

[image: Book title and details in large white font set against a dark blue background with gold embellishments resembling the sun rising over mountains.]






My Utmost for His Higest®



ANGLICISED MODERN CLASSIC EDITION WITH NIV BIBLE TEXT


Oswald Chambers


Adapted by Macy Halford


[image: John Murray logo.]
www.johnmurraypress.co.uk









Published in Association with Our Daily Bread Publishing


This Anglicised edition first published in Great Britain in 2025 by John Murray (Publishers)


Modern Classic Edition Copyright © Oswald Chambers Publication Association Ltd 2023


Our Daily Bread Publishing oversees the publication and distribution of Oswald Chambers’ material around the world. With your purchase of this Authorised edition, the Oswald Chambers Publications Association are able to promote and resource the continued sharing of Chambers’ work around the world.


Interior design by Michael J. Williams


Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version (Anglicised edition). Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica Inc.®Used by permission. All rights reserved.


Scripture quotations marked KJV are taken from the Authorised Version, or King James Version, of the Bible.


All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means without the prior written permission of the publisher, nor be otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.


A CIP catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library


ebook ISBN 9781399827874


Hardback ISBN 9781399828867


Carmelite House


50 Victoria Embankment


London EC4Y 0DZ


www.johnmurraypress.co.uk
 

John Murray Press, part of Hodder & Stoughton Limited


An Hachette UK company







CONTENTS

Preface by Macy Halford

A Glossary of Terms

A Note on Quotations

My Utmost for His Highest

Notes







PREFACE


Has there ever been a book quite like My Utmost for His Highest? Since it first appeared in England in 1927, the so-called golden book of Oswald Chambers has traversed languages and countries and denominations to become one of the best-selling daily devotionals of all time. Published ten years after the death of its author, a Scottish preacher who lived and died in relative obscurity, it has established itself as a living document, playing a vital role in the daily spiritual experience of millions. It is a classic, to be sure, but one which lives on the reader’s bedside table rather than the collector’s shelf.


I received my first copy of My Utmost for His Highest when I was fifteen, but I was aware of it long before then. It is a book that sat on my grandmother’s bedside table, and on my mother’s; a book that was spoken of often during the coffee hour following Sunday service or at the Wednesday evening Bible study. In the place and time where I grew up – Dallas, Texas, in the 1980s and ’90s – Chambers was so well known and so well loved that people referred to him simply as “Oswald,” and for them that name had become synonymous with his most famous book. “Have you read Oswald today?” people would ask.


The conversations that would follow were so lively and immediate that I remember being shocked when I first learned the basic details of Oswald’s biography. He wasn’t, as I’d supposed, a pastor one might hear on the radio; you wouldn’t find him on a speaking tour of local libraries. He was a painter-turned-preacher of no specific denomination who’d been born in 1874 and who’d died during the First World War.


Yet it didn’t take me long, after I began reading Utmost, to understand Oswald’s appeal. My grandmother had warned me that I might find him challenging at first, but had urged me to give him a chance. (Her exact words, if I recall correctly, were “Oswald ain’t easy, but he’s worth it.”) The challenging part was true enough. Utmost was full of ideas drawn from theology, philosophy, and psychology; its language was sophisticated and fairly dated. In many places, though, it was entirely accessible. Each entry contained some gem – some profound reading of Scripture, some meditation on the Holy Spirit, some astute advice on living the life of a Christian disciple – that made Utmost seem as though it had just been written, and just for me.


If there is a single quality shared by all classic works of literature, it must be timelessness – a word which surely describes My Utmost for His Highest. It is a forever book, a book that will always belong to right now. Why, then, a new version? Does it even make sense to speak of “updating” a book that belongs to forever?


The answer to that is rooted in the story of Utmost’s creation, a story for a long time unknown to the general public. This began to change in 1993, with the publication of the first full-length biography of Chambers, David McCasland’s Abandoned to God. Since then, numerous projects have delved into the history of Chambers’s work (including my own contribution, My Utmost: A Devotional Memoir, published in 2017), bringing the story of Utmost to a wider audience.


Summarised briefly, the story of Utmost is the story of a Scottish preacher, Oswald Chambers, who fell in love with an English stenographer, Gertrude Hobbs, in 1908 on a boat bound for America. He was going over to preach, she to look for secretarial work. Almost immediately, the two discovered that they shared numerous passions: a passionate interest in Jesus Christ, a passionate interest in Christian discipleship, and a passionate interest in the written word. On this journey, Oswald gave Gertrude the name she would go by for the rest of her life – Biddy, from B.D., for “Beloved Disciple” – and the two dreamed up their future publishing endeavor. In one of his earliest letters to Biddy, Oswald wrote:




It will be such a meagre home we will have, you and myself going heart and soul into literary and itinerating work for Him. It will be hard and glorious and arduous. I want us to write and preach; if I could talk to you and you shorthand it down and then type it, what ground we could get over! I wonder if it kindles you as it does me!





Oswald and Biddy wed in England in 1910, after which they took jobs at a Bible college on the outskirts of London that was dedicated to training missionaries for fieldwork. (This is why numerous entries in Utmost speak to the missionary life.) Oswald gave lectures and sermons; Biddy took notes. In 1913, their daughter, Kathleen, was born, and in 1915, following the outbreak of the war, the family decamped to the Egyptian desert, where Oswald was to serve as chaplain to British troops. In the desert, Oswald continued giving talks, and Biddy continued writing them down. When he died, in an army field hospital in 1917, following surgery for appendicitis, Biddy had amassed enough notes to fill more than fifty books. This is precisely what she went on to do, dedicating the remaining forty-nine years of her life to bringing Oswald’s teaching to the world.


In this undertaking, Biddy was aided by a small, rotating group of friends and Oswald Chambers devotees – volunteers who came together to help oversee the printing and distribution of his work. Formally incorporated in 1942 as the Oswald Chambers Publications Association, the group had (and continues to have) a particular mission: to keep Oswald’s work in circulation, pouring any proceeds back into the support of charitable causes and future editions. Thanks in part to this arrangement, Biddy had enormous freedom in dealing with Oswald’s words. Every editorial choice was hers, and every choice was made not for the demands of the market but – as she herself would have put it – for the glory of God.


Over the past decades, as the body of Chambers scholarship has grown, the impact of Biddy’s editorial choices has become clear. Biddy’s aim wasn’t so much to produce books based on Oswald’s talks; it was to reproduce the talks themselves, word for word. This approach has many advantages, chief among them a sense of intimacy and immediacy; reading Oswald now, one still hears his voice ringing through. But it also has its drawbacks. Oswald was a wonderful speaker, but he never used notes or outlines. He spoke as the Spirit moved him, peppering his talks with quotations drawn from that most unreliable of sources – human memory. He also tended to talk at length, introducing a topic and exploring it in depth. Most printed versions of his talks are many thousands of words long.


The most notable exception is, of course, My Utmost for His Highest. Composed entirely of excerpts, Utmost was itself a kind of shorthand. By design, each of its entries was taken out of context. By design, each entry left out any information Oswald himself didn’t include. Any quotation or bit of Scripture Oswald failed to attribute remained unattributed; any mistaken reference remained mistaken. Biddy was ever faithful to Oswald’s spoken word.


Clearly, Biddy’s hands-off approach to Utmost didn’t hurt the book’s prospects. Yet it bears mentioning that a very different approach was taken to the few works which were published during Oswald’s lifetime – that is, to the articles and pamphlets he himself prepared for publication. In the writings collected in the two-volume Christian Disciplines, for instance, the numerous quotations are accurately reproduced and attributed; repetitions are few and far between; the message is sculpted; and the context of any given point is clear. When the current members of the Oswald Chambers Publications Association first approached me with the idea of updating Utmost, what immediately sprang into my mind was Christian Disciplines – a work with a level of polish that allows Oswald’s message to shine.


My goal, then, for this Modern Classic Edition of My Utmost for His Highest has been to bring clarity and readability, while preserving Chambers’s message and voice. In several instances, I’ve gone back to the original sermons and lectures from which the excerpts were taken in an effort to grasp their wider context. The vocabulary has been updated, though many choice “Oswaldisms” remain (see the glossary that follows). For biblical references, the New International Version has replaced the King James Version, except where Oswald’s original depends on a word or phrase found only in the KJV.


Throughout, my aim has been not only to honuor Oswald’s intentions for the messages in Utmost, but also Biddy’s. It seems fitting to give the final word to her – the woman responsible for bringing Oswald Chambers’s words to the world. “It is because,” Biddy Chambers wrote in her foreword to the first edition, October 1927,




it is felt that the author is one to whose teaching men will return, that this book has been prepared, and it is sent out with the prayer that day by day the messages may continue to bring the quickening life and inspiration of the Holy Spirit.





May they continue to do so.


Macy Halford


Strasbourg, France


July 2022









Understanding Oswald Chambers’s Language and Theology


A GLOSSARY OF TERMS


Abandon, abandonment (to God). To fully give oneself over to God. In Chambers’s usage, “abandon” and “abandonment” carry no negative connotation (in the sense of being abandoned or lost). Rather, “abandoning oneself to God” is an active, positive choice, freely undertaken by those who wish to commit themselves to the Lord. Abandonment brings with it the “glad, reckless joy” of allowing God to direct one’s course.


Amateur providence. Generally used to describe a spiritual leader who is trying to place him- or herself at the centre of another person’s spiritual experience – right where Jesus Christ should be. Chambers writes that the amateur providence is “so noisy” in his or her “instruction of others that God cannot get anywhere near them.”


Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Chambers defines this baptism, which is distinct from baptism by water, as “an invasion” by the Holy Spirit. He bases his understanding on the description of Pentecost (Acts 2:1–13) and on Jesus’s declaration in Acts 1:8: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you.” To receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit, in Chambers’s view, one must ask: “How much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” (Luke 11:13).


Born from above. Another term for the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the baptism that makes sanctification possible (see “sanctification”). It is distinct from both salvation and baptism by water.


Broken bread and poured-out wine. From the account of the Last Supper in Luke 22, Chambers uses this term to describe how the Christian disciple should allow him- or herself to be used in God’s hands. Despite carrying the ritualistic overtones of the Eucharist, this phrase isn’t strictly employed in that sense by Chambers, who belonged to no specific denomination or theological tradition. Paul, Chambers writes, had “no other end and aim than that – to be broken bread and poured-out wine in the hands of God that others might be nourished and fed.”


Disciple. A Christian who has answered a divine call to devote his or her life to following Christ and preaching the gospel. For Chambers, not every Christian receives the call to discipleship.


Disposition. An underlying nature or fundamental makeup acquired through inheritance or by heredity. Humans have inherited “the disposition of sin,” but are able, through redemption, to acquire “the disposition of holiness” that is in Jesus Christ.


Educate (down) to the scruple. Chambers uses this phrase to mean that God inspects and brings to light every single aspect of our lives and personalities, no matter how small. “Notice in your own life how he works,” Chambers writes. “He begins with the big general principles and then slowly educates you down to the scruple.”


Intercession / Intervention. Used interchangeably to indicate the kind of prayer Chambers advocates: going to God on behalf of other people, in order to learn his will for them. Intercessory prayer is distinct from self-centred – and wrongful – prayer, in which we go to God “seeking blessings for ourselves.”


Manifest. Drawn from 2 Corinthians 4:11 (kjv): “For we which live are always delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.” Chambers expands on this verse, using the verb “to manifest” to describe how Christians should relate to Jesus Christ in their everyday lives. Instead of simply, and passively, experiencing Jesus Christ as an indwelling presence (through the Holy Spirit), Christians are to manifest, or actively bring out into the world, the new life God has put inside them.


Reality. Everything belonging to God and the spiritual realm, everything eternal and unchanging. Distinct from the material, earthly realm, which is temporary, and which Chambers often refers to as “actuality.” Chambers uses “reality” as a descriptor for many different concepts, including the kingdom of God, personal redemption, the Holy Spirit, and God himself. “Once you are rooted in reality, nothing can shake you.”


Redemption / The redemption. Chambers contrasts these two concepts. “The redemption” refers to a historical event: the death of Jesus Christ on the cross and everything which followed from that act (namely, the restoration of humanity’s relationship with God). “Redemption” is used to describe an individual’s personal rebirth in Christ. Christ dealt with sin in the redemption; he deals with sin in redemption.


Saint. Chambers uses this word to signify a Christian who has undergone the baptism of the Holy Spirit and has been sanctified (see “sanctification”), whose thinking and behaviour clearly reflect this spiritual rebirth. Often used interchangeably with “disciple.”


Salvation. For Chambers, this is the “first sovereign work of grace,” accomplished for us by Jesus Christ on the cross. It is distinct from sanctification, the “second mighty work of grace” (see “sanctification”). All Christians, for Chambers, have undergone the experience of salvation, but not all have been sanctified.


Sanctification / Entire sanctification. A cornerstone of Chambers’s theology, based primarily on 1 Thessalonians 4: “It is God’s will that you should be sanctified.” Chambers’s elaboration of the concept draws on the Holiness theology of John Wesley, one of Chambers’s favourite thinkers. For Wesley, the baptism of the Holy Spirit was a second work of grace, following and distinct from salvation. In imparting the Holy Spirit, sanctification also imparted the ability to lead a sinless, “perfect” life. The doctrine has always been the subject of intense theological debate. Chambers embraced the idea of sanctification (see “baptism of the Holy Spirit”) but refused to get entangled in the perfectionism debate. For Chambers, sanctification wasn’t simply a single spiritual baptism; it was a way of living: “Sanctification is not once for all, but once for always. Sanctification is an instantaneous, continuous work of grace. . . . Sanctification means we have the glorious opportunity of proving daily, hourly, momentarily, this identity with Jesus Christ” (from The Moral Foundations of Life).


Vision. Used to denote several different types of spiritual insight, all of them meaning, in essence, an idea of some future occurrence which God brings to a person’s mind. The vision might be of a future event; a purpose God wishes the person to fulfill; or something more vague, like a future state of being. Often, Chambers declined to specify what type of vision he was talking about, leaving the interpretation up to the reader.


Will. What today we might refer to as “willpower.” For Chambers, “will” is less something you have than something you are. It is an essential element in God’s makeup of humanity, the element that enables us – and requires us – to decide for or against God and to put our decisions into action. “Never look upon will as something you possess as you do a watch,” Chambers warned. “Will is the whole person active.”









A Note on Quotations


Oswald Chambers peppered his sermons with quotations drawn from literature, poetry, and popular hymns. Often he wove these quotations directly into the fabric of his speech, without pausing to credit the source. They are usually set apart with quotation marks. Rather than disrupt the flow of his message, source notes are provided at the end of this book, identified by reading date.








JANUARY 1

Let Us Keep to the Point

I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.

PHILIPPIANS 1:20

My utmost for his highest. To be all for God; to act with boldness, expressing Christ in every word and deed. This, Paul says, is how to walk through life unashamed.

The journey isn’t a journey of reason or debate. We can’t think or argue our way through it. It is a journey of surrender, of abandoning ourselves to God, absolutely and forever.

There will always be good reasons not to. We debate with God, telling him that we are concerned for others, that if we start on the journey, our loved ones will suffer. Really, we are worried for ourselves, for our own comfort and safety. We tell God he doesn’t know what he’s asking.

Keep to the point: he does know. Shut out your worries and stand before God with one thing only in your heart: my utmost for his highest. Determine to be absolutely and entirely for him and him alone.

My best for his glory. At first, the call comes gently. Then it grows louder, until finally God produces a crisis in our lives that demands we make a choice. For or against; yes or no; stay or go.

Has the crisis come to you? If it has, go. Paul, like Christ, would let nothing deter him, whether it meant life or death. As a new year dawns, let us embrace this same spirit, surrendering all with boldness and with joy.



JANUARY 2

The Unplanned Journey

By faith Abraham . . . obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.

HEBREWS 11:8

Have you ever set off on an unplanned journey, taking, as Christ instructed, no thought for your life, no thought for what you would eat or drink or wear (Matthew 6:25)?

“Where are you going, and what will you do?” If you begin to live for God, people will ask you this all the time. But if you are living in the way Christ wants, you won’t have a logical answer: there is none. You can’t know what you’re going to do; you can’t know what God is going to do. All you can know is that God knows. This is what it means to trust entirely in him.

Have you been begging God to tell you his plans? He never will. God doesn’t tell us what he’s going to do; he reveals to us who he is. It is through taking action, through stepping out in faith, that we receive this revelation. Ask yourself: Do I believe in a miracle-working God, and will I step out in surrender to him until I am not surprised one iota at anything he does? To step out in this way is to journey beyond your convictions and creeds and past experiences, until, as far as your faith is concerned, there is nothing at all between yourself and God.

Imagine, for a moment, that God really is who he says he is: the God of your days and your nights, of your future and your past; the God of all. What an impertinence worry is! Set aside your worries, and let your attitude be one of eager adventure.



JANUARY 3

The Grace of God’s Forgetting

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.

EPHESIANS 2:8

No one can be saved by their own efforts. We have the sneaking idea that we can earn God’s favour by praying or by believing, by obeying or by repenting. But the only way we get into his favour is by the free gift of his almighty grace.

It takes some of us a long time to understand that we don’t deserve to be saved, and that nothing we do can make us deserving. We say to God, “I really am sorry for what I’ve done. I really am sick of myself.” If only this were true! We have to become sick to death of ourselves, even to the point of despair, even to the point where we can do nothing. Then we will be in the exact right state for receiving his overflowing grace. “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace” (Ephesians 1:7).

Think of what God’s forgiveness means: it means he forgets away all our sins. Forgetting, in the human mind, may be a defect; in the divine mind it is an attribute. God illustrates it through vibrant images drawn from his creation: “As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us” (Psalm 103:12). “I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist” (Isaiah 44:22).

When we think of forgetting in human terms, we place limits on God’s grace that don’t exist. His overflowing grace never ends. When God forgets our sins, he forgets them completely: “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool” (Isaiah 1:18). This is the grace of God’s forgetting.



JANUARY 4

Why Can’t I Follow Now?

Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now?”

JOHN 13:37

There are times when we can’t do what we want, and we don’t understand why. When this happens, wait. It is God who brings these blank spaces into our lives, and it is God who must fill them.

A blank space might come before we are sanctified, to teach us what sanctification means. Or it might come after, to teach us what service means. Whatever the reason, we must not try to fill it on our own. Never run before God’s guidance. If there is the slightest doubt, then he is not guiding. Whenever there is doubt, don’t.

Sometimes, we have a clear picture of an outcome God wants for us – the end of a certain friendship or business relationship, for example – but we are not sure about how God wants to accomplish it. If it isn’t clear that God wishes us to act, we must wait. If we act impulsively, on a feeling, we will end up causing difficulties that could take years to put right. Wait for God, and he will accomplish the task without any heartbreak or disappointment.

In John 13, Peter doesn’t want to wait. “I will lay down my life for you,” he declares to Jesus (v. 37). It’s an honest declaration, but an ignorant one: Peter doesn’t know himself as Jesus does. “Jesus answered . . . ‘Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!’” (v. 38). The feeling Peter wants to act on, his natural devotion to Jesus, is a good one. But Jesus wants him to act on something else – not devotion but discipleship. He uses the blank space, the “not now,” to discipline Peter and bring about the thing Peter wants in the proper way and at the proper time.



JANUARY 5

Not Now, but Later

Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.

JOHN 13:36

When Peter first encountered Jesus, he was fascinated. Jesus said, “Follow me,” and Peter went easily. Then he denied Jesus three times, his heart broke, and fascination turned to shame. When Jesus called to him again, Peter could go only because he’d received the Holy Spirit. The first time Peter followed, there was nothing mystical about it. The second was based on a supernatural change, an internal martyrdom made possible by the Spirit (John 21:18).

Between these two moments, Peter denied Jesus with oaths and curses. He came to the limits of himself, the end of his human power. Destitute and empty, realising he could no longer trust himself, he was finally ready to receive the gift of the Spirit. “[Jesus] breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’” (20:22). Now, when Peter looked to Jesus, all he saw was Jesus: not the dreams that had enchanted him before, not a vision of himself playing the devoted follower. God had changed Peter, awakening shame and self-knowledge inside him. Yet even these changes Peter knew not to count on. He’d learned to count only on a person – on Jesus himself – and on the Spirit he gives.

“Receive the Holy Spirit”: it is an invasion, one that cannot happen until we come to the end of ourselves. We must come to this end not just in our imaginations but really. When we do, we realise that, in fact, we never did have any power of our own. That’s why all our vows and resolutions ended in failure.

Now, on the other side of that failure, we see clearly. Only one star shines in our sky – our lodestar, Jesus Christ.



JANUARY 6

Worship

He . . . pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD.

GENESIS 12:8

Bethel is the symbol of communion with God; Ai is the symbol of the world. Abraham pitched his tent between the two, knowing that the value of his public activity for God depended on the moments of profound private communion spent with him.

The two things – private worship and public work – went together in Abraham’s life, just as they did in the life of Christ. Too many of us think that in order to worship we have to drop out of our everyday lives, to flee Ai and go deep into Bethel, that quiet fortress where nothing and no one can disturb us.

This way of thinking may be a trap. There is always time to worship, no matter where we are or what we’re doing. Rush is wrong every time. Instead of jumping around like spiritual frogs, from working to waiting to worshipping, we should strive to live as Jesus did: unhurrying and unyielding, his entire existence an act of worship.

Worship is giving God the best he has given you. Be careful what you do with the best you have. If you try to keep a blessing for yourself, it will turn into spiritual rot, just as the manna rotted when the Israelites hoarded it (Exodus 16). Offer it back to God as a love gift, in a deliberate act of worship, and he will make it a blessing to others.



JANUARY 7

Intimate with Jesus

Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip?”

JOHN 14:9

Jesus’s words to Philip weren’t said with criticism, or even with surprise. They were an invitation: Jesus wanted Philip to embrace a more intimate relationship with him.

Before Pentecost, the disciples knew Jesus as someone who gave them power to conquer demons and start a revival (Luke 10:18–20). The intimacy they felt with him was wonderful. But there was a much closer intimacy to come. Jesus said, “I have called you friends” (John 15:15). Friendship – true friendship – is rare on earth. It involves two people identifying with each other in thought and heart and spirit. Friendship with Jesus is the whole point of spiritual discipline, yet it is often the last thing we actually seek. We receive his blessings and know his word, but do we know him?

Jesus said, “It is for your good that I am going away” (16:7). He went so that he could lead his friends to ever greater heights and purposes. It is a joy to Jesus when we follow, when we move toward closer intimacy with him. The result is always abundance: “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit” (15:5).

When we are intimate with Jesus, we are never lonely, never need sympathy. We can give tirelessly, pouring ourselves out. The impression we leave behind is never of ourselves, only of the strong, calm sanity of our Lord, a sign that our souls have been entirely satisfied by him.



JANUARY 8

Does My Sacrifice Live?

Abraham built an altar there and . . . bound his son Isaac.

GENESIS 22:9

Abraham’s intentions in offering his son to God were good, but it was not the offering God wanted. “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” the angel of the Lord told Abraham. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son” (Genesis 22:12). God didn’t want Isaac’s death; he wanted Abraham’s life.

We make a version of Abraham’s mistake. We think that the ultimate thing God wants from us is the sacrifice of death. What God wants from us is the sacrifice through death that enables us to do what Jesus did: sacrifice our lives. The idea isn’t “I am willing to go to death with Jesus,” but “I am willing to be identified with Jesus’s death so that I may sacrifice my life to God.” Nowhere in Scripture does God ask us to give things up simply for the sake of giving them up. He asks us to give things up for the sake of the only thing worth having: a life with him.

God disciplined Abraham to show him the error of his belief, and the same discipline goes on in our lives. The goal is to loosen the ties that constrict the life of Christ in us, so that we can enter into a relationship with him. We may be challenged and disciplined until we finally understand: it is of no value to God to give him our lives for death. He wants us to be a living sacrifice, to let him have all our vibrant, vital powers. This is the offering that is acceptable to God.



JANUARY 9

Where God Can Go

May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless.

1 THESSALONIANS 5:23

Paul’s prayer for the Thessalonians, that they be kept blameless in their whole spirit, soul, and body, is a prayer that can only be answered through the great mystical work of the Holy Spirit.

Far beneath the surface of our personality lies a shadowy region we ourselves can’t get at. This is where our deepest fears and motivations are found, those unconscious forces we haven’t chosen and can’t control. If we are to be made blameless here, we need the Spirit to seek us out: “You have searched me, LORD, and you know me,” writes David in Psalm 139:1. “Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?” (v. 7).

The psalm is a testimony to God’s omnipresence and eternity, his everywhereness and alwaysness. David is saying, “You are the God of the early mornings and the late-at-nights, the God of the mountain peaks and of the sea. But, my God, my soul has further horizons than the early mornings, deeper darknesses than the night, higher peaks than any mountain, greater depths than any sea. You who are God of all these things, be my God. There are motives I cannot understand, dreams I cannot grasp. Please, Lord, search them out.”

Do we believe that God can garrison our imagination far beyond where we can go? As the ancient Romans sent garrisons of soldiers beyond the reaches of their empire, so God sends the Spirit to the outer limits of our soul. It is only when we are garrisoned by God in this way that we are made blameless. Blameless does not mean perfection but preserved in unspotted integrity, undeserving of censure in God’s sight, until Jesus comes.



JANUARY 10

The Opened Sight

I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light . . . so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.

ACTS 26:17–18

To open their eyes . . . so that they may receive.” This is the Bible’s clearest statement of where the disciple’s work begins and ends. As disciples of Jesus, we have a responsibility to open people’s eyes to the gospel, to help them turn toward the light. But this is only the work of conversion, not of salvation. Conversion is the effort of a roused human being. Salvation requires receiving something – not from another person but from God himself. This is the first mighty work of grace: “That they may receive forgiveness of sins.”

When someone fails in personal Christian experience, it is nearly always because they’ve never received anything. They’ve opened their eyes, but they haven’t accepted God’s gifts. They may make vows and promises, they may swear to walk in the light as God is in the light, they may even succeed for a time, but none of this is salvation. Salvation means that we have been brought, humble and open, to the place where we are able to receive. The only sign that a person is saved is that they have received the gift Jesus Christ bought for them on the cross.

“A place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.” Sanctification is the second mighty work of grace, God’s second great gift to us. In receiving the Holy Spirit, the reborn soul deliberately gives up its right to itself, turns itself over to Jesus, and identifies entirely with God’s will. To be born again in the Spirit is to know beyond a doubt that it is only through God’s generosity that we are saved, not through any decision of our own.



JANUARY 11

What My Obedience to God  Costs Others

They seized Simon from Cyrene . . . and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus.

LUKE 23:26

If we obey God, it is going to cost other people more than it costs us. We delight in obeying our Lord because we are in love with him. But this means that his plans come first in our lives, not the plans of other people. If the people around us do not love him, they may accuse us of indifference or selfishness. They may taunt us: “You call this Christianity?”

It isn’t indifference or independence that makes us act as we do. Many of us would probably prefer to be independent, to carry the burden of our obedience alone, never asking anyone for anything. We must learn that to obey is to be swept up in God’s universal purposes. His purpose for other people may be that they help us in his work, as Simon of Cyrene helped Jesus with the cross, or as Susanna offered him material support (Luke 8:2–3). To refuse help like this is to let our pride win out.

Are we going to remain loyal to God and go through the humiliation of depending on others? Or are we going to say, “I will not cause other people to suffer. I will not cost them anything”? Beware of the inclination to dictate to God what you will allow to happen if you obey him.

We can disobey God if we choose; we can prevent other people from suffering. Our disobedience will bring immediate relief. But it will hurt our Lord and, in the long run, fail to help anyone: God has already thought about the consequences of our obedience. If we obey, he – not we – will take care of everyone involved. We need only to let him.



JANUARY 12

Our Solitude with God

When he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.

MARK 4:34

Jesus doesn’t get us alone and explain things to us all the time; he explains them as we become able to understand. Other people’s lives are parables: they show us certain truths, but others cannot walk our path for us. God is making us spell out our own souls, so that we may come to our understanding honestly, through our own experience.

God’s ultimate aim, in asking us to do this work, is to shape us for his purposes. It is slow work, so slow that it takes him all of time and eternity to accomplish it. We must let him guide us through all the nooks and crannies of our characters. It is amazing how ignorant we are about ourselves! We don’t recognise envy when it is inside us, or laziness, or pride. Jesus reveals these things to us. He reveals everything we’ve been hiding before his grace began to work. How many of us have learned to look in with courage?

We have to get rid of the idea that we understand ourselves: it is the last bit of conceitedness to go. Only God understands us. If we ever get a glimpse of what we are like in his sight, we will never again say, “Oh, I am so unworthy,” because we will know we are, beyond having to say it. As long as we aren’t quite sure, God will keep cornering us until he gets us alone. He’ll wound our pride, take us to the limits of our intelligence, break our hearts. He’ll show us where we have loved unwisely, or too much.

Only then, when we are truly cornered and alone with him, will he begin to explain.



JANUARY 13

God’s Solitude with Us

Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place.

MARK 6:31

When God gets us alone – isolating us through sickness, heartbreak, or disappointment, through affliction, temptation, or unrequited love – when he gets us totally alone and we are so bewildered that we cannot ask him even one question, this is when he begins to teach us.

Most of the time, we are not alone with God in this way: it’s why he must produce a crisis. We spend our lives distracted by fussy little worries about our work or our health or what other people are doing. Jesus can explain nothing to us until we learn to quiet our minds and leave others alone. If I am walking with him, the only thing he intends me to see clearly is how he is dealing with my soul. We think we understand other people’s situations; then God shows us our own hearts, and we see that there are whole regions of stubbornness and ignorance inside us that we cannot access on our own. Only the Holy Spirit can reach these places.

If God has gotten you alone right now, if you are feeling isolated and bewildered, turn to the Spirit he has placed inside. It is the fine art of the Holy Spirit to be alone with God; it is a purpose of the Holy Spirit to guide and instruct: “The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things” (John 14:26). Remember that God has not left you alone; he has gotten you alone with him. Go with God to a quiet place, and his Spirit will teach you all you need to know.



JANUARY 14

Called by God

I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”

ISAIAH 6:8

God didn’t call Isaiah by name; he called for anyone willing to go. Isaiah simply heard and answered.

The call of God isn’t reserved for a special few; it’s for everyone. Whether or not we hear it depends on us. Are our ears open? Is our temperament in line with Christ’s? “For many are invited, but few are chosen,” Jesus said (Matthew 22:14). He meant that few prove themselves chosen. Chosen ones are those who, through Jesus Christ, have come into a relationship with God that has changed their temperament and opened their ears. All the time, they hear God asking, “Whom shall I send?”

God’s call leaves us free to answer or not to answer. When Isaiah answered the call, it wasn’t because God commanded him to. Isaiah was in God’s presence and, when the call came, realised that there was nothing for him to do but to answer, consciously and freely, “Send me.”

We have to get rid of the idea that if God really wants us to do something, he will come at us with force or pleading. When Jesus called the disciples, there was no irresistible compulsion from the outside. Instead, Jesus came with a quiet, passionate insistence, speaking to men who were wide awake, with all their powers and faculties intact. If we let the Spirit bring us face-to-face with God, we too will hear what Isaiah heard – “Whom shall I send?” – and we will say, in perfect freedom, “Here am I. Send me.”



JANUARY 15

Do You Walk in White?

We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that . . . we too may live a new life.

ROMANS 6:4

No one enters into the experience of entire sanctification without going through a “white funeral,” a burial of the old life. If this crisis has never taken place, if you’ve never put your old life to death, sanctification is nothing more than a vision. It is a death followed by one resurrection – a resurrection into the life of Jesus Christ. Nothing can upset such a life. It is one with God for one purpose: to be a witness to him.

Have you come to your last days really? You may have come to them many times in your thoughts and dreams; you may have grown excited at the thought of being baptised into death with your Lord. But have you actually done it? You cannot die in excitement. Death means you stop being, stop striving. Do you agree with God to stop being the kind of striving, eager Christian you’ve been up to now? We circle the cemetery all the time, refusing to actually go to our deaths.

Are you ready to be buried with Christ, or are you playing the fool with your soul? Is there a moment you can identify as your last? Can you go back to it in your memory and say, with a chastened and grateful spirit, “Yes, it was then, at that ‘white funeral,’ that I made an agreement with God”?

“It is God’s will that you should be sanctified” (1 Thessalonians 4:3). When you realise that sanctification is what God wants, you will enter into death naturally. Are you willing to do it now? Do you agree with God that this day will be your last? The moment of agreement depends on you.



JANUARY 16

Tuned In to God

I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send?”

ISAIAH 6:8

What does the call of God sound like? There is the call of the sea, the call of the mountains, the call of the great ice barriers. These are calls heard only by the few – by those who have the sea or the mountains or the ice in their blood. So it is with the call of God. His call is the expression of his nature, and only those with the same nature inside them can hear it.

Have we ever heard God calling? His call always comes intimately, through the circumstances of our lives. There is no point asking anyone else about these circumstances; they are strands of our existence that God has woven specially for us.

It is easy – too easy – to miss the call. We have to maintain the profound relationship between our soul and God if we are to hear it. Isaiah was able to hear because, after the tremendous crisis he had been through, his soul, open and raw, was tuned in to God.

Most of us are tuned in only to ourselves; we hear nothing of what God is saying. I have to realise that the call of God is not an echo of my own nature. My likes and dislikes are not part of it. Neither is my temperament. As long as I place concern for myself at the centre of my life, all I’ll hear are my own thoughts, echoing back at me.

To be brought into an intimate conversation with God is to be profoundly changed. It is to see with our eyes, hear with our ears, and understand with our hearts all that God is saying (Isaiah 6:10).



JANUARY 17

God’s Nature and Ours

But when God . . . was pleased to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles . . .

GALATIANS 1:15–16

If the call of God is an expression of his nature, and not our own, how are we to answer it? Paul writes that he went out to preach the gospel when God called. The call was God’s; the preaching was Paul’s interpretation of it, an action fitted to Paul’s own nature. Paul had always been able to preach, but now, having received the Holy Spirit, he began to use his gift for God’s purposes.

This is what service means: God’s nature awakening and filtering through our own. God’s own nature is supernatural, but our acts of service to him are always part of our natural lives. We may be called to serve him in big ways or in small, through the seemingly unimportant tasks that fill our days. The size of the act doesn’t matter. If we perform it as an act of service, it becomes a sacramental expression. To serve God is the deliberate love gift of a nature that has heard his call.

If I have received God’s nature, if the Holy Spirit dwells inside me, I will hear the most beautiful echo when God calls, the voice from outside resounding on the inside, the two joining together to help me do his work. When the life of Jesus is revealed in me in this way, I will serve God’s purposes all the time, pouring myself out in superabounding devotion to him.



JANUARY 18

Unbribed Devotion

When a Samaritan woman came to draw water,  Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?”

JOHN 4:7

When Jesus asked the Samaritan woman for water, he indicated the proper form our devotion should take. How many of us spend our lives begging Jesus to satisfy our thirst, when we should be satisfying him? To be a witness for the Lord is to lead a life of unsullied, uncompromising, and unbribed devotion. It is to make ourselves a satisfaction to him wherever he places us.

Beware of anything that competes with loyalty to Jesus Christ. Sometimes, the greatest competitor of devotion to Jesus is service for him. Instead of losing ourselves in love for our Saviour, we busy ourselves with work, allowing it to distract us from our relationship with him. Recall how Jesus admonished Martha, as she rushed about doing chores while her sister, Mary, sat devotedly at his feet: “Martha, Martha,” Jesus said, “you are worried and upset about many things, but few things are needed – or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better” (Luke 10:41–42).

It is easier to serve than to be drunk with love and devotion. But the one aim of the call of God is the satisfaction of God. It is not a call to keep busy, or to rack up accomplishments, or to keep a running tally of how many souls we’ve saved. All of that is God’s concern, not ours, and we must leave him to it. We are not called to battle for God but to be used by God in his battles. Are we allowing ourselves to be used in this way?



JANUARY 19

Vision and Darkness

A thick and dreadful darkness came over him.

GENESIS 15:12

When God gives us a vision, he puts us, so to speak, in the shadow of his hand. There is a darkness that comes from too much light, and this is the time to listen. Thirteen years of silence passed between visions God sent Abraham, but in that time Abraham’s selfishness and self-sufficiency were destroyed and he was transformed into the man God wanted him to be, a man worthy of being called the father of many nations (Genesis 17). Those years of silence were a time of discipline, not punishment.

Whenever God sends you a vision and darkness follows, wait. God is remaking you in the image of what he has shown you: “Let the one who walks in the dark, who has no light, trust in the name of the Lord and rely on their God” (Isaiah 50:10).

Am I trusting entirely in the name of the Lord, or is my confidence in myself and other people? Is it in books and prayers and ecstasies, or is it in God himself? The one thing for which we are all being disciplined is to know that God is real. Until we know this, the vision will not come to pass. After we know it, everything that seemed so real to us before – books and prayers, other people’s words and actions – will become as shadows. Nothing can disturb the one who is built on God.



JANUARY 20

Are You Fresh for Everything?

No one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.

JOHN 3:3

Being born again of the Spirit is an unmistakable work of God, as mysterious as the wind, as surprising as God himself. We do not know where it begins; it is hidden away in the depths of our personal lives.

Being born again from above is a perennial, perpetual, and eternal beginning. It is a freshness all the time in thinking and talking and living, the continual surprise of the life of God. Sometimes, we are fresh for a prayer meeting, but not for cleaning boots! If this is the case, it’s a sign that something isn’t right between our souls and God. If we’ve ever found ourselves grumbling, “I have to do this thing or it will never get done,” we’ve let staleness creep in.

Consider the moment you are in right now: Do you feel the spark of eternity, of life itself, lighting you from within? The spark never comes from our own efforts. Obedience keeps us in the light, but it doesn’t fill us with vibrant, vital, untiring life. This can only come from the Spirit. To keep in touch with the Spirit within, we must jealously guard our relationship to God. Jesus prayed that we would be one as he and the Father are one – with absolutely nothing in between (John 17:21).

Keep every area of your life continually open to Jesus Christ. Don’t pretend with him. Are you drawing on any other source than God himself? If you’re depending upon anything but him, you will never know when he is gone. Being born of the Spirit means much more than we generally take it to mean. It gives us a new vision and keeps us absolutely fresh for everything, thanks to the perennial supply of the life of God.



JANUARY 21

What God Remembers

I remember the devotion of your youth.

JEREMIAH 2:2

Am I as spontaneously kind to God as I used to be, or am I only expecting God to be kind to me? Am I full of the sort of small, simple actions and thoughts that cheer his heart? Or am I constantly irritated, obsessed with the idea that things aren’t going my way?

There is no joy in the soul that has forgotten what God loves and needs. Think on this: God needs you. Do you know that? It is a great thing. “Will you give me a drink?” Jesus asked the Samaritan woman, counting on the spontaneous spark of goodness and charity that might lead someone from a different people, a different tribe, to offer help (John 4:7). We too must act in spontaneous joy and love for his sake – the sake of his reputation with others.

Do I remember how it was in the beginning of my relationship with him? God does: “I remember the devotion of your youth.” God remembers when I cared for nothing but him, when I had an extravagance of love for Jesus, when I would have gone anywhere, done anything, to prove my love.

Am I still so in love that I take no consideration for myself? Or have I grown calculating, always watching for the respect I think I deserve, weighing how much service I should give, asking if it’s worth it?

Remember as God remembers. And if you find that he is not what he used to be – your soul’s beloved – let it produce shame and humiliation. The shame will bring the goodly, godly sorrow that works repentance.



JANUARY 22

Where Am I Looking?

Look unto me, and be ye saved.

ISAIAH 45:22 kjv

The mind wanders, casting about. It worries over today and tomorrow, growing dizzy with its troubles and trials. These troubles vanish when we look to God, but we must truly look: to look means to concentrate fully on Jesus. This, in effect, is the teaching of the Sermon on the Mount: we must narrow all our interests until the attitude of our mind and heart and body is concentration on Jesus Christ (Matthew 5–7).

To look to God is to be saved. We have stories and ideas in our minds of great Christian saints and heroes. We think we must emulate their lives to be saved. But there is no salvation in emulation; it is not simple enough. “Look unto me, and be ye saved,” says God. Not “you will be saved” but “you are saved.” We get preoccupied and grumpy with God, and all the time he is saying, “Just look.”

Concentrating on God is a great spiritual challenge. It is easier in times of trouble, when we desperately need him, than in times of peace and contentment. God’s blessings absorb us, pulling us away in delighted distraction. We must not let them. Though a thousand wonderful things vie for our attention, we must learn to let them come and go, keeping our focus on God.

“Look unto me,” says God. The moment you look, salvation is.



JANUARY 23

The Unveiled Face

And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the  Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image.

2 CORINTHIANS 3:18

The most remarkable characteristic of a Christian is the unveiled face. Open and honest, hiding nothing, we stand before God so that our lives may become a mirror of his. By being filled with the Spirit, we are transformed. By standing unveiled before him, we become his mirror. It is always easy to sense when someone has been beholding the glory of the Lord. We can feel the Lord’s own character, shining out from within.

The golden rule for the Christian life is this unfailing concentration on God. If God requires it, we must be willing to set aside our concerns for everything else – work, food, clothing, shelter, everything. The busyness of modern life tends to draw our attention away from God, darkening the mirror within. Usually, the thing that dirties the mirror is a “good” thing, a worthy concern. It is the good that is the enemy of the best.

Let other things come and go as they may. Let other people criticise as they will. But never let anything disturb the life that is hidden with Christ in God. Never be hurried out of the relationship of abiding in him. This is the one thing that tends to get pushed aside, and it is the one thing that shouldn’t. It is the toughest discipline we undergo as Christians: the discipline of keeping our focus on the glory of the Lord.



JANUARY 24

The Overmastering  Relationship

I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness.

ACTS 26:16

Paul’s vision on the road to Damascus was no passing dream. It was a vision that brought with it clear and emphatic instructions. Jesus told Paul that from now on Paul’s whole life was to be mastered: it was to be subdued, to have no end, aim, or purpose except Christ’s. “I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant.”

All of us, when we are born again, have visions of what Jesus wants us to be. The big thing we must learn is not to be disobedient to the vision; we must not say that it can’t be attained. We think it can’t be attained because our faith doesn’t have the proper foundations. It isn’t enough to believe that God has redeemed the world, or that the Holy Spirit can make all that Jesus did come alive in us. We must have the basis of a personal relationship with him. Paul wasn’t given a script or a doctrine to proclaim; he was brought into a vivid, personal, overmastering relationship with Jesus Christ, and on this basis he became a witness.

We too must have as the foundation of our faith a personal relationship with Jesus. This is the only way our vision will be attained, and the only way we’ll succeed in obeying it. Verse 16 is immensely commanding: “to appoint you as a servant and as a witness.” There is nothing there apart from a personal relationship.

Paul was devoted to a person, not a cause. He was absolutely Jesus Christ’s. He saw nothing else; he lived for nothing else. “For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2).



JANUARY 25

Leave Room for God

But when it pleased God . . .

GALATIANS 1:15 kjv

Have you learned how to leave space for God – to give him a little elbow room to work in your life? Too often, as we go about making our plans, we forget to leave a place for God to come in as he chooses. We say that this or that will happen, but none of our predictions leave room for the element of divine surprise.

Would we be shocked if God came into our meetings, our prayers, or our preaching in a way we’d never expected? However well we think we know God, we can never know exactly what he’ll do. What we can know is that, when it pleases him, he will break in. This is the great lesson to learn – that at any minute God may arrive. We tend to overlook this element of surprise, and yet God never works in any other way.

Keep in constant, intimate contact with God, so that his surprising power may break through at any time and any place. Always be in a state of expectancy, and remember to leave room. Do not look for God to come in any particular way, but do look for him.



JANUARY 26

Look Again and Consecrate

If that is how God clothes the grass of the field . . . will he not much more clothe you?

MATTHEW 6:30

A simple message is always a puzzle to those who aren’t simple. What Jesus is saying here is “God looks after those who seek his kingdom, so seek and don’t worry about anything else.” But we’ll never be able to take this message to heart if we don’t possess Jesus’s own simplicity.

To be simple is to concentrate on our relationship with him. We slip out of spiritual communion when we complicate things, worrying and overthinking and insisting we know better than God. We get lost in the cares of the world, and we forget the promise of “much more.” Jesus compares us to the “birds of the air” (Matthew 6:26): their only goal is to obey the principle of life inside them. What principle is inside us? Jesus says that if we are rightly related to him, obeying the Spirit inside, God will look after our “feathers.”

To be simple is to grow where we are planted. “See how the flowers of the field grow,” Jesus says (v. 28). Many of us refuse to grow where we’re planted, and the result is that we never take root, never blossom fully. Jesus says that we shouldn’t go running after the things we think we need. If we obey the life God has given us, he will look after the rest.

To be simple is to consecrate each moment to God. Consecration involves setting ourselves aside for one particular thing – giving it our attention, dedicating our actions to it. We can’t consecrate ourselves to God once and be done with it. We must consecrate continually, each moment and every action. If we do, we will find ourselves absolutely free: free to do God’s work, free to live lives of amazing simplicity, free to set aside confusion, angst, and worry.



JANUARY 27

Look Again and Think

Do not worry about your life.

MATTHEW 6:25

How easy following this command would be if we could just decide, once and for all, to stop worrying about the world and its demands; if, having pledged ourselves to Jesus, we could just forget about the things that used to obsess us. But answering the call is never this easy. The cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, the pull of desire and hunger and lust – these are recurring tides, always lapping at our shores. If we don’t allow the Spirit of God to rise up against them, they’ll come flooding in.

Jesus is telling us to be careful about one thing only: our relationship to him. Common sense shouts that this is ridiculous, that we must think about what we’re going to eat and drink and wear. Jesus says we must not. Beware of thinking that Jesus’s words don’t apply to your particular circumstances, that he doesn’t understand what you’re going through right now. Jesus understands your circumstances better than you do, and he says you must not make these things the central concern of your life. Whenever there’s a competition, put your relationship to God first.

“Each day has enough trouble of its own” (Matthew 6:34). How much trouble has begun to threaten you today? What mean little imps have been looking in and saying, “What are you going to do next month, next summer, next year?” “Do not be anxious,” Paul tells us (Philippians 4:6). Look again, and think, drawing your awareness to the “much more” of your heavenly Father: “Will he not much more clothe you – you of little faith?” (Matthew 6:30).



JANUARY 28

Our Way or His?

Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?

ACTS 26:14

Are we determined to serve God in our own way, or in his? Until we undergo the baptism by fire of the Holy Spirit, we will always be tempted to put our own ambitions and interests first. We won’t understand that our self-will and stubbornness stab Jesus, that our insistence on our own dignity and rightness hurts him. Every time we stand on our right to ourselves and insist that this is what we intend to do, we persecute our Lord.

When we realise what we’ve been doing, it is the most crushing thing. We see that we’ve been lying, see that every time we went out into the world with the Lord’s name on our lips and selfishness in our hearts, we were persecuting Christ. We were preaching sanctification while exhibiting the spirit of Satan.

Is the word of God alive and true in me as I hand it on to you, or does my life prove the lie of what I say? That is the question we must ask ourselves. The Spirit of Jesus is conscious of one thing only: a perfect oneness with the Father. All we do should be founded on this oneness, not a prideful determination to “be godly.” “Learn from me,” Jesus said, “for I am gentle and humble in heart” (Matthew 11:29). If we are gentle and humble, it means that we can be easily taken advantage of, easily snubbed, and easily ignored. But if we submit to this treatment for his sake, we will prevent Jesus Christ being persecuted.



JANUARY 29

The Unmistakable   Voice of God

Who are you, Lord?

ACTS 26:15

Has the voice of God come to you directly? If it has, you cannot mistake the intimate insistence with which it has spoken. It comes to you in the language you know best, not through your ears but through your circumstances.

When we have gone astray, when we have grown too sure of ourselves, God has to come in and set us right. He has to destroy our determined confidence in our own convictions. In these moments, his voice is overwhelming. He speaks to us as he spoke to Isaiah, with a “strong hand,” revealing to us the depths of our ignorance (Isaiah 8:11). He tells us that we’ve been serving Jesus in a spirit that is not his, pushing his message in the spirit of the devil. The words we’ve been speaking might have sounded right, but our spirit was that of the enemy: “If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal” (1 Corinthians 13:1).

There is no escape when our Lord speaks. I must take his rebuke to heart: “Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of” (Luke 9:55 kjv). Have I been persecuting Jesus by a zealous determination to serve him in my own way? To do God’s work in the Spirit of Jesus is to have the humble and gentle Spirit kindled inside me. If instead I am filled with self-satisfaction or a grim sense of having “done my duty,” I know that in fact I have not done it. We imagine that anything unpleasant is our duty! Is that at all like the Spirit of the Lord? “I delight to do thy will, O my God” (Psalm 40:8 KJV).



JANUARY 30

The Dilemma of Obedience

Samuel . . . was afraid to tell Eli the vision.

1 SAMUEL 3:15

When God speaks, it is never startling, seldom obvious. He comes to us in our circumstances, moving so subtly and mysteriously through our lives that we wonder, “Is that God’s voice?” Isaiah said that God spoke to him with a “strong hand” – the all-encompassing hand of circumstance, holding and guiding him (Isaiah 8:11). Nothing touches our lives that God isn’t speaking through.

What do we see in our own circumstances? The hand of God, or simply accidents? When we begin to understand that there are no accidents, that all is God, life begins to change. We begin to say, “Speak, Lord,” and to listen. We begin to realise that difficulty does more than discipline us; it brings us to the place where, attentive and hungry, we say, “Speak, Lord.” Get into the habit of saying, “Speak, Lord,” and life becomes a romance.

Perhaps we’ve already heard the call, but we were afraid to answer, fearing that answering would hurt someone we love. God called to Samuel, and Samuel hesitated, wanting to protect Eli. But Eli knew that Samuel must obey; if he did not, he would turn himself into an amateur providence. As cruel as it may seem, we must not prevent the gouging out of the eye, the cutting off of the hand (Matthew 5:29–30). We too are circumstances God is using to speak to others.

Every time circumstances press, say, “Speak, Lord,” and make time to listen. As you listen, your ears grow sharp, until, like Jesus, you hear God all the time.



JANUARY 31

Abiding Reality

Set apart for the gospel of God . . .

ROMANS 1:1

The one abiding reality is the gospel of God. Other things may be real; the gospel is reality itself. We are brought into this reality through the redemption; the cross is our bridge and our entry point. Our access to it is a gift, purchased for us by Jesus Christ. We cannot get at it through any action of our own.

This is a crucial thing for us to understand. The reason God calls us is so that we will proclaim his gospel. God isn’t asking us to go out and play the part of holy men or holy women. Personal holiness is an effect, not a cause. If we place our faith in our own holiness, we will stumble when the test comes.

In Romans 1, Paul doesn’t say that he set himself apart from his previous life; he says that God set him apart. Paul doesn’t need to take the credit. He isn’t hypersensitive about his character; he’s unconscious of it, recklessly abandoned to God. As long as our eyes are fixed on our own holiness, rather than Christ’s, we’ll never get to the reality of redemption. It’s as though we’re asking God to keep us away from the ruggedness of human life as it is, away from the filth and decay and corruption and mess, so that we can spend time in our own perfectly ordered company and be made more desirable in our own eyes.

If this is what we want, it’s a sign that we ourselves are still unreal – the gospel hasn’t begun to touch us. When it does, when we enter into reality, then we are able to abandon all to God.
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