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				WE ARE THE ROMANS

			

		

		
			
				Salve! (That’s Latin for ‘Hello!’) You are about to set off on a tour of the Roman Empire, but this isn’t a tour of dusty old ruined buildings or statues of pompous Emperors. No, instead you will meet real Romans. People who went to work or school, ate their dinner, and went to the loo. In lots of ways, Roman lives were just the same as yours, but in other ways, they were very different. We hope you enjoy getting to know us!

			

		

		
			
				WHAT WAS THE ROMAN EMPIRE?

				Nearly 2,000 years ago the Romans ruled the largest empire the world had ever seen. From their capital in what is now Italy, an army of highly trained and well-armed soldiers had successfully conquered vast areas of Europe, Africa and Asia. This included modern countries such as England and Wales, Spain, Portugal, France, Germany, Greece and Turkey, as well as Egypt and several smaller ones in north Africa.

				Many of the people the Romans defeated were captured and made slaves, but millions of others were eventually allowed to become Roman citizens or to join the army. They learned to speak Latin, the official language of the empire, and hundreds of new towns and cities were constructed for citizens to live in.

				For centuries, the Roman army was at war and countless people were killed in battle. However, the Romans also played an important part in improving the lives of ordinary people in the lands they conquered. So on the one hand, Rome was a brutal conqueror, but on the other hand, it shaped western civilization in many positive ways.
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				WHAT HAPPENED TO ROME?

				Some historians think that the Roman Empire just became too successful to survive. By the 4th century it was too big for anyone to govern it effectively. At one point there were no fewer than four emperors all ruling at the same time, and it took weeks or even months for a person to travel from Rome to any of the furthest parts of the empire. After splitting into two (with two different capital cities) the empire gradually fell apart as neighbouring tribes successfully attacked it from outside. 

			

		

		
			
				WHAT IS ROME’S LEGACY?

				Rome developed many skilled builders and engineers. Many Roman roads are still in use today, and hundreds of their buildings are still standing. By constructing round arches using brick, Romans discovered they could build taller structures than had been possible before. Romans were also impressive inventors, and the homes of the rich had central heating, plumbing for fresh water, and even air conditioning. A lot of other things in the modern world, such as calendars, surgical tools, and even our system of laws, can be traced back to the Roman Empire.
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				I am an old man now and would like to spend more time in Rome. Travelling around such a huge empire is hard and takes time. I prefer my palaces. Most of my people have never seen me but they know my face because every Roman town and city has statues of me on its streets. There are also statues of those who were emperors before me.

				As a young man, before I was emperor, I spent even more time abroad fighting battles against our enemies. I conquered new lands to make the empire even larger. Now it is the largest in the world and it would be impossible for a man to see it all in one lifetime. My advisers tell me it is more than two thousand miles from one end to the other.

				Some emperors ruled because their fathers ruled before them, but I was chosen. Nerva, the previous emperor, chose me for my skill as a soldier. A man can have no greater honour, and in my turn I have chosen a cousin, Hadrian, to occupy the throne when I am gone.

			

		

		
			
				My full name is Nerva Traianus Divi Nervae filius Augustus. It’s difficult to say and even harder to remember, so my subjects know me best as Trajan or they just call me Caesar – the title that rulers of our mighty empire have used for a century or more.

			

		

		
			
				I AM THE EMPEROR

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Although I am old, no one is more powerful than I am. I have clever men to advise me. I have wise priests to guide me, and the greatest generals to fight my battles – but they all know that the emperor is in charge. 

				By controlling the Senate, where Roman laws are made, I control my empire. The army is mine. Its officers and men support me now, just as they supported the emperors of the past. They will support Hadrian and the other men who will come after my death.

				With so much power, an emperor can be good or evil and Romans have lived under both. I admit I have ordered the deaths of many guilty men and women, but I have also let the innocent go free. In the same way, my army has killed thousands in battle, but they do this not for me but for the glory of Rome. 

			

		

OEBPS/image/Generic_Background1.jpg





OEBPS/image/11.png





OEBPS/image/63.png





OEBPS/image/We_Are_The_Romans_Intro_Colour.png






OEBPS/image/8.png





OEBPS/font/Raleway-BoldItalic.ttf


OEBPS/image/53.png





OEBPS/image/We_Are_The_Romans_Contents_Page_Final_09.09.jpg
i A A ol






OEBPS/font/Raleway-Italic.ttf


OEBPS/image/10.png





OEBPS/image/19.png





OEBPS/image/7.png







OEBPS/image/67.png






OEBPS/image/15.png






OEBPS/image/58.png





OEBPS/image/Generic_Background-Red.jpg





OEBPS/image/52.png





OEBPS/font/IM_FELL_Double_Pica_Italic.ttf


OEBPS/image/14.png





OEBPS/font/Raleway-ExtraBold.ttf


OEBPS/image/6.png





OEBPS/image/We_Are_The_Romans_The_Emperor_Final_09.09_revised.png





OEBPS/font/Raleway-Black.ttf


OEBPS/image/12.png





OEBPS/image/61.png





OEBPS/image/13.png





OEBPS/image/Generic_Background.jpg





OEBPS/image/69.png





OEBPS/image/5.png





