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THE HEROES ARE A GROUP OF CHILDREN FROM AROUND THE WORLD, RECRUITED BY THE MYSTERIOUS BILLIONAIRE, MASON ASH. FROM THE BEEHIVE, THEIR TOP SECRET ISLAND HEADQUARTERS, THEY USE THEIR SCIENTIFIC SKILLS TO HELP PROTECT THE PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE OF THE EARTH AND EVERYTHING THAT LIVES ON IT.
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CHAPTER ONE


THE CREATURE ON THE BEACH
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“It’s enormous,” said Fernanda, looking at the blue whale skeleton hanging from the ceiling.


“They can grow to be almost thirty metres in length,” said Mo. “They’re said to be the biggest creatures to have ever lived.” “Even bigger than that Titanosaur we were looking at?” asked Fernanda.


“Titanosaurs were a bit longer,” admitted Mo. “But blue whales are much heavier.”


Just then, Fernanda’s wrist-com began beeping. “It’s Ling,” she said, looking at the device’s tiny screen. “She’s calling from the Beehive.”
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The Beehive was the Hero’s top secret headquarters. Ling was on duty in the control pod, the hi-tech communications hub from where all their missions were coordinated.


“The time gate monitor has picked up a signal,” Ling told them. “That means someone’s activated a time gate. And it’s not far from where you are now.”


Fernanda and Mo were at a museum looking at some of the prehistoric exhibits. Professor Darwin, the team’s genius inventor, had arranged for them to visit early in the morning before the place opened to the public.


“Our eco-booster is outside on the grass,” said Fernanda. “We should be in the air in a few minutes.”
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Eco-boosters are the Heroes’ environmentally friendly super-fast flying pods. They can transport the team to any location in the world quicker than any commercial aircraft. As Mo and Fernanda were fastening their seatbelts, Ling’s voice came over the radio. “I’ve programmed the coordinates into your eco-booster’s autopilot,” she said. “It should only take you a few minutes to get there.”


“That’s not long,” said Mo. “Where are we going?”


“According to the monitor, the time gate is on the south coast of England,” said Ling. “It looks like it’s in a field near the sea, so it should be easy enough for you to spot.”
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Since the invention of time gate technology it had become possible to open portals to specific periods in history by using physical links to the past. Nobody wanted the technology to fall into the wrong hands, so officially it didn’t exist. But the team of young Heroes had found gates popping up all around the world.


As the eco-booster left the streets of London behind, Mo looked at the display monitor in front of him. “We’re not just heading towards any coast,” he said. “That’s the Jurassic coast. Famous for being a great place to find fossils.”


“Oh no!” Fernanda groaned. “If someone’s unearthing fossils and using them to open portals to the past, that can only mean one thing …”


“Dinosaurs!” said the two friends together.


“It’s funny you should say that,” said Ling. “According to the news, something that might be of interest has been found on the beach. And it’s not far from where you’re heading.”


“Can you alter our course so we can take a look?” asked Fernanda.


“It’s already done,” replied Ling. “You’re on your way.”


Despite the cold weather, a small crowd of people had gathered to see what the tide had washed up on the beach. Mo and Fernanda saw something as they flew over, but they couldn’t tell what it was.


As they were coming in to land, Mo spotted a television crew. “I recognise that news reporter,” he said. “He’s Dexter Melton.”


After clambering out of their eco-booster, Fernanda and Mo headed towards the crowd of spectators, their feet crunching on the pebbles. The news reporter was hidden from view, but they could both hear him.


“It’s obviously a fake,” he was saying. “Probably put here to try and attract more tourists to the area.”


Mo and Fernanda weaved their way through the crowd to see what everyone was looking at.


“It looks like some kind of plesiosaur,” said Mo when they got to the front. “And by the look of it, I’d guess that it’s been hit by a boat.”
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“Nonsense!” cried Dexter Melton. “Of course it’s not a plesiosaur. It’s a fake. Everyone knows dinosaurs have been extinct for millions of years.”


“Plesiosaurs weren’t actually dinosaurs,” explained Mo. “They were marine dwelling reptiles, but they did live at the same time as dinosaurs.”


“Ha!” laughed Dexter Melton. “If dinosaurs even existed at all that is.”


“Of course they existed,” said Fernanda. “We’ve seen –”


But the news reporter didn’t let her finish. “Nonsense,” he said. “What proof is there?”


“Fossils,” replied Fernanda. “People have found millions of fossils. And they show that –”


“They’re just rocks,” Dexter Melton interrupted again. “Tell me this! Has anyone ever found an actual dinosaur bone?”


“We’ve seen real di …” Fernanda began to say, but Mo quickly shook his head and stopped her.


“Of course no one has found an actual bone,” said Mo. “The bones have become fossilised. Turned into stone.”


“Pah!” said Dexter Melton. “Turning bones into stone! It all sounds like magical nonsense to me.”


Mo opened his mouth to reply but Fernanda tugged on his arm. “Ignore him,” she said. “We need to find that time gate.”


As they set off back through the crowd, they could hear the news reporter behind them.
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“This is Dexter Melton, live from the Jurassic coast, reporting on yet another pathetic hoax designed to fool the gullible public. But don’t worry folks, you can sleep soundly in your beds tonight. Dinosaurs won’t be invading anytime soon.”


Some of the crowd laughed, but a few others grumbled to each other as they walked away.


Before going back to their eco-booster, Fernanda called the Beehive on her wrist-com. “Mo thinks that the thing on the beach was a plesiosaur,” she told Ling.


“They’ve been extinct for over 66 million years,” said Mo. “We need to find that time gate and see what’s going on.”


But while they were busy talking to Ling, neither of them noticed the person sneaking aboard their eco-booster.
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