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Introduction



About Component 2: Depth study


Component 2 involves the study of a significant period of historical change and development (around 20–25 years at AS and 40–50 years at A-level) and an evaluation of primary sources.


The American Dream: Reality and illusion, 1945–80


The specification lists the content of this component in two parts, each part being divided into three sections.





•  Part 1: Prosperity, inequality and superpower status, 1945–63







    •  Truman and post-war America, 1945–53


    •  Eisenhower: Tranquillity and crisis, 1953–61


    •  John F. Kennedy and the ‘New Frontier’, 1961–63








•  Part 2: Challenges to the American Dream, 1963–80 (A-level only)







    •  The Johnson presidency, 1963–69


    •  Republican reaction: The Nixon presidency, 1969–74


    •  The USA after Nixon, 1974–80





Although each period of study is set out in chronological sections in the specification, an exam question may arise from one or more of these sections.


The AS examination


The AS examination which you may be taking includes all the content in Part 1.


You are required to answer the following:





•  Section A: one question on two primary sources: which is the more valuable? You need to identify the arguments in each source as well as evaluating the provenance and tone. Using your knowledge in relation to these strands, you need to assess how valuable each source is, and then reach a judgement on which is the more valuable. The question is worth 25 marks.



•  Section B: one essay question out of two. The questions will be set on a topic reflecting that this is a depth paper, and will require you to analyse whether you agree or disagree with a statement. Almost certainly, you will be doing both and reaching a balanced conclusion. The question is worth 25 marks.





The exam lasts one and a half hours, and you should spend about equal time on each section.


At AS, Component 2 will be worth a total of 50 marks and 50 per cent of the AS examination.


The A-level examination


The A-level examination at the end of the course includes all the content of Part 1 and Part 2.


You are required to answer the following:





•  Section A: one question on three primary sources: how valuable is each source? You are not required to reach a conclusion about which might be the most valuable. You need to identify the arguments in each source as well as evaluating the provenance and tone. Using your knowledge in relation to these strands, you need to assess how valuable each source is. This question is worth 30 marks.



•  Section B: two essay questions out of three. The questions will be set on a topic reflecting the fact that this is a depth paper. The question styles will vary but they will all require you to analyse factors and reach a conclusion. The focus may be on causation, or consequence, or continuity and change.





The exam lasts for two and a half hours. You should spend about one hour on Section A and about 45 minutes on each of the two essays.


At A-level, Component 2 will be worth a total of 80 marks and 40 per cent of the A-level examination.


In both the AS and A-level examinations you are being tested on the ability to:





•  use relevant historical information (Sections A and B)



•  evaluate different historical sources (Section A)



•  demonstrate the skill of analysing factors and reaching a judgement (Section B).





How to use this book


This book has been designed to help you develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the examination. The book is divided into six sections – one for each section of the A-level specification. Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads.





•  On the left-hand page you will find a summary of the key content you will need to learn.



•  On the right-hand page you will find exam-focused activities.





Together these two strands of the book will provide you with the knowledge and skills essential for examination success.




[image: ]




Examination activities


There are three levels of exam-focused activities:





•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundation skills needed to pass the exam. These have a green heading and this symbol: [image: ]




•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you to achieve a C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol: [image: ]




•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a purple heading and this symbol: [image: ]






Some of the activities have answers or suggested answers which can be found online. These have the following symbol to indicate this: [image: ]


Each section ends with an exam-style question and sample answers with commentary. This will give you guidance on what is expected to achieve the top grade.


You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book, or by ticking the checklist on the contents page. Tick each box when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  completed the activities.






Mark schemes



For some of the activities in the book it will be useful to refer to the mark schemes for this paper. Below are abbreviated forms.


Section A: Primary sources






	Level

	AS-level exam

	A-level exam






	1

	Describing source content or stock phrases about value of source; limited understanding of context. (1–5)

	Some comment on value of at least one source but limited response; limited understanding of context. (1–6)






	2

	Some relevant comments on value of one source, or some general comments on both. Some understanding of context. (6–10)

	Some relevant comments on value of one or two sources, or focus only on content or provenance, or consider all three sources in a more general way. Some understanding of context. (7–12)






	3

	Some relevant comments on value of sources, and some explicit reference to focus of question, with some understanding of context. Judgements thinly supported. (11–15)

	Some understanding of all three sources in relation to content and provenance with some awareness of historical context. An attempt to consider value, but probably some imbalance across the three sources. (13–18)






	4

	Range of relevant well-supported comments on value of sources for issue identified in question. Not all comments will be well substantiated, and with limited judgements. (16–20)

	Good understanding of three sources in relation to content and provenance with awareness of historical context to provide a balanced argument on their value in relation to focus of question. One or more judgements may be limited in substantiation. (19–24)






	5

	Very good understanding of value of sources in relation to focus of question and contextual knowledge. Thorough evaluation, well-supported conclusion. (21–25)

	Very good understanding of all three sources in relation to content and provenance and combines this with strong awareness of historical context to present balanced argument on their value in relation to focus of question. (25–30)







Section B: Essays






	Level

	AS-level exam

	A-level exam






	1

	Extremely limited or irrelevant information. Unsupported vague or generalist comments. (1–5)

	Extremely limited or irrelevant information. Unsupported vague or generalist comments. (1–5)






	2

	Descriptive or partial, failing to grasp full demands of question. Limited in scope. (6–10)

	Descriptive or partial, failing to grasp full demands of question. Limited in scope. (6–10)






	3

	Some understanding and answer is adequately organised. Information showing understanding of some key features. (11–15)

	Understanding of question and a range of largely accurate information showing awareness of key issues and features, but lacking in precise detail. Some balance established. (11–15)






	4

	Understanding shown with range of largely accurate information showing awareness of some of key issues and features. (16–20)

	Good understanding of question. Well-organised and effectively communicated with range of clear and specific supporting information showing good understanding of key features and issues, with some conceptual awareness. (16–20)






	5

	Good understanding. Well-organised and effectively communicated. Range of clear information showing good understanding and some conceptual awareness. (21–25)

	Very good understanding of full demands of question. Well-organised and effectively delivered, with well-selected precise supporting information. Fully analytical with balanced argument and well-substantiated judgement. (21–25)










1 Truman and post-war America, 1945–53



The United States in 1945 and the legacies of the world war


The United States participated in the Second World War from December 1941 to August 1945 and emerged as the most militarily and economically powerful nation in the world.


The powers of the presidency


The powers of the presidency greatly increased under the Democrat President Franklin D. Roosevelt (March 1933 to April 1945) due to the Great Depression and the Second World War:





1  When Roosevelt became President, 25 per cent of American workers were unemployed. Roosevelt promised Americans a ‘New Deal’ to end the economic depression.


The powers of the presidency increased during the Great Depression because Roosevelt asked Congress for unprecedented power and money for federal government programmes to help American economic recovery and Congress responded positively because this was an emergency. However, there were limitations on presidential power:







    •  The conservative Supreme Court declared some of Roosevelt’s New Deal legislation unconstitutional.


    •  Public opinion and even some Democrats opposed Roosevelt’s attempt to ‘pack’ the Supreme Court with sympathetic Justices.


    •  Congress grew reluctant to accept Roosevelt’s proposed legislation.








2  Roosevelt gained increased power when he led the USA through most of the Second World War because:







    •  as head of state, he represented and embodied the nation in a time of great national peril


    •  as commander-in-chief, he chose where to deploy American forces and resources


    •  as commander-in-chief and head of state he negotiated with America’s most important allies, the Soviet Union and Great Britain. This greatly affected the development of the post-war world and America’s role in it.





The main political parties


Roosevelt’s Democrat Party was a loose coalition that included:





•  urban (mostly Catholic) ethnic voters in the North, e.g. Irish-Americans, Polish-Americans



•  workers and the unemployed across the nation



•  the ‘Solid South’, where whites traditionally voted Democrat because Abraham Lincoln’s Republican Party had ended slavery in the Civil War era. All Southern members of Congress were white because whites prevented black voting. Southern Democrats were the most conservative Democrats.





The other main political party was the Republican Party which:





•  was greatly influenced by big business and the rich



•  generally preferred an economy unregulated by the federal government



•  hated Roosevelt’s New Deal because it was pro-labour unions and used taxes on the wealthy to help poorer Americans.





Post-war prosperity


The United States was the world’s wealthiest nation in 1945 because:





•  it was rich in natural resources, e.g. coal, iron ore, oil, minerals



•  the war stimulated an economic boom as factories worked flat out to produce war materiel.





Statistics demonstrate the strength of the American economy in 1949, when the United States:





•  had 7 per cent of the world’s population but 42 per cent of its income



•  produced half the world’s manufactured goods (57 per cent of the steel, 62 per cent of the oil and 80 per cent of the cars)



•  had an average per capita income nearly twice that of the other most prosperous nations, e.g. Canada.





In the 1940s, unemployment never rose above 4 per cent and the average American earned more in real money than previous generations. Greater disposable income led to a boom in consumer goods, e.g. cars, vacuum cleaners and refrigerators. That created many jobs and raised the purchaser’s standard of living. It was easy to believe that hard work would bring even greater prosperity – the ‘American Dream’.
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[image: ] Delete as applicable      [image: ]


Below are a sample AS-style essay title and a paragraph written in answer to it. Read the paragraph and decide which of the possible options in bold is most appropriate. Delete the least appropriate options and complete the paragraph by justifying your selection.




‘The power of the presidency increased under Franklin Roosevelt because of his personal popularity.’ Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.







[image: ]


The Second World War increased the power of the presidency to a greater/limited/minimal extent. As commander-in-chief, Roosevelt chose where to deploy American forces and resources. As head of state, he represented and embodied the nation in a time of great national peril. As commander-in-chief and head of state he negotiated with America’s most important allies, the Soviet Union and Great Britain. This greatly affected the development of the post-war world and America’s role in it. The Great Depression increased the power of the presidency to a greater/considerable/lesser extent, because


___________________________


___________________________
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[image: ] Identify the significance of provenance





1  Look at what is said about the source:







    a  Who said it?


    b  What type of source is it?


    c  When was it said?


    d  Where was it said?


    e  And – crucially – why: what was the speaker’s purpose?








2  What does this suggest about its value as a source of evidence?
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SOURCE


From Franklin Roosevelt’s inaugural address in 1937, after his re-election as President in 1936.


In this nation, I see tens of millions of its citizens – a substantial part of the whole population – who at this very moment are denied the greater part of what the very lowest standards of today call the necessities of life … I see one-third of the nation ill housed, ill clad, ill nourished … We are determined to make every American citizen the subject of his country’s interest and concern … The test of our progress is not whether we add more to the abundance of those who have much; it is whether we provide enough for those who have too little.


[image: ]






Regional, ethnic and social divisions



Regional divisions


The South was predominantly agricultural and its white population kept black residents in a position of legal, economic, social and political inequality. The North had great cities containing manufacturing industries, e.g. Pittsburgh (steel) and Detroit (cars). West Coast cities (e.g. Los Angeles and Oakland) had expanded thanks to wartime defence industries. Great urban centres (e.g. New York City) were more open to change than rural and ‘small-town’ Americans in regions such as the Midwest.


However, the war had decreased regionalism amongst America’s 140 million people. By 1945:





•  over 10 per cent had left their homes for training camps (75 per cent of those then served overseas)



•  around 13 per cent had changed their county of residence



•  8 million had permanently located to a different state, 4 million to a different region.





In general, the direction of this mass migration was from the agricultural South to the industrial North and from the South and East to West Coast cities that had attracted war industries (Los Angeles, Oakland, Portland, San Diego and Seattle).


Ethnic divisions


The Second World War helped decrease prejudice against different ethnic groups, as it gave everyone the opportunity to demonstrate their patriotism. However, ethnics, Catholics and Jews still suffered prejudice, e.g. President John F. Kennedy’s Irish-American, Roman Catholic father claimed Boston society never fully accepted him.


Non-whites suffered the greatest discrimination. The inferior status of 14 million black Americans (10 per cent of the population) and 1.2 million Hispanic Americans was enshrined in law in the South (de jure segregation) and in fact (de facto segregation) in the rest of the country. Black Americans, Hispanic Americans and the 350,000 Native Americans had incomes way below the national average.


Social divisions


There were great variations in wealth in America. Some were:





•  exceptionally rich, e.g. the Rockefeller oil dynasty



•  very rich, e.g. the Roosevelts



•  reasonably comfortable, e.g. President Harry Truman’s in-laws



•  very poor, e.g. black sharecroppers in the South.





Tensions between rich and poor were demonstrated when 4.6 million workers went on strike during 1946. However, social mobility increased with the GI Bill of Rights, passed by Congress in 1944 in order to aid returning military personnel through free vocational training and higher education and low interest loans for home buying and new businesses. As a result:





•  the number of Americans who had a college education and therefore greater economic opportunities rose from 10 per cent in 1939 to 15 per cent by 1948



•  the number of homeowners rocketed



•  belief in the American Dream was confirmed.
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[image: ] Identify relevant content


Read the following source and the question. Go through the source and highlight the sections that are relevant for the focus of the question, and annotate in the margin the main points.




How valuable is the source for explaining post-war American prosperity?
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SOURCE


Extract from Frederick Lewis Allen, The Big Change: America Transforms Itself 1900–1950 (Transaction, 1952). Allen was a journalist who was highly respected for his recording of changes in US society.


By the end of 1943 we were spending money at five times the peak rate of World War I. During the 1930s critics of the New Deal had become apoplectic over annual federal budgets of seven or eight or nine billions, which they felt were carrying the USA towards bankruptcy; during the fiscal year of 1942 we spent by contrast over 34 billions, during 1943, 79 billions; during 1944, 95 billions; during 1945, 98 billions …


New plants were built and built fast. The entire automobile industry was diverted from the manufacture of passenger cars into the production of tanks, trucks, weapons. All manner of new products and devices were assigned to American plants to produce in a hurry – ranging from synthetic rubber to radar, from landing strips to proximity fuses, from atrabine* and penicillin and DDT to the Manhattan Project for the atomic bomb. Always the call from Washington was for speed, speed, speed, and for quantity.


*Atrabine – a heart medicine.
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[image: ] Mind map


Read the question and complete the mind map with a sentence of explanation. Then prioritise your reasons by adding numbers to each oval box – with 1 as the most important reason and 6 as the least important.




In what ways was the United States not united in 1945?
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The USA as a superpower



Truman’s character and policies


When Roosevelt died in April 1945, Vice President Truman became President. Truman was in many ways an admirable individual but possessed several characteristics that could be considered disadvantageous:





•  Roosevelt had excluded Truman from discussions of military and foreign affairs, which made it even more difficult for Truman to follow such a long-serving, experienced and knowledgeable President and made Truman feel he had to prove himself tough and decisive.



•  Truman had a more combative personality than Roosevelt.





Truman’s most challenging post-war foreign policy issue was the USSR (Soviet Union). The Soviet–American relationship had always been uneasy:





•  The Soviet Union (established after the Russian Revolution of 1917) was the world’s first Communist state. Soviet–American relations were tense throughout the 1920s because of differing ideologies. Communists favoured government control of the economy, the equal distribution of wealth and a single-party state, and many Communists wanted Soviet encouragement of Communism and revolutions in other countries. Americans were wary of government intervention in the economy, accepted huge variations in wealth, favoured a multi-party state with free elections, and feared Communist expansionism might leave America destabilised and short of allies and trading partners.



•  During the Second World War, the USA and USSR became allies and frequently co-operated, but there were major tensions. First, both countries promoted their own political and economic system in the countries they liberated from Nazi rule. The Soviets promoted Communism in Eastern Europe, e.g. Poland (Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill demanded free elections in Poland, but the Soviet leader Joseph Stalin made sure Poland had a Communist government). Second, Soviet–American mistrust was demonstrated when the Americans and British tried to keep the development of the atomic bomb secret from Stalin (his spies kept him informed).





During 1945, Truman’s policies became increasingly anti-Soviet.


Post-war peace-making


The USA and its Soviet and British allies had discussed the post-war world during the war. In July 1945, Truman, Stalin and Churchill met at Potsdam and reiterated that defeated Germany would be divided into four zones of occupation (American, Soviet, British and French). Berlin was inside the Soviet zone but the western half of the city would be under US/British/French control. However, there were two great areas of tension:





1  They disagreed over Poland’s political system.



2  The US atomic bomb was tested during Potsdam. This showed the Truman administration that the United States did not need Soviet aid to defeat Japan as Roosevelt had once thought. Stalin recognised that the bomb had dramatically changed the world balance of power in America’s favour. He grew more hostile, and so did Truman.





As yet, there were no post-war peace treaties as there had been after the First World War. The Council of Foreign Ministers (American, Soviet, British and French) met in September 1945 (London), December 1945 (Moscow), June 1946 (Paris), and March 1947 (Moscow). They could not agree on a peace treaty for defeated Germany because of the developing Cold War between the USA and the USSR.
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[image: ] Support or challenge? (‘How far do you agree?’)      [image: ]


Below is a question in the typical exam style of asking how far you agree with a specific statement. Below this is a series of general statements which are relevant to the question. Using your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page, decide whether these statements support or challenge the statement in the question and tick the appropriate box.




‘The Cold War was inevitable.’ Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.









	 

	Statement

	Support

	Challenge






	1

	During the Second World War, the Americans and Soviets agreed on policies to ensure that Germany would never be a threat to peace again.

	 

	 






	2

	The USA did not give the USSR diplomatic recognition until 1933.

	 

	 






	3

	While Roosevelt had an emollient charm and great patience, Truman was a feisty character and was perhaps over-eager to prove himself as decisive.

	 

	 






	4

	Stalin was noted for his excessively suspicious personality.

	 

	 






	5

	Soviet–American mistrust was demonstrated over the development of the atom bomb.

	 

	 






	6

	During the Second World War, Stalin agreed to Roosevelt’s request that the Soviet Union enter the war against Japan.

	 

	 







[image: ]







[image: ]


[image: ] Identify the tone and emphasis of a source      [image: ]


Study the source below. Do not focus on the content as such, but focus on:





•  the language



•  the sentence structure



•  the emphasis of the source



•  the overall tone.





What do the tone and emphasis of the source suggest about its value in terms of:





•  the reliability of the evidence?



•  the utility of the evidence for studying Stalin’s attitude to Soviet expansion?
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SOURCE


From an interview with Josef Stalin in the official Communist Party newspaper Pravda, 16 March 1946.


In battles with the Germans and also through the German occupation and through the expulsion of Soviet citizens to slave labour camps, the Soviet Union has irrevocably lost about 7 million people. It may be that some quarters are trying to push into oblivion the sacrifices of the Soviet people which enabled the liberation of Europe from the Hitlerite yoke. But the Soviet Union cannot forget them. We can ask, therefore, what can be surprising in the fact that the Soviet Union, in desiring to ensure its security for the future, tries to achieve that these countries should have governments whose relations to the Soviet Union are loyal?
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The Cold War and containment in Europe and Asia



During 1946, several significant landmarks signalled the development of the Soviet–American Cold War:





•  Stalin made a speech on the inevitable Communist–capitalist conflict (February).



•  There were fierce Soviet–American disagreements over Germany (the Soviets made their zone Communist while democracy was developed in the three Western zones).



•  The Truman administration gave a sympathetic hearing to US diplomat George Kennan’s ‘Long Telegram’, which urged US ‘containment’ of Soviet expansionism.





The Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan


In a March 1947 speech to Congress, Truman requested $400 million to assist Greece and Turkey because they were threatened by Communism. Truman said America should give economic and financial aid to those feeling threatened. Congress agreed.


The Truman Doctrine was significant because it:





•  was a virtual American declaration of Cold War



•  aroused minimal criticism, although some considered it too simplistic because it failed to ask whether a threatened state was worth supporting and whether America had the capacity to support it



•  demonstrated that gaining public support often required excessive simplicity in US foreign policy



•  affected and dominated US foreign policy for nearly 50 years.





Truman and Secretary of State George Marshall considered war-devastated Western Europe vulnerable to Communist insurgency or Soviet attack. Under the Marshall Plan (June 1947), $13 billion aid was given to America’s important trading partners and potential allies in Western Europe.


The Berlin Blockade


In June 1948, Stalin blocked Western access to Berlin. Truman airlifted vast quantities of supplies into West Berlin and in May 1949 Stalin conceded defeat and ended the blockade.


The Berlin Blockade was a triumph for Truman and hastened the establishment of an American-led Western defensive military alliance (NATO) in April 1949 and of a West German state in May 1949.


Truman’s policies had contained the Soviets in Europe, but that continent was divided and tense.


Truman’s response to the rise of Communism in Asia


In autumn 1949, China became a Communist nation under Mao Zedong. Republicans claimed Truman and the Democrats had ‘lost’ China because they had given insufficient aid to Mao’s opponent, the Chinese Nationalist Chiang Kai-shek. This encouraged Truman to extend his containment policy to Asia. In 1950, he offered the French financial aid in their struggle against Communist nationalist insurgents in the French colony of Vietnam, then led the United States into the Korean War.


In June 1950, Kim Il Sung’s Communist North Korea staged a full-scale attack on Syngman Rhee’s pro-American South Korea. Truman felt he had to contain North Korea for a range of reasons:





•  A series of events during 1948–50 suggested Communism was dangerously expansionist – the Berlin Blockade, the Soviet atomic bomb test, the ‘loss’ of China, and Communist activity in Vietnam and Korea.



•  Korea was close to Japan, which was within what Truman’s Secretary of State Dean Acheson called America’s ‘defence perimeter’.



•  Truman thought it would encourage other aggressors if the United Nations (UN) failed to support South Korea.



•  The American public was increasingly anxious about national safety due to Communist spy scandals (e.g. Alger Hiss in the State Department) and to Republican Senator Joseph McCarthy’s accusation that Truman’s State Department contained Communists.



•  Truman wanted to avoid Republican accusations that he had ‘lost’ Korea as well as China, especially with forthcoming congressional elections.





The Korean War (June 1950 to July 1953) became increasingly unpopular, but containment worked. American, UN and South Korean forces drove the North Koreans out of South Korea, although Truman’s attempt to reunify the Korean peninsula failed when China intervened to protect North Korea.
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[image: ] Judgements on the value of the source      [image: ]


Read Source A below, and then the two alternative answers concerning the provenance of the source. Which answer will gain the higher level in the mark scheme on page 5, and why?




How valuable is this source for a historian seeking to understand the Truman Doctrine?





Student 1
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The source has considerable value for the historian studying Truman’s containment policy, because it gives us the views of the President who introduced the policy. Truman explains that the containment policy is necessary because the Communist ‘way of life’ suppresses the ‘personal freedom’ of the individual, and this is why he is seeking financial aid for Greece and Turkey. On the other hand, the context is that he is out to persuade Congress to grant money and well aware that Republicans might lack enthusiasm for a Democrat President’s policies, so he is following Senator Vandenberg’s advice and aiming to frighten the American people into a foreign policy consensus. This context limits the value of the source to a historian investigating the reasons for the Truman Doctrine.


[image: ]





Student 2
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The source is extremely valuable to a historian investigating the reasons for the ‘Truman Doctrine’ because it gives us the views of the President who introduced the policy. Truman explains that the containment policy is necessary because the Communist ‘way of life’ suppresses the ‘personal freedom’ of the individual, and this is why he is seeking financial aid for Greece and Turkey.
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Having made your choice, read Source B and write an answer which mirrors the answer above that you have chosen as your model.
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