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How to use this book






•  Welcome to the Access to History for the IB Diploma: Causes and effects of 20th-century wars: Study and Revision Guide. This book has been written and designed to help you develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the Paper 2 examination. The book is organized into double-page spreads.



•  On the left-hand page you will find a summary of the key content you will need to learn. Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary and key figures list (see pages 168–72).



•  On the right-hand page you will find exam-focused activities related to and testing the content on the left-hand side. These contain questions so that you can develop essay-writing skills. Answers for some of the activities can be found at the back of the book.



•  At the end of each chapter, you will find an exam focus section. Here, you will find examples of student responses, with examiner comments and annotations, to help you understand how to improve your grades. There are also exam-style questions that you can answer yourself.





Together, these two strands of the book will provide you with the knowledge and skills essential for examination success.
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At the end of the book, you will find:





•  Glossary and Key figures – key terms in the book are defined and key figures are highlighted.



•  Answers for some of the exam-focused activities.








Understanding the prescribed content



Paper 2 requires you to write two essays, each from a different topic; there will be a choice of two questions for each topic. You should answer only one of these questions for Topic 11: Causes and effects of 20th-century wars and a second question for the other topic that you have studied. Questions for Topic 11 may address:





•  the causes of 20th-century wars



•  the practices of 20th-century wars and their impact on the outcomes



•  the effects of 20th-century wars.





Below, you will find guidance and information on the skills and knowledge that you will need to successfully answer questions on each of these areas of the prescribed content.


Causes of war






	Topic

	Prescribed content






	Causes of war

	


•  Economic, ideological, political, territorial and other causes



•  Short- and long-term causes










Here, the focus is on causation, more specifically, why a war broke out. In order to effectively explain this, you need to have a good understanding of causal analysis.
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SOURCE 1


Extract from E.H. Carr, What is History?, Vintage, London, 1961, page 113.


If milk is set to boil in a saucepan, it boils over. I do not know, and have never wanted to know, why this happens; if pressed, I should probably attribute it to a propensity in milk to boil over, which is true enough but explains nothing. But then I am not a natural scientist. In the same way, one can read, or even write, about the events of the past without wanting to know why they happened, or be content to say that the Second World War occurred because Hitler wanted war, which is true enough but explains nothing. But one should not then commit the solecism of calling oneself a student of history or a historian. The study of history is a study of causes. The historian, as I said at the end of my last lecture, continuously asks the question, ‘Why?’; and, so long as he hopes for an answer, he cannot rest. The great historian – or perhaps I should say more broadly, the great thinker – is the man who asks the question, ‘Why?’, about new things or in new contexts.
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In What is History?, E.H. Carr states that, ‘the study of history is a study of causes’. One of the fundamental endeavours of a historian is to explain why events occur. This is no simple matter: establishing causation is a tricky business. This is especially true in the case of explaining the genesis of an event as complex as the First World War, for example. So, how do we do this? The first step is to identify the causes of an event and categorize them into larger historical themes, which will then form the basis of the paragraphs in an IB essay. Secondly, very little happens in history for one reason, so an essay should examine the interrelationship between causes to explain why an event occurred, and how causes combined to produce that outcome. Thirdly, by showing this interrelationship, the historian tries to prioritize causes, and argue that certain factors were more important than others in causing events. This prioritization should be justified persuasively with reference to evidence. These three elements are essential in a strong IB Paper 2 essay in this area of the prescribed content, as the focus here is on causation.


It is therefore worth noting what weak and strong causal analysis looks like in a history essay.


Weak causal analysis may be characterized by the following three elements:





1  A reductionist view: focused on an insufficient number of causes. Perhaps even a monocausal argument where only one cause is presented.



2  Compartmentalization: treats causes as distinct entities, and fails to show how they combined to cause an event.



3  A lack of prioritization: does not offer a line of argument, but treats all causes as equal in terms of importance.




Strong causal analysis may be characterized by the following three elements:





1  A consideration of multiple events: deals with a range of causes – three or four would be sufficient in an IB Paper 2 essay – across a variety of historical themes, or categories. Examples of categories include economic, political, ideological and territorial.



2  An examination of the interrelationship between causes: analyses how different causes interrelate with each other to cause an event to occur. Unpacks and explains these links between factors.



3  Prioritization: offers an argument, and tries to argue that certain factors, or combinations of factors, are more important than others when explaining why an event occurs. This is an attempt to establish some type of hierarchy of causes based on how they interrelate.





Practices of war and their impact on the outcome






	Topic

	Prescribed content






	Practices of war and their impact on the outcome

	


•  Types of war: civil wars; wars between states; guerrilla wars



•  Technological developments; theatres of war – air, land and sea



•  The extent of the mobilization of human and economic resources



•  The influence and/or involvement of foreign powers










Here, the focus is still on causation, but now it is on how and why the various practices of war affected the outcome of a conflict. To effectively explain this, you need to understand the technical terminology in the prescribed content, as defined in the table below.






	Prescribed content

	Definition






	Civil war

	Also referred to as an intrastate war. This is a war between organized groups within the same state, or country. Aims may vary. They include: trying to control the country or region; attempting to achieve independence; aiming to change some governmental policy






	War between states

	This is when different countries go to war with each other. Aims may vary, but common causes are economic, political, territorial and religious






	Guerrilla war

	A form of unconventional warfare in which small groups of mobile irregular forces carry out surprise attacks against regular forces. Tactics of such a force include ambushes, sabotage, hit-and-run attacks, booby traps and raids






	Technological developments

	Advances in technology that affect how a war is fought. For them to be effective in aiding victory they need to fit the theatre of war. It is not always the side with the most modern technology that wins, but more often than not throughout history it has helped






	Theatre of war

	The area, or environment, in which a war takes place. This will affect the tactics and weaponry that armies use and can have a huge impact on their effectiveness. Air, land and sea are examples of this. Jungle warfare, urban warfare and trench warfare are further types






	Human resources

	The human beings available to the sides in a war. The number, motivation and military skills of these people are vital to the success of a war effort






	Economic resources

	The finances available to the sides in a war. The ability of an army to be victorious can rest to a large degree on how much money is available to support the war effort with weapons, logistics and training. However, in some irregular types of warfare there have been historic examples where finance has not been decisive






	Foreign powers

	This refers to foreign powers intervening in a domestic conflict, such as a civil war, that is already being fought. Sometimes the intervention of these foreign powers can prove decisive in helping the side that they are supporting to win. However, in other cases, such intervention can prove detrimental to the side it is intended to help and have unintended consequences








Effects of war






	Topic

	Prescribed content






	Effects of war

	


•  The successes and failures of peacemaking



•  Territorial changes



•  Political repercussions



•  Economic, social and demographic impact; changes in the role and status of women










Here, the focus is on the consequences of warfare, and the effects that it has across a variety of areas listed in the prescribed content. This section requires students to consider the effects of war in a range of different ways, and decide whether they have been positive, negative, or somewhere in between. Students need to understand the effects of warfare for the different countries involved, and to assess which ones emerged in better, or worse, shape. To do well, it is once again integral that you understand the meaning of the prescribed content, as defined in the table below.






	Prescribed content

	Definition






	Peacemaking

	The attempts to uphold peace after a war. Major aims include trying to prevent further loss of life and conflict, trying to rebuild a nation by ensuring civilians are protected and rebuilding infrastructure. However, peace terms are often decided by the victors, who have other motives, such as revenge and gain for their nation. These motives may result in unsustainable peace terms






	Territorial changes

	Changes to who governs areas of land. This can involve the creation of new countries and empires, and the end of others. The implications for the populations of these areas are often significant






	Political repercussions

	Repercussions of war for political systems. War can often lead to significant upheavals to the governing classes of countries, and result in regime changes and new ideologies taking precedence. Sometimes these include greater rights for people, other times the complete opposite occurs






	Economic impact

	Warfare can impact on the economy in areas such as gross domestic product and employment levels. It can also leave countries facing huge war debts in the form of reparations. The reconstruction of an economy after a war can be a tricky, protracted process






	Social impact

	Warfare can impact on society in areas such as culture, religion, familial relations, relations between different groups in society, lifestyle changes, wealth and living conditions






	Demographic impact

	Demographic studies attempt to measure quantifiable characteristics of a given population. War may impact the number of people left alive, the average age in a country, the ethnic makeup of a country and the gender balance, to name a few of the most common indicators






	Changes in the role and status of women

	War may have a big impact on the role and status of women as the demands of war may require greater numbers of women to enter the workforce or join the army. This can lead to the enfranchisement and empowerment of women










Getting to know the exam



Command terms


A key to success is to understand the demands of the question. Questions use key terms and phrases known as command terms.






	Command term

	Description






	Compare and contrast

	




•  Discuss the similarities and differences of wars, referring to both throughout your answer and not treating each separately



•  You should not give an overview of each war and should focus on the most important similarities and differences in relation to the question










	Discuss

	




•  Review various arguments regarding a war, or wars, and conclude with an argument supported by evidence











	Evaluate

	




•  Make a judgement based on how strong or weak the evidence may be










	Examine

	




•  Analyse the strengths and weaknesses of various arguments, with a concluding opinion











	To what extent

	




•  Determine the extent to which something is true or false, with answers usually being ‘to a limited extent’, ‘to some extent’ or ‘to a great extent’











Answering questions





•  You will have five minutes of reading time at the start of the examination. It is during this time that you should review the questions in the two or more topics that you have studied.



•  Once you have identified which ones you are able to address, choose the Topic 11 question for which you have the most knowledge and whose demands you fully understand.



•  Many students may have great knowledge regarding one or more 20th-century wars, but they may not understand fully what the question wants them to do. If you find the wording of a question confusing, consider addressing another question if you feel more comfortable doing so.



•  Once you have chosen your question for Topic 11, you should look at your other topic of study and repeat this exercise.



•  Once you have made a decision on your second question for Paper 2, return to your Topic 11 question and begin to think about how you will address it, waiting for the end of the reading time.





Marks


All questions on Paper 2 are worth 15 marks each for a total of 30 possible marks for this paper. In order to attain the highest mark band (13–15), your essays should include:





•  answers that clearly address the demands of the question and are well structured and clear



•  correct, relevant historical knowledge used appropriately to support your argument



•  evidence that is critically analysed



•  historical events that are placed in their context



•  evidence that you understand that there are different historical interpretations.





Timing your writing





•  You will have 1 hour 30 minutes to complete both Paper 2 essays. This breaks down to 45 minutes per essay on average. You will also have five minutes’ reading time.



•  Part of your writing time, however, should be spent preparing a basic outline which will help you keep your answer structured and focused.





Making an argument





•  Your essays should make an argument, not just repeat details about a war, its causes, practices or effects.



•  Your argument should be stated explicitly in your essay’s introduction and conclusion, with the supportive evidence discussed in the body of the essay.



•  To strengthen your argument, use a range of supporting evidence. This evidence should be explained and connected to the question.



•  Try to bring in conceptual understanding and historical comparison points within your writing to increase the sophistication of your analysis and evaluation.



•  Higher-level responses will also discuss different perspectives. These could include the views of historians, opinions from the time period in question and your own interpretations. An evaluation of perspectives is required to reach the 13–15-mark band.





Planning your essay





•  A good plan will contain an argument and set out the structure of your essay, which will be designed to facilitate your argument.



•  You should spend perhaps five minutes preparing this.





Writing an introduction





•  The introduction is of vital importance for the rest of your essay, as it is the first thing an examiner will read, and needs to create the right impression about you as a student and young historian.



•  The most important three elements of a history introduction are that the reader leaves it knowing that you: (a) understand the question, (b) have a complex argument and (c) are able to structure your essay logically and unambiguously, accounting for each body paragraph you are going to write.



•  There should be no surprises for the reader as they make their way through the main body of your essay. In other words, you need to make clear in your introduction what you will be arguing, and how you will be arguing it.



•  Follow the four steps in the table below to enable you to do this effectively.









	Step 1: Contextualizing statement

	Using an explanation (and maybe a flowery anecdote), show that you understand the demands of the question






	Step 2: Rhetorical question(s)

	To show mastery over the question, pose a couple of rhetorical questions that expose the heart of the topic in the question. Perhaps explore the fact that the history will change depending on the lens through which you look at it






	Step 3: State your argument

	This is your answer to the question, so use the words of the question. It should show the interrelationship between factors and the ability to prioritize factors. It should be multilayered and nuanced






	Step 4: Explain the structure of your essay (the agenda for the essay)

	You should explicitly account for every paragraph. Try to use historical themes or factors. These may include: (1) economic, social, political, military factors; (2) long- and short-term factors; (3) historiographical arguments, for example ‘intentionalism’ and ‘functionalism’







It is also important that you define the terms you use in the introduction of your essay.






	If the question asks you:

	Be sure to …






	




•  about guerrilla warfare





	




•  explain what guerrilla warfare means










	




•  to discuss two wars, each from a different region





	




•  state clearly the regions in which the wars were fought, and the wars you will be discussing, with dates of the conflict










	




•  to discuss post-war peacemaking





	




•  explain what peacemaking is and what formats you will address as part of your structure, such as treaties, economic reconstruction or international observers











Writing body paragraphs





•  In a Paper 2 essay you should aim for three or four body paragraphs.



•  Each paragraph should develop your argument and stay focused on the question.



•  You should use historical themes, or factors, for each body paragraph. An example of this would be basing paragraphs around economic, social, political or military factors.



•  Follow the four steps on page 11 to enable you to effectively write body paragraphs. You may need to repeat steps 2 and 3 within each paragraph as you will probably be discussing more than one piece of evidence in each paragraph. Aim for three pieces of evidence to support your point, as a general rule.










	Step 1: Your point, or mini-argument

	Start with an argument that answers the question and makes your historical theme clear. Use the words of the question to make sure you are doing this






	Step 2: Evidence

	Support your argument with evidence. This evidence should be detailed and precise and should be both qualitative and quantitative. You may include expert opinion, for example historians’ arguments






	Step 3: Analyse

	Explain the meaning and significance of the evidence in relation to the question. Analyse how it supports your argument, and consider the implications of the evidence for the question






	Step 4: Link

	At the end of the paragraph make a link back to the question, reasserting your main point in the paragraph. Make sure you use the words of the question to ensure you stay relevant to it







Writing a conclusion





•  In your conclusion make the final, powerful case for your argument.



•  Restate your main arguments and unpack them.



•  Try to ensure that all of your body paragraphs are accounted for to show how they all contributed to your argument. In this way, your essay will not lose its nuance, or its layers of analysis.



•  Do not contradict arguments that you have made earlier in your essay.



•  Make sure that you refer back to the question throughout your conclusion, and unpack the complexities in the question.



•  If you have time, for the grand finish, try to reposition your essay in a wider historical context. The final sentence could perhaps refer back to the first contextualizing statement in your introduction to try to give your essay a profound finish.





Essays which focus on two case studies


Essays that focus on two case studies are common on Paper 2. There are some key points that are worth keeping in mind for this type of essay:





•  There should be a 50–50 split between usage of the two case studies. In other words, they need to be discussed equally.



•  Try to find big historical themes and refer to both case studies in relation to each theme. This thematic approach will encourage you to be analytical. Although this approach is preferable, there is no strict guidance on this, so you could write two paragraphs on one case study, and then two paragraphs on the other, discussing each separately. It will largely depend on the question set, so you will need to be flexible.



•  For example, if the question asks you to ‘compare and contrast’ two case studies, then you will get your marks by analysing similarities and differences between them. Here you will need to use a thematic structure in which you discuss both case studies in each paragraph, comparing and contrasting them.



•  If the question presents you with one of the other four command terms – examine, evaluate, to what extent or discuss – then you could either sequence the case studies or adopt a thematic approach. The latter is preferable though.





Good luck with your studies and the exam!





1 First World War 1914–18



On 28 July 1914, Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia. By 4 August, the powers of Europe declared war on each other, bringing much of the world into conflict.


The long-term causes of the First World War


Industrialization


Methods of manufacturing had developed dramatically in the nineteenth century, leading to advances in industry, technology and communication that enhanced military capabilities. As a result:





•  Germany became the European leader in industrial output by 1910.



•  Iron and steel output increased among all the major powers, making the mass production of weaponry much easier.



•  Methods of transportation improved, with the growth of railways allowing countries to move troops more quickly.





Imperialism


The Balkans


Stability in the Balkan region of Europe declined in the nineteenth century due to the weakening of the Ottoman Empire, as countries vied for influence and economic gain in the region. This led to heightened tensions between European powers, especially Russia and the Austro-Hungarian Empire, who competed for the prestige, markets and sources of raw materials that empire brought:





•  Austria-Hungary annexed Bosnia-Herzegovina in 1908, despite Russian protests, leaving Russia humiliated.



•  With Russian support, Serbia gained its independence from the Ottomans in 1878 and then greatly expanded its territories in the Balkan Wars of 1912–13.



•  Austria-Hungary, which wanted to prevent Serbian growth in terms of land, economic development and prestige, helped Albania to become an independent state, thereby blocking Serbia from having access to a seaport.





British, French and German rivalries


Britain, France, and Germany looked for opportunities to acquire land outside Europe:





•  The German Kaiser (Emperor), Wilhelm II, worked to establish a ‘place in the sun’ for Germany and wished to see the German Empire expand as part of his ideology named Weltpolitik.



•  Britain and France, whose colonies were significantly larger and more established than Germany’s, were concerned by Germany’s desire to expand and challenge them economically and diplomatically.



•  Tensions between these states resulted in the Moroccan Crisis of 1905. France wished to expand its control in the region, but Germany objected. An international conference held in Algeciras, Spain, in 1906 resulted in a temporary resolution. It also led to Germany being humiliated by Britain and France, which worked together to prevent the Germans from achieving much at the conference.



•  Tensions rose again in 1911 after France sent troops into Morocco to occupy Fez. Germany protested, claiming that France had created an excuse to occupy Morocco. Britain once again backed France, leaving Germany isolated and with little option other than to accept territory from France in the Congo region in compensation.
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MULTICAUSAL EXPLANATIONS FOR THE ORIGINS OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR


Use the information on the opposite page and the next page, and your own knowledge, to add examples to each of the following causal themes of the First World War in the spider diagram below.
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THE INTERRELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN LONG-TERM CAUSES OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR


Read the example below, which links ideological and economic long-term causes of the First World War. Using the information on the opposite page and the next page, and your own knowledge, try to do the same for any of the other long-term causes, completing the empty arrow and boxes.
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Alliance systems


European powers were all members of rival alliances, increasing the likelihood of a small dispute escalating into a much larger one.





•  Germany and Austria-Hungary formed the Dual Alliance in 1878 as a way of bolstering strength in central Europe after Russian–German relations deteriorated.



•  The Dual Alliance turned into the Triple Alliance in 1882 with Italy joining. Members agreed to provide military support to one another in the case of a military attack by another European power (Germany and Italy’s agreement concerned a French attack only).



•  Russia, fearing isolation against a now hostile Germany and Austria-Hungary along most of its western border, formed an alliance with France in 1894, known as the Franco-Russian military alliance. Both countries agreed to support each other in the event of an attack from a country in the Triple Alliance.



•  In 1904, Britain and France signed the Entente Cordiale, a series of agreements that resolved long-term colonial disputes and tensions between the two countries. While this was not technically an alliance and they did not promise military support to one another, it established a working relationship between the two countries.



•  In 1907, Britain signed a similar agreement with Russia, ending colonial tensions. Thus, the so-called Triple Entente was born.





Militarism


The increased capacity to produce weaponry due to industrialization, combined with a desire for influence and territory abroad among the European powers, led to an arms race at the start of the twentieth century.





•  Russia had the largest army in 1914, totalling 1.3 million troops from a population of 167 million.



•  All countries had substantially increased the size of their armies. For example, Austria-Hungary’s army more than doubled to 810,000 by 1910.



•  Britain continued to focus its efforts on maintaining naval superiority and developed the Dreadnought battleship in 1906. The battleship far surpassed any previous vessels in terms of machinery and capacity to attack from a great distance.



•  Germany responded by launching its own Dreadnought in 1908.



•  By 1914, Britain had 29 dreadnoughts compared to Germany’s 14.





Military plans


Rapid advances in machinery and weaponry meant new military strategies.





•  Germany developed the Schlieffen Plan, which aimed to prevent war breaking out simultaneously on its eastern border with Russia and its western border with France. Germany would launch a rapid attack against France, defeating it within six weeks, and then the vast majority of its army could be used against Russia before the Russians were fully ready for war. Russia was seen as the greater threat over the long term.



•  Russian plans were developed to rapidly move against Germany in order to counter its logistical and organizational problems, which would be an issue in a long-term war.



•  Plan XVII was drawn up in France, emphasizing the importance of launching an attack against Germany on their shared border.



•  Britain planned to send its army to France in the event of war and concentrate its efforts on destroying Germany’s navy, which would lead to supply problems, of both food and raw materials, that would hinder Germany militarily and economically.





Nationalism


Nationalism gained in popularity throughout the nineteenth century.





•  Germany’s unification was achieved through a series of wars orchestrated by Chancellor Otto von Bismarck of Prussia, the largest German-speaking state other than Austria. This led to a swell in nationalism, leading to calls for empire, as well as a large army and navy.



•  The desire for autonomous rule led to several ethnic groups declaring independence from the declining Ottoman Empire, such as Bulgaria, Greece and Serbia; all achieved independence by the early twentieth century.



•  Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution and natural selection was misappropriated and gave rise to the idea that some races and nations were superior to others and therefore were meant to dominate weaker groups or states.
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USING HISTORIANS’ ARGUMENTS TO HELP WITH THE PRIORITIZATION OF CAUSES


It is a good idea to quote from expert opinion – that of historians – a couple of times in your essays. You can then evaluate these quotations with evidence, arguing whether you agree or disagree with them. This will help with prioritizing arguments, as you can see which causes the experts place emphasis on and engage with their line of thinking.


For each historian’s argument below, explain which cause or causes of the First World War you think it supports.
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SOURCE 1


Extract from A.J.P. Taylor, War by Time-Table: How the First World War Began, MacDonald, London, 1969, page 45.


It is the fashion nowadays to seek profound causes for great events. But perhaps the war which broke out in 1914 had no profound causes. For thirty years past, international diplomacy, the balance of power, the alliances and the accumulation of armed might, produced peace. Suddenly the situation was turned round, and the very forces which had produced the long peace now produced a great war. In much the same way, a motorist who for thirty years has been doing the right thing to avoid accidents makes a mistake one day and has a crash. In July 1914 things went wrong.
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___________________________________________


___________________________________________
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SOURCE 2


Extract from D.E. Marshall, The Great War: Myth and Reality, W.T. Press, Wellington, 1988, page 36.


The Schlieffen Plan must rank as one of the supreme idiocies of modern times … It restricted the actions of the German government disastrously. In July 1914 they had just two choices; either to abandon the only plan they had to win the next war, or to go to war immediately.
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SOURCE 3


Extract from L.C.F. Turner, Origins of the First World War, W.W. Norton, London, 1970, page 112.


None of the rulers of the Great Powers really knew what they were fighting about in August 1914 … the crisis gathered pace and the calculations of statesmen were overwhelmed by the rapid succession of events, the tide of emotion in the various capitals, and the demands of military planning.
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PRIORITIZATION OF CAUSES


Create your own argument by organizing the causes of the First World War (listed in the boxes on the right) into the pyramid below to show their relative importance. You can put more than one cause in the different sections if you feel that helps your argument. Explain your reasoning around the pyramid. Use your own knowledge and the opposite pages to help with your reasoning.
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The short-term causes of the First World War



The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and the July Crisis


On 28 June 1914, a Bosnian Serb, Gavrilo Princip, from the secret Black Hand organization (also known as the Unification or Death movement) assassinated the heir to the Austro-Hungarian Empire in Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia-Herzegovina, which Austria-Hungary had annexed in 1908. This incident, often regarded as the catalyst cause of the First World War, was followed by a month of deliberations and negotiations known as the July Crisis, which led to the outbreak of the First World War:





•  Austria-Hungary, now in a stronger military position due to its alliance with Germany and Italy, felt confident enough to act against Serbia, even though Serbia had Russian support. Serbia supported Slav nationalism and as Austria-Hungary had many Slavs, this was a threat to the unity of the empire.



•  As it was a political assassination, it led to Austro-Hungarian hopes that the international community would be sympathetic and refuse to side with Serbia.



•  On 5 July, Germany offered Austria-Hungary its full support in the event of war (a ‘blank cheque’) and encouraged it to take whatever action necessary to resolve the crisis.



•  Austria-Hungary sent an ultimatum to the Serbian government on 23 July, including a demand that Austria-Hungary lead the investigation into the assassination. This would involve Serbia allowing Habsburg officials onto Serbian territory to investigate the assassination. Serbia was given 48 hours to accept all terms of the ultimatum.



•  Russia condemned the ultimatum but refused to support Serbia militarily at this point.



•  Serbia refused to have Austria-Hungary involved in the investigation but accepted all other ultimatum terms. Since Serbia did not unconditionally accept all terms, Austria broke off diplomatic relations with Serbia and mobilized its army. At this point Russia officially offered support to Serbia, as a fellow Slav state was being threatened. Russian prestige in the Balkans was at stake.



•  Realizing the seriousness of the situation, on 27 July, Britain sent a series of appeals to Germany to attend an international conference to attempt to resolve the crisis. France, Italy and Russia all agreed to attend. Germany and Austria-Hungary rejected these diplomatic appeals.



•  Britain, France, Italy and Russia agreed to attend a conference for resolution; Germany refused.



•  Once war was certain, the German government urged Austria-Hungary to only occupy the Serbian capital, which was just across the border from Austria-Hungary, to limit the war and keep other states from joining the conflict. Austria-Hungary ignored this request.





Timeline of the outbreak of war






	Date

	Event






	28 July

	Austria-Hungary formally declared war on Serbia






	29 July

	Tsar Nicholas II sent a telegram to the Kaiser still hoping to avert a war with Germany. Germany was not responsive, and maintained its aggressive stance






	30 July

	Russia mobilized, or prepared, its army for war, causing Germany to issue an ultimatum that Russia demobilize and that France declare it would not become involved in the war
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