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About this book


This book is written to help you answer the long evaluative 


questions at the end of each section of your examination papers. 


The marks for these answers account for 50% of your overall GCSE 


assessment. The questions test the skills of AO2, which are to 


‘analyse’ and ‘evaluate’ a statement that needs to be debated. 


AQA states that in an evaluation answer, you should: 


 give reasoned arguments in support of this statement


 give reasoned arguments to support a point of view


 refer to religious arguments


 (may) refer to non-religious arguments


 reach a justiﬁed conclusion.


Students tend to ﬁnd extended writing the most challenging part of 


the examination. You may have been given a special code (acronym) 


such as PEELE, SORRI, FARM, DREAREY, or TRADEC, which tells you 


what to include at each stage of your answer.


The use of an acronym may be helpful at ﬁrst; however, the big 


problem with such ‘frameworks’ is that they can restrict answers and 


even prevent access to the higher levels of marks.


This book presents a more ﬂexible and ﬂuid approach by focusing 


on the skills of evaluation. Instead of a set framework, you will be 


given some diﬀerent examples that will help you in showing how 


to develop an overall ‘evaluative style’ of answering. In general, the 


skills are ﬂexible and can be used at any point in an answer and 


placed anywhere in the overall argument. This focus also has the 


beneﬁt of meeting all the elements of any writing frame (acronym) 


that you may have been given.


In other words, this book is focusing on ‘how to write’ instead of 


giving a list of ‘what to include’ in a long answer.


Structure of the book


The book is set out according to the speciﬁcation areas that you 


have studied. 


 For each section we introduce the overall topic by way of a 


Knowledge organiser


. This is simply to provide a ‘bird’s eye’ 


view of the topic and refresh your memory.


 We then select a few areas of possible evaluation, based upon 


the focus of that particular area of the speciﬁcation. These are 


not questions, as they are not oﬃcial statements, but they 


provide a clear speciﬁcation-based focus to enable you to 


respond to a possible statement in a question that may arise 


from this area.


 We then introduce some evaluative examples that will help you 


develop the skills required, by giving you a 


Sample answer


. 


 We then set you oﬀ to practise this by way of a comprehensive 


Evaluation toolkit


. 


AQA have advised that an extended answer should be around 


250–300 words, but the focus of this book is on evaluation skills and 


on the quality of developing these skills rather than on counting 


words. Our examples are around 400 words long to demonstrate 


fully the diﬀerent elements of an evaluative answer, but this allows 


you to select and develop the skills rather than just learn an answer. 


Some answers have more evidence than others, whereas others 


have more commentary or a longer conclusion. 
















[image: background image]



3


The features of a strong evaluative 


answer


Here are the key elements that make an evaluative answer 


successful. Each is colour-coded throughout the examples that 


we provide so you can see how it is done. The ﬁve elements of an 


eﬀective analysis and evaluation are:


1. Make observations and insights 


The question gives you a statement to evaluate. A good evaluative 


answer needs to demonstrate that it knows what the ‘issues’ are and 


provide a clear perspective on this, often by way of a brief overview 


to the debates involved. This is not just limited to the introduction. 


This is important because your own personal commentary (i.e. 


summing up in your own words) is a vital strength for an evaluative 


answer because it demonstrates that you aware of the ‘issues’ and 


that you are thinking about these debates all the way through.


2. Balance arguments and counter-arguments 


A good evaluative answer deals with arguments and returns 


counter-arguments, making sure there is a consideration of diﬀerent 


aspects of an argument. 


This strength is usually understood as ‘for’, or in support of an 


argument, and ‘against’. However, it can also involve comparing two 


arguments presented that use diﬀerent reasoning. This is important 


because it shows that you are aware of diﬀerent lines of reasoning.


3. Give evidence and examples 


An answer needs to examine evidence and provide examples. 


This strength makes sure that the argument presented is substantial 


in that the evidence and examples support the reasoning presented. 


This is important because it shows that your own reasoning can link 


the evidence and examples correctly to a point made.


4. Make sure your arguments are eﬀective


This points out more technical aspects of an argument. This strength 


is often concerned with how an argument ‘works’ and ‘ﬂows’. Does 


the evidence support the conclusion? Is there a counter-argument? 


Are alternative arguments stronger? 


This is important because students sometimes just present an 


argument but do not say what they think about it; it is this skill that 


encourages you to say what you think about the argument and also 


to analyse your own arguments and conclusions.


5. Come to an overall conclusion


A successful evaluation answer always makes an overall ruling 


and concludes matters. This strength, in some ways, is the most 


vital aspect of an answer. It cannot stand alone and it relies upon a 


contribution from the other elements in arriving at a ﬁnal decision. 


This can be in favour or against the statement, or it may be that the 


statement itself is questionable!


This is important because it demonstrates that you are responding 


directly to the statement and can state clear reasons for your 


decision. A conclusion is usually at the end of an answer; however, 


some arguments may start with a conclusion or have some 


intermediate conclusions throughout an answer.


As you work through the examples in the various sections you will 


ﬁnd that the strengths and their characteristics of an evaluative 


answer are easy to remember. They also have the advantage that 


they can be used in diﬀerent orders. There are many diﬀerent 


combinations of the strengths and not all need to be used in the 


same proportion for every answer; however, the use of these 


strengths will help you develop your own strong evaluative style.


The Evaluation Toolkit provides an ideal opportunity for you to 


demonstrate this to your teachers and examiners.
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Key facts and discussion points


Key areas of study


 God as omnipotent


 God as loving and just


 The problem of evil and suﬀering


 The oneness of God and the Trinity


 Father, Son and Holy Spirit


 If God is omnipotent, does that 


mean he can do anything? 


Certainly some philosophers have 


argued that God can do anything. A 


philosopher named Descartes argued 


that God can even do things that are 


contradictory. For instance, creating a 


square circle.


However, the majority see God’s 


omnipotence as referring only to things 


which are logically possible, and so 


exclude contradictions and things 


inconsistent with his character. The Bible 


seems to support this, as it says that 


God cannot tell a lie. That suggests there 


are things he cannot do. In this case it 


is because lying would be inconsistent 


with his character. In the same way, God 


cannot sin since he is perfectly good. 


 How can God be a God of love if he 


brings judgement?


Two aspects of God’s nature are that 


he is a God of love and that he is just. 


Christians believe that God loves us 


and yet is completely holy and just. He 


cannot simply ignore evil. The Bible 


claims that sin brings consequences, but 


that by dying for us on the Cross, Jesus 


took on our sins and their consequences 


himself. This shows that God is both just and loving at the same time.


 If God created everything then surely he must have created evil?


Christians do believe that God created everything, but according to Augustine, evil is not 


a thing. Augustine described evil as an absence of good – a lack of good. Therefore, it is 


not something that is created.


Key examples


Natural evil:


 This arises from events 


that cause suﬀering but over which human 


beings have little control, e.g. earthquakes.


Moral evil:


 This arises from responsible 


actions of human beings who cause suﬀering 


or harm, e.g. stealing.


The problem of evil: 


This is the 


problem of why there is evil and suﬀering, 


given that there is a God who is omnipotent 


and all-loving, and so has the means and the 


motivation to remove evil and suﬀering.


Thomas Aquinas:


 A Catholic Christian monk and theologian 


from the Middle Ages, and today he is honoured as a saint. He 


argued that to say God was omnipotent did not mean God could 


do something that was a contradiction (e.g. create a square 


triangle).


Rene Descartes:


 A seventeenth-century philosopher who 


argued that God could do anything. There were no limitations.


Epicurus:


 A Greek philosopher who was the ﬁrst to formulate the 


so-called ‘problem of evil’.


Augustine of Hippo:


 Lived in the ﬁfth century and is also known 


as St Augustine. He argued that evil was the absence of good and 


resulted from people’s free will, so God could not be held responsible.


Key thinkers/beliefs
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Key terms


Key quotes


All-loving:


 Love that is unconditional and limitless.


Holy Spirit:


 One person of the Trinity and works in the lives of 


believers.


Just:


 Judgements and actions that are fair and impartial.


Omnipotence:


Having all power over all things and in all ways.


The Oneness of God:


 There is only one God.


The Trinity:


 Trinity is the word used to describe the belief that 


God is revealed in three distinct persons, namely the Father, the 


Son (Jesus) and the Holy Spirit. 


 Is there a solution to the problem of evil and suﬀering? 


Several solutions have been suggested which accept that evil 


exists but also maintain that God is omnipotent and all-loving. 


For example, some argue that God allows evil so we may grow 


and mature through it. Others see evil resulting from a misuse 


of our free will. God cannot ignore such wrongdoings, since 


he is just. But Jesus himself bore that just punishment for 


those wrongdoings in our place, by his death on the Cross. The 


Bible says that God’s love is shown by that act of bearing the 


consequences of those wrongdoings.


Others argue that there is no satisfactory solution, since we 


cannot understand God and his purposes. We should just trust 


and have faith in God’s love.


 Surely the Trinity means there are three Gods? 


The doctrine of the Trinity teaches that there are three persons, 


but they are not parts of God. Each of them is God for there is 


only one God. Attempts have been made to try and explain this 


belief by using various illustrations. For instance, a clover has 


three leaves that branch oﬀ from one stem. Just as the clover 


is one plant with three leaves, so God is one God with three 


persons. Most concede that no illustration fully explains the 


Trinity as we cannot fully understand God’s nature.


 Nothing which implies contradiction falls under  


the omnipotence of God. 


(Thomas Aquinas)


 … he (God) was free to make it not true that all the radii of a 


circle are not equal. 


(René Descartes)


 Jesus looked at them and said, ‘For mortals it is impossible, 


but for God all things are possible.’ 


(Matthew 19:26 NRSV)


 Then Job answered the Lord: ‘I know that you can do all 


things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.’  


(Job 42:2 NRSV)


 ‘All things came into being through him, and without him not 


one thing came into being.’ 


(John 1:3 NRSV)


 … it is impossible for God to lie … 


(Hebrews 6:18 NIV)


 God is love. 


(1 John 4:6 NRSV)


 Either God cannot abolish evil, or He will not; if He cannot 


He is not all-powerful; if He will not then He is not all-good. 


(Augustine)


 For Christ also suﬀered for sins once for all, the righteous for 


the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God.  


(1 Peter 3:18 NRSV)


 May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, 


and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  


(2 Corinthians 13:14 NIV)


 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 


higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 


(Isaiah 55:9 NRSV)
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Final comments


This answer includes all the features of a good evaluation. Teachings and evidence 


are presented in a logical manner, and are successfully argued and supported by 


evidence and clear reasoning. The conclusion makes sense and is consistent with the 


paragraphs leading up to it.
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SECTION


 


A


Evaluation focus  


Whether human suﬀering shows 


God cannot be omnipotent and  


all-loving 


?


Instructions


In this answer you:


 Should give reasoned arguments in 


support of the statement


 Should give reasoned arguments to 


support a diﬀerent point of view


 Should refer to religious arguments


 May refer to non-religious arguments


 Should reach a justiﬁed conclusion


Christianity claims that God has power over all things and is all-loving. Therefore, God has both 


the means and the motivation to eliminate human suﬀering, yet human suﬀering in the world 


clearly exists. 


Examples of human suﬀering can be seen everywhere. There is the physical suﬀering from war 


and violence as well as the mental suﬀering of traumas that result from such experiences. Crime 


and injustice are further examples of suﬀering that arise from people’s actions. However, there 


are other examples of suﬀering that arise from events over which human beings have little or no 


control, such as earthquakes and disease. The Covid-19 pandemic is a recent example has caused 


not just illness, but also anxiety and loneliness.


St Augustine expressed the problem clearly: ’Either God cannot abolish evil, or He will not; if He 


cannot He is not all-powerful; if He will not then He is not all-good.’ He concluded that human 


free will and the fall of humanity from perfection are the cause of suﬀering. However, God has 


provided a way, through Jesus’ death on the Cross, for human beings to be free from suﬀering in 


heaven after death. Therefore, the fact that suﬀering exists does not deny that God is all-powerful 


and all-loving.


However, many would question the idea of the fall from perfection. Science suggests that we 


have evolved rather than were created perfect. Also, it is hard to see how human beings can be 


the cause of an earthquake. Anyway, surely God could have made us perfect so that we never 


sinned?


Those Christians who take the Genesis story literally may be more persuaded, but the existence of 


hell, which many Christians believe in, suggests that God is far from all-loving. At the very least, it 


does seem that God has the ability to reduce some suﬀering but seems to choose not to. He may 


have his reasons but if he does, we clearly do not know what they are. It is more likely that he is 


not all-loving.


Sample answer


This part of the response 


demonstrates a brief analysis of the 


arguments that are presented about 


God’s compassionate nature.


These sections demonstrate 


evidence of religious teachings from 


sources of authority in Christianity.


These comments show an 


awareness of the Christian 


understanding about God’s 


omnipotent and all-loving nature, 


which is relevant to this question.


The ﬁnal section of the answer 


presents some critical analysis 


and the overall conclusion or 


judgement regarding God’s power 


and compassion – in this case, that 


God is not all-loving.


This paragraph introduces 


alternative views that are 


supported with reasoning and 


evidence, in this instance from a 


modern scientiﬁc worldview.


P1


 


Beliefs and teachings:


 


 


The nature of God
















[image: background image]



9


Sample  


answer 1


Evaluation focus  


Whether the problem of evil is  


really a problem


?


Instructions


Answer the evaluation focus opposite.Make use of the Evaluation Toolkit, to help you 


build up your answer. You’ll ﬁnd useful information under convenient headings in 


the key materials box below to help you, but you can also use your own class notes.


Remember the colour-coding as follows:


 Make observations and insights   Balance arguments and counter-arguments 


 Provide evidence & examples   Include logical & consistent arguments   Come to a conclusion 


Key materials


 Possible observations and insights 


 


The existence of evil in the world needs to be established by 


giving some examples.


 


Why the existence of evil is a problem needs to be explained.


 


This will involve explaining how the existence of evil seems to 


imply that if there is a God, he is not all-powerful and not all-


loving.


 


Therefore, the existence of evil implies that there is no God (or at 


least not God in the Christian understanding).


 


We must decide whether there are reasons why God allows evil 


despite the suﬀering it causes human beings.


 


If so, whether those reasons justify the human suﬀering 


experienced.


 Possible arguments and counter-arguments 


There are solutions to the problem:


 God has shown his love for us through Jesus’ death on the Cross.


 He has shown his power through the creation.


 Suﬀering serves a purpose.


 God could remove evil but chooses not to, to achieve a greater 


good.


There are no solutions:


 Christians believe in hell, so God is not loving.


 God could create beings who never sinned.


 Natural evil cannot be blamed on human actions.


 Suﬀering is unequal and random.


 Evidence from the Bible and Christianity 


 Either God cannot abolish evil, or He will not; if He cannot 


He is not all-powerful; if He will not then He is not all-good. 


(Augustine)


 You must not eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil, 


for when you eat from it you will certainly die. 


(Genesis 2:17 NIV)


 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 


that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 


life. 


(John 3:16 NIV)


 Possible examples 


 Examples of classic statement of the problem.


 Examples of moral evil such as murder and stealing.


 Examples of natural evil such as earthquakes and disease.


 Critical analysis/logical consistency 


 To what extent is it possible to know God’s reasons for his actions? 


If we are fallen beings tainted by sin, then how can we judge what 


is the most loving action? Is Jesus’ death on the Cross suﬃcient 


evidence to decide whether God is all-loving?


 Possible judgements/conclusions 


 It is only a problem if you are atheist.


 Free will explains the evil, and God has reversed the eternal eﬀects 


of evil by his death on the Cross.


 Suﬀering is the only way that human beings can grow morally. 


 The explanations fail, as the experience of human suﬀering is too 


great.


 The problem is insoluble and belief in God requires faith.


Further quotation:


Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? 


Then he is not omnipotent. Is he able, but not 


willing? Then he is malevolent. Is he both able 


and willing? Then whence cometh evil? Is he 


neither able nor willing? Then why call him 


God? 


(Epicurus) 
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Final comments


This answer includes all the features of a good evaluation. Teachings and evidence 


are presented in a logical manner, and are successfully argued and supported by 


evidence and clear reasoning. The conclusion makes sense and is consistent with the 


paragraphs leading up to it.


Evaluation focus  


Whether Christians believe in  


more than one God


?


In this answer you:


 Should give reasoned arguments in 


support of the statement


 Should give reasoned arguments to 


support a diﬀerent point of view


 Should refer to religious arguments


 May refer to non-religious arguments


 Should reach a justiﬁed conclusion


The teaching of the Christian Church is that Christianity is monotheistic – it believes in only one 


God. Indeed, the ﬁrst of the Ten Commandments makes that clear when it says ‘You shall have 


no other gods before me ‘. Even Jesus in debate with the teachers of the law announced that 


the greatest commandment was that ‘The Lord our God, the Lord is one’. So, it seems that even 


Jesus thought there was one God. Yet the early church came to believe that Jesus was also God. 


When Jesus appeared to Thomas after the resurrection, Thomas referred to Jesus as God and 


worshipped him. Jesus accepted this and did not deny it, yet it would seem to be blasphemy to 


call someone God and worship them. In one of Paul’s letters, Paul describes Jesus as having all 


the fullness of God dwell in him. 


Added to this confusion is the person of the Holy Spirit, which is described as God’s Spirit. 


Logically it does seem that there are three separate Gods not one. The Bible seems to show that 


the three persons have diﬀerent tasks but that all three were present at the creation. Yet Christian 


teaching is that there is only one God but three persons. These three persons (Father, Son, Holy 


Spirit) are co-eternal persons who co-exist and describe the triune God of Christianity.


Attempts have been made to explain how three can be seen as one. For instance, the shamrock 


is a clover plant that has three green leaves on a single stem. But this seems to suggest that the 


three parts are split oﬀ and separate. Another illustration is the three states of water (solid (ice), 


liquid and a gas (steam)). Again, this seems to suggest that God changes from being the Father 


and then becomes the Son, etc. 


The word ‘Trinity’ never appears in the Bible, so perhaps the doctrine has arisen from a 


misunderstanding of the Bible texts. The evidence does seem limited, and it is questionable to 


explain it by claiming that it is beyond our understanding, so we just have to accept it in faith.


Sample answer


This part of the response 


demonstrates critical thinking 


and points out a possible logical 


contradiction.


These sections demonstrate 


evidence of religious teachings from 


sources of authority in Christianity.


These comments show an insight 


into the relevance of the beliefs 


about Christianity belief in the 


Trinity relevant to this question.


The ﬁnal section of the answer 


presents some critical analysis, and 


the overall conclusion questions 


the suggestion of simply accepting 


the Trinity beliefs through faith.


These comments bring in 


alternative views that there 


appears to be a suggestion of 


three persons with speciﬁc roles.
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Monotheism
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Evaluation focus  


Whether the doctrine of the Trinity  


is nonsense


?


Instructions


Answer the evaluation focus opposite.Make use of the Evaluation Toolkit, to help you 


build up your answer. You’ll ﬁnd useful information under convenient headings in 


the key materials box below to help you, but you can also use your own class notes. 


Remember the colour-coding as follows:


 Make observations and insights   Balance arguments and counter-arguments 


 Provide evidence & examples   Include logical & consistent arguments   Come to a conclusion 


Key materials


 Possible observations and insights 


 


The actual word ‘Trinity’ does not appear in the Bible.


 


The doctrine is the result of a Church Council attempting to 


express the relationship between Father, Son and Holy Spirit, as 


found in the Bible, while maintaining that there is only one God.


 


Throughout church history it has been a controversial doctrine.


 Possible arguments and counter-arguments 


 Verses in the Bible indicate that each of Father, Son and Holy Spirit 


is God.


 They are co-eternal and co-existent but have diﬀerent tasks.


 Equally, the Bible makes clear that there is only one God. 


Christianity is monotheistic.


 It is not surprising that we do not understand God. 


 The Bible is the word of God and so can be trusted even if we do 


not understand.


 It is a creation of the church.


 The Bible is not the word of God.


 The Bible is contradictory as it claims the existence of three Gods 


at the same time as one God.


 Evidence from the Bible and Christianity 


 ‘God is love’ has no real meaning unless God contains at least 


two persons. If God was a single person, then before the world 


was made, He was not love. 


(C.S. Lewis)


 May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and 


the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  


(2 Corinthians 13:14 NIV)


 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form. 


(Colossians 2:9 NIV)


 Hear O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  


(Deuteronomy 6:4 NIV)


 Possible examples 


Various illustrations of the Trinity relationship:


 Shamrock with tree leaves and one stem.


 Three states of water (liquid, solid, gas).


 Critical analysis/logical consistency 


 If the Bible is the word of God than we must accept that what it 


reveals about God is reliable.


 We should not be surprised that the nature of God is something 


we struggle to understand.


 The illustrations of the Trinity present a picture of a God who 


is divided into parts, or a God who shows himself diﬀerently at 


diﬀerent times in diﬀerent contexts. Both are regarded as heresies.


 Possible judgements/conclusions 


 The doctrine of the Trinity is true to Biblical revelation.


 The doctrine is contradictory but only to human logic. We should 


not expect to understand God’s nature.


 The doctrine is contradictory and is therefore nonsense.


Further quotation:


As the heavens are higher than the earth, so 


are my ways higher than your ways and my 


thoughts than your thoughts.


(Isaiah 55:9 NIV)
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Key facts and discussion points


Key areas of study


 Beliefs about creation


 Diﬀerent interpretations


 Role of the word and the Spirit


 So who is right about the creation of the universe? Is there a clash between science 


and the Bible? 


Genesis gives an account of God creating the universe in six days. Some Christians take 


this literally and believe it happened exactly as Genesis describes. Other Christians think 


that the account in Genesis is not literally true but expresses a religious truth that the 


universe was not a random accident. God planned it and brought it into being, possibly 


through the events of the Big Bang. Therefore, these Christians see no conﬂict between 


the scientiﬁc account and the account in Genesis. 


 According to the Bible, who created the universe – God the Father, or Jesus?


As we saw in the last section about the Trinity, Christians believe in one God but three 


persons (the Father, the Son (Jesus) and the Holy Spirit). Therefore, the question ‘God or 


Jesus?’ is confusing. The Bible indicates that all three persons were involved in the creation. 


Although God the Father is referred to as the creator, the spirit of God is also involved 


(Genesis 1:1–3) and the Son of God (Jesus) is referred to in John 1:1–3. The creation can be 


used as a good illustration of the Trinity since all three persons are involved. 


Key examples


Key terms


Genesis:


 The ﬁrst book in the Bible. In its 


ﬁrst chapter it describes how God created the 


heavens and Earth.


The Big Bang theory:


 The leading 


scientiﬁc explanation of how the universe 


began over 13 billion years ago.


The Apostles’ Creed:


 A statement 


of Christian belief dating from the fourth 


century.


The word:


 In the beginning of John’s 


Gospel, ‘the word’ refers to the Son of God, 


who was both with God and was God. The 


Son of God entered history as the person 


of Jesus.


Key thinkers/beliefs


Key quotes


 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 


(Genesis1:1 NIV)


 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 


(Psalm19:1 NIV)


 The act of creation must always remain totally inconceivable to man. We only 


build, we always have materials to build from. 


(C.S. Lewis)


God existed before the creation of the 


universe. He is eternal – without beginning 


or end.


The creation was a deliberate act of God by 


his own choice.


God is separate from the universe he 


created.


God declared that his creation was ‘good’.


All three of the persons of God (the Father, 


the Son and the Holy Spirit) were involved 


in the creation.
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Key quotes


Key facts and discussion points


Key areas of study


 Resurrection after death


Judgement


 Heaven and hell


 Did Jesus really come back from the dead? 


Some Christians believe that Jesus did not physically come back to 


life but that the disciples felt his presence spiritually. Thetraditional 


view is that Jesus did physically come back to life, though his body 


did not have the same limitations that we have (e.g. he could enter 


a locked room). The Gospels give an account of witnesses to Jesus’ 


resurrection. Some Christians take the accounts literally while 


others regard them as more symbolic.


 How can bodies be resurrected when they are cremated?


Cremation and burial result in similar changes in the body’s 


chemical nature. It is just that cremation is more instantaneous 


than burial.


 If God is a God of love, how can he send people to hell?


Some Christians argue that God gave people free will. Therefore, 


they can reject God if they wish. So, their separation from God, 


which they have chosen, continues after death. Hell is being 


separated from God after death. Other Christians reason that 


because God is love, no one goes to hell.


Key example


Key terms


Key thinkers/beliefs


Resurrection:


 


Christians believe that Jesus rose from the dead 


and that one day the believers will share in that resurrection.


Heaven:


 Being with God after death. It is pictured as a  


state of perfect happiness.


Hell:


 A state of separation from God and the loss of all that 


human beings were meant to be.


The Day of Judgement:


 The Last Day when God will judge 


all people and create a new heaven and a new Earth.


 Jesus rose from the dead.


 There is a Day of Judgement in the future.


 Death is not the end of our existence.


 There is life after death.


 Judgement will result in some people being forever 


separated from God and some being eternally with God.


 Those eternally with God will have transformed resurrected 


bodies such that they will have no more pain, sorrow or 


death.


 I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die. 


(John 11:25 NIV)


 He (Jesus) has met, fought and beaten the King of Death. Everything is diﬀerent because He has done so. 


(C.S. Lewis)


 The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable … It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.  


(1 Corinthians 15:42,44 NIV)


 Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal ﬁre prepared for the devil and his angels.


’ 


(Matthew 25:41 NIV)


 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth … He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death, or mourning or crying 


or pain, for the old order of things has passed away. 


(Revelation 21:1,4 NIV)


 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?  


(John 14:2 NIV)


 On the third day he rose again … he will come to judge the living and the dead. 


(Apostles’ Creed)


 I believe … in the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. 


(Apostles’ Creed)
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Final comments


This answer includes all the features of a good evaluation. Teachings and evidence 


are presented in a logical manner, and are successfully argued and supported by 


evidence and clear reasoning. A strength is the commentary, evidence and analysis 


of diﬀerent interpretations, which then directly links to, and justiﬁes, the conclusion.


Evaluation focus  


Whether Christians regard the 


Genesis account as telling us 


anything about creation 


?


In this answer you:


 Should give reasoned arguments in 


support of the statement


 Should give reasoned arguments to 


support a diﬀerent point of view


 Should refer to religious arguments


 May refer to non-religious arguments


 Should reach a justiﬁed conclusion


The Book of Genesis contains an account of creation. It recounts how God created the universe 


in six days. For Christians who regard the Bible as revelation from God and take it to be a literal 


account, it is a source of information about creation. It recounts how God created – it was done 


by his word. For example, Genesis 1v3 states, ‘And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was 


light.’ Simply by God speaking, the universe came into being. It reveals in some detail the order in 


which things were created. The modern scientiﬁc theories about creation are rejected in favour of 


the biblical account. Quite clearly for these believers, Genesis is the source for information about 


creation. 


Other Christians do not take the account in Genesis as literal but still regard it as poetic 


revelation. For them it speaks of a deliberate creation by God rather than some random event, 


although the details of how God brought it about are not to be found in Genesis, for that is not 


the purpose of the Genesis account. The important revelation is that God is the ultimate source 


of creation, and it was a deliberate, purposeful act. Again, these Christians see in Genesis an 


understanding of creation, though not a scientiﬁc account.


For those who see the Bible as just writings by human beings, the creation accounts are more 


like a myth. For them, the Genesis account is of no value in terms of a source of knowing about 


creation. For such information, they argue that you need to turn to science and theories such as 


the Big Bang. They do not regard the Bible as revelation or God’s word. It is rather attempts by 


human beings to understand the mysteries of life. Poetry and myth are ways of expressing the 


unknowable.


So, the answer as to whether Genesis tells us anything about creation depends on a person’s view 


about the Bible and, in particular, how a person interprets the Book of Genesis.


Sample answer


This part of the response clariﬁes 


the logic behind seeing the story 


as poetic revelation and later 


developing the point with reference 


to myth.


These sections demonstrate 


evidence of religious teachings from 


the creation story located in the 


Book of Genesis.


These comments show an insight 


into the diﬀerent ideas about 


creation both within and beyond 


Christianity that are relevant to this 


question.


The ﬁnal section of the answer 


does not come to a decision 


but concludes that any answer 


to the question depends upon 


interpretation. This is a valid 


conclusion.


These comments bring in 


an alternative, non-literal 


interpretation of Genesis that 


some Christians have.
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Evaluation focus  


Whether modern science 


contradicts Genesis about  


creation


?


Instructions


Answer the evaluation focus opposite.Make use of the Evaluation Toolkit, to help you 


build up your answer. You’ll ﬁnd useful information under convenient headings in 


the key materials box below to help you, but you can also use your own class notes.


Remember the colour-coding as follows:


 Make observations and insights   Balance arguments and counter-arguments 


 Provide evidence & examples   Include logical & consistent arguments   Come to a conclusion 


Key materials


 Possible observations and insights 


 Both science and the Book of Genesis make statements about 


creation.


 The accounts are clearly diﬀerent.


 This raises questions about whether they contradict each other.


 Possible arguments and counter-arguments 


 Science does not make any reference to God or supernatural 


causes.


 It gives an explanation in terms of a Big Bang that created matter 


and time, which over a long period developed into our universe.


 In contrast, Genesis has supernatural involvement with a God who 


‘speaks’ and it is done. The period is over a mere six days.


 If the Genesis account is read as non-literal but more mythological 


then the contradiction disappears. 


 In both accounts, God could be seen as the cause behind the 


creation, with God causing the Big Bang.


 Scientiﬁc explanations do not include God, so they do actually 


contradict Genesis. Science appeals only to natural forces.


 Evidence from the Bible and Christianity 


 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 


(Genesis 1:1 NIV)


 The act of creation must always remain totally inconceivable to 


man. We only build, we always have materials to build from.  


(C.S. Lewis)


 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 


the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through 


him all things were made; without him nothing was made that 


has been made. 


(John 1:1–3 NIV)


 Possible examples 


 The Big Bang theory.


 The account in Genesis.


 Critical analysis/logical consistency 


 Science cannot address ultimate questions whereas the Bible 


does. Therefore, they do not contradict each other so much as 


address diﬀerent issues.


 Interpretation of Genesis may remove any apparent contradiction.


 Modern science has not settled on an explanation of the cause of 


the Big Bang – so there is no contradiction if God is seen as the 


cause.


 Possible judgements/conclusions 


 Genesis is a book of the Bible, and the Bible is the Word of God. 


Therefore, it is to be trusted even if science gives a diﬀerent 


account of creation.


 Genesis was written thousands of years ago and so does not 


contain knowledge about the beginnings of the universe. Modern 


science is the source of knowledge of creation.


 The account in Genesis is poetry or myth, which though 


expressing a truth that the creation was not random but a 


purposeful act, does not explain the actual creation. 


 Neither modern science nor Genesis give an answer to the 


beginnings of the universe. Scientiﬁc understandings keep 


changing and modern science has not settled on an explanation 


of the cause of the Big Bang and what happened just before it.


 Maybe C.S. Lewis was right – ‘the act of creation must always 


remain totally inconceivable to man. We only build, we always 


have materials to build from.’


Further quotations:


Religious fanatics want people to switch oﬀ their own minds, 


ignore the evidence, and blindly follow a holy book based upon 


private ‘revelation’. 


(Richard Dawkins)


Of course, we would love to know more about the exact moment 


of Big Bang but interposing an outside intelligence does nothing 


to add to that knowledge, as we still know nothing about the 


creation of that intelligence. 


(Richard Dawkins)
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Evaluation focus  


Whether the Christian belief in life 


after death is reasonable 


?


In this answer you:


 Should give reasoned arguments in 


support of the statement


 Should give reasoned arguments to 


support a diﬀerent point of view


 Should refer to religious arguments


 May refer to non-religious arguments


 Should reach a justiﬁed conclusion


Most, if not all, cultures and religions have a belief in some sort of continuation of life after death. 


Christians believe in one life and then bodily resurrection. This belief rests entirely on the claim 


that Jesus rose from the dead, and he promised that his followers would also be resurrected to a 


new life in heaven. In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, Paul argued that belief in the resurrection 


is central to Christianity. ‘If there Is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 


raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.’ 


(1 Corinthians 15)


 


However, some Christians would argue that it was more a spiritual resurrection than a bodily 


resurrection. It is hard to understand how our bodies, which decompose or are burnt at death, 


can be raised to new life. It is possible the disciples had a sense of Jesus’ ongoing presence after 


his death and expressed it in more physical terms of an actual appearance and body. Indeed, 


Jesus is said to have appeared to Saul (Paul) on the Damascus Road, but then Paul only heard a 


voice, saying, ‘Saul, Saul why do you persecute me?’ (Acts of the Apostles). So, did he really see a 


physical body? It seems unlikely, yet he claimed Jesus appeared to him.


If the disciples had only a sense of Jesus’ presence rather than physically seeing him, the evidence 


for life after death seems weak. Yet who can say what God can do? And if there is a God who 


created us, it seems likely that our lives do continue after death, since Christianity is all about 


having a relationship with God. In John’s Gospel there is an account of Lazarus being raised 


from the dead, which does seem to be clearly physical. However, I assume Lazarus did die at a 


later date? Other evidence for life after death comes from such things as supposed out-of-body 


experiences and claims of contacting the dead through spiritualism. However, if Christians are to 


believe in life after death solely on the basis of the biblical account of Jesus’ resurrection, it may 


well be unpersuasive. It very much depends on how one understands the Gospel’s accounts of 


the event. 


Sample answer


These parts of the response 


try to analyse and rationalise 


the signiﬁcance of alternative 


arguments.


This section demonstrates 


knowledge of a key Christian 


teaching as evidence for how 


important belief in life after death is 


for Christians.


These comments show an 


understanding of the issues 


involving the debate about life after 


death in Christianity.


The ﬁnal section of the answer 


and the overall conclusion or 


judgement cleverly links to an 


earlier observation regarding 


presence, as opposed to the 


physical nature some Christians 


see in Bible accounts of Jesus’ 


resurrection.


These comments bring in 


alternative views that are 


supported with reasoning  


and evidence.


Final comments


This answer includes all the features of a good evaluation. The strength of this 


evaluation is that it presents alternative views focused on a key debate about 


‘physical’ or ‘spiritual’ life after death, but supports this with some analysis and clear 


reasoning. This leads to a sound conclusion that is consistent with the paragraphs 


before it. 
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Evaluation focus  


Whether belief in hell is consistent 


with a loving God


?


Instructions


Answer the evaluation focus opposite.Make use of the Evaluation Toolkit, to help you 


build up your answer. You’ll ﬁnd useful information under convenient headings in 


the key materials box below to help you, but you can also use your own class notes.


Remember the colour-coding as follows:


 Make observations and insights   Balance arguments and counter-arguments 


 Provide evidence & examples   Include logical & consistent arguments   Come to a conclusion 


Key materials


 Possible observations and insights 


 A loving God would want only the best for his creation.


 Hell is depicted as a place of suﬀering, pain and torment, of 


separation from God.


 The creation of a hell seems contrary to the actions of a God  


of love.


 Possible arguments and counter-arguments 


 The existence of a hell is not consistent with a loving God.


 Such a God would not allow human beings to suﬀer. It would be 


in his nature to stop suﬀering.


 God would know that people would suﬀer in hell. It would not be 


the actions of a loving God to deliberately create beings that will 


suﬀer.


 The extent of the suﬀering is for eternity. It is disproportionate.


 However, it is people themselves, by their actions, who choose to 


be separated from God and in hell.


 Christianity argues that God has done all he can to save people 


from hell, by dying on the Cross.


 God is not responsible. If people have free will then they can 


choose to reject God – which is what hell represents.


 But surely God could create beings so that they always freely 


choose to follow God?


 Evidence from the Bible and Christianity 


 Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who 


are cursed, into the eternal ﬁre prepared for the devil and his 


angels.’ 


(Matthew 25:41 NIV)


 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the 


soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and 


body in hell. 


(Matthew 10:28 NIV)


 Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous 


to eternal life. 


(Matthew 25:46 NIV)


 For God has bound everyone over to disobedience so that he 


may have mercy on them all. 


(Romans 11:32 NIV)


 Possible examples 


 God is loving – shown by his death on the Cross to forgive sins 


and bring us to God.


 God is not loving – shown by the existence of natural evil, original 


sin causing bias towards sin.


 Critical analysis/logical consistency 


 Possible eternal suﬀering in hell seems to count against the 


existence of a loving God.


 Could hell be an empty threat such that the threat of it brings us 


to God?


 The Bible seems to support the existence of hell and the fact that 


God is loving.


 Perhaps the solution is the way we interpret the text or our 


misunderstanding of love.


 Possible judgements/conclusions 


 Belief in hell and a loving God are inconsistent.


 Belief in hell is based on beliefs from a past age. Hell does not 


exist.


 There is a hell, but God does not send us there – we do so through 


our free will of rejecting God.


 Love does not exclude justice. Sin cannot be ignored.


 God is not a loving God.


Further quotation:


As the heavens are higher than the earth, so 


are my ways higher than your ways and my 


thoughts than your thoughts.


(2 Thessalonians 1:9 NIV)
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Key facts and discussion points


Key areas of study


 Beliefs and teachings about Jesus


 The incarnation and Jesus as the Son of God


 The cruciﬁxion, resurrection and ascension


 How can Jesus be both a 


human being and God at the 


same time?


The Bible teaches that Jesus 


is God. For instance, Thomas 


calls Jesus God, and Jesus does 


things (e.g. forgives people’s 


sins) that only God can do. The 


Bible also teaches that Jesus was 


a human being who lived an 


earthly life and died. Jesus took 


on human ﬂesh at a particular 


time in history (the Incarnation). 


Although it is a mystery, the 


church concluded that Jesus was 


both fully God and fully man 


while on Earth.


 People don’t come back from 


the dead, so how can Jesus 


be resurrected?


Christians would agree that 


people don’t usually come back 


from the dead. However, Jesus 


was no ordinary person. He was 


God the Son, and was raised 


from the dead by God the Father. 


It is true that there are a few 


people recorded in the Bible who 


were raised from the dead (e.g. 


Lazarus), but all those then later 


died again. Jesus was diﬀerent. 


He was raised from the dead 


with a new and transformed 


resurrected body.


Key examples


Virgin birth:


 The Christian belief that 


Jesus was conceived by Mary through the 


power of the Holy Spirit and without sexual 


intercourse.


The Messiah:


 The word comes from the 


Hebrew and means ‘anointed one’. In Greek, 


the word is ‘Christ’. Christians believe this 


refers to Jesus, who was sent by God to bring 


salvation to the world.


Ascension:


 That Jesus bodily ascended 


into heaven 40 days after his resurrection, 


witnessed by his disciples – promising to 


return one day in the same way as he went.


Jesus is the Son of God, the second person of the Trinity.


Though he was God, he took human form.


He was conceived without sexual intercourse by Mary, through the 


power of the Holy Spirit.


He was both fully God and fully human.


He was sentenced to death by the Romans after the Jewish authorities 


had convicted him of blasphemy.


He died on a cross and was buried.


After three days, he was resurrected and came back to life again.


His resurrected body did not have the same limitations that our 


human bodies have.


He ascended into heaven after 40 days.


His death made it possible for believers to be forgiven and to know 


God now and be with him after death.


His resurrection showed that there was life after death and death need 


not be feared.


His ascension into heaven showed that Jesus’ work on Earth was 


accomplished successfully.


Key thinkers/beliefs
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Key terms


Key quotes


Cruciﬁxion:


 A means of execution by ﬁxing the person to  


a cross.


Incarnation:


 The belief that God took human form by 


becoming a man – the man Jesus.


Resurrection:


 The belief that Jesus rose from the dead and 


that believers will also rise to new life after their death.


 If Jesus died on the Cross, then does that mean God can die?


Jesus died physically on the Cross. As a human being, his heart 


stopped beating. However, he was also God, and his divine nature 


did not cease. It is eternal. In that sense God did not die.


 Did Jesus shoot into space at the ascension?


Certainly, those who witnessed Jesus’ ascension gave an account 


of Jesus being taken up and a cloud hid him from their sight  


(Acts 1:8)


. The disciples understood that Jesus was no longer on 


Earth. Some Christians see the account as symbolic and non-


literal. However, if it is symbolic, it is not clear why the disciples 


were so sure that Jesus had left them. Some Christians, who 


argue for the ascension being an historical event as described in 


Acts, suggest that Jesus stepped into another dimension and so 


disappeared from sight.


 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  


who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the  


Virgin Mary, was cruciﬁed, died, and was buried; he 


descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 


ascended into heaven. 


(The Apostles’ Creed)


 The Word became ﬂesh and made his dwelling among us. 


(John 1:14 NIV)


 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about. His 


mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but 


before they came together, she was found to be pregnant 


through the Holy Spirit. 


(Matthew 1:18 NIV)


 God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 


to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, 


a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary … the 


angel said … You will conceive and give birth to a son, and 


you are to call him Jesus. 


(Luke 1:26–27, 31 NIV)


 ‘Yes, in our world too, a stable once had something inside it 


that was bigger than our whole world’ 


(Queen Lucy in the Last 


Battle, 


The Chronicles of Narnia


 by C.S. Lewis)


 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave 


up his spirit. 


(Matthew 27:50 NIV)


 Thomas said to him (Jesus), ‘My Lord and my God.’  


(John 20:28 NIV)


 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that 


is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in 


dishonour, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is 


raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual 


body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.  


(1 Corinthians 15:42–44 NIV)


 … he (Jesus) was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud 


hid him from their sight. 


(Acts 1:8 NIV


)
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Final comments


This answer includes all the features of a good evaluation, with particular strength 


in analysis and expression of a personal viewpoint based upon clear evidence. The 


conclusion makes sense and is consistent with the paragraphs leading up to it.


Evaluation focus  


Whether the incarnation is more 


important than the cruciﬁxion


?


In this answer you:


 Should give reasoned arguments in 


support of the statement


 Should give reasoned arguments to 


support a diﬀerent point of view


 Should refer to religious arguments


 May refer to non-religious arguments


 Should reach a justiﬁed conclusion


Incarnation literally means ‘taking on ﬂesh’, and in Christianity is the belief that God took human 


form by becoming a man – the man Jesus. The account of Jesus’ birth is found in the Gospels in 


the New Testament of the Bible. It recounts how an angel told Mary that she was to give birth to 


a baby boy who she was to name Jesus. When Mary questioned how this was possible, since she 


was a virgin, the angel told her that ‘the Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 


High will overshadow you.’ The angel then told her that Jesus will be called the Son of God. 


When an angel appeared to Joseph (who was betrothed to Mary), the angel told Joseph to call 


the boy Jesus, ‘because he will save his people from their sins’. So, the incarnation is more than 


just a birth – it is God coming to Earth in human form. 


Without the birth of Jesus there would be no Christianity, since Christianity is the account of God 


coming to Earth to bring salvation. If there was no incarnation, then there would be no salvation. 


This must surely mean it is the most important event in the Christian story. It also shows the 


humanity of Jesus – that God became a human being. It means that he has experienced human 


life and suﬀering, and so understands us when we pray. It also helps us to relate to Jesus, since he 


was a human being like us.


However, had Jesus just lived and died naturally then there would still be no salvation. The 


central symbol of Christianity is the Cross – the sign of the cruciﬁxion. It is the cruciﬁxion where 


Jesus died for our sins so that we might be forgiven and have eternal life. However, I am not sure 


that the Christian story can be divided into parts and compared. The Christian story is a complete 


story – birth, death and resurrection. No one part makes sense without the other parts. So, I don’t 


think the incarnation is more important or less important than the cruciﬁxion. They are equally 


important and all part of the same story.


Sample answer


This draws out the logical 


conclusion of the biblical evidence 


through some detailed analysis.


These sections include biblical 


evidence for the birth of Jesus 


before analysing its importance 


for the Christian belief about the 


incarnation.


These comments are important 


because they clearly explain 


the evidence for a belief in the 


incarnation.


The ﬁnal section is a simple 


conclusion – but that is ﬁne, 


because the reasoning is clearly set 


out before it.


These comments bring in 


alternative views – in this case 


the importance of the death  


of Jesus.
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Evaluation focus  


Whether the incarnation shows 


that Jesus is the Son of God


?


Instructions


Answer the evaluation focus opposite.Make use of the Evaluation Toolkit, to help you 


build up your answer. You’ll ﬁnd useful information under convenient headings in 


the key materials box below to help you, but you can also use your own class notes.


Remember the colour-coding as follows:


 Make observations and insights   Balance arguments and counter-arguments 


 Provide evidence & examples   Include logical & consistent arguments   Come to a conclusion 


Key materials


 Possible observations and insights 


 Meaning of incarnation.


 Angel’s visit to Mary and Joseph.


 Angel telling Mary that Jesus will be called the Son of God.


 Possible arguments and counter-arguments 


 The meaning of the term ‘Son of God’ – God comes to Earth in 


human form, not God having sex with Mary and producing a son.


 Supernatural birth – Mary was a virgin.


 Work of the Holy Spirit Doctrine of the Trinity.


 Jesus died but God cannot die – so Jesus is not God.


 A person cannot be both God and man.


 The story is based on a pagan myth.


 The accounts are not literal and were written nearly 2000  


years ago.


 The phrase ‘Son of God’ just means a special person.


 Angels were referred to as sons of God.


 Evidence from the Bible and Christianity 


 The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 


High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be 


called the Son of God. 


(Luke 1:35 NIV)


 … what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit … You are to 


give him the name Jesus because he will save his people from 


their sin. 


(Matthew 1:20–21 NIV)


 The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will  


call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’).  


(Matthew 1:23 NIV)


 Possible examples 


 Gospel accounts showing Jesus as a human being, e.g. his 


preaching witnessed by many people, his suﬀering.


 Gospel accounts showing Jesus as God, e.g. he forgives sins, his 


supernatural knowledge, his resurrection, he accepted worship 


from people.


 Critical analysis/logical consistency 


 The Bible is the word of God and so is trustworthy.


 Only God can forgive sin, so Jesus must be divine.


 God’s plan of salvation only makes sense if Jesus is God.


 It is impossible to be fully human and fully God.


 Possible judgements/conclusions 


 The incarnation account is trustworthy as the word of God.


 The events of Jesus’ life support the belief in the incarnation.


 The idea of God becoming human is nonsensical. Therefore, it 


cannot show Jesus as the Son of God.


 The account of the incarnation is myth and found in other 


cultures.


 The phrase ‘Son of God’ just means a special person. It does not 


refer to God himself.


 The central teaching of Christianity is that God became man 


to save us. Given nothing is impossible for God, then however 


diﬃcult the idea is, the incarnation cannot be ruled out as being 


true. 


 Perhaps a better approach to the question is to ask whether the 


events of Jesus‘ life and death show Jesus is the Son of God. If they 


do, then the incarnation must be true.


Further quotation:


The Word became ﬂesh and made his dwelling 


among us.


(John 1:14 NIV)
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Final comments


This answer includes all the features of a good evaluation, with a particular strength 


in analysis and expression of a personal viewpoint based upon clear evidence. The 


conclusion makes sense and is consistent with the paragraphs leading up to it.


Evaluation focus  


Whether the ascension is an 


important belief for Christians


?


In this answer you:


 Should give reasoned arguments in 


support of the statement


 Should give reasoned arguments to 


support a diﬀerent point of view


 Should refer to religious arguments


 May refer to non-religious arguments


 Should reach a justiﬁed conclusion


The Christian belief is that 40 days after Jesus’ resurrection, Jesus met with his disciples and ‘he 


was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight’. No longer was Jesus 


among them, and they seemed clear that he had left them, as they did not look for him. They 


accepted that his resurrection appearances had ended. 


It is an important belief for Christians and was included as part of the Christian creed. The 


creed states that Jesus ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. The 


ascension makes clear that Jesus’ work on Earth was completed. His death on the Cross had 


achieved its purpose of forgiveness of our sins. He returned to his Father in heaven. He promised 


that he would send the Holy Spirit in power. In this way, Jesus could be with all people through 


the Holy Spirit. Many Christians see Jesus’ ascension as his enthronement in heaven from where 


he will return to Earth at the end of time to judge people. It is possibly a comfort for Christians 


that Jesus has gone to prepare a place for them after they die. In John’s Gospel, Jesus says, ‘I am 


going there to prepare a place for you … I will come back and take you to be with me that you 


also may be where I am going.’


However, many Christians do not see the ascension as very important. It is not celebrated like 


Jesus’ birth, death or resurrection. Many regard it as just a symbolic way of expressing the end 


of the resurrection appearances. The New Testament makes very little mention of the story; it 


appears only in the writings of Luke and Acts of the Apostles. It is thought Luke wrote Acts, so the 


story potentially derives only from one source, which suggests it is not very reliable.


If the story is made up by Luke, then the event can hardly be considered an important belief for 


Christians. 


Indeed, the factthat the church makes verylittle celebration of the ascension indicates 


how little Christians regard its importance.


Sample answer


This part of the response 


demonstrates a logical chain of 


reasoning that is consistent with the 


arguments presented.


These sections demonstrate 


evidence of religious teachings  


from the Bible and the Christian 


tradition (creed).


These comments show that 


the student understands the 


implications of the Christian 


teaching presented.


The ﬁnal section of the answer 


makes a clear judgement 


regarding the importance of 


the incarnation based upon an 


analysis of possible unreliability.


This paragraph introduces 


an alternative view that the 


ascension may not be as 


important as Jesus’ birth  


or death.
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Evaluation focus  


Whether the bodily resurrection  


of Jesus actually happened


?


Instructions


Answer the evaluation focus opposite.Make use of the Evaluation Toolkit, to help you 


build up your answer. You’ll ﬁnd useful information under convenient headings in 


the key materials box below to help you, but you can also use your own class notes.


Remember the colour-coding as follows:


 Make observations and insights   Balance arguments and counter-arguments 


 Provide evidence & examples   Include logical & consistent arguments   Come to a conclusion 


Key materials


 Possible observations and insights 


 Jesus was cruciﬁed, died, and was buried.


 The tomb was empty.


 There are various Gospel accounts of Jesus appearing to 


disciples.


 The appearances appear to be physical.


 He spoke and walked and ate.


 Possible arguments and counter-arguments 


 The traditional Christian belief is that it was a bodily resurrection.


 Paul preaches this in his letters.


 The accounts are written too near the time for them to be false.


 Eyewitnesses are named and were alive when Paul wrote.


 However, the accounts contradict each other.


 The accounts are symbolic not literal.


 Paul himself refers to Jesus appearing to him, but it was not a 


bodily appearance.


 The accounts describe a body that was not physical since it was 


able to enter locked rooms.


 Perhaps Jesus did not die and so there was no resurrection.


 The earliest Gospel doesn’t even mention the resurrection and 


ends at Jesus’ death.


 Evidence from the Bible and Christianity 


 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood 


among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’  


(Luke 24:36 NIV)


 Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your ﬁnger here; see my hands. 


Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Stop doubting and 


believe.’ Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’  


(John 20:27–28 NIV)


 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from 


heaven ﬂashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a 


voice say to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’  


(Acts 9:3 NIV)


 Possible examples 


 The resurrection appearances in John’s Gospel.


 Paul’s account of his meeting with Jesus on the Damascus Road.


 Critical analysis/logical consistency 


 The New Testament is the Word of God and so reliable.


 But do the accounts reﬂect more of what the church came to 


believe?


 If it was bodily resurrection, why did some people not believe?


 But if the tomb was empty, what did happen to the body?


 Possible judgements/conclusions 


 It was a bodily resurrection.


 It was a symbolic account of a resurrection, not a literal account.


 The accounts were made up to express a belief that the inﬂuence 


of Jesus continued after his death. 


 On balance, the fact that the disciples and others were willing to 


die for something they knew not to be true is perhaps the most 


persuasive reason to accept the traditional Christian belief about 


the nature of Jesus’ resurrection.


Further quotation:


If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; 


you are still in your sins.


(1 Corinthians 15:17 NIV)
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Key facts and discussion points


Key areas of study


 Beliefs and teachings about sin and 


salvation


 Sin, including original sin


 The means of salvation, including law, 


grace and Spirit


 The role of Christ in salvation, including the 


idea of atonement


 Surely the account of Adam and 


Eve and the garden of Eden is not 


literally true?


This question is very much like the 


question about Genesis 1 and the 


creation of the universe. Christians 


are divided. Some Christians believe 


that the accounts in Genesis of Adam 


and Eve and the Garden of Eden 


are literal. Adam’s disobedience has 


meant that this disobedience and 


rejection of God’s authority and rule 


is inherited by every human being. 


Those Christians who take the story 


as non-literal believe that once sin 


entered the world, people have a 


bias towards rebelling against God’s 


authority and rule.


 Why can’t God just forgive sin 


without going through the costly 


death?


Surely, if he is all-loving and all-


powerful, he could forgive us? 


However, God is also perfectly just 


and there is something about the 


nature of sin that means that God 


cannot ignore or overlook sin. At 


the Last Supper, Jesus made it clear 


that he was dying in order to save us 


from the consequences of our sin. It 


is a mystery, but the New Testament 


suggests that in some way Jesus died 


Key examples


Original sin:


 The traditional belief that 


because of the original sin by Adam, human 


beings have inherited Adam’s nature of 


rebellion against God.


God’s law:


 The Maker’s instructions 


of how we should live, such as the Ten 


Commandments and teachings of the Old 


Testament prophets and Jesus.


Atonement: 


The teaching about the 


reconciliation between God and human 


beings, accomplished through the death  


of Jesus.


Christians believe that God created the world and humankind.


Sin entered the world when Adam disobeyed God – either literally or 


ﬁguratively.


After sin entered the world, human beings were biased to be self-


centred rather than God-centred. 


The consequences of this rejection of God, of not following the 


Maker’s instructions, meant that there was separation between God 


and human beings, both now and after death.


God in his love and grace took the initiative to make it possible to 


restore this broken relationship.


The means by which the consequences of sin were removed and 


forgiveness received, was through the death of Jesus. 


This restored relationship to those who through faith turned back to 


God meant that they could experience God’s presence now and be 


with God after death.


God gives believers a new nature, which St Paul describes as a new 


creation.


Salvation, this rescuing from the consequences of our rebellion 


against God, was nothing that we did but was God’s free and gracious 


act.


It was immensely costly to God, since it was achieved at the great 


price of Christ dying on the Cross.


Key thinkers/beliefs
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Key terms


Key quotes


Grace:


 The free and undeserved favour of God towards human 


beings.


Salvation:


 Being rescued by God from the consequences of our 


rebellion against him.


Sin:


 Rebellion against God in thought, word or deed, the 


consequences of which exclude us from the presence of God.  


Sin is a rejection of God’s authority.


in our place. St Paul wrote, ‘While we were still sinners Christ died 


for us’ and ‘God made him [Jesus] who had no sin to be sin for 


us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.’ 


(Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21)


 If we all have a bias towards sin, how can we be blamed for our 


sin?


Christians who believe that the story of Adam and Eve is literal 


would argue that as we are all descendants of Adam, we all 


inherit his nature and so inherit a bias towards rejecting God’s 


rule and authority. The Bible also makes clear that we have free 


choice, and we often freely choose to disobey God’s rules. Indeed, 


the Bible says that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 


God. So, by nature and/or free choice we sin. Therefore, we can be 


blamed for our sin.


 So the Lord God banished him [Adam] from the  


Garden of Eden. 


(Genesis 3:23 NIV)


 … the birth of Christ was about God entering the world in 


order to redeem it. 


(Alister McGrath)


 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 


(Romans3:23 NIV)


 For just as through the disobedience of the one man the 


many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of 


the one man the many will be made righteous.  


(Romans 5:19 NIV)


 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 


in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


(Romans 6:23 NIV)


 God presented Christ as a sacriﬁce of atonement, through the 


shedding of his blood. 


(Romans 3:25 NIV)


 … without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 


(Hebrews 9:22 NIV)


 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 


many for the forgiveness of sins. 


(Matthew 26:28 NIV)


 For Christ also suﬀered once for sins, the righteous for the 


unrighteous, to bring you to God. 


(1 Peter 3:18 NIV)


 Jesus did not come to live as an example of how to die as a 


martyr, but as a substitute, taking the place that we deserve 


in order that we might enjoy what we don’t deserve.  


(Alistair Begg)


 Before we can begin to see the Cross as something done for 


us, we have to see it as something done by us. 


(John Stott)


 For it is by grace that you have been saved. 


(Ephesians 2:8 NIV)


 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 


name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins. 


(Matthew 1:21 NIV)


 Through salvation our past has been forgiven, our present is 


given meaning, and our future is secured. 


(Rick Warren)


 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation is here. All 


this is from God who reconciled us to himself through Christ. 


(2 Corinthians 5:17–18 NIV)
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Final comments


This answer includes all the features of a good evaluation. The answer has a very 


mature understanding of the diﬃculties involved in the notion of inherited sin while 


at the same time suggesting solutions based upon evidence. The conclusion makes 


sense and is consistent with the paragraphs leading up to it.


Evaluation focus  


Whether belief in original sin 


means human beings are not to 


blame for their sins


?


In this answer you:


 Should give reasoned arguments in 


support of the statement


 Should give reasoned arguments to 


support a diﬀerent point of view


 Should refer to religious arguments


 May refer to non-religious arguments


 Should reach a justiﬁed conclusion


The Book of Genesis in the Old Testament recounts the story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of 


Eden. It describes how God told Adam that he was free to eat from any tree in the garden but 


not from the tree of knowledge. If he did then he would die. However, the serpent tempted Eve 


to eat the fruit from the tree, and then she tempted Adam, who also ate. This disobedience to 


God caused a separation with God. The Christian belief is that this disobedient nature of rebellion 


against God is inherited by all human beings. 


If this is so, then I can see that it is unfair to blame anyone for their sins, as they are born with a 


bias towards disobedience of God’s rule. It is their very nature, so they cannot do anything about 


it.


 Roman Catholics believe that this original sin bias can be removed through baptism. Though 


they may still sin, it will be through their own choice.


It seems hard to believe that God blames us for sin, yet he has created us with a bias towards it. 


The whole idea of an original Adam and Eve and a garden seems to be more a picture story than 


an actual event. Descriptions of trees of knowledge and snakes talking are seen as symbolic. 


Therefore, many Christians see it as story expressing our individual rebellion against God and 


how that breaks our relationship with God. In this understanding of the story, we are to blame 


for our sins, as we deliberately go against God’s commands. It rejects the idea of an inherited bias 


that comes from Adam and Eve’s disobedience, and so rejects the traditional understanding of 


the doctrine of original sin.


Yet it does seem a common human experience that we sin. Every human being seems aware 


that they have done things they should not have done. Paul said, ‘I do not understand what I do. 


For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do.’ So perhaps we do have a bias towards 


disobedience but that still does not mean the story in Genesis is literal. We must just accept that 


we don’t know where the bias came from.


Sample answer


This part of the response 


demonstrates a logical chain of 


analysis and reasoning that is 


consistent with the arguments 


presented.


These sections demonstrate 


evidence of religious teachings from 


sources of authority and diﬀerent 


denominations.


These comments directly identify the 


focus of the debate about inherited 


disobedience.


The conclusion suggests a  


way of resolving the debate based 


upon the common understanding 


of a ‘bias’ towards disobedience 


and sin.


These comments introduce an 


alternative way of understanding 


inherited disobedience and sin.
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Evaluation focus  


Whether it is possible to be sinless 


?


Instructions


Answer the evaluation focus opposite.Make use of the Evaluation Toolkit, to help you 


build up your answer. You’ll ﬁnd useful information under convenient headings in 


the key materials box below to help you, but you can also use your own class notes.


Remember the colour-coding as follows:


 Make observations and insights   Balance arguments and counter-arguments 


 Provide evidence & examples   Include logical & consistent arguments   Come to a conclusion 


Key materials


 Possible observations and insights 


 Biblical understanding of sin – rebellion against God in thought, 


word or deed.


 Sin excludes us from the presence of God. 


 Sin is a rejection of God’s authority. 


 The story of Adam and Eve describes the ﬁrst sin.


 Possible arguments and counter-arguments 


 The traditional Christian teaching is that we all sin.


 Being tempted is not the same as being sinful.


 Original sin – we are born with a bias to sin.


 Catholics believe baptism removes original sin, so it is possible to 


not sin after baptism.


 Some people seem to live good lives and keep God’s 


commandments.


 Jesus didn’t sin, so it must be possible not to sin.


 But Jesus was God. God cannot sin.


 But Jesus was also human, so it may be possible to be sinless.


 Jesus needed to be sinless in order to save us.


 Evidence from the Bible and Christianity 


 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, 


but what I hate I do. 


(Romans 7:15 NIV)


 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth 


is not in us. 


(1 John 1:8 NIV)


 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  


(Romans 3:23 NIV)


 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 


might become the righteousness of God. 


(2 Corinthians 5:21 NIV)


 He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.  


(1 Peter 2:22 NIV)


 Possible examples 


 Jesus’ temptations.


 Our need for salvation.


 Critical analysis/logical consistency 


 The Bible makes clear that all human beings sin.


 The only example of a sinless person is Jesus.


 If the Bible is the Word of God then what it states is trustworthy.


 But is the Bible the Word of God, and even if it is, is it understood 


and interpreted in the right way?


 Possible judgements/conclusions 


 It is possible to never sin, as Jesus was human and never sinned.


 It is not possible to be sinless. All have sinned and all need saving.


 Jesus is a unique case, as he was God.


 Human experience is that we all sin.


 After death we will be made perfect and then we will not sin.


 So it is possible not to sin, but not until we have eternal life.


Further quotation:


For we do not have a high priest who is unable 


to empathise with our weaknesses, but we 


have one who has been tempted in every way, 


just as we are – yet he did not sin. 


(Hebrews 4:15 NIV)
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Final comments


This answer includes all the features of a good evaluation. Teachings and evidence 


are presented in a logical manner, and are successfully argued and supported by 


evidence and clear reasoning. The conclusion is a single question – this is clever here, 


because it suggests that the debate is unresolved.


Evaluation focus  


Whether the belief in the 


atonement is reasonable


?


In this answer you:


 Should give reasoned arguments in 


support of the statement


 Should give reasoned arguments to 


support a diﬀerent point of view


 Should refer to religious arguments


 May refer to non-religious arguments


 Should reach a justiﬁed conclusion


Since the time of Adam and Eve, Christianity teaches that human beings have rebelled and 


disobeyed God and the result is that we have all become separated from God. Christianity centres 


on the Cross, which reminds Christians that Jesus, the Son of God, was cruciﬁed. 


The Christian doctrine of the atonement is that this separation between God and human beings 


has been bridged, by God, by means of the death of Jesus. Paul wrote, ‘God presented Christ as 


a sacriﬁce of atonement, through the shedding of his blood.’ And in 1 Corinthians 15, Paul states 


that Christ died for our sins. 


So the Bible is quite clear about atonement. However, it is diﬃcult to understand how one 


person’s death on a cross can remove the barrier of sin for all people. Christians believe Jesus is 


the Son of God. So, Jesus is no ordinary person. But is it reasonable to think that Jesus is both fully 
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