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Introduction


This book has been written to support your study of:





•  The non-British Period Study Units Y219 and Y249, Russia 1894–1941


This introduction gives you an overview of:



•  the OCR AS and A Level course



•  how you will be assessed on this unit



•  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.





1 The OCR AS and A Level course


This study will form part of your History course for the OCR specification, of which there are three Unit Groups and a Topic-based Essay.


The Unit Groups comprise:





•  British Period Study and Enquiry, which follow chronologically on from each other (Unit Group 1 – AS and A Level)



•  a non-British Period Study (Unit Group 2 – AS and A Level)



•  a Thematic Study and Historical Interpretations (Unit Group 3 – A Level only).





This book covers the non-British Period Study Topic Russia 1894–1941 from Unit Group 2 of the OCR History specification.


During this period, Russia underwent monumental changes with the removal of the Romanov dynasty, which had ruled the country for over 300 years and its replacement, initially by a provisional government, but then by the world’s first Communist regime, with two revolutions occurring in 1917. The book explains the rule of the last tsar, Nicholas II, and his failure to deal with the challenges he faced, most notably the impact of the First World War. The short-lived Provisional Government was followed by the Bolshevik, or Communist regime, that was even more repressive than that of the tsars. The new Bolshevik government had to fight a bitter Civil War to gain control of the country, which resulted in the introduction of increased centralisation of power and the abandonment of any semblance of freedom.


The book explains how the result of the Bolshevik takeover led to the state’s ever-increasing role. Under communist rule the country was modernised economically, notably under Stalin’s leadership, but at a considerable cost in human life. A machinery of terror was developed so that opponents, or potential opponents were arrested, exiled or killed. However, this and the use of propaganda ensured that most people at least acquiesced in Stalin’s rule and by the time the Soviet Union was attacked by Germany in 1941 it was able, eventually, to secure victory in the Great Patriotic War, which led ultimately to its emergence as a superpower. This book will analyse the degree of change and continuity from late tsarist Russia to the establishment and development of a Communist state.


The chapters in the book correspond to the Key Topics in the specification.



2 How you will be assessed



A Level


Each of the three Unit Groups has an examination paper, whereas the Topic-based Essay is marked internally but externally moderated.





•  Unit Group 1 – the British Period Study is assessed through two essays, from which you answer one, and the Enquiry is assessed through a source-based question. This counts for 25 per cent of your overall marks.



•  Unit Group 2 – the non-British Period Study is assessed through a shorter answer essay and one essay. This counts for 15 per cent of your overall marks.



•  Unit Group 3 – the Thematic Study and Historical Interpretations Unit is assessed through two essays, which cover at least 100 years, and one in depth question based on two interpretations of a key event, individual or issue that forms a major part of the theme. This counts for 40 per cent of your overall marks.





For the Topic-based Essay you will complete a 3000–4000 word essay on a topic of your choice. This counts for 20 per cent of your overall marks.


AS Level


Each of the two Unit Groups has an examination paper:





•  Unit Group 1 – the British Period Study is assessed through two essays, from which you answer one, and the Enquiry is assessed through two source-based questions. This counts for 50 per cent of your overall marks.



•  Unit Group 2 – the non-British Period Study is assessed through an essay and an interpretation question. The interpretation question will come from one of two specified Key Topics. This counts for 50 per cent of your overall marks.





Examination questions for Unit Group 2


For both the AS and A Level you will have been entered for a specific unit and your examination paper will contain only the questions relating to that unit.


In the A Level examination there is just one section. Two questions will be set and you must answer one. There will be two parts to the question; the short answer essay which carries 10 marks and the Period Study essay which carries 20 marks. You must answer both parts from the same question.


In the AS examination there will be two sections in the examination paper. Section A is the Period Study section and Section B is the Interpretation section. In Section A there will be two essay questions, both worth 30 marks and you will have to answer one of them. Each essay will be drawn from a different Key Topic, although the questions could be drawn from more than one Key Topic. In Section B there will be one Interpretation question, which will be drawn from one of the two Key Topics named in the AS Specification.


Questions on the Period Study


For AS and A Level questions on the Period Studies the types of questions set will be the same. Examples of questions using some of the more common command terms and specific requirements for each can be found at the end of each chapter in this book. The command terms are important and a key to success is understanding what these terms mean and what you have to do.






	
Command term


	Description

	Example in the book






	Assess

	Weigh up the relative importance of a range of factors and reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important

	Page 18







	To what extent

	Consider the relative importance of the named issue by comparing it with other issues and reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance

	Page 39







	How far

	Consider the relative importance of the named issue and weigh up its role by comparing it with other issues to reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance

	Page 97







	How successful

	Consider a range of issues and make a judgement as to how successful each was before reaching an overall judgement about success

	Page 36








Questions on the A Level short answer essay


The questions will be based on two key events, people or issues and you will be asked to explain which you consider to be of the greater importance, impact or significance for a particular issue. Questions will be structured in the following way:




Which of the following had more impact on the Russian economy during Stalin’s rule to 1941?




        (i)  Collectivisation



        (ii) The first two Five Year Plans






Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).





Questions on the AS Level Interpretation


The questions will be based around a short quotation from a historian. You will not need to know anything about the historian, but apply your knowledge of the issues raised by the quotation to evaluate the strengths and limitations of the quotation.


Questions will be worded as follows:


‘Despite efforts at political reform, urban Russia on the brink of the First World War arguably found itself on the brink of a new revolution.’


O. Figes, Revolutionary Russia 1891–1991, 2014


Evaluate the strengths and limitations of this interpretation, making reference to other interpretations that you have studied.


Answering the questions


The AS examination is one and a half hours in length, but the A Level examination is one hour. In the AS, Section A carries more marks than Section B and therefore it would be sensible to spend about 50 minutes on Section A and 40 minutes on Section B. In the A Level, the Period Study essay, question (b) carries more marks than the short answer essay, question (a), and therefore it would be sensible to spend more time on the Period Study essay. Before you start any of the questions, make a brief plan. Advice on planning essays is given on pages 42–3.


The answers you write will be marked against the relevant mark scheme.


It would be useful to familiarise yourself with these before the examination so that you are aware of the criteria against which your work will be marked. Mark schemes offer guidance, but they cannot cover everything and if you write something that is relevant and accurate, but not in the mark scheme, you will gain credit for it. You will be rewarded for well-argued and supported responses. Marks will not be deducted for information that is incorrect, but you should remember that incorrect knowledge may undermine your argument.


What will the examination paper look like?


The cover of the examination paper will tell you the level for which you have been entered, either AS or A Level. It will tell you the unit number, which for the AS is Y249 and for the A Level is Y219. It will also tell you the title of the unit, the date of the examination and the time allowed for the examination. The cover will also give you instructions about the answer booklet and the marks available.


3 About this book


At the start of the Period Study covered in this book there is a section called ‘Gateway’. This provides a one-page summary of background material to the period you are about to study.


Each chapter in the book then covers one of the Key Topics listed in the OCR specification for the unit.


Chapters start with a brief introduction and a series of key questions. An overview of the period or theme of the chapter provides a brief introductory narrative along with a timeline which outlines the key events.


Key questions


The chapters are divided into sections, each addressing one of the key questions listed in the chapter introduction. The key questions may be broken down into sub-questions to help your understanding of the topic. By the end of the section you should be able to answer the key questions.


Key terms


The key terms that you need to understand in order to grasp the important concepts surrounding the topic are emboldened in the chapter the first time they are used and defined in the glossary on pages 130–1.


Activities


Throughout the book there are activities to help you develop the key skills needed for the examination such as developing analytical skills and making judgements.


AS Level


There are some elements of the AS examination in Unit 2 that are different from the A Level. The skills needed for AS Level questions are explained on pages 127–9.


Historical debates


As historians often disagree about the causes or significance of historical events or personalities, each chapter of the book has contrasting extracts from the writings of two historians. Not only will this introduce you to some of the key historical debates about the period you are studying, but also by using your historical knowledge and the information in the chapter you will be able to test the views of the historians in order to determine which view you find more convincing. There will also be a list of books for further reading on the issue. Knowledge of the debate is not necessary for the examination in Unit 2, but it will enrich your knowledge and help to develop a valuable skill, which is further tested in Unit 3 of the A Level.


Summary of the chapter


At the end of each chapter there is a bullet-point list of the key points covered in ‘Chapter takeaways’, which will help with revision.


Study skills


Each chapter has a Study skills section. These gradually help you to build up the skills you need for the examination papers, providing examples of parts of strong and weak responses and further questions and activities in which you can practise the skills.


Revise, reflect, review


At the end of the book there is a section that helps you to consolidate your understanding of the whole topic. It encourages you to think about the period as a whole and question many of your earlier views. There will also be further activities to help you prepare for the examination.





Gateway to Russia in 1894
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You may not have studied any Russian history before; the Gateway below introduces you to some of the key issues that you will encounter in the early part of this book. The aim of the Gateway is to provide you with a basic understanding of these issues so that when you first come across them you will have some background knowledge from which to develop your understanding.
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Society





•  The landed gentry and nobility dominated society with only a small middle class.



•  Serious social unrest over living and working conditions had been mounting (especially in the countryside) from the mid-nineteenth century.



•  Tsars before Nicholas II implemented reforms to improve the working and living conditions of peasants.



•  Despite being given freedom and access to land under Alexander II (1855–81) peasants were unhappy about the quality and quantity of land they were given.



•  Peasants were controlled by village councils (the mir) headed by village elders.



•  Urbanisation had started and an industrial workforce had begun to grow.
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Economy





•  Russia’s economic growth had been sluggish in the nineteenth century and well behind that of the industrialised nations of Britain, Germany and the USA.



•  Some industrial progress had been made but most industrial activity was small scale.



•  Financial and banking sectors did not really exist in the modern sense.



•  Much economic activity was related to agriculture.
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Politics and government





•  Russia was governed by a tsar, who was an autocrat and whose powers were said to be ordained by God.



•  Members of the government were selected by the tsar.



•  The government was based in St Petersburg.



•  The elites in Russian society were concerned that Russia was falling behind Western Europe and would soon become a second-rate power.



•  Governments made considerable use of the secret police to maintain order.
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Empire





•  The Russian Empire was spread over 8 million square miles (nearly 21 million km2); from west to east it was around 5000 miles (8000 km) and from north to south, about 2000 miles (3200 km), covering large parts of both Europe and Asia.



•  The population had increased rapidly from 40 million in 1815 to 125 million by the time of the first official census in 1897.



•  Most lived in European Russia with many moving to the main cities of St Petersburg and Moscow.



•  Throughout the Empire there were many different races with their own languages, religions and cultures.



•  National minority groups posed a threat to the tsars as most wanted independence.
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Religion





•  Religion was dominated by the Russian Orthodox (Christian) Church.



•  The Church was a very conservative body that supported the authority of the tsar.



•  As urbanisation got underway, the Church appeared more detached from the wants and needs of an expanding urban population.
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Foreign relations





•  For much of the nineteenth century Russia was feared by the West; its expansionist intentions were seen as threatening.



•  Russia was concerned to exert its authority in the Caucasus region.



•  Russia fell out with Austria but made alliances with France and Prussia.



•  Russia was involved in two major wars between 1855 to 1894: the Crimean War (1853–56) and the Russo-Turkish War (1877–78).
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Chapter 1



The rule of Tsar Nicholas II
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This chapter addresses the ability of Nicholas II, as tsar, to deal with the internal and external challenges he faced on coming to the throne. It considers how well equipped he was to deal with a faltering economy and rising social unrest and to balance those with his desire to maintain autocracy. The chapter assesses the success of the policies implemented by Nicholas. The chapter ends by looking at the situation in Russia by 1914 and considers whether it was in a stronger, more stable position than in 1894.


The chapter addresses a number of key questions.





•  Were the character, attitude and abilities of Nicholas II suitable for his role as tsar?



•  How significant were the problems faced by Nicholas II in 1894?



•  How serious was the opposition to Nicholas II from 1894 to 1905?



•  To what extent were national minorities and Jews a threat to the authority of Nicholas II?



•  How great an influence were Pobedonostsev and Witte on Russian government?



•  What was the importance of the Russo-Japanese War for Russia?



•  Why was there a revolution in 1905?



•  What were the consequences of the 1905 Revolution?



•  How successful were Stolypin’s policies?



•  How far had the political, economic and social situation in Russia improved by 1914?





This chapter will also explain how to understand the wording of a question and how to plan a response to the question. It will focus on identifying the key words within the question and then explain how to ensure that you address the key demands of the actual question, rather than simply writing all you know about a topic.
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Timeline






	1892

	August–May 1906

	Sergei Witte’s economic reforms






	1894

	November

	Accession of Nicholas II






	1897

	October

	Formation of the Jewish Bund






	1898

	March

	Formation of Social Democrats (SD)






	1900–02

	 

	Formation of Socialist Revolutionaries (SR)






	1903

	November

	SD split into Bolsheviks and Mensheviks






	1904

	February–September 1905

	Russo-Japanese War






	1905

	January

	Bloody Sunday






	 

	January–October

	Revolution






	 

	October

	October Manifesto






	1906

	April

	Fundamental Laws issued






	1906

	November–September 1911

	Stolypin’s reforms






	1906

	April–July

	First Duma







	1907

	February–June

	Second Duma







	1907

	November–June 1912

	Third Duma







	1912

	November–February 1917

	Fourth Duma







	1911

	September–July 1914

	Period of social unrest






	1912

	April

	Lena Goldfields incident






	1914

	July

	Start of the First World War
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Overview


When Nicholas II came to the throne in 1894, unlike his father and grandfather, he did not appear to have the personal qualities required to be a successful ruler. Although well-educated and intelligent, he lacked the dynamism and imagination to take Russia forward into the modern world. He adopted a number of conservative policies and did not appear to understand the magnitude of the problems that Russia faced.


Opposition to Nicholas II’s rule proliferated, partly arising from his perceived weaknesses. Several political groups arose to organise the opposition: the radicals (Social Democratic Workers’ Party [SD] and the Socialist Revolutionary Party [SR]); and the liberals (Kadets and Octobrists). The SD was to divide into the Bolsheviks and Mensheviks; it was the former, under their leader Lenin, which was to determine the fate of the Romanov dynasty.


Another challenge to Nicholas II’s authority came from the national minorities in the Empire (in particular, the Baltic Germans, Poles, Finns, Armenians and Ukrainians). They had suffered as a result of the process of Russification (see page 22) and many were determined to break away from Russian control.


Nicholas II relied, early on, on two individuals to help him tackle economic, social and political issues. One was Konstantin Pobedonostsev, his ex-tutor, who retained a position as the chief minister in the Russian government until 1905. The other was Sergei Witte who was kept in position as minister of finance until 1903. Pobedonostsev emphasised the need for repression to be maintained and Witte focused on improving the state of the economy through developing state capitalism. However, to distract the attention of the people from growing economic and social problems, Nicholas engaged Russia in a disastrous war with Japan (1904–05). The consequences of this added to the discontent, coinciding with a period of intense social unrest in 1905. The events of 1905 culminated in the issuing of the October Manifesto, a statement of major political reform by Nicholas II and the establishment of a representative political chamber called the Duma. Although this appeared to be a step on the road to a constitutional monarchy, Nicholas came to distrust the Duma and severely restricted its composition and powers. In 1906, he published a set of Fundamental Laws, which confirmed that only he could sanction major legislative changes.


Nicholas went further in consolidating autocracy by appointing, in 1906, Peter Stolypin as chairman of the Council of Ministers. To deal with on-going land issues, Stolypin, from 1906 to 1907, introduced his policy of the ‘wager on the strong’ in an attempt at ‘de-revolutionising’ the peasantry. This was supplemented by repressive measures applied to those who felt that reforms were not as quick and as substantial as they had hoped.


By 1914, despite some economic progress, there was still a good deal of social unrest, as evidenced by the Lena Goldfields massacre of 1912. However, Nicholas appeared to be in quite a strong position given the way in which threats from political parties and the successive Dumas had been quelled and the growth of both the agricultural and industrial sectors.
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Were the character, attitude and abilities of Nicholas II suitable for his role as tsar?


Nicholas II’s character, attitude towards ruling and abilities are frequently seen as ill-suited to governing an empire that was striving to compete with the major world powers (the USA, Britain, France and Germany) of the time. His rule is usually considered a failure as it ended with his abdication, and led to the formation of a Provisional Government and a Bolshevik revolution that destroyed the old order. This view is rather unfair as it fails to take account of some of the entrenched problems Nicholas faced that had built up and that, by 1894, any tsar would have struggled to deal with.



Character


Nicholas II is often viewed by historians and his contemporaries as naive, stupid, lacking confidence, a bad judge of people and devious. The Soviet view of him was that he was cruel in the tradition of all Russian autocrats (hence the nickname ‘Bloody Nicholas’). This view changed slightly in the post-Stalinist era when he was seen as having been a hapless bystander as the Romanov dynasty disintegrated in the face of pressure from the Russian peasantry and proletariat. Such views of the tsar’s personality though are problematic for a number of reasons.





•  Most judgements about the character of Nicholas seem to be based on his diaries. They provide details of everyday duties and events, and his meticulous approach to record keeping. Some historians have interpreted this as evidence of an obsession with orderliness, triviality and routine matters. However, the diaries give little indication of the mental state of the tsar.



•  Nicholas was an intensely private and reserved individual. He gave away little about his true feelings and beliefs about being tsar.



•  Other records suggest Nicholas was a pleasant, gentle person who disliked confrontation; this has been interpreted as meaning that the tsar was weak-willed and unable to make decisions.





Nevertheless, the behaviour of Nicholas II at certain times would suggest that some of the character traits listed above were apparent.





•  He dealt with everyday affairs himself and had no private secretary. He insisted on starting his day by dealing with trivial matters, such as filing and putting the royal seal on envelopes for personal letters.



•  This was often followed by a period of decision making, lasting for 90 minutes, over mundane issues, such as whether a wife should be allowed to live apart from her husband.



•  Discussions with ministers over state affairs were last on the tsar’s daily duty list. Even in a time of crisis, such as Russia’s involvement in war generally, the tsar seldom prioritised discussions about what to do over ceremonial duties, family mealtimes and reading papers.
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Post-Stalinist era


The period after the end of the rule, in 1953, of the Russian leader Joseph Stalin (1879–1953).


Fundamental Laws of 1906


The tsar issued new orders about the constitution (how Russia was to be governed) that introduced some of the promised reforms of the October Manifesto but clearly stated the authority of the monarch.
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His sense of duty was especially evident when he took command of the Russian military during the First World War (see page 48) although his decision to enter the war could be seen as opportunism; it stirred up patriotism among the educated classes who were likely to endorse the personal style of rule of the tsar. Despite his commitment to engage in the war and then to personally take charge, Nicholas generally appears to have shown an aversion for power, which went against being an autocrat.



Attitude


Nicholas’ attitude towards governing was based on faith in God, a sense of duty and a rigid belief in autocracy. The tsar, like his forebears, believed that religion and tsarism were inextricably linked. This was clearly shown in the Fundamental Laws of 1906 when it was stated that: ‘The All Russian Emperor possesses the supreme autocratic power. Not only fear and conscience, but God himself, commands obedience to his authority.’ Furthermore, Nicholas stated that it was his duty to ‘uphold the principle of autocracy as firmly and as unflinchingly as did my ever lamented father’. Thus, adherence to the dogma of autocracy also meant that he prioritised maintenance of the Romanov dynasty.



Abilities


The character of Nicholas and his attitude towards tsarism make it difficult to see that he had the ability to rule. His overall weaknesses as ruler are often cited as the main reason for the downfall of the Romanov dynasty and the spiralling of Russia into revolution and civil war. However, Nicholas did show an ability to instigate reforms and to enforce them with a firm hand. It is sometimes the latter that has led to him being viewed as obstinate.
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Activity


Policy decisions that Nicholas made were the result of his personality and beliefs. It is therefore important that you have a clear understanding of his personality and beliefs and how they impacted on his policies. Complete the following table to help you summarise them.






	Personality/belief

	Impact on policy making






	Autocracy

	Would not allow the power of the tsar to be reduced
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How significant were the problems faced by Nicholas II in 1894?


Nicholas II faced many political, economic and social problems in 1894.


Political


The political priority for Nicholas II was to preserve autocracy. However, the autocratic system, including the unwieldy bureaucracy, was vulnerable. Under the pressures of rapid industrialisation and urbanisation, the political system appeared inadequate. In particular:





•  the regime seemed too preoccupied with routine paperwork



•  it appeared isolated from its subjects due, in part, to inadequate communication systems



•  the regime lacked an overall vision of how to manage change.





The old role of the state clashed with the demands for a new role, based on the requirements of industrialisation and urbanisation (see Table 1).




Table 1 Old and new roles of the state






	Old role

	New required role






	Little interventionism

Defence of the realm


Maintain order


Taxation


Some extension to providing public with basic services



	Aspects of the old role were still considered important

Far more interventionism: managing economy; directing industry; providing more social services


Clearer focus on education, healthcare, water supply, justice
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Zemstva


The zemstva (or regional councils) were introduced in 1864 by Tsar Alexander II. They were seen as an improvement on existing forms of local government as they were elected rather than chosen bodies. However, voting regulations meant that they were dominated by prominent landowners.


Alexander II 1818–81


Before Alexander II came to the throne in 1855, serious social unrest over living and working conditions had been mounting. Among the higher echelons of Russian society, there was concern that Russia was falling behind Western Europe and would soon become a second-rate power. This was especially the case after Russia’s poor showing in the Crimean War (1853-56). Alexander II implemented a series of reforms, most of which stemmed from the emancipation of the serfs in 1861. Changes were made to local government, the military, the legal system, education and the economy. These seemed to constitute the start of a more liberal age, but did not prevent Alexander II from using repression to keep opponents in line. However, as the people became more liberated they appeared to threaten the security of the ruling elite and were clamped down on again. Alexander was assassinated in 1881 by a terrorist group, the ‘People’s Will’.
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To address the demands of industrialisation, an effective and efficient form of local self-government was needed to work in conjunction with a ‘modern’ system of central government. This required the development of professional roles, such as doctors, lawyers, educators, engineers and administrators. Such professionals, forming the core of what might be called a new ‘civil society’, were likely to demand a certain amount of autonomy and to challenge autocracy. The main political problem Nicholas faced was that he was unwilling to reconcile his desire to be an autocrat with the pressure for the reform of the Russian state.


There were occasions when Nicholas II did attempt to address this problem but he failed. This is illustrated by the establishment of the Department of Agriculture (1894), which was briefed to deal with mounting rural problems of poverty and unrest. It proved to be an ineffective institution and struggled to address the issues of land availability and distribution. This led to unprecedented levels of peasant rioting, especially in 1905–07.


There was also a rise in opposition to tsarism. Opposition had escalated due to the reactionary and repressive measures of Alexander III, Nicholas II’s father. The Russian people were concerned about:





•  the centralised control of the police under the minister of the interior




•  the replacement of elected justices of the peace with land captains. (Land captains [landed gentry] were intended to impose control over rural Russia and could overrule local councils and judges. They were part of the Tsar’s plan to reduce local democracy and to limit the power of the zemstva [provincial governments] and town councils. However, there is some doubt about whether the idea worked because of the shortage of suitable gentry and the opposition of local areas to state control.)



•  a reduction of peasant representation in the zemstva




•  an increase in censorship.
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Alexander III 1845–94


Alexander III came to the throne in 1881 following the assassination of his father, Alexander II. A powerfully built man with a military manner, his period of rule is seen as one of reaction and repression in response to the more relaxed liberal period of his father, Alexander II. Many of the reforms prior to 1881 were abandoned. The 1881 Statute of State Security sanctioned greater use of repression. Russification (see page 22) was introduced to control discontent among national minority groups. This was a marked departure from the freedoms granted by Alexander II. Alexander III’s reign was relatively peaceful and some positive economic reforms were carried out under Finance Minister Sergei Witte. However, Alexander never lived to witness the full impact of Witte’s efforts as he died prematurely from kidney disease in 1894.


Famine of 1891–92


In 1891, the Minister of Finance, Ivan Vyshnegradsky, raised import duties to 33 per cent on a variety of goods including foodstuffs and at the same time encouraged grain exports. The net effect was less food available at higher prices. The resultant famine was the worst seen in Russia in the nineteenth century. Over 350,000 people died. The famine led to much public criticism of the tsarist regime but especially from the zemstva. By the time Nicholas II came to the throne, this criticism had started a campaign for further liberal reforms and was partly responsible for the growth of more widespread liberal opposition.
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These concerns created problems for Nicholas. The resentment caused by the reactionary policies of Alexander III, which took away authority from the zemstva established by Alexander II, and the resentment about the authority at local levels of the land captains indicated to Nicholas that a challenge to his authority was brewing. There was also further political unrest among nationalist groups in the Empire, who were demanding autonomy and independence, and fear of the spread of liberalism and revolutionary ideas in Russia. Alexander III had simply repressed these problems and Nicholas II faced the difficulty of choosing between increased repression, which might cause discontent to grow, or concessions, which might endanger his beliefs in autocracy.


By 1905, both liberal and socialist opposition groups were calling for reforms to the political system to allow greater representation of the people. This culminated in the ‘revolution’ of 1905, which was significant as it led to reforms that appeared to reduce the autocratic powers of the tsar (see page 30).


Economic


Despite attempts by Alexander II and Alexander III to modernise industry, serious economic challenges still existed in 1894.





•  Productivity was low compared with international rivals. Up to 1894, industrialisation had resulted in an average annual economic growth rate of 8 per cent, but much of this was achieved through small-scale enterprise (rather than larger-scale production based on the principle of the division of labour).



•  There was some lack of free enterprise; the tsar and his ministers directed production by controlling the armaments industry and the railways – the main consumers of industrial products. However free enterprise was only important in the sense that the Western economic modernisation was associated with laissez-faire, free-market thinking. Although Russia did not have to follow this model, Westernisers demanded that the free market approach had to be copied whereas Slavophiles opposed this.



•  A reliance on foreign investment, through the issuing of government bonds, tax exemptions and monopoly concessions to foreign investors, meant that the Russian government was never in total control of the rate at which industrialisation could occur. Russia was ‘in the pocket’ of overseas powers as there was always the risk that their financial aid would cease, although foreign investment did give a considerable boost to the tsarist economy.



•  Exports of grain had been encouraged before 1894 to stimulate agricultural innovation and to support a more entrepreneurial approach to production. But, peasant productivity remained relatively low. This, and the grain export policy, contributed to the terrible famine of 1891–92 and exacerbated rural unrest.



•  Other problems included the concentration of larger-scale enterprises only in the ‘old staples’ (iron/steel, mining and textiles), the small home market for goods, the lack of a flourishing middle class to provide sustained economic growth and an over reliance on state support. Russian technology lagged behind that of the more developed economies.
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