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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

D.J. Lucas

always wanted to be a writer. Today D.J. is one of the most popular children’s authors around. D.J.’s books include My Teacher’s a Nutcase, winner of the Smartstart Award and I Dare You, winner of the Bitread Book Award.

Sally Grindley

the acclaimed children’s writer, is D.J.’s favourite author. Sally Grindley says, ‘I would do anything to write as well as D.J. Lucas, even lock myself in a cupboard with NO biscuits to eat!’




7th January
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This is the third year we’ll be writing to each other, and you’re still my favourite author. Can you believe it?! I bet I’m still your greatest fan.

 

[image: images]

I still think it’s amazing that you went on safari for Christmas. Did you see any elephants? You should write about elephants in your next book. They were my dad’s favourite animal. Did you know they can pick up a needle with their trunk?


 

It was brilliant being in The Wizard of Oz. James says I was the best Munchkin he’s ever seen. He’s still Mum’s boyfriend. He’s quite funny sometimes. Not as funny as Dad was, but quite funny. He hasn’t grown his yukky beard again, thank goodness. I didn’t like him when he was a hairychops.

 

Write soon and tell me what animals you saw on safari. GRRRR!
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11th January
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How time flies! It doesn’t seem like two years have gone by since you first wrote to me. You’ll have left school and I’ll be collecting my pension soon! I am very honoured that I am still your favourite author and you are still, of course, my best fan.

 

Christopher and I had a wonderful time in South Africa, and I am now a wildlife expert (well, I know a lot more than I did). We saw elephants (wonderful), lions (magnificent), a leopard (lucky us!), zebra (lots), wildebeest (hundreds), mongooses (cute), hippos (not much more than eyeballs), hyenas (ugh!), vultures (yuk!) and warthogs (ridiculous!).

 

I was exhausted after four days of trying to sleep in a tent with wild animals snuffling around outside (I dread to think what they were!) and getting up at dawn to go on safari. But I can’t wait to go again. It’s the most exhilarating thing I’ve ever done.

 

Congratulations on being the best

Munchkin ever.
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14th January
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I’m back at school – BIG GROAN! – and guess what? There are four people shorter than me in my class now. I’m overtaking everyone! James says it’s because I eat like a horse, but I said that I’ve never eaten grass in my life (joke). I like sugar lumps though.

 

Mr Hatch (Eggy) is still my teacher, and Ben and Emily are still my best friends. Jenny doesn’t speak to me any more, but I don’t care because she isn’t very nice. We’ve got a football match on Saturday. Mum and James are coming to watch so I hope I play well.

 

Have you started your new book yet? What’s it going to be about? We’re doing poetry at school this term. Do you ever write any poems?
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P.S. Marshmallow babysits a lot now because Mum and James go out a lot. She’s so funny, D.J. She wears shoes with ENORMOUS heels, she’s got her eyebrows, nose and ears pierced, and she’s got the longest scarf I’ve ever seen. She knitted it herself! She knows millions of card games, so she’s teaching me to play them.
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20th January
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I can’t tell you what my new book is going to be about, because I haven’t a clue! My publisher is desperate for me to come up with an idea, but my brain has frozen. I think it’s because of all the fuss over My Teacher’s a Nutcase and My Teacher’s a Fruitcake. It’s scared all the ideas away.

 

I’m so glad that you’re growing so fast. You deserve to after all the prodding about your consultant, Mr Poo, put you through. You’ll soon be looking down on Eggy and patting him on the head.
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P.S. I used to write lots of poetry when I was a teenager, but I haven’t recently. Poetry-writing is very different from story-writing. With poetry you have to condense all your thoughts into a tiny number of words and encourage your reader to find the meaning in the gaps. Yikes! That makes it sound terribly complicated. It can be, but in its simplest form it can also be huge fun.


25th January
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World-famous author doesn’t know what to write about! What would the newspapers say if they knew?!
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I’ve had an idea which you might like. I thought you could do a third book about your teacher, and you could call it My Teacher’s a Screwball. That’s an American expression so it might help you sell lots of books in America. What do you think?

 

We won our football match 5-0 and I scored two goals for the first time ever. Even Huge Bigbottom said well done, and he usually ignores me. I’ll have to make sure Mum and James come to all my matches to give me good luck.

 

Perhaps you could do a book of poems if you can’t think of a story to write.
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P.S. James comes to our house a lot now. I like playing computer games with him because he’s rubbish – NOT AS BAD AS MUM! – and I always beat him. I like him to show me how to make my drawings better because he’s really good at that. But he tries to sit next to Mum on the sofa so I try and get there first, and he gets all kissy kissy with her in the kitchen when he thinks I’m not looking. Yuk! I don’t think grown-ups should be allowed to kiss.


D.J. LUCAS
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2nd February
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Gosh, no more kissing for grown-ups. Christopher and I might have something to say about that!

 

It sounds as if you get on well with James really. It’s good that he spends time with you – especially if you insist upon trouncing him at computer games. I bet I’m worse at them than James or your mum. In race games I usually crash before I’ve even reached the starting line. In fact computers are a complete mystery to me. I’ve just about mastered word-processing, and that’s it.

 

Well done in the football, Max. That’s fantastic. I bet James was impressed, especially since he’s no good at sport.
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P.S. Thank you for your idea for my next book, but I suspect the title might be somewhat unacceptable in England! I’m not planning to write any more My Teacher stories. I’ve run out of mad things for her to do, and it’s all become rather confused since the film version turned her into a man.


7th February

[image: images]

 

It’s Valentine’s Day next week. I’m going to send Emily a card with a limerick in it. We’ve been doing limericks in class. They have five lines. The last line rhymes with the first two and the middle two rhyme with each other. It’s really difficult to think of words that rhyme with each other.

 

This is what I’ve written.
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It’s a bit soppy but I think Emily will like it. I bet you get loads of Valentine cards from all your fans. I only get one, and that’s from Mum. I always send her one too, and I expect James will as well this year. I hope Emily sends me one.
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