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‘The Word became flesh and pitched his tent among us.’ (John 1:14)


[image: ]





 


 


Imprimatur: + Vincent Nichols (Archbishop of Westminster)


Nihil Obstat: Terry Tastard (Censor)


Date: 3 October 2017


The Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur are a declaration that a book or pamphlet is considered to be free from doctrinal or moral error. It is not implied that those who have granted the Nihil Obstat or Imprimatur agree with the contents, opinion or statements expressed.


All text and photo credits can be found within the Acknowledgements section at the back of this book.


Every effort has been made to trace all copyright holders, but if any have been inadvertently overlooked, the Publishers will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements at the first opportunity.


Although every effort has been made to ensure that website addresses are correct at time of going to press, Hodder Education cannot be held responsible for the content of any website mentioned in this book. It is sometimes possible to find a relocated web page by typing in the address of the home page for a website in the URL window of your browser.


Hachette UK’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and recyclable products and made from wood grown in sustainable forests. The logging and manufacturing processes are expected to conform to the environmental regulations of the country of origin.


Orders: please contact Bookpoint Ltd, 130 Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4SE. Telephone: +44 (0)1235 827720. Fax: +44 (0)1235 400401. Email: education@bookpoint.co.uk. Lines are open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Saturday, with a 24-hour message answering service. You can also order through our website: www.hoddereducation.co.uk


ISBN: 978 1 5104 2382 4
eISBN: 978 1 5104 2379 4


© Andrew Barron, Deirdre Cleary, Patrick Harrison and Joy White 2017


First published in 2017 by


Hodder Education,


An Hachette UK Company


Carmelite House


50 Victoria Embankment


London EC4Y 0DZ


www.hoddereducation.co.uk


Impression number  10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1


Year    2020 2019 2018 2017


All rights reserved. Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, no part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or held within any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher or under licence from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited. Further details of such licences (for reprographic reproduction) may be obtained from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited, www.cla.co.uk


Cover photo © Feng Wei Photography/Getty Images


Illustrations by Aptara Inc. and Oxford Designers and Illustrators


Typeset in India


Printed in Italy


A catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library.





Introduction


This textbook covers the subject content for the new Eduqas Route B GCSE Religious Studies qualification. It spans the Foundational and Applied Catholic Christianity core course content; and also includes material for the study of the religious tradition of Judaism.


This textbook mirrors the organisation of the Eduqas specification to help students and teachers work through the course of study in specification order.


This textbook includes information on all of the key concepts and detailed content for each part of Route B of the specification.


There is some inclusion of references to relevant sources of wisdom and authority, including scripture and/or sacred texts.


None of the Eduqas GCSE Religious Studies component examination papers includes a choice of question. This means that all questions are compulsory.


In your course of study there are some important aspects you might need to consider about religious belief and practice in Great Britain today. This textbook takes account of the following:





•  The landscape of religious belief and practice in Great Britain is changing. Christianity was traditionally the main religion in Britain but today there is great diversity of belief and practice.



•  All six of the main world faiths are practised by people in Britain.



•  Within different religions there is some diversity of belief and practice.



•  Many people claim to have no religious belief* and practise no religion, describing themselves as atheists, agnostics or humanists.





* The term ‘belief’ covers religious and non-religious belief as appropriate.


What is the assessment structure?


The assessment structure for the Eduqas GCSE Religious Studies qualification requires students to complete thre

e component examination papers.


Component 1


Component 1 is the compulsory study of Foundational Catholic Theology. This component consists of two distinct themes, entitled:





•  Origins and Meaning



•  Good and Evil.





Each theme is covered in detail in this textbook.


The length of the examination paper for this component is 90 minutes.


In response to question (c) your answers must include references to two different religions (Catholic Chr

istianity and Judaism) or two religious traditions within Chr

istianity.


In response to question (d) you need to refer to religion and belief in your answers.


This component is worth 37.5 per cent of the total marks.


Component 2


Component 2 is the compulsory study of Applied Catholic Theology. This component consists of two distinct themes, entitled:





•  Life and Death



•  Sin and Forgiveness.





The length of the examination paper for this component is 90 minutes.


This component is worth 37.5 per cent of the total marks.


Component 3


Component 3 is the study of Judaism. The focus of this component is on the beliefs, teachings and practices of Judaism.


The length of the examination paper for this component is 60 minutes.


This component is worth 25 per cent of the total marks.


Assessment objectives


In the examination paper for each component, four types of question test two different assessment objectives. These assessment objectives are referred to as AO1 and AO2 in the specification.


The two different assessment objectives test different dimensions of your religious knowledge and understanding.


In the GCSE examinations, each assessment objective is worth 50 per cent of the total mark.


Assessment objective 1


You need to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief*, including beliefs, practices and sources of authority.


You need to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the influence of religious belief on individuals, communities and societies.


You need to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of similarities and differences within and/or between religions and belief.


The form of questions will vary but common rubric instructions for this assessment objective are:





•  What is meant by…?



•  Describe…



•  Explain…





Assessment objective 2


You need to analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief*, including their significance and influence.


The form of question for this assessment objective will provide you with a statement followed by the rubric instruction:




Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)





Additional note


The complete Eduqas specification is available on the Eduqas website.


There are a variety of digital resources and other materials to support the teaching of this specification.


There is also information about an alternative route (Route A) thr

ough the specification.


Answering the questions


It is important to know the structure of the exam paper and the type of questions that will be asked. In each of the units you will study there are examples of exam questions and reminders of how to answer them. At the end of each unit there are exam-type questions with some points to consider when answering them.


With all exam questions, you need to ask yourself:





•  How many marks are awarded for the question? This will help you determine how much time should be spent on your answer as well as the depth of your answer.



•  What is the question asking you to do? No question will ever ask you to write all that you know! What are the most important words in the question? Remember you can highlight them to help you focus on what the question is asking.





It is important to remember that there are four types of questions. Each has the maximum number of marks obtainable after the question. The space in your exam booklet will give you an idea of how much to write though there is no expectation to fill all of the lines. It is also important to look at the marking grids so you can see what is required for each of the mark bands.


Question (a)


These are always the first question in each unit. They ask you to define what the key concept means. Your definition can include an example. Marks are allocated as follows:





•  Give one mark to candidates who provide an account limited in scope or content.



•  Give two marks to candidates who make an accurate and appropriate account of the concept.





Thr

oughout this textbook you will find definitions and examples of all the key concepts. There are eight for each of the components you are studying. Remember there are only two marks available for these questions, so it important you are able to give an accurate definition which is to the point.



Question (b)



In these questions you will be expected to describe a particular religious teaching, view, practice, belief or issue. There is a maximum of five marks for this type of question. To gain full marks you should be able to show your knowledge using appropriate religious terms and any relevant sources of wisdom or sacred texts.






	Band

	Band descriptor

	Mark total






	3

	An excellent, coherent answer showing awareness and insight into the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. Excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses a range of appropriate religious/specialist language and terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.



	4–5






	2

	A good, generally accurate answer showing knowledge and understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.

A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.


Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority generally accurately.



	2–3






	1

	A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. A limited understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way.



	1






	0

	No relevant information provided.

	0







Question (c)


These questions expect you to explain a key practice, belief or issue in the religions you have studied. There is a maximum of eight marks for this type of question. To gain full marks you should be able to show a detailed knowledge which shows diversity of opinion or practices. You need to use appropriate religious terms and relevant sources of wisdom or sacred texts. Component 1 questions (c) require candidates to offer two religious views.






	Band

	Band descriptor

	Mark total






	4

	An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing knowledge and understanding of the diversity of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. An excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.



	7–8






	3

	A very good, detailed explanation showing knowledge and understanding of the diversity of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. A very good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority accurately and appropriately.



	5–6






	2

	A good, generally accurate explanation showing some knowledge and understanding of the diversity of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority generally accurately.



	3–4






	1

	A limited and/or poorly organised explanation showing limited knowledge and understanding of the diversity of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. A limited understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way.



	1–2






	0

	No relevant information provided.

	0








Question (d)



These are very important questions as they are worth 15 marks. The question requires you to read and understand a statement and then:




Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) (15)





For each question, consider:





•  How many marks are awarded for the question? The question is worth 15 marks and therefore is worth half of each unit. It is important to consider what you are going to include in your answer before you begin.



•  What is the question asking you to do? In the question you are asked to include various and different viewpoints. These do no need to be contrasting, such as two points for and two against, but must be different. The answer must also include religion and belief.





Answers to Component 1 Origins and Meaning question (d) must include non-religious beliefs as well as religious beliefs.


Throughout this textbook there are example answers and tasks which help to practise answering (a), (b), (c) and (d) questions. There are also tasks which will help you develop skills needed for the examination. These skills include:





•  Using religious and sacred text references



•  Using religious language and terms



•  Showing the diversity of beliefs and practices within a religious tradition






Component 1 Question 2(d) and Components 2 and 3 Questions 3(d) and 4(d)







	Band

	Band descriptor

	Mark total






	5

	An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on detailed knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or different viewpoints. An excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.



	13–15






	4

	A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or different viewpoints. A very good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority appropriately and in detail.



	10–12






	3

	A good, generally detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on a generally accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate reasonable judgements and recognise alternative or different viewpoints. A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority.



	7–9






	2

	Limited statement(s) of more than one viewpoint based on limited knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate judgements. A limited understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses limited religious/specialist language, terms and/or few sources of wisdom and authority.



	4–6






	1

	A poor, basic statement of a point of view and a very limited attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or different viewpoints. Tenuous attempt or no attempt made to demonstrate how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Poor use or no use, of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority.



	1–3






	0

	No relevant point of view stated.

	0








Component 1 Question 1(d)







	Band

	Band descriptor

	Mark total






	5

	An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on detailed knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or different viewpoints. An excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

An excellent, highly detailed consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by humanists and atheists.


Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.



	13–15






	4

	A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or different viewpoints. A very good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

A very good, detailed consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by humanists and atheists.


Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority appropriately and in detail.



	10–12






	3

	A good, generally detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on a generally accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate reasonable judgements and recognise alternative or different viewpoints. A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

A good, reasonably detailed consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by humanists and atheists.


Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority.



	7–9






	2

	Limited statement(s) of more than one viewpoint based on limited knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate judgements. A limited understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

A limited consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by humanists and atheists.


Uses limited religious/specialist language, terms and/or few sources of wisdom and authority.



	4–6






	1

	A poor, basic statement of a point of view and a very limited attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or different viewpoints. Tenuous attempt or no attempt made to demonstrate how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

A very basic consideration or no consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by humanists and atheists.


Poor use or no use, of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority.



	1–3






	0

	No relevant point of view stated.

	0










1 Origins and meaning




[image: ]


Key Concepts


Creation ex nihilo ‘Creation out of nothing’. Before God created the universe, nothing existed. Only God can create out of nothing.


Evolution The process of mutation and natural selection which leads to changes in species over time to suit particular environments.


Imago Dei ‘In the image of God’. The belief that human beings are uniquely a reflection of God’s personhood. Unlike the other animals, human beings are rational, free and moral.


Inspiration ‘God breathed’. The belief that the Spirit of God guides an individual to act or write what is good and true.


Omnipotence The belief that God is all powerful.


Revelation The word used to describe all of the ways in which God makes himself known to human beings. Christians believe that God does this finally and fully in the person of Jesus Christ.


Stewardship The duty to care for creation responsibly, as stewards rather than consumers, and to protect it for future generations.


Transcendence Existing outside of space and time; God exists in a way that makes him nothing like anything that exists, above and beyond creation.
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Core Questions




[image: ]


Could life on earth exist due to blind chance?
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Is there any purpose to human life?
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Can you be a Catholic Christian and an Evolutionary Scientist?
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If God created all life, do humans ever have the right to take it away?
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Is human life ‘sacred’?
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When does life begin?
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Why should we care about planet earth?
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Is the Bible really the ‘Word of God’?
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Is there any point in inter-faith dialogue?
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Who is ‘my neighbour’?
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Origins and meaning
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Core learning


By the end of this area of study you will know and understand:





•  what St Augustine wrote about creation from ‘nothing’



•  how to compare Catholic, other Christian and non-religious views on the origin of the universe and of human beings, including Hawking’s theory of the Big Bang



•  scientific theories of evolution from Darwin and Dawkins



•  how to explain the Catholic view that creation and evolution are compatible



•  how the concept of imago Dei relates to the sanctity of human life



•  how to explain views on abortion and the value of life from Catholic, fundamentalist Christian, Jewish and non-religious viewpoints.
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Humans have always asked themselves questions about their origins:





•  How did the first humans get here?



•  Was it an accident or by design?



•  Is there a reason why we exist?



•  Is there a supreme being, or even beings, that brought everything into existence?





Many of the religions of the world have addressed these important questions and have explanations that set out their beliefs about the beginnings of the world, humans and everything that exists. Judaism, Christianity and Islam as the three monotheistic traditions, are united in their belief that there is one God who is responsible for all life.


Creation ex nihilo – out of nothing


When we think about creating something we generally are talking about making something new from things that already exist, for example, making a cake out of flour, eggs and sugar. Catholics believe the way that God created the universe was different to this because he created it out of nothing (ex nihilo). In other words, there were no ‘ingredients’ already in existence for him to use, as he created everything. Not only was there no water, air, land, light or dark, there wasn’t even any time or space. God is solely responsible for everything that exists. Only God can create out of nothing because he is omnipotent (all powerful).

St Augustine of Hippo, an early Christian thinker, explored this idea in his writings Confessions XII,7.




[image: ]


Key Concepts


Creation ex nihilo ‘Creation out of nothing’. Before God created the universe, nothing existed other than God. Only God, who is eternal, can create out of nothing.


Omnipotence The belief that God is all powerful.
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‘… you, O Lord… made something in the Beginning which is of yourself, in your Wisdom, which is born of your own substance, and you created this thing out of nothing… …From nothing, then, you created heaven and earth’.
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Catholics believe that God created the universe from nothing
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Tasks





1  Choose one of these items and explain to a partner all the materials they are made from.
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2  Christians believe God created the universe from nothing. If this is true what must God be like?
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Catholic and other Christian views about the creation of the universe


Biblical accounts of Creation can be found in the book of Genesis – see pages 14, 22, 32–33.


The Bible is a written text in the same way that we have other fiction and non-fiction books. To properly understand one of Shakespeare’s plays, we might need to know when it was written, what life was like at that time, how language differed then, why he wrote it, what messages he wanted to convey and who he wrote it for. For Catholics, the same is true of the Bible.


Not all Christians interpret the Bible in the same way and, therefore, they understand the Creation accounts differently. Christians are, however, united in that they believe





•  in God



•  that the people who wrote the biblical accounts were inspired by God



•  that God makes himself known to human beings through the Bible



•  that the Bible is the Word of God and helps us to live our lives today.






How Catholics view the Genesis accounts



When you read the accounts of Creation in Genesis you realise that they are two different stories.





•  Genesis 1 was written down about 450BCE as a poem and it tells of the six days of Creation, with God resting on the seventh, making the day holy.



•  Genesis 2 was written earlier in about 950BCE and focuses on the story of the creation of Adam and Eve in some detail.





Catholics today accept that the two creation stories were written as myths. When Catholics talk about a myth in religious terms, they do not mean it is a made up story or an untruth, but rather, it is a story with an underlying truth. A myth is often a symbolic story that conveys a hidden truth and shouldn’t be taken as literally true. The message that the stories convey is what is of greatest importance. Although the two accounts of Creation in Genesis have different details, they share the same truths:
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1. God made everything that exists
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‘Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.’ Gen 1:1-2
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‘This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the Lord God made the earth and the heavens. Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant had yet sprung up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground.’ Gen 2:4-5
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2. Everything that God made was good
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‘God called the dry ground “land,”and the gathered waters he called “seas”. And God saw that it was Good.’ Gen 1:10
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‘The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him”.’ Gen 2:18
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3. Humans were the final act of God’s creation, but the most important
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‘Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.’ Gen 1:26
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‘Then the Lord God formed a man from dust of the ground and breathed into the nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.’ Gen 2:7
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The big idea underpinning the Creation accounts is that God created everything ex nihilo, out of love and that humans were created to experience the love of God, creation and other humans.


Catholics, therefore, believe that the Creation accounts should not be interpreted literally as they come from different times and reflect the thoughts and attitudes of the societies in which they originated. However, they do tell us undeniable truths about God.
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Day 1 – God created night and day:


God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.
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Day 2 – God created the heavens:


And God made the firmament and separated the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament. And it was so. And God called the firmament Heaven.
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Day 3 – God created land and plants:


And God said, ‘Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.’ And it was so. And God said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, upon the earth.’
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Day 4 – God created the sun, moon and stars:


And God made the two great lights, the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night; he made the stars also.
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Day 5 – God created birds and fish:


And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the firmament of the heavens.’
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Day 6 – God created living creatures including man:


Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’


[image: ]





[image: ]




[image: ]




[image: ]




Day 7 – God rested:


And on the seventh day God finished his work which he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had done.


[image: ]





What do other Christians believe about the Creation accounts?


Another way of interpreting the Bible is to believe that it is a factual record that describes events exactly as they happened. This is the view of those that we would describe as fundamentalist or ‘literalist’ Christians. The Genesis accounts, from this point of view, are therefore historical accounts of what actually happened at the beginning of everything. So, a fundamentalist reading of the Bible leads to the belief that the universe was created in six days; Christians who believe this are called Creationists. Likewise, Eve was created from Adam’s rib exactly as it says in the Bible.


Does it matter that Christians have these conflicting views?


Whilst it is important to realise that Christians are united in their beliefs that God created the universe, that everything he made was good and that humans are the high point of his Creation, the fact that Christians interpret the Creation accounts differently is going to matter when it comes to exploring what scientists say about the origins of the universe.
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Jewish views


In Jewish belief, God is the source of all life and referred to throughout the Torah as the sole creator. Prayers are said in Orthodox synagogues expressing this belief: ‘Blessed be He who spoke and the world existed.’ The Modeh Ani prayer is said by many Jews each morning and thanks God for allowing life for another day.


Genesis (the first book of the Torah) tells two creation stories:





•  Heaven and earth, animals and humans are created in six days with the seventh day being a day of rest. Each week observant Jews celebrate Shabbat and keep it as a day of rest.



•  The second creation story in Genesis describes how Adam and Eve were created and placed in the Garden of Eden.





In both, humans are created on the sixth day. Adam, the first human being, was made in the image of God, from dust from the earth. Adam and Eve had power over all things.


Traditionally Rosh Hashanah is the celebration of the day when God created the world and marks the beginning of the New Year.


Some Orthodox Jews believe these stories are true accounts. Others, perhaps more Reform Jews, believe that the Creation accounts are stories which shouldn’t be considered as historical facts. Some may believe that God started the universe through the Big Bang and has guided the creation of life through evolution.
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Tasks





1  Based on the information studied so far, write a word beginning with the letters given, in the boxes below. This could be a specialist term, key person, belief, teaching or practice. Complete the activity by writing a sentence that relates to what you have learned for each of your chosen words. Don’t forget to look at the information on Judaism too.






	Letter

	Word

	Sentence to show your understanding






	G

	Genesis

	The first book of the Bible is called Genesis and it explains how the world was created by God.






	M

	 

	 






	N

	 

	 






	E

	 

	 






	O

	 

	 






	A

	 

	 






	R

	 

	 








2  Jews celebrate God the Creator weekly during the festival of Shabbat and once a year during Rosh Hashanah. How do Christians celebrate God as creator? Think about special days and prayers.



3  The book of Genesis describes how God created the world out of nothing and that everything that he made was ‘good’.







    a  Make a list of things you would describe as good in the world today.


    b  Make a list of things you would describe as bad in the world today.


    c  Looking at your lists, explain to your partner whether you think we are living in a world today that is mainly good or bad. Be prepared to give reasons for your views.
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Non-religious views about the origins of the universe


Today, many think of science and religion as being in opposition to each other, but this view is far too simplistic. Up until the sixteenth century, the philosophers and theologians were the scientists; it was from their work that science was born. In Medieval times belief about the structure of the universe was based on what scholars observed and mathematics. Any scientific reasoning was in line with the Christian faith and the accounts of Creation in Genesis. Scholars at this time were more interested in how you should live your life so that you could enter heaven rather than knowing how the universe worked. The accepted view at this time was that the earth had been created by God, as described in Genesis.


Since those times, science has developed and, as a result, some theories that have been put forward appear to contradict the biblical accounts of creation. The study of the origin of the universe is called cosmology. One of the first challenging ideas for many religious believers was the discovery that the earth went around the sun along with the other planets, rather than being the centre of the universe, as had previously been believed.


Furthermore, scientists have concluded that the world is a lot older than we first thought and today it is believed that the universe is more than 13 billion years old, with our sun forming about 4.6 billion years ago.
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Can you see any similarities between how scientists believe life on earth developed and the biblical accounts of Creation?





The Big Bang theory


The best known theory explaining how the world began is the Big Bang theory which became widely accepted in the 1960s. The theory was first put forward by a Catholic priest, Father Georges Lemaître, and then much later built on by Professor Stephen Hawking. The theory arose as a result of various observations made about the universe, particularly





•  Galaxies far away from our galaxy (which is called the Milky Way) are getting further away and as they do that the whole universe is cooling down.



•  As you observe these galaxies and their stage of development, it seems to suggest that the universe is about 15 billion years old, which has led scientists to believe that there was a one-off moment when it all began, and before which nothing existed. Hawking calls this a ‘moment of singularity’.





The explanation is that the matter that makes up the universe was once compacted together, but because it was so dense and hot, it could no longer keep itself together. As a result, the matter exploded, which is the moment we call the ‘Big Bang’. At this point space and time were created. As temperatures cooled, elements such as helium and hydrogen were formed, islands of more solid matter took shape and these gradually combined to form billions of galaxies, containing billions of stars. These form the universe we know today.


The Big Bang theory has led Hawking and many other scientists to conclude that there is no evidence to suggest that there is a Creator responsible for the origin of the universe; instead things may just have happened by themselves.


The Catholic view of Big Bang theory


The Catholic Church has no reason to question the evidence that scientists present about the origins of the universe. As we saw earlier, there is a long history of the Catholic Church being interested in, and leading on, areas of scientific discovery. In fact, it doesn’t have to be a choice between religion and science because both are perfectly possible.


The theory raises almost as many questions as answers. For example, where did the matter come from that caused the Big Bang? Hawking suggests that since gravity exists, the universe can and will create itself from nothing, but the question is, where did the law of gravity come from? Gravity and matter are not ‘nothing’, so if either of these existed before the universe, then the universe has not come from nothing.
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Stephen Hawking (left, guest starring in an episode of The Big Bang Theory) believes that how the universe was formed can be explained by science without the need for God





Science and theology seem, in fact, to be answering different questions. The author of Genesis is explaining why the universe began. The story was told in a non-scientific age to explain that God was the creator of everything and that he had a special role for humanity to play in the world. These stories express meaning rather than presenting a factual account of historical events. Scientists are answering the question of how the universe was created. The conclusion for Catholics, therefore, is that if the Big Bang theory is correct then perhaps this is the way that God chose to create the world.


Scientific theories of evolution


Charles Darwin


The Big Bang theory has provided a scientific explanation for the origin of the universe without a need to believe that God is responsible. Similarly, various theories have been proposed to explain how new species develop.


Charles Darwin rocked the Christian world in 1859 when he published his book called On the Origin of the Species by means of Natural Selection. He worked as a naturalist on HMS Beagle and spent a long time studying the animals and birds on the Galapagos Islands which are a thousand miles off the coast of South America. He noticed major differences in some of the animals across the different islands, particularly in relation to a type of bird called finches. Some of the finches had thin, sharp beaks whereas those on other islands had short, fat beaks. The size and shape of their beaks were best suited to the food source that was available to them on each island.


He concluded that these variations happened naturally by chance when a species produced offspring. However, in some cases the variation was very useful and made it more likely that these animals would survive and breed, producing the next generation. So, over time the useful variation was passed down and became more common, which eventually led to different variations of animal and eventually to whole new species. This process is referred to as natural selection or ‘survival of the fittest’.
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Darwin’s observations of variation in the beaks of finches led to his theory of evolution





Darwin proposed that this process had repeated itself many times over a long period of time, leading to completely new species of animals emerging. This process is known as evolution. This was highly controversial at the time; according to this theory one species is descended from another species from which it is different. If we are to work backwards, human beings have descended from an ape-like species which itself came from a species of mammal, and these mammals descended from a reptile who had come from a fish until eventually all life can be traced back to a simple bacterium.
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Key Concept


Evolution the process of mutation and natural selection which leads to changes in species over time to suit particular environments.
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The theory of evolution is supported by fossil records which reveal that a large number of species have not survived and also that earlier forms of animals have survived but in a mutated form (for example, elephants are closely related to the extinct woolly mammoth). DNA research also seems to suggest that there are very close similarities between many species, which further reinforces evolutionary theory.


Richard Dawkins


Professor Richard Dawkins is a British scientist who is often referred to as ‘the most famous atheist in the world’. He has been outspoken about his support for Darwin’s theory of evolution, atheism, humanism and is in opposition to religion. Dawkins believes that the theory of evolution and natural selection explain the origins of the universe much better than the idea of a creator God. He famously said that you could not be sane and well-educated and disbelieve the theory of evolution.


Dawkins is well known for the work that he has done to build on Darwin’s theory of natural selection. In his book, The Selfish Gene (1976), he argues that it is the individual genes within organisms that adapt and evolve, not organisms themselves. Dawkins argues that each living organism’s body is just a survival machine for its genes and does not serve any other purpose. He described life as just ‘bytes and bytes and bytes of digital information’. Therefore, humans are no more than carriers of DNA whereby over time, good genes survive and bad genes die out. Dawkins, therefore, rejects





•  any notion of a creator God who has a plan for the universe



•  the concept of an immortal soul given by God.







[image: ]

Richard Dawkins is outspoken in his view that there is no God and that human life is explained entirely by the theory of evolution





Is evolution compatible with Catholic beliefs?


For many, Darwin’s and Dawkins’ views are challenging because they appear to conflict with the Catholic idea that human beings have a special role in God’s creation. Dawkins argues that evolution means that:





•  the creation of humans was just a lucky genetic mutation



•  humans are merely another slightly more advanced form of animals



•  humans have no greater importance on this earth than other animals.





However, Catholics accept the theory of evolution but disagree with the idea that it means that humans aren’t special and all life developed by chance. Pope St John Paul II restated the view of Pope Pius XII, that the Church saw no conflict between evolution and the teachings of the Christian faith. He went on to encourage theologians and scholars of Scripture to be informed by scientific research in their ongoing work.


The Catholic Church does not expect Catholics to believe that humans were created on the sixth day looking exactly as they do today. What is important to the Catholic Church is not whether God chose to create through a Big Bang and a process of evolution over many millions of years, but that in Genesis, God created with purpose and so everything that exists is part of his loving plan. This is what is important for Christians to understand; not how it happened but why it happened.
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‘If methodical investigation within every branch of learning is carried out in a genuinely scientific manner and in accord with moral norms, it never truly conflicts with faith, for earthly matters and the concerns of faith derive from the same God.’


Gaudium et Spes 36
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Pope St John Paul II in his Message to the Pontifical Academy of Sciences: On Evolution (22 October 1996):
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‘…In his encyclical Humani Generis (1950), my predecessor Pius XII has already affirmed that there is no conflict between evolution and the doctrine of the faith regarding man and his vocation.’
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What do other Christians believe about the Big Bang theory and evolution?


Whereas the Catholic Church and other Liberal Christians support these theories, some Christian denominations, most notably some Fundamentalist and Evangelical Christians, see them as an attack on their beliefs. These Christians interpret Scripture literally and believe that the Bible has come directly from God and that every word is historically true and accurate. Any scientific account of creation that conflicts with the Genesis account is, therefore, considered wrong. Their views would include:





•  The actions of the creator God brought about all life.



•  A great variety of life forms suddenly appeared on earth at the time of creation.



•  Plant and animal species were created with their characteristics complete at the time of creation.



•  Human life was created last, with characteristics that were complete at the time of creation.





The last two points, therefore, rule out the idea of evolution.
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Tasks





1  Choose any three concepts from the table below and write an explanation of what they mean on a whiteboard, or tell your partner.






	Evolution

	Atheism

	Big Bang theory






	Humanism

	Survival of the fittest/Natural selection

	Fundamentalist






	Ex nihilo

	Cosmology

	Omnipotent








2  Which of these statements about Catholic teachings on the origins of the universe are false? (There may be more than one!)







    a  God created the universe from nothing.


    b  The Big Bang theory is wrong.


    c  Humans are the high point of God’s creation.


    d  Humans appeared on earth exactly in the form that they are today.


    e  The account of Creation in the Bible should not be taken literally.








3  Using a Venn diagram, show what beliefs Catholic and Fundamentalist Christians have in common about the creation of the universe and how their views differ.




[image: ]





4  Look back at the account of Creation in Genesis 1 and the scientific timeline of evolution. Summarise the order of creation in the two different accounts on a table, e.g.






	Genesis 1

	Evolution






	Light – Night and day

	Formation of the sun






	 

	 












    a  What are the similarities between the two timelines?


    b  Can you be a Christian and an Evolutionary Scientist? Explain your reasons.








5  Imagine you can invite one of the following people to talk to the class.
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    a  Who would you choose?


    b  What three questions would you ask them to challenge their views?


    c  Which of the people above do you agree with most? Give three reasons why.
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Catholic beliefs and teachings about the origin and sanctity of human life


Is human life special?
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Is human life more important than other forms of life?





The fact that humans appear to be the only creatures capable of using reason to make moral decisions, has led many people, whether they are religious or not, to believe that human life has more value than other kinds of life and is precious. For those with no religious faith, life is special because it is the only life we have.


For Christians, human life has special value because they believe that each person is unique because God made them and there is no one else quite like them. Sadly we know this when those we love die, because they leave a space that can’t be filled by anyone else. We might have another sister, son or friend but they can’t ever replace the person that we have lost. All Christian denominations believe that human life is special and a gift from God.


The Catholic Church teaches that all human life is sacred (holy) and that everyone has a right to life which should be protected and valued at every stage.


Imago Dei – the image of God


Both of the Creation accounts in Genesis 1 and 2 describe how God planned and made the world. Everything that exists does so because God created it, including plants and animals and his final creation, humans, who were his most important.
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‘Human life is sacred because from its beginning it involves the creative action of God and it remains forever in a special relationship with the Creator, who is its sole end…’


Catechism of the Catholic Church 2258
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Key Concept


Imago Dei ‘In the image of God’. The belief that human beings are uniquely a reflection of God’s personhood. Unlike the other animals, human beings are rational, free and moral.
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The creation of humans in both Genesis accounts is different to the way that we are told that other living things are created for three main reasons:





1  Humans are special. In Genesis 1, it states that humans were not just created by God but created in his image.







‘Then God said, Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.


So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; Male and female he created them.’


Genesis 1:26–27





In Genesis 2, God creates Adam from the earth and breathes life into him so that he can live. These accounts demonstrate that the creation of humans was unlike the rest of creation because they were made in a unique way and most importantly in the image of God. The Latin term for ‘in the image of God’ is imago Dei.


    Catholics believe that since only humans have been made in God’s image, they, therefore, have a special dignity which should be recognised in everyone that they meet whatever their gender, colour, status or belief.





2  Furthermore, humans have an immortal soul which has come from God and will go back to God, so their destiny is to share eternal joy with God in heaven.



3  Humans have freedom to make moral choices. In Genesis 2, it says:







‘And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. For when you eat from it you will certainly die.’


Genesis 2:16–17
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Catholics believe that humans are made in God’s image and have a special dignity





Saint Catherine of Siena on the image of God


St Catherine (1347–80) was a woman who had a deep spiritual faith and was passionate about making people aware of God. She spent most of her time with sinners and outcasts because she knew that God loved them all, as they were all created in his image.


Her most famous work is called The Dialogue of Divine Providence and is a conversation between God and a soul trying to make her way to God. The choice of the word her in reference to the soul is a Latin tradition.


The Dialogue of St Catherine of Siena, of Discretion
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‘Her dignity is that of her creation, seeing that she is in the image of God, and this has been given her by grace, and not as her due. In that same mirror of the goodness of God, the soul knows her own indignity, which is the consequence of her own fault.’


‘What made you establish man in so great a dignity? Certainly the incalculable love by which you have looked on your creature in yourself! You are taken with love for her; for by love indeed you created her, by love you have given her a being capable of tasting your eternal Good.’
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In The Dialogue of Divine Providence, Catherine of Siena says that humans were made by God in his image because he loves them





There are three important messages that come from St Catherine’s writing:





1  Humans originate from God – in the same way that children originate from their parents or your reflection in the mirror originates from you:
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‘Her dignity is that of her creation, seeing that she is in the image of God.’
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2  Conscience – when we look in a mirror we see our face, the good and bad; freckles, spots, wrinkles! Since humans have God’s truth in their lives, they have an inner conscience that tells them when their actions are right or wrong, just like looking in a mirror:
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‘In that same mirror of the goodness of God, the soul knows her own indignity, which is the consequence of her own fault.’
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3  Love – St Catherine reflects that the reason that humans have been made with such dignity in the image of God is because he loves them immeasurably. He created out of love.
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‘You are taken with love for her; for by love indeed you created her.’
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Fundamentalist Christian views and non-religious views about the value of human life


Most human beings are in agreement that human life is special and worthy of protection.
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‘The child, by reason of its physical and mental immaturity, needs special safeguard and care, including appropriate legal protection before as well as after birth.’ (United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights)
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For religious believers, human life is considered to be sacred or holy because it has come from God. This idea is known as the sanctity of life. Since all life originates from God and is precious, it should be valued and protected, not destroyed.
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Tasks





1  Acrostics are a good way of remembering key information. Complete the one below to show you understand what the concept of imago Dei means. One letter is done for you.





Image of God


M


A


G


O


D


E


I





2  Explain what the Catholic Church teaches about the origin and sanctity of human life. Try and include the following words and phrases in your answer:
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3  Christians believe that humans are made in God’s image. Give examples of ways this belief influences







    a  the moral choices individuals make


    b  living in British society.
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What is abortion?


Abortion is the deliberate ending of a pregnancy. Before 1967, abortion was illegal in Britain, however this doesn’t mean abortions didn’t take place. Instead thousands of illegal or ‘back street’ abortions were carried out each year and led to serious injury and sometimes the death of the woman.


In 1967, abortion was legalised up to 28 weeks, as long as certain criteria were met. Two doctors must agree to the procedure for it to go ahead and decide that, if the pregnancy were to continue, it would be a risk to the physical or mental health of the mother or her existing family. Other grounds on which an abortion can be granted is if the woman’s life is in danger or there is a substantial risk that the baby might be born with a physical or mental disability. The 1990 Abortion Act lowered the number of weeks to 24, however in rare cases where the woman’s life is at risk or there is the likelihood of severe abnormality in the baby, then there is no time limit on abortion.


Attitudes towards abortion
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In the UK abortion can take place up to 24 weeks into pregnancy with the consent of two doctors.





Abortion is a highly controversial issue and has been widely debated since its legalisation. Arguments on both side of the debate centre around three main issues:





1  Preserving Life – There are those who believe it is always wrong to take a human life and that includes the life of unborn babies. However, there are widely held views on when life actually does begin. Is it the moment of conception? When implantation occurs? When the first movements can be felt in the womb? The instant the heart starts to beat? When a baby is born?



2  Quality of Life – There are those who argue that the issue isn’t whether the unborn baby is a life or not, but whether having the child will adversely affect the quality of life of the mother or the child. If the mother is going to suffer mentally or physically by having the child, for example, if the mother has been raped or if the child will be born with severe disabilities, then some argue that, in these circumstances, it is kinder to have an abortion.



3  Rights and Responsibilities – Some people believe that every human has a right to life, even an embryo, and potential parents should take responsibility for bringing new life into the world. This view is usually referred to as ‘Pro-life’. On the other side of the debate, there are those who believe that the important issue is that the woman has rights. She has the right to do what she wants with her body and that includes having an abortion. Some who take this view accept that an unborn baby has rights but would argue that the woman’s right to do what she wants with her body takes priority. This standpoint is referred to as ‘Pro-choice’. Currently, in law the father has no legal rights.
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The Catholic Church views all human life as sacred





The Catholic Church and abortion


Preserving life


The Catholic Church is against abortion in all circumstances because human life is sacred. The Catholic Church teaches that life begins at conception. It is God who gives life at this moment and it is the start of a human being’s relationship with God. This life is often described as ‘a life with potential’ rather than a potential life.




‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.’


Jeremiah 1:5





Abortion is, therefore, seen as murder and a great moral evil, which is against one of the Ten Commandments: ‘Do not murder’.


The Church values the life of both mother and child. If a mother’s life is in danger during the pregnancy then it supports some of the treatments which could save the life of the mother even if it threatens or destroys the life of the unborn child. For example, when the mother might need treatment for cancer, such as chemotherapy. This is known as the principle of double effect.
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The principle of double effect


Some actions may have more than one effect – the intended effect and a side effect (double effect). Sometimes even if the intended effect of an action is good, the side effect can be bad. The Catholic Church teaches the principle of double effect – where an action that is intended to have a good effect, but has a bad side-effect can be morally right if it meets the following principles:





1  The action itself must be either morally good or morally indifferent, not morally wrong.



2  The bad effect/result must not be directly intended.



3  The intended good effect/result must be a direct result of the action taken and not a result of the bad result/effect.



4  The good effect/result must be ‘proportionate to’ the bad effect/result.





You will not be asked directly about the principle of double effect in your exam, but it will help you understand why, in some circumstances, the Catholic Church permits medical procedures that will also end a pregnancy, if it is a side effect of saving the life of the mother.
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Quality of life


The Church values all life with no exceptions. All life is equally valuable because it has been given by God and every life is special and unique.


The Church understands that continuing with a pregnancy in some situations might affect the quality of life of the mother, father or child. The Church teaches that the whole community has a responsibility in these cases. Parents, family and friends have an important role to play in providing love and compassion as well as emotional and practical support to women and couples who are considering an abortion.
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The Catholic Church believes that all people are created in God’s image and are equal and special, so abortion is wrong in all cases





Rights and responsibilities
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‘From the time the ovum is fertilised, a new life is begun which is neither that of the father nor of the mother […] It would never become human if it were not human already.’


The Roman Catholic Declaration on Procured Abortion 1973
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The Church teaches that an unborn child is not merely a part of its mother’s body. From the moment of conception it is a separate individual and, therefore, a person with its own rights, even though it is reliant on its mother’s body for life.


Instead of having an abortion, the Church encourages those in this situation to accept their responsibility to give the child life and would encourage them to have the child adopted if they are unable to be a parent.


The Anglican Church and abortion


The Anglican Church is also strongly opposed to abortion and agrees with the Catholic Church that it is a great moral evil. They also encourage adoption as the alternative course of action.


Anglicans uphold the sanctity of human life. However, where they differ from the Catholic Church is that many Anglicans believe there are strictly limited conditions when having an abortion would be preferable to having the child. This is sometimes referred to as ‘the lesser of two evils’. The conditions where this might be the case include:
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