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				Bowl by Julie Knowles Pottery


			


			During my years of motherhood, I’ve learned that certain toys strike a chord with children. Some toys are merely cute to look at. Others are more interactive—there’s something to do with or change in the toy, or it packs a surprise. It’s the latter type that people come back to. Kids want to share their delight with others, and they often covet that toy for years. In fact, sometimes adults not only remember such a cherished item but have actually saved the toy carefully, as a beloved keepsake of their childhood.


			A reversible knitted toy—for instance, a lamb that, when turned inside out, becomes a bunny—surely fits this definition of an interactive plaything that’s a winner. So I’m very, very pleased to share this collection of a dozen reversible toys with you.


			When I was preparing my book Itty-Bitty Toys, which had a few reversible toys in it, I was invited to my daughter’s classroom to do a presentation on all my knitting books. I brought in a whole bunch of the projects I had devised and knit, but it was the reversibles that received the strongest reaction. I held up a knitted turtle and turned it inside out to reveal the secret: there was a frog inside. The kids smiled and laughed at the transformation. Similarly, there were oohs and aahs when I flipped the lion into an elephant. As I passed these toys around, the students got so excited that, as each kid reversed one of the projects, the whole class started to generate ideas of pairings for more reversible toys. I wrote them all down, barely keeping up with the fast stream of suggestions pouring from these youngsters. It was extremely gratifying, and when I went on tour to promote Itty-Bitty Toys, I discovered that knitters were as enthusiastic about the reversibles as my daughter’s classmates had been.


			Because these interactive toys truly bring joy to people of all ages, I jumped at the chance to design and create a collection of reversible toys. It’s been an incredible opportunity and a very interesting challenge. First, I had to brainstorm ideas to find a dozen reversible projects—and yes, I did unearth that list from my daughter’s class and consult it. Next, there was the design phase, when I planned whether the toy could actually work as two things in one. Finally, there was the actual knitting of the toy, which for me is pure fun.


			On these pages you will find a couple of egg stories, a chrysalis with a fluttery surprise inside, pigs in a blanket, a tiny hidden fairy, a vintage-inspired toy with a fabled theme to boot, a dog in a doghouse, and much more. Some of these reversibles flip, others turn upside down, and still others turn inside out; there’s also a traditional topsy-turvy doll worked completely in one piece, with no seaming to be found. (I can assure you that was quite a design feat!)


			There is something for everybody in this book: the projects exhibit a variety of subject, size, and form. And there’s something for every skill level of knitting—beginners can easily tackle Happy Mouse, Sad Mouse and work their way up to the more advanced toys. (The projects are presented roughly in order of difficulty.)


			The instructions include the weight of the yarn used to make each project; however, when you are knitting toys, the gauge doesn’t always match up to what is expected for the yarn—so I hope having the weight at the start of the pattern will help you when choosing your yarns. Don’t forget about using up your stash yarn or leftover yarn, which is always perfect for toy knitting (only small amounts are needed to make each toy).


			My hope is also that you will take liberties to make the toys your own, through color selection or other changes that suit you. For some of the projects, I have included multiple color choices; for others, use your imagination. The sky is the limit!


			It’s inevitable that you will have some seaming and detail work to do with toys—that’s what makes them stand out. Here, though, I tried to streamline as much of that as possible. Every toy is doable and fun to make.


			Finally, this book contains a series of lessons on special techniques. I’m certain that you’ll find these tutorials helpful. If you’re unfamiliar with other, more basic techniques, I suggest you look at my YouTube videos or consult such sites as knittinghelp.com.


			Hang on to your needles, as you are in for some fun and imaginative toy knitting. As you knit, keep in mind that everyone loves a hand-knit toy—especially a reversible! 
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				dpn(s)

				double-pointed needle(s)

			


			

				k

				knit

			


			

				k2tog

				knit two stitches together

			


			

				kfb

				knit in the front and back of the same stitch

			


			

				ktbl

				knit through the back loop

			


			

				m1

				make 1 stitch by placing the bar in between the stitches on the left needle and knitting through the back loop

			


			

				mb

				make bobble

			


			

				p

				purl

			


			

				p2tog

				purl two stitches together

			


			

				pfb

				purl in the front and back of the same stitch

			


			

				psso

				pass slipped stitch over

			


			

				rem

				remain(s)

			


			

				rnd(s)

				round(s)

			


			

				sl1

				slip 1 stitch as if to purl

			


			

				ssk

				slip two stitches one at a time as if to knit, and knit these two stitches together through the back loops

			


			

				st(s)

				stitch(es)

			


			

				tl

				twisted loop

			


			

				yo

				yarn over: bring the yarn to the front, then over the right needle and to the back again, ready to work the next stitch; one stitch is increased

			


			


		


	

			Happy Mouse, Sad Mouse
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			Whenever my daughters and I visit the local gift shops in Madison, Wisconsin, we always sift through the toys and stuffed animals. One Saturday afternoon, my older daughter found a funny plush flip toy that had a sad face on one side and a happy face on the other. I realized that a simple flip toy, worked seamlessly and in one piece, would be the perfect starter for this book.


			Happy Mouse, Sad Mouse is something beginners can knit; for intermediate and more advanced knitters, it’s a great quick knit through which to dive into this collection of reversibles. Either way, you’ll be done in a flash, which is always a Happy Mouse kind of thing!
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			Happy Mouse, Sad Mouse


			

				[image: 1miceartwork_final.psd]

			


			Finished Measurement


			4 inches tall (not including the ears)


			Yarn


			Balance by O-Wool from Tunney Wool Company (50% certified organic merino wool, 50% certified organic cotton; 50 grams/130 yards/120 meters), DK weight; 1 hank of each:


			Version 1 (gray): Opal #2026 (Color A), Rose Quartz #4105 (Color B), and Charoite #5001 (Color C)


			Version 2 (yellow): Butterstone #6105 (Color A), Turquoise #2109 (Color B), and Cinnabar #4001 (Color C)


			Version 3 (orange): Amber #6122 (Color A), Turquoise #2109 (Color B), and Peridot #3017 (Color C)


			Version 4 (striped): Peridot #3017 (Color A), Cinnabar #4001 (Color B), Amber #6122 (Color C), and Turquoise #2109 (Color D)


			Needles


			U.S. size 5 (3.75 mm) double-pointed needles, set of four, or size to obtain gauge


			Gauge


			6 stitches per inch in stockinette stitch 


			Notions


			Detachable stitch markers


			Ruler or tape measure


			Yarn needle


			Scissors


			Plastic pellets (optional and not recommended for young children or babies as they are considered a choking hazard)


			Fiberfill


			Small amount of dark gray or black worsted-weight yarn for the face embroidery (all versions use a length of Balance in Graphite #9118)


		


			Body


			With Color A, cast on 9 stitches (see page 6), placing 3 stitches on each of three double-pointed needles. Join to work in the round, being careful not to twist your stitches. Place a stitch marker on the first stitch.


			Rnd 1: Knit.


			Rnd 2: Kfb in each stitch (6 sts per needle, 18 sts total).


			Rnd 3: Knit.


			Rnd 4: (k1, kfb), repeat to the end of the round (9 sts per needle, 27 sts total).


			Rnd 5: Knit.


			Rnd 6: (k2, kfb), repeat to the end of the round (12 sts per needle, 36 sts total).


			Rnds 7 and 8: Knit.


			Rnd 9: (k3, kfb), repeat to the end of the round (15 sts per needle, 45 sts total).


			Rnd 10: Knit.


			Rnd 11: (k4, kfb), repeat to the end of the round (18 sts per needle, 54 sts total).


			Place a stitch marker on Round 11 and leave it there.


			Knit every round until the body measures 3 inches above the stitch marker on Round 11.


			For the striped version (Version 4) only, work the stripes as follows:


			Rnds 1–5: Knit with Color A.


			Rnds 6 and 7: Knit with Color B.


			Rnds 8 and 9: Knit with Color A.


			Rnds 10–13: Repeat Rounds 6–9 one more time.


			Rnds 14 and 15: Repeat Rounds 6 and 7.


			Rnds 16–20: Knit with Color A.


			For all versions, place the end from the cast-on stitches on a yarn needle. Take some stitches to close the hole. Pull the end to the inside, weave in, and trim.


			Fill the bottom with plastic pellets and then stuff the rest of the body with fiberfill or stuff only with fiberfill. The body should be flat and wide, so when stuffing, start creating this shape with the fiberfill.


			Decrease Rounds


			Rnd 1: (k4, k2tog), repeat to the end of the round (15 sts per needle, 45 sts total rem).


			Rnd 2: Knit.


			Rnd 3: (k3, k2tog), repeat to the end of the round (12 sts per needle, 36 sts total rem).


			Rnds 4 and 5: Knit.


			Rnd 6: (k2, k2tog), repeat to the end of the round (9 sts per needle, 27 sts total rem).


			Rnd 7: Knit.


			At this point, if you are using plastic pellets, pour the same amount as in the bottom of the body into the top of the body. This will be slightly messy, as some of the pellets may fall out as you finish. It’s helpful to set a small tray on your lap to catch any stray pellets.


			If you are using fiberfill only, continue to stuff the body.


			Rnd 8: (k1, k2tog), repeat to the end of the round (6 sts per needle, 18 sts total rem).


			Rnd 9: Knit.


			Rnd 10: K2tog, repeat to the end of the round (3 sts per needle, 9 sts total rem).


			Finish any remaining stuffing. Cut the yarn and place the end on a yarn needle. Pull the end through the remaining stitches and tighten to close the hole. Pull the end to the inside and trim.


			Ears (make 4)


			Note that this is a flip toy. The ears on one side of the toy become the feet on the other side when it is flipped.


			With two double-pointed needles, pick up 10 stitches at the top of the body and 1 inch to the side of the center hole, placing 5 stitches on each of the two needles in 2 parallel lines (see page 12). Begin working in the round with Color B. Place a stitch marker on the first stitch.


			Rnd 1: Knit.


			Rnd 2: (kfb, k3, kfb), repeat on each needle (7 sts per needle, 14 sts total).


			Rnds 3–6: Knit.


			Rnd 7: (k1, k2tog three times), repeat on each needle (4 sts per needle, 8 sts total rem).


			Rnd 8: Knit.


			Rnd 9: (k1, k2tog, k1), repeat on each needle (3 sts per needle, 6 sts total rem).


			Cut the yarn and place the end on a yarn needle. Pull the end through the remaining stitches and tighten to close the hole. Pull the end to the inside and trim.


			Flip the body to the other side. Repeat the ears on the Sad Mouse side using Color C. For the striped version, use Color B for the Sad Mouse ears.
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			Arms (make 2)


			On the side of the body and halfway between the ears and the feet, with two double-pointed needles, pick up 8 stitches, placing 4 stitches on each of the two needles. With Color A, begin to work in the round. Place a stitch marker on the first stitch.


			Rnds 1–5: Knit.


			Rnd 6: (k1, k2tog, k1), repeat on each needle (3 sts per needle, 6 sts total rem).


			Cut the yarn and place the end on a yarn needle. Pull the end through the remaining stitches and tighten to close the hole. Pull the end to the inside and trim.


			Nose


			With Color B, Color C, or Color D (striped version only) and two double-pointed needles, make a bobble as follows: 


			Cast on 1 stitch loosely.


			Row 1: Knit in the front and back of the cast-on stitch until there are 5 stitches on the right needle.


			Row 2: Knit.


			Row 3: Purl.


			Row 4: Knit. Do not turn. Pass the second, third, fourth, and fifth stitches over the first stitch and off the needle (1 st rem).


			Cut the yarn and place the end on a yarn needle. With the knit side facing out, take stitches around the edge to gather and form a ball shape. Stitch the bobble to the body toward the top and center and about 1 inch below the center-gathered hole at the top.


			Flip the toy over to the other side and repeat.


			Face


			happy mouse eyes


			With a cut length of black or gray yarn placed on a yarn needle, take 2 small horizontal stitches for the eyes. In the center of each stitch, take a small vertical straight stitch to pull the eye upward.
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			sad mouse eyes


			Repeat as for Happy Mouse, only take a small vertical straight stitch to pull the eye stitch downward at the center.
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			happy mouse mouth


			With a cut length of black or gray yarn placed on a yarn needle, take 1 small vertical straight stitch down from the nose and 2 straight stitches to form a V shape to give a smiling appearance.


			sad mouse mouth


			Repeat as for Happy Mouse, only take 2 straight stitches to form an upside-down V to create a down-turned or sad-looking mouth.
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			Tutorial


			How to Cast On a Small Number of Stitches and Join to Work in the Round



OEBPS/image/6961.48.2012.06_fmt.jpeg





OEBPS/image/9781579655884.jpg
TOPSY-TURVY

MAGICAL

" Two-in-One
Reversible Projects

SUSAN B. ANDERSON

Author of Itty-Bitty Hats





OEBPS/image/6975.44.2012.06_fmt.jpeg





OEBPS/image/6982.54.2012.06_fmt.jpeg





OEBPS/image/6962.11.2012.06_fmt.jpeg





OEBPS/image/6979.36.2012.06_fmt.jpeg





OEBPS/image/6978.30.2012.06_fmt.jpeg





OEBPS/image/6979.37.2012.06_fmt.jpeg





OEBPS/image/6979.10.2012.06_fmt.jpeg





OEBPS/image/30973.jpg





OEBPS/image/1miceartwork_final_fmt.jpeg





OEBPS/image/6961.49.2012.06_fmt.jpeg





