



[image: image]






Teach®
Yourself


Essential Italian Verbs


Maria Bonacina


Revised edition
Theresa Federici


Series editor
Paul Coggle





Personal Introduction by Theresa Federici


Along with a good dictionary, a verb book forms part of the essential kit for supporting language learning. Essential Italian Verbs provides you with over 200 verbs, fully conjugated, with sample phrases that put the verb into context and give idiomatic meanings and a reference list of over 3500 verbs linking you to the appropriate model conjugation. For learners starting out in Italian there is an explanatory section giving information on how the different functions of verbs work, with learning tips and examples. Increasing your awareness of verbs and enriching your knowledge of their forms and structures will enable you quickly to improve your overall language skills quickly and give you confidence when using Italian in different social contexts and in your written Italian. The verb list and verb tables enable you to see patterns and logical sequences even in irregular verbs and can make the prospect of learning verbs and their uses much more appealing.


 


Credits


Front cover: © Oxford Illustrators


Back cover: © Jakub Semeniuk/iStockphoto.com, © Royalty-Free/Corbis, © agencyby/iStockphoto.com, © Andy Cook/iStockphoto.com, © Christopher Ewing/iStockphoto.com, © zebicho – Fotolia.com, © Geoffrey Holman/iStockphoto.com, © Photodisc/Getty Images, © James C. Pruitt/iStockphoto.com, © Mohamed Saber – Fotolia.com





1: Only got a minute?



A fundamental aspect of the Italian language, verbs do much more than simply tell you which action is taking place and when. In Italian, your choice of verb can convey your intentions, actions and feelings such as humour, sarcasm or longing. They can elevate your language to a more formal level and differ between written and spoken forms that nonetheless carry the same meaning. Verbs also make the difference between informal ways of speaking to family and friends and more formal and polite forms of address. The mood of a verb allows you to give orders, express doubt, hope, regret and many other emotions simply through changing the verb form used. From beginners’ level through to more advanced students, Essential Italian Verbs provides learners with over 200 verb tables where the appropriate subject, tense and mood of a verb can be checked and useful idiomatic examples of the verb in action can be found. An introductory section also explains the main functions of verbs: an essential support for learning and perfecting this aspect of language.





5: Only got five minutes?



As you have bought a book of Italian verbs, you have probably started learning Italian already, or you are just about to. You probably know, then, about the rich and diverse history of Italy that has left its mark on the cities and landscapes making it one of the most beautiful and fascinating countries to visit. Italy’s rich cultural history has also left a clear imprint on the evolution of the Italian language particularly through the legacy of Latin that remained the language of erudition, religion, and political discourse for many centuries.


The use of Latin for many centuries as the European ‘lingua franca’ for scholars and the Church and the influence of ‘Romance languages’ on the evolution of English mean that many cognates can be found when learning Italian. The word ‘cognate’ itself is of Latin origin: it means ‘born together’ and in language it is used to refer to words that share the same origin. Some verbs are immediately recognisable and have the same or very similar meanings in both languages. Verbs such as arrivare, entrare, dividere, studiare and many others are easily identifiable. These cognates are very helpful when building your confidence in receptive learning skills like reading and listening.


Other cognates that come from Latin exist in different forms. The verbs mettere, ‘to put’, prendere ‘to take’ and venire ‘to come’ do not look like their English equivalent verbs. Verbs from the same families that take a prefix do have cognates in English: ammetto is recognisable in ‘I admit’ and you can see the word ‘promise’ in the past participle promesso; comprendere looks like ‘to comprehend’ and intervenire does mean ‘to intervene’. Even the verb eleggere is recognisable as the English ‘to elect’ when you look at the past participle eletto. It is sometimes English that adds the prefix: abitare means ‘to live’ in the sense of ‘to dwell’ and we find its cognate in the verb ‘to inhabit’.


Prefixes can be very helpful in creating links for learning verbs: a useful example is found in the two Italian verbs that mean ‘to leave’. If you look in a dictionary you will find both partire and lasciare mean ‘to leave’ but there is a very important distinction between the two verbs: you cannot use partire if you leave your keys on the table just as you cannot use lasciare if you are leaving the country. A synonym for ‘to leave’ in the sense of partire, is ‘to depart’ and this shares its origins with the verb partire, coming into English via Old French from Latin origins. You cannot ‘depart’ your keys on the table so knowing the origin and the English cognate becomes a good way of remembering the difference between the two verbs.


However, as always with language, you have to be aware of the exceptions and what appears to be a cognate may have a completely different meaning. This is true of the verb convenire made up of a prefix plus venire. It looks like the verb ‘to convene’ and indeed they are the same verb. English has kept the original Latin meaning of ‘bringing together’ but Italian has a different meaning. If you look for ‘convene’ in a dictionary you will see that the Italian is convocare or riunirsi. You will probably notice that the verb convenire has two cognates in English, ‘to convene’ and ‘to be convenient’ and it is this second meaning that the Italian verb convenire carries: ‘to be opportune or convenient’. There are other verbs that have completely different meanings to the English verbs they seem to resemble, the ‘false friends’. A good example of this can be found in the verbs assistere and attendere. The Italian verb assistere looks as though it may mean ‘to assist’ in English – but it does not: it means ‘to be present’ or ‘to attend’. In the same way, the Italian verb attendere does not mean ‘to attend’, but ‘to wait’.


Looking back at the Latin origin of Italian verbs can also help when trying to learn and understand the very irregular verbs of Italian. Fare ‘to do’, dire ‘to say’, and bere ‘to drink’ are easier to understand when you know that the Latin verbs were ‘facere’, ‘dicere’ and ‘bevere’ and that it is this extra syllable from Latin that is present in the active verb forms: faccio ‘I do’ or ‘I make’; dico ‘I say’ and bevo, ‘I drink’. Latin is also helpful in this way when considering the verb families ending in -rre: porre, trarre, and -durre. These are all considered as irregular verbs of the second conjugation, in this case of the -ere verbs, even if they do not look like other -ere verbs. Again Latin is the reason for this: porre is from the Latin form ‘ponere’ while trarre is from the Latin form ‘trahere’. The Latin origin helps us to understand the presence of the letter ‘n’ in porre verbs and the double vowels in trarre verbs. Verbs ending in -durre ended in ‘ducere’ in Latin. When we bear this in mind many -durre verbs are not so irregular, especially in the present indicative and the imperfect, e.g. tradurre: traduco ‘I translate’; traducevo ‘I used to translate’ and introdurre: introduco ‘I introduce’; introducevo ‘I used to introduce’.


Cognates and borrowings have come full circle with the ‘Italianization’ of some English words. There are words that have been adopted and adapted into Italian over time, such as the verb scioccare, meaning ‘to shock’ but there is a prevalence of these ‘Italianized’ English verbs in language concerned with technology. In Italian you can cliccare con il mouse and, in colloquial language, ‘to send a text message’ is smessaggiare!





Introduction


AIM OF THIS BOOK


Essential Italian Verbs is a handy, easy-to-use reference resource to support your Italian language learning and to enrich and improve your knowledge of Italian verbs and how they work. This book will be a valuable resource for learners from complete beginners to upper intermediate and advanced learners. The extensive verb list and the model verbs provided in full allow you to learn conjugations, look up the particular form of a verb, and also group verbs into ‘families’ so as to make them easier to remember. The sample sentences provide idiomatic uses of the verbs and the introductory explanations on how verbs work will help you to decide which tense or mood you need to use.


HOW TO USE THIS BOOK


Read the following section on verbs and how they work.


Look up the verb you want to use in the verb list at the back of the book. Verbs are listed in the infinitive; that is the to … form in English, for example to eat mangiare, to believe credere and to sleep dormire.


The verbs have been allocated a number between 1 and 210. If the number is in bold print, the verb is one of the 210 presented in the verb tables; if it is not among the 210, the reference number (in ordinary print) will direct you to a verb that behaves in the same way as the verb you want to use.


Turn to the verb referred to for details of your verb. If you are not sure which verb form to use in a given context, turn to the relevant section of ‘What are verbs and how do they work?’ below.


The examples listed with the 210 verbs show basic uses of the verb, some well-known phrases and idiomatic expressions, and words sharing the same origin.





What are verbs and how do they work?



1 WHAT IS A VERB?



Verbs are the most important element in a sentence; they are used when we want to describe an action, a state, an occurrence or a sensation.


I play football Gioco a calcio describes an action; I stay at home Rimango a casa describes a state; It happens all the time Succede sempre describes an occurrence and I am hungry Ho fame describes a sensation. Verbs are generally used to express something that is happening to the subject of the sentence: they can explain what the subject is doing and what the subject is like. The choice of verb and verb form determine the structure of the whole sentence. Verbs are also used to convey when an action takes place. Changes in the verb tense can indicate whether an action has taken place in the past, is taking place in the present, or will take place in the future and whether the action is continuous or not. Verbs can indicate the likelihood of an action taking place, the probability of an action, and can express concerns, doubts, and orders, through changes in the ‘mood’ of the verb.


In a dictionary, verbs are always given in their infinitive form, to … in English. This is the basic form of the verb without any notion of time or specific subject. When a verb is used in connection with a subject or a time, the verb changes: in English the past tense of regular verbs is denoted by the addition of -ed; the third person singular, he, she or it, in the present tense is denoted by the letter -s; the future is expressed by the addition of will before the verb.


In Italian there are three main forms of the infinitive: verbs that end in -are, known as the first conjugation; verbs that end in -ere, known as the second conjugation; and verbs that end in -ire, known as the third conjugation. A conjugation gives the different endings of a verb. In order to conjugate the verbs, the infinitive ending is removed and the appropriate endings are added for the subject, the tense, and the mood required, as the sections below will demonstrate. There are some irregular forms of the infinitive, such as those that end in -rre. These verbs are very irregular but can be remembered in ‘families’ of verbs following the models porre, trarre and introdurre that are given in the verb tables.





Insight


One of the trickiest aspects for beginners is committing verbs to memory. Take a regular verb from each of the families (-are, -ere, -ire) and the most important irregular verbs you come across (to begin with, essere, avere and andare) and try writing them out and sticking them around your computer screen, your mirror, opposite the kitchen sink – anywhere where you will have them in your field of vision but don’t need to concentrate on them. Writing them out will help commit them to memory and having them around you in this way will help back up your learning without you even realizing!






2 I, YOU, HE, SHE, IT …: PERSON



Verbs are used in connection with a given person or persons. Conjugations in all the tenses are always written in the same order:


 






	First person singular  


	io  


	I







	Second person singular  


	tu  


	you (informal)







	Third person singular  


	lui, lei, Lei  


	he, she, you (formal)







	 


	esso, essa  


	it (not commonly used in spoken Italian)







	First person plural  


	noi  


	we







	Second person plural  


	voi  


	you (informal)







	Third person plural  


	loro, Loro  


	they, you (formal)








In Italian you do not need to use the personal pronouns because the verb endings show who or what is doing the action. However, the pronouns can be retained for emphasis.


Italian has two pronouns for both you singular and you plural. The second persons singular and plural, tu and voi, are used to talk to your family and friends and also to talk to children.


Lei, written with a capital letter, is the formal form for you in the singular. Lei is used in formal situations, for example when addressing an adult you do not know or someone you would speak to using their title, e.g. Signor Rossi, Signora Giannini. Note that the Lei form is the third person of the verb, rather than the second person, since it is rather like saying the equivalent of Does Sir/Madam (i.e. you) speak English?


The formal address to more than one person is Loro (always written with a capital letter). This form is rarely used now and is usually replaced by the less formal voi.


 






	Signor Rossi, Lei abita a Roma?  


	Mr Rossi, do you live in Rome?







	Signori Rossi, Loro abitano a Roma?  


	Mr and Mrs Rossi, do you live in Rome?







	Signori Rossi, voi abitate a Roma?  


	Mr and Mrs Rossi, do you live in Rome?











Insight


In all verb tenses you address someone formally by using the third person singular (Lei), but you can still be polite when addressing people informally by using modal verbs (see section 12) and saying Can you …?, e.g. Can you give me a lift? Mi puoi dare un passaggio?; or by using the conditional (see section 6b) and saying Would you …? e.g. Would you give me a lift? Mi daresti un passaggio? You can even use both the modal verb and the conditional Would you be able to …? e.g. Would you be able to give me a lift? Mi potresti dare un passaggio? These polite constructions can also be used formally: Lei mi può dare un passaggio? Lei mi darebbe un passaggio? Lei mi potrebbe dare un passaggio?






3 PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE …: TENSE




a  What is tense?


Most languages use changes in the verb form to indicate an aspect of time. These changes in the verb are referred to as tenses, and the tenses may be present, past or future. In English and Italian, certain words can specify when an action takes place: adverbs, time clauses, conjunctions, and expressions such as yesterday, today, every day, tomorrow, before, after, since, while, for, etc. do this, but in both languages it is still necessary to alter the tense of the verb as well.


 


Yesterday I watched a DVD.


I watch TV every day.


Tomorrow I will watch a film at the cinema.


In Italian, these alterations involve adding different endings to the stem of the verb. (In the English examples above, the stem is watch.) The stem of the verb tells you what is being done; the different endings tell you who is doing this action and when. To form the stem, you take the -are, -ire or -ere off the infinitive: for example, the stem of parlare is parl-, the stem of credere is cred-, the stem of partire is part-. Once you have the stem of your verb, you can add the appropriate endings.





Insight


If you come across a verb in something you are reading and you want to look up the meaning, you will have to work out the infinitive form. This is easy with regular verbs as you can look up the stem: if you look for parl- in your dictionary, you will find the verb parlare. With irregular verbs this is more of a problem. For example, if you came across vado in a text and didn’t know the verb andare, you might look in a dictionary for vad- as a stem, which, of course, doesn’t exist. If you have access to a computer, online dictionaries like www.wordreference.com will give you the infinitive and the meaning.






b  Auxiliary verbs


An auxiliary verb supports the main verb. Auxiliary verbs exist in English and in Italian, but they are not always used in the same context. In English an auxiliary verb is needed when making a question; for example, in the question ‘Do you work here?’, ‘do’ is the auxiliary verb. Italian doesn’t need auxiliary verbs for questions or negations (in this very sentence ‘doesn’t need’ is an example of an auxiliary verb used in a negation). In Italian the question form is made by altering the inflection of your voice, or adding a question mark in written language, e.g. Lavora qui? literally You work here? The negation is made by adding non in front of the active verb, e.g. In italiano non servono i verbi ausiliari per formulare domande, lit. Italian not needs auxiliary verbs for formulating questions. In both languages auxiliary verbs are used to make compound tenses. In English some examples of compound tenses are the present continuous: I am working and the present perfect: I have worked.


The most important auxiliary verbs in English are to be, to have and to do. Italian, however, does not use fare (to do) as an auxiliary verb. It uses the verbs essere and stare, which both mean to be and avere, meaning to have, as its auxiliary verbs. As you will see in the explanations below, essere and avere are used in all compound tenses except the present and past continuous, which use stare.



c  Simple and compound tenses


Tenses formed by adding endings to the verb stem are called simple tenses; for example, in the sentence:


 






	Lavoro a Venezia.  


	I work in Venice.








the verb to work is lavorare, so the stem is lavor-. The present indicative is then made by adding the appropriate ending.


Compound tenses need an auxiliary verb followed by a past participle (see below). One of the compound tenses in Italian is the passato prossimo:


 






	Ho lavorato a Venezia.  


	I worked in Venice.








Continuous tenses are formed by the verb stare plus the gerund (-ing in English) for example:


 






	Sto lavorando a Venezia.  


	I am working in Venice.








See section 5 below for the use of the present and the present continuous and when to use these and other tenses.



d  Participles


In Italian there is a present participle and a past participle. The main uses of the present participle in spoken Italian are as a noun or an adjective, e.g. insegnante, divertente. The past participle can be used as an adjective, e.g. dovuto, and is used in compound tenses with the auxiliary verbs avere to have, or essere, to be:


 






	(io) ho finito  


	I finished







	(io) ho parlato  


	I spoke







	(io) ho deciso  


	I decided







	(io) sono andato  


	I went









4 REGULAR AND IRREGULAR VERBS



A regular verb conforms to a set pattern, but irregular verbs do not. The verb to work in English is regular as it conforms to a pattern: I work, you work, he works, we work, they work. The verb to be in English is irregular as it does not conform to a pattern: I am, you are, he is, we are, they are. Many Italian verbs are regular, forming their tenses according to set patterns. There are three types of verb, or conjugations:


 




	First conjugation verbs end in -are. A model for this type of verb is lavorare to work (no. 102). The stem of some of these verbs can be irregular (see opposite).


	Second conjugation verbs end in -ere. A model for this type of verb is temere to fear (no. 188). Many -ere verbs are irregular, e.g. essere to be.


	
Third conjugation verbs end in -ire. A model for this type of verb is partire to leave, depart (no. 124). Some -ire verbs add -isc between the stem and the ending in some forms of the present indicative (see 5a below), the imperative and the present subjunctive.








Insight


First conjugation verbs don’t always follow this rule – unfortunately. There are some verbs that have a c or a g as the last letter of the stem and that change their spelling in order to keep the same sound throughout. In Italian the syllable sounds of ca, co, cu, che and chi are hard /k/ sounds, whereas ce and ci are soft /ch/ sounds. Cominciare has a /ch/ sound so the letter -i- is needed to make the /ch/ sound as opposed to a hard /k/ sound. In the future tense, comincerò, the letter -i- is redundant as the -e- makes a soft sound anyway. There are verbs that work the other way around too. The verb cercare to look for, is a regular verb, but you need to add an -h- in order to keep the hard sound throughout: cerco, cerchi, cerca, cerchiamo, cercate, cercano.


 


The same rule applies with the letter g. The sound in ga, go, gu, ghe and ghi is a hard /g/ sound, as in the English grey or garden, whereas ge and gi are soft /j/ sounds, as in gel or generous. Mangiare has a /j/ sound and therefore the letter -i- is needed in order to make the soft /j/ as opposed to the hard /g/ sound (mangio I eat, mango - a soft fruit, as in English). So, the future of we eat is mangeremo, without the letter -i-. Again there are verbs that work the other way around. The verb pagare to pay has a hard /g/ sound, so you need to add the h to keep the hard sound throughout: pago, paghi, paga, paghiamo, pagate, pagano.


 


Of course there are some verbs that change their sound, like convincere: convinco with a /k/ sound and convinci with a /ch/ sound, so look carefully at the spelling of verbs with -c and -g so that you get the correct pronunciation.






5 FORMATION AND USE OF TENSES




a  The present


To form the present tense, simply take off the -are, -ere or -ire part of the infinitive to get the stem, and add the endings:
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The present tense of -ire verbs adding -isc, e.g. capire to understand (no. 30), is as follows:


capisco, capisci, capisce, capiamo, capite, capiscono


The present tense (indicativo presente) is used:


 




	to express facts and events which are always true.





	Il sole tramonta a ovest.  


	The sun sets in the west.







	L’acqua bolle a 100 gradi.  


	Water boils at 100 degrees.










	to express habitual or routine actions.





	(Lui) lavora in banca.  


	He works in a bank.







	Guardo la TV la sera.  


	I watch TV in the evenings.










	to express actions which are happening at this moment.





	(Lui) guarda la televisione.  


	He is watching the TV.













Note, by the way, that English has both the simple form of the present tense: I work, you work, she works, etc. and the continuous form : I am working, you are working, she is working etc., whereas in Italian, the simple present can be used for both. (See also the present continuous below.)


 




	to express the future. The appropriate future expression is added to the sentence.





	(Io) lavoro domani.  


	I will work/will be working tomorrow.










	to express an action that started in the past and is still going on (the present perfect continuous in English). This use relies on expressions of time preceded by da (since, for):





	(Io) lavoro da ieri.  


	I have been working since yesterday.







	(Lui) parla al telefono da due ore.  


	He has been talking on the phone for two hours.













The present continuous


Like the present indicative, the present continuous is used to express an action that is taking place at this moment and is formed by the present tense of stare plus the gerund of the main verb. One way to think about when to use the present continuous rather than the indicative is to imagine being interrupted in the middle of something; for example, if the phone rings when you are in the middle of a meal, you might say ‘I can’t talk now, I’m eating my dinner.’ In such situations you would generally use the present continuous for ‘I’m eating’. It is formed as follows:


 






	     -are verbs  


	(Io) sto lavorando.  


	I’m working.







	     -ere verbs  


	(Tu) stai leggendo.  


	You’re reading.







	     -ire verbs  


	(Noi) stiamo partendo.  


	We’re leaving.











Insight


The present tense can be quite difficult as there are lots of irregular verbs. As you have seen, the last letter or letters of active verbs carry all the information on who is doing the action, and this is very regular, even in irregular verbs. Venire, for example, is very irregular but the last letters are the same as in regular -ire verbs: vengo, vieni, viene, veniamo, venite, vengono. There are some exceptions, such as the third person plural of andare, fare, dare and sapere, that all have two ‘n’s.






b  The imperfect


This tense is formed by adding the appropriate imperfect ending, for -are, -ere or -ire verbs, to the stem.
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The imperfect (imperfetto) is used:


 




	to describe something that used to happen.





	Lavoravo a Roma.  


	I used to work in Rome.










	to describe something that was ongoing at a certain moment in the past. In this sense, it is often used after mentre (while).





	Lavoravo quando sei arrivato.  


	I was working when you arrived.







	Mentre leggevo, lui dormiva.  


	While I was reading, he was sleeping.










	to describe a scene or a situation in the past.





	Faceva caldo e la gente prendeva il sole.  


	It was hot and people were sunbathing.










	
to express an action that started in the past and was still going on when something else happened.





	Lo conoscevo da due anni quando ci siamo sposati.  


	I had known him for two years when we got married.













In general terms we can say that the perfect tense – ho mangiato, ho parlato, sono andato, siamo scesi – is used for actions that were completed in the past and the imperfect tense is used for actions that were ongoing in the past. However, if we talk about something that happened in the past between specific times we use the perfect (passato prossimo):


 






	Ho lavorato dalle nove alle cinque.  


	I worked from nine to five.








The past continuous


Like the present continuous, this is formed by using the appropriate person of stare, this time in the imperfect tense, plus the gerund of the main verb. As with the present continuous, the past continuous is used for an action that is interrupted by a second action:
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