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INTRODUCTION


More than a BILLION PEOPLE 


watched 2022 men’s World Cup 


final on TV 


-


 it is the biggest 


sporting event on the planet.


HEROES OF THE 


WORLD CUP brings 



you the incredible stories 


from the world’s biggest 


football tournament 


-


 


and the players that 


made them happen.


If you like football, then 


you’ll 


LOVE


 the World 


Cup 


-


 and this book is 


definitely for you!















HEROES  



OF THE 


WORLD 


CUP!


Unforgettable goals, history-making 


matches, moments of magic and 


iconic superstars, welcome to:
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THE EARLY YEARS OF THE WORLD CUP
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THE FIRST WORLD CUP



When French football fan Jules Rimet 



became the president of FIFA in 1921 he had 


an idea – a world football tournament.


bonjour!


Uruguay


 was chosen to host the first 


World Cup in 1930. Thirteen teams played 


– and made history.


The Uruguay team had 


won Olympic football 



gold in 1924 and 1928.
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Only four European 



countries


 (France, 


Belgium, Romania and 


Yugoslavia) took part. 


They all travelled 


on the same ship to 


South America.


The host nation defeated rivals 


Argentina 



4-2 in the final to become the first ever . . .


WORLD CUP 


CHAMPIONS!


BRAZIL


ARGENTINA


URUGUAY
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The 1934 World Cup was the first for the hosts, 



Italy and other future giants such as Germany, 



Spain and the Netherlands.



Led by their star striker 


Giuseppe Meazza, Italy 



beat Czechoslovakia 



2-1 in the final to win 


their first World Cup.


ITALY RULES



Milan’s San Siro stadium 


is officially called the 


‘Stadio Giuseppe Meazza’.
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Italy’s Vittorio Pozzo is  


the only manager to win 


back-to-back World Cups.



But Italy 


WERE


 the 


greatest team of 


the 1930s – winning 


Olympic gold in 1936 



and winning the World 


Cup again in 


1938.



PHWEEE!


In 1934, many refereeing 


decisions seemed to favour 


Italy. The tournament  



was so 


controversial  



that people still argue 


about it today!
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