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Introduction


When Billie Eilish uploaded “Ocean Eyes”, her first-ever single, onto Soundcloud in 2015, she took the world by storm. She was 13 years old. Not even two full years later, in 2017 she released her debut EP, dont smile at me – and the rest is history. Billie, alongside her songwriting partner-in-crime, brother and producer, Finneas, has grown exponentially as an artist and a human throughout her teen years and into adulthood, despite so much of her life being played out across the public stage.


In 2019 Billie Eilish claimed the first US Number 1 single by someone born in the twenty-first century. Her song “Bad Guy” became a runaway success (“duh”, as she sighs in the chorus). In 2024, at the age of 22, she became the youngest person ever to win two Oscars, both for the Best Original Song, for her work on Barbie and No Time to Die. She’s a vocal spokesperson on issues surrounding climate change and sustainability, pushing major shifts in the music and fashion industries. She is in many ways an LGBTQ+ icon, “coming out” in 2023 due to media pressure on the red carpet and subsequently social media. Billie, alongside her image and her art, is ever evolving.




[image: Billie wears a lime green shirt, jacket, pants and shoes and sunglasses with a lime green frame. Her hair is dyed lime green and black.]




Billie wore a head-to-toe lime green Valentino look to Spotify’s Best New Artist Party, January 2020.










[image: Billie wears tan clothes, skinny glasses and a brown checked bandana, sits on a couch, smiles broadly and speaks into a microphone.]




In February 2024 Billie attended the 39th Santa Barbara International Film Festival, wearing her then-signature bandana and skinny glasses.








“Around when I turned 16, I died and got reincarnated as Billie Eilish,” Billie mused in a 2020 interview with Rebecca Nicholson for The Guardian. While a touch morbid, she certainly has a point: Billie Eilish, the public figure, was not the singer’s first form. She was born Billie Eilish Pirate Baird O’Connell on December 18, 2001. Eilish, one of her middle names, became instead an alter ego.


The public persona of Billie Eilish is not only a musician. For many fans and interested bystanders alike, Billie’s career is tied up with her distinctive-yet-complex sartorial choices; her carefully crafted aesthetic, layered with influences and inspirations, has been at the forefront of fashion for years. In 2021, writing in Vogue, Liam Hess described how Billie “has come to represent the ultimate expression of Gen Z’s eclectic, mix and match approach to style ... taking California skate culture, mall goth fashion, and oversized streetwear-inspired silhouettes and putting them in a blender.”


From vibrant green hair to the baggiest of baggy shorts, Billie has left a mark on the pop star-style landscape. But despite her almost too-cool look, so often completed with a disaffected pout below a pair of shades, Billie Eilish cares: about her style, about her music, about the world. Throughout this book we’ll trace her journey, gazing through the lens of the outfits she’s worn along the way.







“I didn’t know that everything I was doing was gonna give me a specific image,


I was just doing what I was doing.”


BILLIE EILISH


















CHAPTER 1


Early Years












Teen prodigy


Growing up, Billie Eilish was always encouraged to be herself. An artistic streak burns through her family: her parents, Maggie Baird and Patrick O’Connell, were working-class actors, appearing in one-off roles across American television. Her brother, Finneas (whose music career has blossomed alongside Billie’s) had a fierce childhood imagination, nicknaming his sister “Pirate” before she was even born. Though she was eventually named after her late grandfather William, “Pirate” stuck as a middle name. In a 2024 interview with Anthony Mason on CBS Sunday Morning, Billie honoured these inspirations, reflecting, “I’ve just really grown up around the most talented people.”


Then came “Ocean Eyes”. Billie’s first hit was written by her brother for his high school band, but it was transformed by Billie’s dreamy vocals. “She brought life to it that I couldn’t believe,” Finneas described in 2015, comparing her voice to a Stradivarius violin. But once “Ocean Eyes” was released as a single – music video and all – it wasn’t only Billie’s singing that won her audience’s hearts. The video’s distinct aesthetic coupled with Billie’s own piercing blue eyes to make up a dreamland filled with fog and shades of blue, with Billie’s long silver hair finishing off her edgy teen image.




[image: Billie poses for the camera wearing an oversized khaki T-shirt that comes to her thighs, a pair of shoes, a camouflage cap and pigtails.]




A young Billie wore all khaki to the 2016 Teen Vogue Young Hollywood party, with her grazed legs being part of her unpolished charm.










[image: Billie wears green pants, a green full-sleeved shirt and a belt around her waist and poses for the camera on the red carpet.]




For the 2017 Glamour Women of the Year awards, Billie donned a stunning green set by designer Craig Green.








Billie’s mother, Maggie, always told the young star that she could step away if it was too much. “I remember my mom being like ‘you don’t have to do this!’” Billie earnestly told Vanity Fair in 2024, reflecting on her career. But Billie didn’t step away. She wholeheartedly stepped into the limelight, despite the difficulties that come with a public life. From very early on, she began to shape her artistic persona – and clothes were (and remain) a central part of it.


Early outfits from Billie’s career aren’t quite the same style that we’d recognize from some of her later iconic looks. Each outfit is firmly its own, though similarities run through, with a theme very much beginning to emerge. At a Teen Vogue event in 2016, Billie wore a khaki T-shirt dress complete with a camo snapback cap, scuffed grey trainers, an oversized pendant necklace and hoop earrings, exposing bare, grazed legs. It was fitting for the event: she was all teen rebellion.


Over the next year, Billie’s popularity grew, and her looks became more refined. Still, they were experimental: at the 2017 Glamour Women of the Year awards, Billie sported an all-green outfit by British fashion designer Craig Green, with two gold cross-body bags slung across her torso, reminiscent of a harness. “I do have to give myself credit for always going so hard,” she reflected in a British Vogue interview in 2025. “I committed to the bit and I regret nothing.”


At the ASCAP Awards the same year, Billie paired her icy silver hair with shades of brown, leopard print and a white faux-fur jacket casually thrown over her shoulders. It’s an outfit that feels almost misplaced in Billie’s fashion evolution, but hints of her personality shine through, including her love for animals.


Throughout her childhood, Billie’s family prioritized sustainability. She grew up vegetarian (and is now vegan), and was homeschooled in the Highland Park neighbourhood of Los Angeles. Her upbringing shaped her. She laughs in interviews that she can never throw away food wrappers when she’s on the go – they have to be recycled. These are values that have informed huge swathes of Billie’s career and have made their mark on her fashion sense. In a panel from Overheated – a six-day environment-focused event that accompanied the London leg of Billie’s 2022 tour – the singer spoke about her love of thrifting and the way that it coincides with her sustainable mindset. “I’ve never been interested in shopping at a regular store – I don’t really know how to do it,” she said. Her love for unique and second-hand clothes is clear in the outfits she wears. From a young age, Billie has carved her own fashion path. And her experimental style has continued to grow with her.




[image: Billie wears a pair of leopard-print pants, a brown jacket and a cream fur coat over her shoulders, wearing a pair of black mary janes and poses for the camera.]




Billie experimented with prints and textures in her outfit for the ASCAP Pop Awards, May 2017.










[image: Billie wears a black suit and poses for the camera with her brother Finneas and her parents, Patrick O’Connell and Maggie Baird, on the red carpet.]




Billie has always been close to her family. Here, she posed with brother Finneas and parents Patrick O’Connell and Maggie Baird at the Oscars in 2024.










[image: Billie wears a pair of dark denims, a navy cropped puff jacket, a necklace and matching hip chains, bracelets and watches and poses for the camera.]




Billie wore an edgy Chanel look to celebrate the launch of the Coco Club in New York, November 2017.










[image: Billie wears a yellow sweatshirt, yellow pants, a hat with Gucci print and a yellow puffer jacket with yellow trainers and poses for the camera.]


Billie paired two key components of her early style, yellow and Gucci prints, for the Glamour Women of the Year Awards pre-celebration in November 2017.












[image: Billie wears a puffer shirt with the hood up, hip chains, bracelets and chains containing medallions, bracelets, watches and glitter on her face.]




Decked out in golden Chanel medallions and glitter at the Coco Club in 2017, Billie was firmly becoming one to watch.












Yellow


One staple in Billie’s early style was the colour yellow. She rocked the eye-catching shade for event after event in 2017, carving out a space for herself across the red carpet world. Billie’s creative chops were especially clear at the 2017 Billboard Music Awards. The outfit seems simple, at first: Billie wore black satin pants and a sheer long-sleeve black top, with white and yellow trainers and a yellow zip-up jacket thrown over her shoulders. But on closer inspection, it is more than just a vision in black and yellow – layered over the black long-sleeve was a repurposed IKEA bag, with the yellow body transformed into a crop top and the branded blue handle becoming shoulder straps and a choker. Was it a statement about consumerism or a fun example of upcycling?


Either way, yellow was centre stage. In a 2017 interview with New Zealand-based magazine Coup de Main, Billie broke down her fascination with the sunshine hue: “Yellow is my favourite colour,” she said, explaining, “yellow has always been underestimated … It’s such an out-there colour and it works with how I think. In my head, everything is yellow.” She then made a connection between her unconventional fashion sense and the bold shade: “I have this very weird sense of style – you can look on my Instagram and see how weird it is. I love fashion and wearing crazy things and designing clothes. A lot of the time, I’ll wear an outfit that’s all one colour or one idea or one pattern.”




[image: Billie poses for the camera wearing a bright yellow top with a matching jacket over her shoulders and black bottoms and poses for the camera. The logo of Ikea is around her neck.]




Experimental fashion is her forte: Billie wore a DIY top made from an IKEA bag at the Billboard music awards in May 2017.










[image: Billie wears yellow overalls, a yellow puffer jacket, white shoes and layered jewellery and poses for the camera.]




Billie paid homage to her “Bellyache” music video outfit during a visit to Sirius XM Studios, January 2017.













“I love fashion and wearing crazy things and designing clothes.”


BILLIE EILISH








Outfits all in one colour or pattern continued to be a theme for years after that interview, but Billie’s fascination with yellow has never been as strong as it was in 2017. For another event, she paired a Tommy Hilfiger puffer jacket with a white roll-neck, silver chains and a bright yellow PVC rainsuit, worn as overalls. Like the repurposed IKEA bag, this was another instance of mixing the mundane with formality in the boldest of shades. For the premiere of the film Everything, Everything (which featured “Ocean Eyes” on the soundtrack), Billie chose yellow again. This time she wove in a streetwear vibe, pairing an oversized yellow tee with yellow camo joggers from New Future London, a favourite brand throughout Billie’s career. Years later, in the music video for Billie’s Barbie single “What Was I Made For?”, the camo trousers (alongside a matching top) made an appearance in miniature, as clothes for a Barbie doll. In the music video, Billie also wore all yellow.







[image: Billie wears an oversized yellow T-shirt, yellow camouflage pants, braids and combat boots and poses for the camera.]




Continuing the yellow theme in May 2017, Billie attended the Hollywood premiere for Everything, Everything.










[image: Billie wears a yellow hoodie, a pair of yellow pants, a black combat vest and yellow shoes and rushes forward with a broad smile.]




An energetic Billie arrived at Jimmy Kimmel Live! in 2019, bringing yellow back in a later era.








But long before Barbie, Billie dressed in yellow for her “Bellyache” music video, the second single from her EP dont smile at me. This outfit, too, appeared in Barbie-doll miniature years later, reflecting its importance in Billie’s life. The look, all in coordinating warm shades of yellow, included one of her dad’s jumpsuits (with black tape cross on the chest to hide its logo), a rain jacket and a roll-neck, complete with a pair of white Converse trainers. The fictional main character of the song and video is a murderous teenage girl who makes her way down an empty road in a muted yellow desert landscape, at one point pausing to rip a yellow flower out of the earth. All of these aesthetic decisions, made largely by Billie with the help of the video’s directors, played a major role in the shaping of her image.
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