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INTRODUCTION


The history of Aston Villa bears striking similarities to the history of English football itself. We gave the modern game to the world in the shape of the Football League, dominated in its formative years and then sat back complacently as everyone else went shooting past us. There was a brief moment of glory some time ago when we proved that we could still compete with, and beat, all-comers but since then flattering to deceive has become an art form.


Since this book was first published we’ve had new owners good and bad, managers good, bad and God-like. The relegation we’d been promising for years finally happened and we tried to do it again. We’ve had cup finals, some of the best and worst football a Villa team has ever produced, an Academy graduate sold for £100 million and that much spent on players we could hardly give away. We’ve had great days when no-one was allowed into the ground and European glory nights when the sound coming out of Villa Park could be heard on the moon. And there’s plenty more where that came from.


Contained herein are just a few of the many memorable statements made about the Villa. They combine to form an insight into the most historical, and infuriating, football club in the world.
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CHAPTER 1


ONCE UPON A TIME IN THE MIDLANDS


Founded in 1874, Aston Villa Football Club are one of England’s oldest and most successful clubs. Their story is full of colour, glory and occasional controversy…








[image: Open quotation.]


If there is a club in the country which deserves to be dubbed the greatest, few will deny the right of Aston Villa to share the highest niche of fame with even the most historic of other aspirants. For brilliance and for consistency of achievement, for astute management and for general alertness, the superiors of Aston Villa cannot be found.


[image: Close quotation.]


WILLIAM MCGREGOR, Aston Villa committee member and founder of the Football League





[image: Open quotation.]


Wanted: manager for Aston Villa Football Club, who will be required to devote his whole time under direction of the committee. Salary £100 per annum. Applications with reference must be made not later than June 23rd to Chairman of the Committee, Aston Villa Club House, 6 Witton Road, Aston.


[image: Close quotation.]


Newspaper advertisement: Villa received 150 applicants for the role, but committee member George Ramsay was appointed on 26 June 1886 with the title of club secretary





[image: Open quotation.]


Since it has been our lot to frequent football matches we have never been witness of such disgraceful scenes. If the dribbling game is to be marred by such cowardly exhibitions, the sooner football is consigned to oblivion the better for all concerned.


[image: Close quotation.]


Birmingham’s Saturday News on disturbances at the Villa v Preston FA Cup tie in 1888 when the cavalry were called in to restore order





[image: Open quotation.]


Every year it is becoming more and more difficult for football clubs of any standing to meet their friendly engagements and even arrange friendly matches.


[image: Close quotation.]


The opening sentence of the letter written by WILLIAM MCGREGOR to 11 other chairmen, which eventually led to the formation of the Football League, 1888
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