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An Enchanted Valley lies a twinkle away,

Where beautiful unicorns live, laugh and play.

You can visit the mermaids, or go for a ride,

So much fun to be had, but dangers can hide!

Your friends need your help – this is how you know:

A keyring lights up with a magical glow.

Whirled off like a dream, you won’t want to leave.

Friendship forever, when you truly believe.
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Chapter One

Trouble in Shinehigh Mountains

Aisha Khan pounced on a twig that lay in the long grass beside the River Spell. “Perfect!” she cried, running to join her best friend, Emily Turner, on Spellford Bridge.

They leaned against the wall, holding their sticks over the water. “Ready?” said Emily. “One, two – three!”
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Playing pooh sticks in the bright sunshine was fun. The girls dropped their sticks into the river at exactly the same time. But before Emily or Aisha had a chance to look over the other side of the bridge, they heard joyful barking and a great big SPLASH!

Emily laughed. “It’s Feather,” she said, pointing at the friendly dog. “He’s jumped in after his ball.” She waved to her next-door neighbour, Mr Pritchett. He and Feather walked along the river every morning.

Mr Pritchett grinned. “Morning, girls!”

Feather grabbed the ball and climbed on to the bank. He shook himself, spraying silvery droplets everywhere. Then he sneezed. “Woo-shoof!”

Everyone laughed.

“Come on, Feather,” said Mr Pritchett. “You need a rub down with a warm towel.” He waved to the girls. “Bye!”

“Bye!” they called. Then they leaned over the bridge, to see if their sticks had come through the other side. Nothing yet!

“The water’s as slow as a sleepy snail,” said Aisha.

Emily gasped and pointed to the unicorn keyring dangling from Aisha’s belt. “It’s glowing!” she said. Her eyes were wide with excitement.

Aisha looked down. Emily’s keyring was glowing, too!

When the girls had first explored the attic in Aisha’s home, Enchanted Cottage, they’d found a statue of a crystal unicorn. When sunlight struck it, Aisha and Emily were magically transported to a wonderful place called Enchanted Valley, where unicorns lived.

The crystal keyrings were the gift of Aurora, the unicorn queen. When they glowed, the girls knew she was calling them.

Emily held out her keyring. “I can’t wait to see all our friends again,” she said.

As well as unicorns, the girls had met pixies, mermaids, dragons and all sorts of magical creatures on their adventures in Enchanted Valley.

Aisha held her keyring close to Emily’s. The crystal unicorns sparkled in the sunshine and she felt a force like a strong magnet pulling them together.

When the unicorns touched, the air filled with dazzling sparkles that swirled slowly at first, then faster and faster. The girls felt their feet leave the ground, and they clutched each other in delight.

“We’re off for a new adventure!” cried Aisha.

A whirl of brilliant colour surrounded them. Moments later, their toes touched firm ground, and the swirling sparkles slowed and faded.
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“We’re back in Enchanted Valley!” Emily said.

They found themselves standing on lush grass at the foot of a hill. A magnificent golden palace stood at the top, with tall twisting turrets like unicorn horns. Sunlight gleamed off the golden roof and pink flowers rambled over the walls.

Three unicorns cantered over the silver drawbridge and headed downhill. The girls waved. They were thrilled to see their friends again.

The first unicorn wore a delicate silver crown, and her glossy coat shifted from pink to red and red to orange in the sunshine, just like the colours of a summer dawn. Her mane and tail shone like gold.

“Welcome!” she said in a soft voice.

“Hello, Queen Aurora!” the girls chorused.

The second unicorn was pure white with a mane and tail of shining silver. His crown had sparkling crystal droplets that flashed rainbow colours in the sunshine. He was the Crystal King and he was visiting Enchanted Valley for a very special occasion: the Crystal Festival!

“We’re so glad you’re back,” he said.

“We are, too!” said Aisha. She turned to the third unicorn, whose coat glowed with the orange colour of apricots. “Hello, Firebright. Oh dear, you still haven’t got your locket back.”

Each unicorn from Enchanted Valley wore a magical locket, which helped them to keep their world happy, healthy and peaceful. Queen Aurora looked after the friendships of the valley with the help of her locket. But a wicked unicorn called Selena had stolen Firebright’s locket, along with those of the other three Healing Crystal Unicorns. Selena refused to give the lockets back until she was made queen of Enchanted Valley.
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