your animals will too. Going up in size with your hook necessitates using slightly thicker yarn, or the holes in your stitches will be too large and stuffing will show through. As long as you can get a tight, solid fabric, your hook and yarn combination should be fine.


Below are several examples of what you can expect when you choose to increase hook size and yarn gauge. The dog on the left is made using lightweight yarn and a C hook, as called for in the patterns in the book. The dog on the right is made using worsted-weight yarn and an E hook. The dog in the middle is made using a super bulky weight yarn and an H hook. You could go even smaller or larger, using the same patterns, and come up with even more variety!
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Needles


In most of the patterns, you will be instructed to use a yarn needle and an embroidery needle. Stitching animals together with yarn will necessitate using a yarn needle, which has a blunt tip and is used between stitches. An embroidery needle is used for adding details, like mouths, with embroidery floss.


Scissors


A good pair of sharp scissors is absolutely necessary. You’ll be snipping yarn and embroidery floss, as well as felt details.


Slicker Brush


A pet brush with lots of tiny metal bristles, called a “slicker brush,” is a great tool for brushing yarn surfaces. Any time you want a furry surface, brush each piece gently with a slicker brush before assembling pieces. If you assemble the animal first, it is harder to get in tight spots and it sometimes pulls seams apart. Acrylic or wool blend yarns usually work best with this technique, instead of smoother cotton yarns.


Other Tools


Good quality craft glue will work wonders for tiny bits of felt if you don’t want to stitch. A long dowel or even a knitting needle will do the trick for stuffing your animals. Stitch markers are indispensable for keeping track of the spiral rounds used in amigurumi.


MATERIALS


Yarn


I think the most fun thing about needlecrafts is the huge variety of yarn. I personally love going to my local yarn shop or a craft store and browsing the aisles just to see what is new. It’s such a tactile experience, and when I see new novelty yarns or a unique color or pattern, I instantly start brainstorming what I can use that yarn to make.


In the Pets patterns, I call for a fine gauge yarn. I usually use worsted weight, but for these smaller projects, to get really fine detail and make small parts, I like a lightweight or sport-weight yarn. Luckily there are lots of options available. There are even bouclé textured and fuzzy yarns that work beautifully for making animal furs. When you are looking for yarn, don’t forget to look at the baby yarns. Many of them are finer gauge and come in fuzzy textures that work perfectly in these projects.


Stuffing


Use a polyester fiberfill stuffing for your pets. I like to use the softest I can find, as I find it clumps less easily and is better suited for stuffing small pieces. Use a long dowel, knitting needle, or the eraser end of a pencil to stuff narrow pieces like tails and legs, if necessary.


Safety Eyes and Noses


There are so many options available to you for animal eyes and noses. From basic black eyes to iridescent purple cat eyes, and fuzzy black oval noses to triangular pink cat noses, there are hundreds of ways to personalize your pet. In each pattern I’ve suggested sizes and shapes, and sometimes colors, but substitutions can be made in any case. Placement of each of these is also suggested, as far as which rounds and how many stitches apart they should be, but this is another way you can switch things up for your own pet.


Sometimes it is difficult to tell where you want to place your eyes and nose until the animal is finished. More than once I’ve inserted and “locked in” safety eyes and washers, only to discover after stuffing and sewing up an animal, that I wish I’d moved them down slightly, or put them closer together. There is a way around this problem! If in doubt, crochet the entire head, then “try on” the eyes and nose after the entire thing is finished. Dab an extremely tiny amount of super glue over the spot you want to insert the eye and or nose, and immediately insert the post of the safety eye, being very careful not to spread the glue. This will hold the eye or nose into place permanently. I would not recommend doing this if the pet will be given to children, as the glue could release and there could be a choking hazard. But for pets that will be on display, I love this trick.


Felt


Sometimes you aren’t able to find the perfect eyes or that “just right” nose for your pet. Use felt instead. Cut into shape and simply stitch on with matching thread or glue on with a good quality craft glue. Felt also works well in a situation in which you want to give a pet to a small child and don’t want to use any hard plastic pieces. Felt adds nice details when used behind eyes, as in the Parrot or Sloth, or as teeth, or even inside ears. You can even add a few spots with felt by stitching or gluing on small pieces.


Embroidery Floss


Embroidery is an essential addition to your pets. Stitching with embroidery floss you can add toes, mouths, nostrils, or even stripes and spots. I am never without black floss, but I also keep plenty of other colors on hand too.


Markers


This one may surprise you. “Allison, you want me to draw on my precious crocheted pets?!” There are some situations in which embroidering or sewing on felt patches, or changing yarn colors in the middle of the round is just not practical (I’m looking at you, Dalmatian!). A basic black or brown marker comes in very handy if you want to really personalize your pet. If there is a tiny black spot right above your pup’s right eye, get out your marker and dab it on the crocheted version: instant personalization! Even stripes can be effectively recreated with a few strokes of a marker. Some dogs have black pigmented mouths and a few careful swipes of a black marker can accomplish this look well. Go easy at first, as the ink could spread if you press too hard.
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HOW TO CROCHET


Before you can start recreating your pets in crochet, you need to learn a couple of basics. If you already know how to crochet, you can move on to Chapter 1 and get started. If you are new to all this amigurumi business, read on!


There are no fancy stitches to learn in order to make the cutest dog or the scariest dinosaur. Lucky for you, amigurumi is made using really simple stitches and techniques.


Hold Your Hook


There are many ways people hold their crochet hooks. The two basic grips are the pencil grip and the overhand grip. Try out both and see which is most comfortable to you. It is hard to switch to a different grip once you’ve found your favorite. I use the pencil grip.
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Now that you’ve got a hold on your hook, try out some basic stitches. You’ve got to figure out how to handle the yarn, which for some people presents a challenge at first. Stay with it—you’ve got this!


Handling Yarn




[image: ]




When you crochet, your hook goes in your dominant hand (are you a righty or a lefty?), and the yarn goes in the other. Some people like to intricately wrap the yarn around their fingers, providing tension that is necessary for even stitches, and some people just let the yarn fall gently over their hands. Whatever is comfortable to you is the right way to do it.


As you work crochet stitches, keep in mind that every time you move the yarn around the hook, referred to as a “yarn over” or “yo,” you will wrap the yarn from the back to the front.


Chain Stitch (ch)


The chain stitch is used as a foundation stitch for crocheting, especially when crocheting something flat in rows. It is also used at the end of rows for turning.


1. To make a chain stitch, begin with a slip knot on your hook. This knot does not count as a stitch but is simply holding the yarn onto your hook for you to do the first stitch (A, B, C).


2. Holding your hook in one hand and with the yarn coming from the ball in the other hand, bring the yarn over the hook (yarn over). It will look like there are two loops of yarn lying over the top of your hook (D).


3. “Catch” the yarn that you just wrapped, and pull it through the first loop on your hook. One loop will remain on your hook, and you’ve just completed one chain stitch (E)! Repeat steps 2 and 3 for as many chains as the pattern calls for (F).


Each stitch will be a “v” shape. Keep that in mind as you start counting your stitches. The slip knot we started with will not look like a “v” and will not be counted as a stitch. The chain will have a “v” on the front and a little bump on the back. When you start crocheting into a chain, your goal will be to insert your hook between the “v” on top and the bump on the back. This is challenging, even for experienced crocheters, and many people (ahem!) cheat a little and insert the hook into the middle of the “v” for that first row of stitches, or even into the back bar, or bump, of the chain. It leaves a nice lower edge. Try it several ways, and see what is most comfortable for you.
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Slip Stitch (sl st)


The slip stitch in crochet is mainly used to move around your work without adding much height to your crocheted piece. It can also be used to join rounds in circular crochet. Because we will be using the Adjustable Ring method for crocheting in the round, which you’ll learn next, the slip stitch will be used mainly for fastening off work.


1. Insert the hook into the next stitch. Catch the yarn, without wrapping it around your hook, and pull up a loop.


2. Pull the loop all the way through the loop on your hook. You are left with one loop on your hook, and one slip stitch has been made.


Single Crochet (sc)


Number one stitch to learn? Single crochet. Is the foundation of all amigurumi, as you’ll find. It is a small stitch, and very sturdy, so for amigurumi it is perfect to make a dense solid fabric. All the other stitches you’ll learn are a variation on the single crochet. The instructions below address crocheting into stitches. Of course when you start, you will crochet into a chain (for rows in flat projects) or a ring (for rounds). Try out a few rows of single crochet just to get a feel for it. You’ll be an expert in no time.


1. Insert your hook into the front of the stitch (or chain), under both loops of the stitch (or chain) (A), and pull a loop through to the front. Two loops are on your hook (B).


2. Wrap the working yarn around your hook. There are three loops on your hook (C). Pull the last loop through the first two loops. Only one loop remains on the hook. This is one single crochet stitch (D).
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Adjustable Ring Method


Making an adjustable ring only requires a few extra steps and will give your in-the-round projects a smooth start. There are alternative ways to start crocheting in the round, but other methods leave tiny holes. The chain stitch you just learned will be used only once, in the very beginning, but it is a key element.


1. Begin by making a small ring or loop with the yarn, crossing the end of the yarn over the front of the working yarn, leaving a 6-inch (15-cm) tail (A). This ring will be closed in the last step.


2. Hold where both strands of yarn overlap along the ring, keeping the working yarn behind the ring. Moving from front to back, insert your crochet hook into the ring (B), and pull up a loop from the working yarn (C). Make one chain stitch (ch) by yarning over from back to front and pulling through the loop on your hook. There will be one loop on your hook (D, E).


3. Insert your crochet hook back into the ring (F). Pull a loop of working yarn through the center of the ring (G).


4. Now there are two loops on your crochet hook. Yarn over and pull through both loops, completing a single crochet stitch (sc) (H, I).


Continue crocheting around both the tail and the ring, repeating steps 3 and 4, until you have the desired number of single crochet stitches (J). When you do, gently pull on the yarn tail to close up the ring. The ring of stitches you have just created will be the base for all of the rest of your stitches and counts as the first round.
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Half Double Crochet (hdc)


Half double crochet stitches are exactly what they imply. They are half of a double crochet stitch, which you’ll learn next. They are a little taller than a single crochet.


1. Before inserting your hook under the stitch, yarn over (A). Continue on as if you were going to make a single crochet. Insert your hook under the “v” of the next stitch (B) and pull up a loop. Now you will have three loops on your hook (C).


2. Wrap the working yarn around your hook (D). There are four loops on your hook. Pull the last loop through the first three loops. Only one loop remains on the hook. This completes one half double crochet stitch (E).
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Double Crochet (dc)


Double crochet stitches are twice as tall as a single crochet.


1. Wrap the yarn around the hook (yarn over) (A), and insert your hook into the next stitch (B). Pull up a loop. Three loops will be on your hook (C).


2. Yarn over (D) and pull the yarn through the first two loops on the hook (E). Two loops will be on the hook.


3. Yarn over again (F) and pull the yarn through the last two loops on the hook. There will be one loop on the hook. One double crochet stitch has been made (G).
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Triple Crochet (trc)


Triple crochet stitches are three times as tall as a single crochet.


1. Wrap the yarn around the hook twice (yarn over), and insert your hook into the next stitch. Pull up a loop. Four loops will be on your hook.


2. Yarn over and pull the yarn through the first two loops on the hook. Three loops will be on the hook.


3. Yarn over and pull the yarn through the first two loops on the hook. Two loops will be on the hook.


4. Yarn over again and pull the yarn through the last two loops on the hook. There will be one loop on the hook. One triple crochet stitch has been made.


Bobble Stitch


The bobble stitch is used a time or two for thumbs, like in the Monkey, page 131. It creates a small round bump in the round. Several double crochets are used. You will see this in patterns written like this: bobble [5 dc]


1. Yarn over (A) and insert the hook into the next stitch (B). Pull up a loop (C). Three loops will be on the hook.


2. Yarn over (D) and pull through just two loops. Two loops remain on your hook (E).


3. Repeat steps 1 and 2 into the same stitch (F) until you’ve made the required number of double crochets as indicated in brackets: [ ]. Each time step 2 is com-pleted, there will be one more loop on your hook. When you’ve made the required number of double crochets, the number of loops on your hook will be one more than the number of double crochets you made. For example, if the pattern calls for bobble [5 dc], you will have six loops on your hook (G).


4. Yarn over (H) and pull through all the loops on your hook. One loop remains on your hook, and you’ve made one bobble stitch (I).


5. When you crochet into the next stitch, the bobble stitch you just made will puff out (J). You may need to help the bobble puff out to the right side of the fabric by gently pushing it to the outside.




[image: ]






[image: ]






[image: ]






[image: ]






[image: ]






[image: ]






[image: ]






[image: ]






[image: ]






[image: ]




Increasing


Increasing in crochet is very simple. You will crochet two stitches into one stitch. Increases in rounds are spaced evenly, as written in each pattern. A note about increasing in rounds: by staggering the increases, the finished piece will have a rounder shape. For example, crocheting a few stitches before beginning an increase repeat will make the increase blend in easily, while stacking the increases, or increasing in the same spot in each round, is more noticeable.


Decreasing


To decrease, you have a couple of options.


Single Crochet Two Together (sc2tog)


You may single crochet two stitches together (sc2tog) by inserting your hook into the next stitch (A), pulling up a loop (B), inserting into the next stitch (C) and pulling up another loop (D), and then yarning over (E) and pulling the loop through all the loops on your hook. One loop remains and you have created one sc2tog decrease (F). This is the traditional method used but may leave tiny gaps before and after the stitch. When working in rows, I like to use the sc2tog decrease.


Invisible Decrease (invdec)


Another method of decreasing is the invisible decrease. This creates a less noticeable stitch and is a favorite of amigurumi lovers. Moving your hook from the front to the back of each stitch, insert your hook into the front loop only of the next two stitches (G), and pull a loop up through both (H). Two loops are on your hook. Yarn over (I) and pull through both loops. One loop remains on your hook, and you have made one invdec.
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Crocheting into Back Loops Only (BLO) or Front Loops Only (FLO)


In most instances, each stitch is crocheted under both loops of the stitch. Sometimes it’s necessary to crochet only into one loop of the stitch. This creates a little ridge on the front or back of the work, depending on which loop you crochet into, and makes a stretchier and somewhat thinner fabric. When a pattern calls for crocheting into the back loops only, or BLO, you will insert your hook into the middle of the “v” of the stitch, under only the back of the stitch (A). If the pattern tells you to crochet into the front loops only, or FLO, you will insert your hook into the front of the stitch, under only the front loop, and out through the middle of the “v” (B).
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Changing Color


There will come a time when you’re crocheting that you either want to change colors or run out of yarn and need to add yarn from a new ball. It is quite simple to perform a quick change without making a single knot.


1. Work the last stitch before the change until the last step of the stitch, just before your last yarn over (A).


2. Instead of finishing the stitch with the old yarn, drop it to the back and pull a loop of the new yarn through the remaining loops on the hook (B). Continue to the next stitch with the new yarn (C, D).


To secure the two ends, continue crocheting, laying the yarn tails on top of the stitches and crocheting over them several times. Clip them with several inches of length left over. After finishing the piece you are working on, you can weave in the ends with a yarn needle.
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Customize Your Colors


Looking through this book, you’re going to see lots of different animals that use more than one color of yarn. The patterns are all written so that whenever and wherever in the course of making your pet, you can change color. You might want to change color somewhere within the body, giving your cat a white belly, for example, or make the tip of your dog’s tail a different color than the rest, which is perfect for a Beagle. Your Pony’s muzzle may need to be a different color than the rest of her head, or your custom Snake might need stripes. Follow instructions for changing color to customize your pet’s coloration however you’d like. No two animals have identical coloring, and the sky’s the limit with the number of different colors you can use.


Fastening Off


All done? Time to fasten off.


Simply finish your last stitch, cut the yarn about 6 inches (15 cm) away from the stitch, and hook the strand, pulling it all the way through the loop on your hook.


When working in the round, after completing your final stitch, insert your hook into the next stitch (A), hook the strand (B), and pull it all the way up through the loop on your hook (C, D). This is a slip stitch (sl st) and makes a smooth edge finish.


Finish by weaving in the yarn tail with a yarn needle. For stuffed toys, the end can be hidden inside the toy. Insert the needle into the toy all the way through to the other side, pulling tightly. Clip the yarn tail close to the surface, and let go, and the yarn tail will retract, hiding itself inside.
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Special Amigurumi Techniques


There are several non-crochet techniques you’ll need to learn that are unique to making amigurumi.


Stuff It


In the Materials section we discussed the all-important stuffing that goes into your amigurumi pets. Forget what you’ve always heard about “less is more.” The opposite is true. More is more! Because of the nature of the fluffy fiberfill, over time it will compress and any space you’ve left inside your doll will cause it to lose its shape. Amigurumi should be filled with as much stuffing as you can fit in as long as you are not stretching the fabric so that the stuffing is showing through the holes. If you think you’ve fit in as much stuffing as you can, try a little more. You may be surprised at how quickly you’ll go through a big, 20-ounce (560 g) bag of stuffing!


The smallest pieces you’ll be stuffing are your pets’ arms and legs. If you wait until the end, you may have a tight squeeze. If you want to avoid this, stuff a little as you go. If you don’t have that kind of patience and you want to get it all crocheted at once and worry about stuffing later (like me!), you’ll want to stuff those tiny appendages with a knitting needle, a chopstick, or maybe even the end of your crochet hook. Use tiny bits at a time or it will bunch up beyond repair. Then you’ll be trying to figure out how to pull those big, wadded-up pieces of stuffing out without ruining your work! Can you tell I am writing from experience?


Construct It


When you’ve crocheted the pieces of your pet, stuffed them, and you’re ready to stick them together, what’s next? You need to start construction of what will be your AmiguruME Pet.


Use long straight pins to hold the pieces together; then sew the body parts together using matching yarn and a yarn needle. Many times the stitches will line right up, and you can sew stitch to stitch, creating a seamless join. Most of the time, however, you’re going to need to sew as discreetly as possible, up through one piece, out, back down through the other piece, out, and so on. Try not to split the yarn by sewing between stitches instead of through them. When you’re finished, you can pull the yarn tightly, knot it close to the surface, let it retract back inside, and then weave the yarn back out through another spot. This will hide the knot inside and redirect the tail from coming out in the same spot.


Crocheting Fur


There are lots of fur yarns available, but unless you are making a huge animal, it is impractical to use these yarns to make small AmiguruME Pets because of their bulky gauge. Instead of using fur yarns, I’ve found a couple of ways to achieve a furry surface.


The first way to make a fur on your pet is to use either an acrylic or wool blend yarn and a slicker brush, as described in the Tools section (page 1). Brush each individual part before assembly. Rough it up until the stitches are practically hidden or until you are happy with the fuzziness you’ve achieved. Smooth cotton yarns won’t get the furry texture you are looking for.


Another way to get a furry texture, which is especially good for long haired pets, is to hook individual strands of yarn or even embroidery floss into each stitch where you want long hair. This may sound like a tedious prospect, but because these projects are relatively small, the results are well worth the time it may take. A good example of this technique is the Yorkshire Terrier (pictured on page 44) and the Golden Retriever (pictured on page 33). The Yorkshire Terrier’s fur is simply hooked into place and left to “flow,” while the Golden Retriever has strands hooked and then brushed gently with a slicker brush.


To lock strands of yarn or floss in place, simply insert your crochet hook into the stitch, pull up a loop of new yarn, then pull the ends through loop. Trim as desired. Repeat in the next stitch.




EMBROIDERY HOW-TO


When you’re finished crocheting your amigurumi, you’ll want to add some embroidery for facial features, markings on the animals’ coats, and other details. A few stitches are all you need for some interesting and effective details.


french knot


A French knot is a great stitch for making tiny eyes (like for the Hamster, Mouse, or Fish), spots, or markings. Pull the needle up; wrap thread around the needle two or three times; and insert the needle close to where it came out. Tighten the thread with your other hand, forming a knot, while pulling the thread through to the back.




[image: ]




back stitch


For a thin outline, use a back stitch. The stitches are small and even. Working from right to left, make a short stitch. Pull the needle back up a stitch ahead, and then insert it back down at the beginning of the first stitch. Continue working, connecting stitches backward.
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straight stitch


For simple eyelashes or other disconnected stitches, use a straight stitch of any length.
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stem stitch


For bolder outline stitches, a stem or an outline stitch is appropriate. Working from left to right, make a small stitch. Keep the thread always on the same side of the needle, and bring the needle up where the last stitch went in, following where you want a line, curved or straight.
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