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  CHRONOLOGY




  

    

      	

        1485


      



      	

        Henry Tudor defeats and kills Richard III at Bosworth and becomes King Henry VII. Sweating sickness appears in London.


      

    




    

      	

        1486–7


      



      	

        Revolt of Lambert Simnel and the Earl of Lincoln suppressed by Henry VII.


      

    




    

      	

        1489


      



      	

        Henry VII refuses to finance Columbus’s voyage across the Atlantic.


      

    




    

      	

        1490–1510


      



      	

        Extensive building in brick, with new building methods.


      

    




    

      	

        1492


      



      	

        Henry VII’s expedition to Boulogne. Treaty of Etaples.


      

    




    

      	

        1494


      



      	

        Syphilis first appears in Naples.


      

    




    

      	

        1495


      



      	

        Execution of Sir William Stanley.


      

    




    

      	

        1495–7


      



      	

        Perkin Warbeck’s invasions of England.


      

    




    

      	

        1496


      



      	

        Statute of Labourers regulates wages and hours of work.


      

    




    

      	

        1497


      



      	

        John Cabot sails to Newfoundland. Building of Canterbury Cathedral tower completed.


      

    




    

      	

        1498


      



      	

        Sheen Palace burned; rebuilt as Richmond Palace.


      

    




    

      	

        1499


      



      	

        Execution of Perkin Warbeck and the Earl of Warwick.


      

    




    

      	

        1501


      



      	

        Marriage of Arthur, Prince of Wales, to Catherine of Aragon.


      

    




    

      	

        1502


      



      	

        Death of Arthur, Prince of Wales.


      

    




    

      	

        1509


      



      	

        Death of Henry VII. Accession of Henry VIII, who marries Catherine of Aragon.


      

    




    

      	

        1510


      



      	

        New Sumptuary Law regulates the dress to be worn by the different classes.


      

    




    

      	

        1512


      



      	

        Wolsey becomes Henry VIII’s chief minister. Expedition to Fuentarrabia; English troops mutiny because of lack of beer. College of Physicians founded.


      

    




    

      	

        1513


      



      	

        Henry VIII invades France; the Earl of Surrey defeats and kills James IV of Scotland at Flodden.


      

    




    

      	

        1514


      



      	

        Marriage of Henry VIII’s sister Mary to Louis XII of France. Wolsey begins to build Hampton Court and York Place (later Whitehall).


      

    




    

      	

        1515


      



      	

        Henry VIII’s sister Mary marries the Duke of Suffolk.


      

    




    

      	

        1516


      



      	

        Sir Thomas More’s book Utopia published. Birth of Henry VIII’s daughter Mary.


      

    




    

      	

        1517–18


      



      	

        Virulent outbreak of the sweating sickness in England.


      

    




    

      	

        1519–21


      



      	

        Magellan’s expedition from Spain sails round the world.


      

    




    

      	

        1520


      



      	

        Henry VIII meets Francis I of France at the Field of Cloth-of-gold.


      

    




    

      	

        1521


      



      	

        Execution of the Duke of Buckingham.


      

    




    

      	

        1525


      



      	

        William Tyndale translates the New Testament into English; it is illegally smuggled into England from the Netherlands.


      

    




    

      	

        1525–30


      



      	

        Anne Boleyn introduces the fashion of the French hood for women.


      

    




    

      	

        1527


      



      	

        Henry VIII begins divorce proceedings against Catherine of Aragon.


      

    




    

      	

        1528


      



      	

        Renewed outbreak of sweating sickness.


      

    




    

      	

        1529


      



      	

        Fall of Wolsey. The Reformation Parliament meets.


      

    




    

      	

        (1529?)


      



      	

        Morality play, Everyman, performed.


      

    




    

      	

        1530


      



      	

        Intensification of the suppression of the English Bible. New severe legislation against vagabonds. Death of Wolsey, while being brought as a prisoner to London.


      

    




    

      	

        1530–40


      



      	

        Bishop Vesey builds houses for labourers in Sutton Coldfield.


      

    




    

      	

        1531


      



      	

        Henry VIII separates from Catherine of Aragon, and Anne Boleyn lives with him as his mistress.


      

    




    

      	

        1533


      



      	

        Henry VIII marries Anne Boleyn, who becomes Queen. Repudiation of Papal supremacy over the Church of England. Birth of Henry VIII’s daughter, the future Elizabeth I.

        Thomas Cromwell becomes Henry VIII’s chief minister.


      

    




    

      	

        1535


      



      	

        Execution of Bishop Fisher, Sir Thomas More, and the Carthusian monks. Henry VIII cuts his hair short and grows a beard. Nicholas Udall’s play, Ralph Roister

        Doister, performed.


      

    




    

      	

        1536


      



      	

        Execution of Anne Boleyn. Henry VIII marries Jane Seymour.


      

    




    

      	

        1536–9


      



      	

        Suppression of monasteries.


      

    




    

      	

        1536–7


      



      	

        Revolt of the Pilgrimage of Grace in Lincolnshire and Yorkshire.


      

    




    

      	

        1536–44


      



      	

        Housing legislation deals with slum property.


      

    




    

      	

        1537


      



      	

        Birth of Edward VI. Death of Jane Seymour. Henry VIII permits the publication of the English translation of the Bible.


      

    




    

      	

        1538


      



      	

        Execution of Cardinal Pole’s family.


      

    




    

      	

        1538–46


      



      	

        Henry VIII builds Nonesuch Palace.


      

    




    

      	

        1539


      



      	

        Act of the Six Articles against the Protestants.


      

    




    

      	

        1540


      



      	

        Henry VIII marries and divorces Anne of Cleves. Fall and execution of Thomas Cromwell, and intensified persecution of Protestants. Henry VIII marries Katherine Howard.

        Foundation of the College of Surgeons. The hottest summer within living memory.


      

    




    

      	

        1540–50


      



      	

        Beards and short hair become general. Hose gives way to trunk hose in men’s dress.


      

    




    

      	

        1541


      



      	

        Execution of the Countess of Salisbury. Henry VIII’s journey to York. Katherine Howard arrested for adultery; execution of her lovers.


      

    




    

      	

        1542


      



      	

        Execution of Katherine Howard.


      

    




    

      	

        1543


      



      	

        Severe restrictions on reading of the English Bible. Renewed persecution of Protestants; the Windsor heretics burned. Henry VIII marries Katherine Parr.


      

    




    

      	

        1544


      



      	

        English troops burn Edinburgh. Henry VIII captures Boulogne.


      

    




    

      	

        1545


      



      	

        French threaten to invade England; Mary Rose sunk. Henry VIII suppresses London hospitals. Henry Brinkelow illegally publishes The Complaint of Roderick

        Mors. The Spanish farthingale first worn by ladies at the English court.


      

    




    

      	

        1545–56


      



      	

        Inflation; prices rise by 100 per cent in ten years.


      

    




    

      	

        1545–70


      



      	

        Gentlemen wear increasingly large ruffs.


      

    




    

      	

        1546


      



      	

        Burning of Anne Askew and other Protestants. Henry VIII suppresses the Catholic faction in his Council.


      

    




    

      	

        1547


      



      	

        Death of Henry VIII; accession of Edward VI, with the Duke of Somerset as Lord Protector. Somerset and Archbishop Cranmer take the first steps to make England a Protestant

        nation. Statute making vagabonds slaves (repealed in 1550).


      

    




    

      	

        1549


      



      	

        First Book of Common Prayer suppresses the Catholic Mass. Catholic revolt in Devon and Cornwall suppressed. Kett’s agrarian revolt in Norfolk suppressed.




        The Earl of Warwick (later Duke of Northumberland) overthrows Somerset.


      

    




    

      	

        1550


      



      	

        Act against unlawful assemblies. Workhouses for vagabonds introduced.


      

    




    

      	

        1550–3


      



      	

        Consumer protection legislation increases.


      

    




    

      	

        1551


      



      	

        Last great visitation of the sweating sickness.


      

    




    

      	

        1552


      



      	

        Execution of Somerset. The Second Book of Common Prayer introduces a more extreme form of Protestantism. The play Gammer Gurton’s Needle produced.


      

    




    

      	

        1553


      



      	

        Willoughby and Chancellor sail from London to find the North-east Passage.


      

    




    

      	

        1553


      



      	

        Death of Edward VI; Jane Grey proclaimed Queen; Mary Tudor defeats Jane Grey, and becomes Queen.




        Execution of Northumberland; Protestant leaders arrested.




        The Catholic Mass restored.


      

    




    

      	

        1554


      



      	

        Sir Thomas Wyatt leads a Protestant revolt in Kent. Suppression of Wyatt’s revolt; Jane Grey executed; Elizabeth sent to the Tower.




        Chancellor received in Moscow by Ivan the Terrible.




        Mary marries Philip of Spain, who becomes King of England.




        Cardinal Pole returns from exile and reunites England to Rome.


      

    




    

      	

        1555


      



      	

        Burning of Protestants begins; Rogers and Hooper burned.




        False report that Mary is pregnant.




        Ridley and Latimer burned at Oxford.


      

    




    

      	

        1555–8


      



      	

        280 Protestants burned.


      

    




    

      	

        1555–87


      



      	

        Sir William Cecil (later Lord Burghley) rebuilds Burghley House at Stamford.


      

    




    

      	

        1556


      



      	

        Cranmer burned at Oxford.


      

    




    

      	

        1558


      



      	

        The French capture Calais. John Knox publishes four books in Geneva which justify Protestant revolutions against Catholic rulers.




        Death of Mary; accession of Elizabeth I, with Cecil as Secretary of State.


      

    




    

      	

        1559


      



      	

        Elizabeth I repudiates Papal supremacy and makes England once again a Protestant nation; Third Book of Common Prayer published.




        Protestant revolution in Scotland.




        Elizabeth I sends William Winter and a fleet to the Firth of Forth to help the Scottish revolutionaries.


      

    




    

      	

        1560


      



      	

        Treaty of Edinburgh ends French control of Scotland and makes Scotland a Protestant nation. Death of Amy Robsart; Lord Robert Dudley suspected of her murder.


      

    




    

      	

        1560–75


      



      	

        Trunk hose, in men’s clothes, give way to breeches (‘Venetians’).


      

    




    

      	

        1561


      



      	

        Mary, Queen of Scots, returns from France to Scotland.


      

    




    

      	

        1561–4


      



      	

        Anthony Jenkinson’s voyage to Russia, Khiva and Persia.


      

    




    

      	

        1562


      



      	

        John Hawkins and Francis Drake go on their first slave-trading voyage to Guinea. Sackville and Norton’s play Gorbaduc produced.


      

    




    

      	

        1562–3


      



      	

        Elizabeth I intervenes disastrously in the French civil war.


      

    




    

      	

        1563


      



      	

        A new Statute of Labourers fixes wages and hours of work.


      

    




    

      	

        1563–4


      



      	

        17,000 die of plague in London.


      

    




    

      	

        1563–75


      



      	

        Cecil builds another house, Theolbands, near Cheshunt.


      

    




    

      	

        1566


      



      	

        Outbreak of Protestant revolt in the Netherlands against the rule of Philip II of Spain.


      

    




    

      	

        1567


      



      	

        Murder of Darnley; Mary Queen of Scots deposed and imprisoned in Scotland. Sir John Thynne begins building his house at Longleat.


      

    




    

      	

        1568


      



      	

        Severe repression of Protestants in the Netherlands by the Duke of Alva. Hawkins and Drake attacked by Spaniards in the West Indies.




        Elizabeth I seizes Alva’s treasure-ships; Alva seizes English property in the Netherlands.


      

    




    

      	

        1568–9


      



      	

        Thomas Randolph’s mission as ambassador to Moscow.


      

    




    

      	

        1569–72


      



      	

        Hostility and economic sanctions between England and Spain.


      

    




    

      	

        1569


      



      	

        Catholic rising in the North suppressed by Elizabeth I.


      

    




    

      	

        1570


      



      	

        Pope Pius V’s Bull excommunicating and deposing Elizabeth I.


      

    




    

      	

        1572


      



      	

        Massacre of St Bartholomew of Protestants by Catholics in Paris. New outbreak of Protestant revolt in the Netherlands.


      

    




    

      	

        1574


      



      	

        The Earl of Leicester authorizes his players to act before the public in the London inns.


      

    




    

      	

        1575


      



      	

        Sir Humphrey Stafford builds Kirby Hall in Northamptonshire.


      

    




    

      	

        1576


      



      	

        First compulsory contribution imposed for alms for the impotent poor.


      

    




    

      	

        1576–8


      



      	

        Martin Frobisher’s voyages to find the North-west Passage.


      

    




    

      	

        1577


      



      	

        James Burbage opens The Theatre in Finsbury Fields.


      

    




    

      	

        1577–80


      



      	

        Drake sails round the world.


      

    




    

      	

        1579–81


      



      	

        Revolt in Munster, Ireland, suppressed.


      

    




    

      	

        1580


      



      	

        Massacre of Spanish prisoners at Smerwick in Ireland. Men begin to wear their cloaks ‘Collywestonwise’. The French farthingale replaces the Spanish farthingale

        in women’s dress.


      

    




    

      	

        1584


      



      	

        Elizabeth I expels the Spanish ambassador. Assassination of William the Silent by a Catholic agent in the Netherlands.


      

    




    

      	

        1585


      



      	

        Treaty of Nonesuch between Elizabeth I and the Dutch Protestants. Leicester leads an army of English troops to help the Protestants in the Netherlands. Very large ruffs

        begin to come into fashion.


      

    




    

      	

        1585–6


      



      	

        Drake’s expedition to the West Indies; he loots and burns Cartagena.


      

    




    

      	

        1585–7


      



      	

        John Davis’s expeditions to find the North-west Passage.


      

    




    

      	

        1585–97


      



      	

        Elizabeth Hardwick, Countess of Shrewsbury, rebuilds Hardwick Hall in Derbyshire.


      

    




    

      	

        1586


      



      	

        The Babington plot; trial of Mary, Queen of Scots.


      

    




    

      	

        1586–8


      



      	

        Thomas Cavendish sails round the world.


      

    




    

      	

        1587


      



      	

        Execution of Mary, Queen of Scots. Drake attacks the Spanish Armada in Cadiz harbour. Marlowe’s play, Tamburlaine, produced in London.


      

    




    

      	

        1588


      



      	

        Defeat of the Spanish Armada and Philip II’s plan to invade England. Sir Francis Willoughby, the coalowner, completes the building of Wollaton Hall near

        Nottingham.


      

    




    

      	

        1589


      



      	

        Failure of the English expedition to liberate Portugal from the Spaniards. Assassination of Henry III of France by a monk; Henry of Navarre’s right to succeed to the

        throne as Henry IV challenged by the Catholics because he is a Protestant. Elizabeth sends troops to help Henry IV in France. Thomas Kyd’s play, The Spanish Tragedy, produced

        in London. Richard Hakluyt’s book, The Principal Navigations of the English Nation, published.


      

    




    

      	

        1589–97


      



      	

        Legislation to provide housing for agricultural labourers.


      

    




    

      	

        1591


      



      	

        Sir Richard Grenville killed in sea-battle with Spaniards off the Azores. The Earl of Essex leads English troops to help Henry IV against the Spaniards and Catholics in

        France.


      

    




    

      	

        1592


      



      	

        Shakespeare’s first play, Henry VI, Part III, performed in Southwark.


      

    




    

      	

        1592–1602


      



      	

        Twenty-four of Shakespeare’s plays performed in Southwark.


      

    




    

      	

        1593


      



      	

        Henry IV of France becomes a Catholic.


      

    




    

      	

        1594–7


      



      	

        Four wet summers in England cause bad harvests and inflation. Food prices rise by 10 per cent per annum every year.


      

    




    

      	

        1594–1603


      



      	

        Hugh O’Neill, Earl of Tyrone’s, rebellion in Ireland.


      

    




    

      	

        1595


      



      	

        Sir Walter Raleigh’s expedition to the River Orinoco in South America. Tobacco smoking becomes very popular in England.


      

    




    

      	

        1595–6


      



      	

        Hawkins and Drake both die of disease while leading an expedition to the West Indies.


      

    




    

      	

        1596


      



      	

        An English expedition, under Essex, captures and burns Cadiz.


      

    




    

      	

        1597


      



      	

        New Poor Law legislation extends relief to the impotent poor (re-enacted in 1601).


      

    




    

      	

        1598


      



      	

        Ben Jonson’s play, Every man in his humour, produced in Southwark with Shakespeare acting the part of old Knowell.


      

    




    

      	

        1599


      



      	

        Essex’s unsuccessful expedition to Ireland; fall of Essex.


      

    




    

      	

        1601


      



      	

        Essex’s rebellion; his supporters perform Shakespeare’s Richard II; defeat and execution of Essex.


      

    




    

      	

        1602


      



      	

        Spanish expedition to Ireland defeated at Kinsale.


      

    




    

      	

        1603


      



      	

        Death of Elizabeth I; accession of James VI of Scotland as James I of England. Lord Howard de Walden (later Earl of Suffolk) begins building Audley Hall in Essex. 38,000

        die of plague in London.
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  THE TUDOR FAMILY




  THE TUDOR AGE began on 7 August 1485, when Henry Tudor, Earl of Richmond, landed at Milford Haven at the

  head of an army of 2,000 soldiers, intending to overthrow Richard III and make himself King of England in Richard’s place.




  Henry Tudor’s claim to the throne was very dubious. His grandfather, Owain ap Meredith ap Tewdwr, was a Welsh gentleman who had enlisted in Henry V’s army and fought in the great

  victory of Agincourt. Like all Welshmen, Owain had only patronymics, and no surname; but in England they treated his grandfather’s name, Tewdwr, as if it were Owain’s surname, and

  called him Owen Tudor. When Henry V died in 1422, and his nine-month-old son became King Henry VI, Owen became an officer in the baby King’s bodyguard.




  The Queen Mother was the French Princess whom Henry V had married after his conquest of France – Shakespeare’s ‘fair Katherine of France’. She was only twenty when she

  became a widow, and within a few years she had noticed Owen Tudor. According to a story which was current at the time, or shortly afterwards, she first heard about him when she was told that he was

  trying to seduce one of her ladies-in-waiting, and had made an assignation to meet the lady in a gallery in the palace. The indignant Queen Mother decided to teach Owen a lesson

  by disguising herself as the lady-in-waiting and administering him a sharp rebuff. Instead, she fell in love with him. Whatever the truth of this story, there is no doubt that she became his

  mistress, and they were probably secretly married.




  The Duke of Gloucester, who was Lord Protector for the infant King, was very angry that Owen had presumed to marry the Queen Dowager without his consent. Owen was eventually clapped into prison,

  and Katherine was forced to retire to a convent, where she died at an early age; but before this, they had had three sons and one daughter. When Henry VI became old enough to exercise the royal

  power himself he released Owen from prison. Henry maintained very friendly relations with his Tudor half-brothers, and created Edmund Tudor, the eldest son of Owen and Katherine, Earl of

  Richmond.




  The children of the Queen Mother by a subsequent marriage to a commoner had of course no claim at all to the throne; but Edmund Tudor married Lady Margaret Beaufort, who was the

  great-granddaughter of King Edward III’s son, John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, by John of Gaunt’s mistress, Katherine Swynford. John of Gaunt married Katherine Swynford, after the

  death of his first wife, and a special Act of Parliament was passed which legitimized their bastard children; but there was a provision in the Act that although the children were to be regarded as

  legitimate, they were not entitled to succeed to the crown of England.




  Margaret Beaufort was only twelve when she married Edmund Tudor, and in January 1437, when she was thirteen, she gave birth to her son, Henry Tudor. By this time, Henry VI’s right to the

  throne had been challenged by Richard Duke of York. Henry VI was descended from John of Gaunt, who was Edward III’s fourth son, by John of Gaunt’s first wife. The Duke of York was

  descended on his father’s side from Edward III’s fifth son, but on his mother’s side from Edward’s third son, so in law his claim to the throne was better than Henry

  VI’s. This led to civil war between the Yorkists and the Lancastrians. Today we call this civil war the Wars of the Roses, because the Yorkists adopted a white rose, and

  the Lancastrians a red rose, as their emblems. The chroniclers who wrote about the war in the sixteenth century called it ‘the Wars between the Royal Houses of York and Lancaster’; but,

  contrary to what has sometimes been stated, the phrase ‘the wars between the Roses’ was occasionally used in the Tudor Age.




  By 1471 the Yorkists had won the Wars of the Roses, and their leader, Edward Duke of York, had become King Edward IV. He imprisoned and murdered Henry VI; and Henry VI’s son, Edward Prince

  of Wales, was killed in battle. The only surviving Lancastrian who had any claim to the throne was Henry Tudor, Earl of Richmond. He escaped abroad, and became a refugee in Brittany, which for a

  few more years, until 1491, remained a sovereign state independent of France.




  Before long, the victorious Yorkists were quarrelling among themselves. When Edward IV died, his brother, Richard Duke of Gloucester, alleged that Edward’s infant children were bastards,

  and made himself King Richard III. He had several of the leading Yorkist nobles beheaded, and based his support chiefly on the gentlemen of Yorkshire, which he had governed for Edward IV. It was

  widely believed at the time, both in England and abroad, that he murdered Edward IV’s two children in the Tower of London; and he never disproved this by parading the children through the

  streets of London, which everyone would have expected him to do if they had still been alive.




  After Henry Tudor became King Henry VII, it was officially announced that Richard III had murdered the children, and this has been generally believed for five hundred years; but a few writers in

  the seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth centuries thought that Richard was innocent, and that the children were murdered after his death by Henry VII. Since 1930, this theory has been put

  forward more vigorously than ever before; but most historians who have examined the question in depth believe that Richard was guilty. The case against Richard is much stronger than the case against anyone else. There is not a shred of evidence that Henry VII murdered the children, and he was never accused of it by any of his enemies during his lifetime.




  The Yorkist nobility in the south of England, after fighting in the Wars of the Roses, were not easily shocked by crimes and atrocities; but they were shocked that Richard III had murdered his

  nephews, and were perhaps even more shocked by the prospect that they themselves might be murdered by Richard and their lands given to his northern supporters. Some of them plotted to overthrow

  Richard and place Henry Tudor, Earl of Richmond, on the throne; and to strengthen Henry’s claim and win Yorkist support, they planned that he should marry Edward IV’s daughter,

  Elizabeth of York, who was being held by Richard, virtually as a prisoner, at the castle of Sheriffhutton in Yorkshire.




  On Christmas Day 1483, Henry Tudor took an oath in Rennes Cathedral in Brittany that if he became King of England he would marry Elizabeth of York. Richard persuaded the Duke of Brittany to

  extradite Henry Tudor; but Henry escaped to France, and by the summer of 1485 he had assembled, with the help of the King of France, an army of 2,000 men. Apart from a few Lancastrian supporters

  who were refugees in France, his force consisted of Breton, French and Scottish mercenaries, under the command of the Breton general, Philibert de Chaudée. Although he set out to win the

  crown of England with this army composed almost entirely of French and Scots, the hated national enemies of the English, he was relying on the support of Englishmen, both Yorkists and Lancastrians,

  whom he hoped would join him because they hated Richard III.




  He sailed from Harfleur, and after a six-day voyage landed at Milford Haven on Sunday 7 August 1485. His original plan was to march as quickly as possible towards London to encourage the people

  to rise in his support; but he heard at Milford Haven that Sir Walter Herbert, who supported Richard, was at Carmarthen with an army, barring his road to England and preparing to advance on Milford

  Haven. He did not wish to fight a battle until more supporters had joined him, so he marched north, along the shores of Cardigan Bay, till he reached Machynlleth. Despite his

  Welsh origin, very few Welshmen joined him.




  It was said, at the time, that near Machynlleth he met the local bard, David Llwyd ap Llewellyn, and asked him to foretell whether his expedition would end in victory or defeat. David said that

  he could not give an immediate answer, but would think about it during the night, and tell Henry before he marched on next morning. David discussed the problem with his wife. She told him to tell

  Henry that he would be victorious, because if he foretold this, and Henry did in fact win, Henry would reward him for his prophecy; but that if Henry lost, he would not survive to reproach David

  for his error. David followed her advice. Whether this story is true or not, there is no doubt that David was made a gentleman of Henry’s bodyguard soon after the victory.




  From Machynlleth, Henry marched due east through Wales. His army moved quickly, and eight days after their landing at Milford Haven had reached Shrewsbury, having marched 115 miles in eight

  days. Henry was very worried, for he had completely failed to rally support; but at Shrewsbury his luck changed, and as he moved more slowly, by Newport, Stafford and Lichfield, to Tamworth, his

  English supporters came to him. By the time he reached Atherstone in Warwickshire on 21 August, his army had increased to 3,000 men. Richard III, who had advanced from Nottingham to meet him, was

  seven miles away in the village of Sutton Cheney in Leicestershire. He had an army of 18,000 men, but 8,000 of them were the followers of Lord Stanley, who had married Margaret Beaufort after

  Edmund Tudor’s death. Stanley had a secret meeting with Henry Tudor at Atherstone, but had not yet definitely made up his mind on which side he and his men would fight.




  On the morning of Monday 22 August, the armies of Richard and Henry fought a battle which was named the Battle of Bosworth from the nearby village of Market Bosworth. There has recently been

  some dispute over the site of the battle, but it was almost certainly at the foot of Ambion Hill, about half a mile west of Sutton Cheney. As Richard’s men charged down the

  hill, Henry’s brave and seasoned soldiers had difficulty in holding their ground against a force about twice their size. But Lord Stanley’s brother William and his 8,000 men were

  watching the battle from a position on the north of the battlefield, and were apparently remaining neutral. In desperation, Henry, escorted by a small bodyguard, galloped over to Stanley’s

  position to tell Stanley that it was now or never, and to urge him to join in the battle at once on his side. Richard, at the top of Ambion Hill, saw what Henry was doing, and charged down on him

  at the head of his men. At that moment, Sir William Stanley attacked Richard on his flank. His intervention decided the issue. Richard cut his way through to within a few yards of Henry, but there

  he was killed. In those two or three minutes, the course of English history was settled.




  After his victory, Henry sent men to fetch Elizabeth of York from Sheriffhutton, while he marched to London. There he summoned a Parliament, which immediately passed an Act declaring that he was

  the rightful King of England. This had become the usual practice whenever a new King had succeeded in wresting the throne of England from the former King; but Henry’s claim to the throne was

  so questionable that neither he nor Parliament, nor any of his spokesmen and supporters, ever stated the grounds on which he based his title. His wife Elizabeth, the Yorkist heiress, was in law the

  rightful sovereign; but Henry did not wish to become King by right of his Yorkist wife, and made a point of postponing his marriage to her until after he had been crowned King and had exercised the

  royal power for five months as an unmarried man. It was not easy for him to argue that he was the lawful heir through his mother’s descent from John of Gaunt and Katherine Swynford, since the

  Act of Parliament which legitimized their children had expressly stated that they and their descendants could not succeed to the crown; and even if they could, what right had Henry to be King while

  his mother was still alive? He seems to have thought at one time of claiming the throne by right of conquest; but the Act of Parliament merely stated that he was undoubtedly the

  rightful King, and that the truth of his claim had been proved by the fact that God had given him victory on the field of battle.




  But his throne was not yet secure. He was threatened by several revolts of supporters of pretenders to the throne who claimed that they were Yorkist Princes; the most formidable was Perkin

  Warbeck, who passed himself off as Richard, Duke of York, the murdered son of Edward IV. But Henry eventually succeeded in defeating all his opponents, and when Perkin was captured in 1497 and

  executed two years later, the Wars of the Roses were over at last.




  There is little doubt that the people of England were shocked by the Wars of the Roses, though it may well be that, like other traumatic historical events, they seemed more terrible in

  retrospect to the next two or three generations than they had done to those living and taking part in them at the time. If we reckon them as beginning with the first battle at St Albans in 1433 and

  not ending until Perkin Warbeck was finally defeated in 1497, they lasted for forty-two years, although there were long periods of peace between the campaigns, and fighting was not going on for

  more than eighteen months of these forty-two years. All the battles took place in only a dozen of the forty counties of England, for apart from the battles in Northumberland in 1464 and Perkin

  Warbeck’s defeat at Exeter, the wars were fought entirely in the Midlands, in the area between Hertfordshire and South Yorkshire; but the nobles who took part in them called up many of their

  tenants to join the armies. The losses among the combatants were heavy, as both sides usually murdered their prisoners, particularly their aristocratic prisoners, after their victories; and if the

  contemporary reports are accurate, no less than 75,000 men were killed, which is as high a proportion of the population as the casualties suffered in the First World War.




  The constantly recurring civil wars between members of the royal family, who murdered their cousins and stuck up their severed heads, arms and legs over the gates of various

  English towns, did not seem right to the people; and the Tudors had good reason to remind their subjects of the horrors of the wars, and of the evils which would return if their royal dictatorship

  was relaxed, and the realm relapsed again into anarchy. When Eustace Chapuys, the ambassador in England of the Holy Roman Emperor, Charles V, was trying in 1533 to prevent Henry VIII from divorcing

  his wife, Catherine of Aragon, and marrying Anne Boleyn, he warned Henry’s Privy Council that this policy could lead to civil war in England, and ‘that heretofore the Roses had troubled

  the kingdom, but now it seemed they desired to sharpen the thorns of the Roses’.




  Sixty years after Chapuys, Shakespeare, in his play The Third Part of King Henry VI, showed the horror of the Wars of the Roses, in which a soldier discovered that the enemy whom he had

  just killed was his own father, while another soldier similarly discovered that he had just killed his son; in the scene, the ‘Son that hath killed his Father’ and the ‘Father

  that hath killed his Son’ exchange condolences. This would have been quite possible if the fathers and sons had joined the households of different lords, for in battle they would have worn

  helmets with visors which concealed all their faces except for the eyes.




  Perhaps the most important result of the Wars of the Roses was their psychological effect on the Englishmen of the Tudor Age. The subjects of Henry VIII and Elizabeth I believed that such evils

  could only be prevented by absolute obedience to royal autocracy, and that the execution of a few traitors every year or so was a small price to pay to prevent another civil war.




  Henry VII succeeded in defeating all the revolts against him, and in ruling over an increasingly prosperous England. He was one of the shrewdest and wisest of English kings. He was remarkably

  merciful to his enemies. He occasionally put to death some more or less innocent person whom he regarded as a dangerous rival. He had no more compunction about ordering the execution of the young

  Earl of Warwick, who as the son of Edward IV’s brother, the Duke of Clarence, was a possible claimant of the crown, than in beheading his stepfather’s brother, Sir

  William Stanley, whose intervention had saved him at Bosworth, when he suspected that Stanley was plotting against him. But although he was confronted with three serious revolts, as well as with

  several conspiracies, he only put to death a handful of the defeated rebels and traitors. This is an extraordinary contrast to the wholesale killing of prisoners during the Wars of the Roses and

  the hundreds of rebels and traitors who were executed by his son Henry VIII and his granddaughter Elizabeth I, each of whom faced only one serious revolt during their reigns.




  Henry VII’s foreign policy was cautious, pacific and successful. He was involved in only two wars during his twenty-four-year reign. One was against France in support of his ally, the Duke

  of Brittany, which he ended within a few months on favourable terms. The second was against the Scots, who ravaged Northumberland in support of Perkin Warbeck. Henry made peace with the Scots, and

  married his daughter Margaret to King James IV of Scotland. He made an alliance with King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain, who had united the kingdoms of Castile and Aragon and conquered the

  Moorish kingdom of Granada to create Spain as a new nation; and he married his son Arthur, Prince of Wales, to Ferdinand and Isabella’s daughter, Catherine of Aragon. England’s

  traditional ally, the Habsburg Holy Roman Emperor who governed the Netherlands, had supported the Yorkist cause and at first encouraged the revolts of the Yorkist pretenders against Henry; but

  Henry eventually persuaded the Emperor to revive the old alliance with England and to extradite his rebels.




  Despite his successes at home and abroad, Henry became very unpopular towards the end of his reign. His nobles and knights were dissatisfied with his pacific foreign policy, and were disgusted

  when he led them to the siege of Boulogne and then brought them home without fighting a battle or suffering more than a handful of casualties, even though he induced the French to sign a peace by

  which they paid him an annual tribute in money and the cost of his military operations. The people of all classes grumbled at the heavy taxes which he imposed. More than a

  hundred years later, when Francis Bacon wrote his History of the Reign of King Henry VII, people remembered the taxes extorted by Henry’s Lord Chancellor and Archbishop of

  Canterbury, Cardinal Morton. ‘Morton’s Fork’ was the trick by which landowners were assessed for tax according to their annual expenditure. If they lived lavishly they were told

  that this showed that they were wealthy and could afford to pay large amounts in tax; if they lived frugally, this showed that they did not need a great deal of money, and could therefore similarly

  afford to pay high taxes. But in fact, Morton never operated such a system; and if there was any basis at all for the story of ‘Morton’s Fork’, it was in an idea that was

  envisaged at one time by another of Henry VII’s ministers, Richard Foxe, Bishop of Winchester.




  Because of the large amounts which Henry VII collected in taxes, he was – or at least made people think that he was – immensely rich. The foreign ambassadors at his court wrote that

  he was by far the richest king in Christendom, and stories about his great wealth were always circulating. Modern historians today deny this, and say that, far from being the richest, he was one of

  the poorest kings. They do not explain why, if he was not in fact rich, all his contemporaries believed he was, and were always borrowing money from him and from his son, Henry VIII, when he

  inherited his father’s throne and wealth. The explanation is probably that when Henry VII’s contemporaries said that he was rich, they meant that he had a great hoard of gold, whereas

  the modern historians are thinking in terms of economic resources.




  But it is wrong to think of Henry VII as a miser, or as a shabby, unimpressive king who was too mean to live in a grand style. He dressed in splendid and costly garments, and put on a suitable

  display of wealth at court; and, being deeply religious, he spent a great deal of money in building a new chapel in Westminster Abbey as well as a new palace at Richmond. He was

  devoted to his wife, Elizabeth of York, whose placid beauty was so greatly admired by those who saw her; and as far as we know, he was never unfaithful to her. When their eldest son, Arthur, died

  at the age of fifteen, Henry and Elizabeth were heartbroken, and drew even closer to each other in their grief. Elizabeth’s death two years later was another blow to Henry. His health soon

  gave way, and after surviving a series of critical illnesses, he died, five years after his wife, on 21 April 1509, at the age of fifty-two.




  All the children of Henry VII and Elizabeth of York who survived their infancy were vigorous and powerful characters. Arthur died too young for us to know what he was like, and only four months

  after his marriage to Catherine of Aragon. Twenty-five years later, the great issue in the divorce proceedings between Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragon was whether Catherine’s marriage to

  Arthur had been consummated. Catherine always strongly denied it, and most historians have believed her; but she was quite capable of lying in the interests of her dynasty and the foreign policy of

  her nephew, the Emperor Charles V, and there is some evidence that her fifteen-year-old husband, Arthur, had indeed consummated the marriage with youthful gusto.




  Henry VII’s two daughters, Margaret and Mary, were strong-minded women. Margaret married King James IV of Scotland. She was twenty-four when her husband was killed at Flodden while waging

  war on her brother, Henry VIII. She became the regent for her one-year-old son, James V, but was forced to flee to England after antagonizing the Scottish nobles by marrying Archibald Douglas, Earl

  of Angus, less than a year after the death of James IV. Soon afterwards she fell in love with a handsome young nobleman, Henry Stewart, Lord Methven, and became involved in a matrimonial quarrel

  and protracted divorce proceedings with her pro-English husband, Angus, which not only sparked off a new civil war in Scotland but completely disrupted Henry VIII’s foreign policy. Margaret

  paid no heed at all when Henry, forgetting all about his own matrimonial difficulties, severely reprimanded her for being unfaithful to her husband.




  Henry’s other daughter, Mary, was only eighteen when Henry VIII married her to the aged and decrepit King Louis XII of France under a clause in the peace treaty which ended his first war

  against the French. But King Louis died three months after the marriage, and Mary, without asking Henry VIII’s consent, married Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, the English ambassador in

  France, with whom she had been in love for some time. Henry was incensed, and for a time it seemed as if Suffolk might be severely punished; but he was soon persuaded to forgive Suffolk and allow

  the marriage to Mary, chiefly because of the skilful way in which Mary handled the situation with just the right mixture of courage, defiance and submission. She lived very happily with Suffolk for

  eighteen years, at court and at his house of Westhorpe in Suffolk, until she died at the age of thirty-seven.




  Both his personality and his position made Henry VII’s second son, Henry VIII, the most formidable of his children. When his brother Arthur died, Henry became the heir to the throne, and

  he succeeded Henry VII as King two months before his eighteenth birthday. His accession was welcomed with great enthusiasm by his people, particularly by intellectuals like Lord Mountjoy and Thomas

  More; and he increased his popularity by executing his father’s hated ministers, Richard Empson and Edmund Dudley, who were considered responsible for the oppressive taxation of Henry

  VII’s reign.




  Henry VIII was 6 foot 4 inches tall, and broad-shouldered, with very fair skin, as soft as a woman’s, red hair, and a thin, high-pitched voice. He hunted every day, except when prevented

  by the weather, and sometimes chased stags for thirty miles without alighting from his horses. He was a fine archer, and could compete at the butts with the best bowmen of his guard; and he

  excelled at jousting in tournaments. He nevertheless found time to attend Mass five times a day. In the evenings, he attended masques and balls, and often sat up late into the night gambling at cards and dice. His appetite for food and drink was enormous.




  He was an intellectual as well as an athlete. He wrote books on theology, and was very musical, playing the lute and composing love-songs and church music. He patronized intellectuals like Colet

  and More, and by bringing the eminent foreign writers Erasmus and Vives, and the artist Hans Holbein the younger, to England, he was partly responsible for introducing the Renaissance into his

  kingdom.




  Throughout his reign, he had a succession of able ministers – Cardinal Wolsey, Thomas Cromwell and Stephen Gardiner – and this has led to a controversy among historians as to how far

  Henry himself was responsible for his domestic and foreign policy, and how far it was his ministers who decided everything in his name. It is difficult for us today to be certain about this. His

  ministers acted in his name; his enemies, hesitating to attack the King himself, always blamed his ministers whenever Henry adopted measures which they did not like; and Henry from time to time

  sacrificed them as the scapegoats for policies which he had ordered, or allowed, them to pursue, and which had become unpopular.




  There is no doubt that Henry did not play an active part in the day-to-day administration of government. He rarely attended meetings of his Privy Council, and left his counsellors to carry on

  the work of government while he went out hunting; but he took the important decisions himself. His secretaries often found it difficult to persuade him to attend to business; but he usually spent

  two hours with them in the evening dealing with correspondence before or after supper. He often discussed international affairs with the foreign ambassadors at his court, who by accepted diplomatic

  practice were entitled to demand an audience with him; and he handled these interviews with courtesy and skill in his excellent French or Latin.




  The traditional picture of him which has been handed down to us today is of a handsome, well-meaning young man who turned into a fat tyrant with syphilis, who could always be persuaded to

  change his policy and execute his favourite ministers, in an outburst of rage, by scheming courtiers helped by beautiful women who were offered to him as a new wife. This is

  almost certainly a wrong picture of Henry, and it was not how his contemporaries saw him. He did not have syphilis. He certainly became very fat, for we know from his suit of armour in the Tower of

  London that in his last years he was 54 inches round the waist; but he was almost as much of a tyrant when he was young as when he was old. Even in the early years of his reign he executed more

  people than his father did in his whole life. There is very little contemporary evidence that he ever flew into a violent rage, and everything suggests that he calmly planned his changes of policy,

  and the executions which always accompanied them, as acts of cold, calculating policy. He could be charming and courteous, not only to the ladies at his court, and to the common people whom he met

  on his travels through his realm, but also to the ministers whom he had marked for destruction and to foreign ambassadors immediately before declaring war. Geoffrey Baskerville in 1937 rightly

  described him as faux bonhomme and Pollard in 1902 just as accurately as ‘Machiavelli’s Prince in action’.




  He strongly opposed all Lutheran and Protestant sects, which he thought were seditious and a threat to the power of princes, until he decided to obtain a divorce from Catherine of Aragon, who

  had been unable to give him a male heir, and to marry Anne Boleyn, with whom he had fallen in love. He tried for six years to persuade the Pope to grant him his divorce, but finally decided that he

  had no alternative but to repudiate Papal supremacy and proclaim himself Supreme Head of the Church of England. This policy led him to encourage the Protestants; and Protestant divines, who a few

  years earlier had been in danger of being burned as heretics, were now appointed to official positions in the Church, and in some cases made bishops. The Protestant arguments gave him an excuse to

  suppress the monasteries, which were officially denounced as places of immorality, and to seize their valuable property; but he never liked the Protestants, and, realizing that

  his pro-Protestant line was unpopular with many of his subjects, he began a fierce persecution of Protestants in 1539 which continued nearly till the end of his reign.




  He never allowed his policy to be influenced by his wives, or by any woman. He was very much in love with Anne Boleyn, but he began divorce proceedings against Catherine of Aragon chiefly

  because he believed that she could not give him the male heir which he and his country required; and not all his passion for Anne Boleyn could persuade him for six years to break with Rome until

  events made it politically necessary for him to do so. He had Anne Boleyn beheaded because she had not given him a son, and because he wished to marry Jane Seymour; but although Jane sympathized

  with the Catholic faction at court, who had put her forward in the hopes that she would induce Henry to adopt a pro-Catholic policy, he surprised everyone by being more Protestant than ever after

  he had married her. He divorced his fourth wife, Anne of Cleves, whom he found repulsive, when he executed Thomas Cromwell, who had favoured his marriage to her; but he had already initiated the

  Catholic backlash, which followed the fall of Cromwell, a year before his marriage to Anne of Cleves. Katherine Howard was supported by the Catholic faction; but when the Protestants denounced her

  to him as an adulteress, and he had her beheaded, he intensified his persecution of the Protestants, though he had just married his sixth wife, Katherine Parr, who was a secret supporter of the

  Protestants.




  Although Henry simultaneously executed Catholic supporters of the Pope and Protestant heretics, he only persecuted unpopular minorities; and all the evidence indicates that he was popular with

  the majority of his subjects, particularly with the influential sections of the middle class, the country gentlemen and the merchants and burghers of the cities and towns, some of whom benefited

  from his seizure of the monasteries by buying the monastic property from him at comparatively low prices. The majority of the population did not like the domination of a foreign Pope, and did not

  like the Protestant innovators who attacked their traditional Catholic beliefs; and they approved of a king who imprisoned and executed both these elements. Henry’s

  ministers received reports nearly every week of men who had spoken against the King and his counsellors in inns, in churchyards after Mass, in the nearby town on market day, or on the road going

  there. This shows how his political opponents hated him, and how savagely he suppressed them; but it also shows how many of his loyal subjects were prepared to act as unpaid informers, and denounce

  these seditious rumourmongers to the authorities.




  One reason for Henry’s popularity with his subjects was his success in his wars. Soon after he became King he reasserted the traditional claim of the Kings of England to the French throne,

  and declared war on France. His campaign of 1513, when he was twenty-four, was very successful, for he invaded France, won a victory over the French, and captured two of their towns, while at the

  same time his armies at home, led by the Earl of Surrey, defeated and killed James IV of Scotland, who had invaded England in support of his French ally, at the Battle of Flodden.




  For the rest of his reign, Henry’s policy towards France alternated between friendship, cold war and open warfare. After his victorious campaign of 1513, he made peace with France and

  married his sister Mary to the French King, Louis XII; but when Louis died, and was succeeded by the twenty-year-old Francis I, Henry became alarmed at Francis’s victories in Italy. For four

  years Henry financed the wars which the Holy Roman Emperor, the Swiss, and the Italian states were waging against France, but then signed a new treaty of friendship with Francis I. It was during

  the ensuing interval of friendly relations that Henry and Francis met in June 1520 on the frontier between France and the English territories at Calais. The place where the meeting took place,

  between Guisnes and Ardres, was called the Field of Cloth-of-gold, because cloth-of-gold material was used to decorate many of the temporary buildings and tents erected for the fortnight’s

  meeting. But within two years Henry had again gone to war against Francis, and sent his armies to devastate the north of France in a savage campaign in which the French civilian

  population were the chief sufferers.




  Henry allied himself with Francis I, and made use of him, when his divorce of Catherine of Aragon and his repudiation of Papal supremacy brought him into conflict with the Emperor Charles V; but

  he made a new alliance with Charles V, and went to war with France for the third time, in 1544, when he took the field and commanded his armies at the siege of Boulogne. Although the capture of

  Boulogne was followed by a threat of a French invasion of England, the invasion did not take place, and the war ended with a peace which left Henry in possession of Boulogne. During this last war,

  Henry’s armies ravaged Scotland, devastating the Border districts and burning every house in Edinburgh except the Castle.




  Henry’s subjects were delighted at his victories over the French and Scottish enemy, and after his death remembered him with pride as a great King and conqueror. ‘How did King Henry

  VIII scourge them!’ wrote Bishop Aylmer, twelve years after Henry died. ‘In his youth won Therouanne and Tournai, and in his age Boulogne, Blackness, Newhaven [Ambleteuse], The Old Man,

  and all that country.’1 In 1575 the poet Ulpian Fulwell praised him as




  

    

      A second Alexander he . . .




      A Solomon for godly wit,




      A Solon for his constant mind,




      A Samson when he list to hit




      The fury of his foes unkind . . .




      And many years to rule and reign




      To England’s joy, to Scotland’s pain.


    


  




  When he died on the night of 27 January 1547 at the age of fifty-five, he was succeeded by his nine-year-old son Edward VI. A few months before his death he had made another

  shift in policy and had destroyed the power of the Catholic party in the Council; and he appointed more Protestants than Catholics to be the guardians of his infant son. The

  young King’s uncle, Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset, became Lord Protector, and he and Archbishop Cranmer introduced Protestant doctrines and practices into the Church of England, abolishing

  the Mass and substituting the Protestant services of their new Book of Common Prayer. This led to a serious Catholic revolt in Devon and Cornwall in 1549, and at the same time an agrarian

  insurrection broke out in Norfolk against land enclosures and the oppressive conduct of the landowners. The revolts were suppressed, but caused the downfall of Somerset, who was thought by the

  nobles and landowners to be too sympathetic to the labourers. John Dudley, Earl of Warwick (later Duke of Northumberland) succeeded Somerset as the King’s chief minister, and in due course

  Somerset was beheaded.




  Edward VI was a brilliant boy, with a great aptitude for learning and a strong will of his own. If he had lived longer, he might have been one of the greatest of English kings; but he died of

  consumption at the age of fifteen. He had been brought up to be a devout Protestant, and was shocked that his eldest sister, Mary (the daughter of Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragon), was a

  Catholic who refused to abandon her Catholic Mass and accept the new Protestant doctrines. When he knew that he was dying, Edward decided to prevent her from succeeding him as Queen by making a

  will in which he bequeathed the crown to Lady Jane Grey, the granddaughter of Henry VIII’s sister Mary, Duchess of Suffolk. Jane Grey had recently married Northumberland’s son, Lord

  Guilford Dudley, and Northumberland was generally supposed to have instigated this attempt to make her Queen. He probably suggested it to Edward in the first place; but it was the dying

  fifteen-year-old boy who, receiving the members of his Privy Council alone, one by one, on his deathbed, commanded them, and badgered them into agreeing reluctantly, to support his devise of the

  crown to Jane Grey and the exclusion of Mary.




  When Edward died on 6 July 1553, Jane Grey was proclaimed Queen by Northumberland and the Council in London; but Mary, taking refuge in the castle of Framlingham in Suffolk,

  called on the people to rise in support of her, their lawful Queen, against the usurper Jane Grey. Within a fortnight, Jane’s cause had collapsed, and the members of her Privy Council,

  hurriedly changing sides, had proclaimed Mary as Queen in London, amid great demonstrations of support from the people. At first, Mary contented herself with executing Northumberland and two of his

  supporters; but six months later another revolt broke out in Kent under the leadership of Sir Thomas Wyatt, and this persuaded her that it was necessary to take severe measures, so Jane Grey and

  several other rebels were executed.




  Mary was a woman of strong character, firm principles, and a strong psychological reluctance to compromise. She was seventeen when her father Henry VIII divorced her mother Catherine of Aragon

  and she herself was deprived of her title of Princess and proclaimed a bastard. She took her mother’s side, and for three years refused to submit and acknowledge that her parents’

  marriage was void and that she was illegitimate. Eventually, after being imprisoned under house arrest, bullied, and humiliated by her father, she gave way when he threatened to put her to death if

  she continued her defiance. She acknowledged her bastardy and the King’s supremacy over the Church; but she remained a devoted Catholic, and after Henry VIII’s death, under the more

  lenient regime of Edward VI, she defied the government and refused to abandon her Mass. She showed great courage during her rising against Jane Grey, and during the Wyatt rebellion, when she went

  to the Guildhall and called on the Lord Mayor and the citizens of London to stand firm in her support against Wyatt and his rebels who were advancing on the city.




  Although she had a religious horror of sex, she agreed to marry Prince Philip of Spain, the son of the Emperor Charles V, because she knew that it was her duty to cement the alliance with the

  Habsburg Empire by the marriage, and to produce an heir to the throne. Philip landed at Southampton and married Mary in Winchester Cathedral in July 1554, and Philip and Mary

  reigned as King and Queen of England. In November Mary reunited England to Rome, when Cardinal Pole, returning from twenty years of exile, arrived as Papal Legate to absolve the realm of England

  from its sin of schism. Mary then persuaded Parliament to pass the necessary legislation to authorize a savage persecution of Protestants, and nearly three hundred of them were burned during the

  remaining four years of her reign.




  In her private life, Mary was very kind, doing much charitable work and winning the love of her ladies-in-waiting; but she was pitiless towards those whom she considered to be God’s

  enemies, and was undoubtedly more responsible than anyone else for the religious persecution of her reign. Her last years were unhappy. Soon after her marriage she believed that she was pregnant,

  but it was a hallucination, and to her disappointment no child was born. She was very sad when, having gone to war against France in alliance with Spain and the Empire, the French captured Calais,

  which the English had held for more than two hundred years; and she feared that the worst would happen after her death, when she would be succeeded by her sister Elizabeth, who she knew was a

  Protestant at heart.




  These fears were realized when Mary died of cancer at the age of forty-two on 17 November 1558. Elizabeth, the daughter of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn, had been brought up as a Protestant, but

  converted to Catholicism to save her life in Mary’s reign, when she was sent as a prisoner to the Tower, and was in great danger of execution for her suspected involvement in Wyatt’s

  revolt. Within a year of becoming Queen she had repudiated Papal supremacy, suppressed the Mass, and made England once again a Protestant state.




  She was a sincere Protestant, but not as extreme as many of her supporters. She came into conflict with the Puritans in the House of Commons, and with many of her ministers in her Privy Council

  who sympathized with them. Her belief in royal absolutism made her very hostile to Protestants in foreign countries who rebelled against their Catholic rulers; but the interests of her foreign policy, the need to have allies against the hostility of Catholic Europe, and the pressure of her ministers and Protestant supporters persuaded her reluctantly to give them

  aid, and her support was decisive in ensuring the victory of the Protestant cause in Scotland and the Netherlands.




  Her Protestant policy alienated the sympathies of her sister Mary’s husband, Philip II of Spain, and caused her to pursue what would today be called a neutralist policy between the two

  great contending European powers, Spain and France. Although she wished to avoid war with Spain, she was eventually drawn into it after thirty years of hostility chiefly because her seamen, sailing

  all around the world, challenged Spain’s monopoly of the slave trade and naval supremacy on the ‘Spanish Main’ (the Western Atlantic and the Caribbean). It was not until the

  English and Spaniards had been fighting each other for some years in Ireland, Holland and Central America that open war was declared. Elizabeth had always inspired the devotion of the great

  majority of her subjects; and the defeat of the Spanish Armada, and of Philip’s plan for the invasion and conquest of England firmly established her reputation as the saviour of her country,

  in the minds not only of her subjects in her lifetime but also of the English people for four hundred years. The victory over the Armada did not however end the war with Spain, which continued with

  a series of successes and setbacks for the rest of Elizabeth’s life.
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