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About the book


Building on the phenomenal success of POTTY, FARTWELL AND KNOB, this new collection of extraordinary but true names goes a step further …


In BUSTY, SLAG AND NOB END, Russell Ash has compiled real names from around the world that are really rude and are of places and products as well as people. The result of painstaking research, each name has been thoroughly checked and authenticated: you will marvel at the range of naughty nomenclature and hoot at the unwitting innuendo. From Harriet Nicewonger (born Derbyshire c.1876) and Connie Lingus (resident of Indiana, USA) to Dick Swinger (born Switzerland c.1842) and Blo Job (US immigrant from Slovakia, born c.1897); from Titty Ho in Northamptonshire to Dildo in Newfoundland; and from Cock Soup to Pee Cola – this compendium of sauciness is guaranteed to make you laugh out loud.
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Russell Ash is best known for his annual THE TOP 10 OF EVERYTHING and other popular reference works, but he is also the author of numerous humour titles. His extensive research work encompasses biographical studies and genealogy. www.RussellAsh.com
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INTRODUCTION


Naughty names revisited


When I compiled this book’s predecessor, Potty, Fartwell & Knob, I was astonished – as were its many readers (thanks be to them) – to discover that a lot of people had borne strange names. It was not just the inherent oddity and humour in them, but the awareness that innumerable individuals have had to struggle through their lives pronouncing, explaining or spelling out these names. Nowhere is this truer than with ‘rude’ names – names that through double, or in many instances single, entendre mean something that a large proportion of the population would consider offensive.


In Britain, such names have long been the subject of some of our most inventive humour, from the fabulous creations of the panellists on the radio show I’m Sorry I Haven’t a Clue to the sexually provocative Bond girls Pussy Galore, Plenty O’Toole and Xenia Onatopp. Yet no one has brought these evocative names together in book form before. Perhaps those who transcribed the records – and all credit to them – are serious-minded archivists who don’t appreciate the richness of some of the material they are handling. I can’t help thinking if I were to come across one of these names in some ancient census return, I’d leap in the air and tell all my colleagues.


Turning the research telescope in this direction has been remarkably revealing. The names featured in Potty, Fartwell & Knob, where about a quarter fell into this category (some of the best of which are revisited here), turn out to have been only the tip of what I described there as the onomastic (relating to names) iceberg. Extending the parameters beyond these shores has turned the iceberg into a floe of Arctic proportions, introduced new fields worthy of exploration, more opportunities for misunderstanding and yet more astonishment at the sheer variety of names.


Accidental vs deliberate


The many thousands of amusingly rude names posted on websites, frequently annexed to comments along the lines of ‘I was at school with …’ or ‘a friend of mine once worked with someone called …’, mostly turn out to be fabrications. The names that follow are entirely genuine in that they have all been recorded in parish registers, birth, marriage and death records, census returns or other official documents. Whether some might be mistakes resulting from incorrect transcription is another issue, but one I have attempted to eliminate wherever possible. I should have liked to include Bennet Quicklay, for example, who married Dorathie [sic] Rotheram in Nottingham on 24 May 1592, but on closer inspection his surname turned out to be Quicksay, which is not as funny or erotically charged as a quick lay. I have chanced my arm with Kunt Rubbing – although his name may disappointingly turn out to be, as a serious genealogist has edited it, ‘Knut Rebbing’.


Some names, of the ilk of Fanny and Gay, were not slang and did not possess an alternative meaning when they were conferred, but plenty of names have always meant the same thing, so it is extraordinary that they are so often encountered. Sometimes you come across ‘golden doubles’ – it’s bad enough to be saddled with an unfortunate surname, but downright cruel if your parents then compound your problems by giving you an equally duff first name or names, as with Arse Arseson, Penis Fannie, Everhard Dick and Willy Penis. While you are pondering on this, visualize, if you can, the speeches at the Cock–Holder, Fuck–Knowls and Long–Dick weddings. Share in the horrible realization of many women who, through marriage, were destined to acquire some ghastly name, so that henceforth Ms Ramires was to be known as Mrs Arse or Ms Marten became Mrs Bollock – although, to be fair, there were probably just as many who were grateful to abandon such family names as Boobs, Anus or Bonk.


Once upon a time in America


Although the exclusively British names featured in Potty, Fartwell & Knob were a rich seam that had not previously been mined, in extending the quest globally, and in particular to the United States, a vast new repository of names has opened up. As well as early colonists, they include many immigrants. Emma Lazarus’s poem, ‘The New Colossus’, inscribed on the Statue of Liberty, contains the lines, ‘“Give me your tired, your poor / Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free”’, and so the United States attracted vast numbers of immigrants: in the period 1903–15 an average of 982,655 arrived every year. From 1892 to 1954 many of them arrived at Ellis Island and announced their names, which were promptly mangled by immigration officials or transliterated into an approximate English equivalent that was sometimes – although not as often as is sometimes stated – a deliberately ludicrous version. The records of passenger ship arrivals in New York and other ports have been particularly fruitful in revealing a range of bizarrely risqué names.


Beyond Dances With Wolves


A number of Native American names have also been included. Some readers may blanch at the apparent political incorrectness inherent in some of them, but such names were not imposed by outsiders. As anthropologists have discovered, many that sound pejorative were in fact coined by the tribal peoples themselves, whose descriptive skills and often considerable humour and inventiveness have resulted in a crop of truly remarkable and little-known names, as exemplified by John Big Crow who married Lucy Fast Bull Broken Leg in Todd, South Dakota, on 1 July 1921. There is also a refreshing lack of euphemism and obfuscation in Native American naming traditions: if someone’s name was Dick and he had a broken nose, he would very likely be known as Dick Broken Nose (as, indeed, was a member of the Sioux tribe, born in 1897 and who served in the US Army in the First World War). It is perhaps worth noting, incidentally, that the popular belief that a baby would be named after the first thing its mother saw after childbirth is without foundation, so there is a regrettable absence of anyone called, as in the old joke, Two Dogs Fucking, but this omission is compensated for by several that are even ruder.


Names and slang


Some names contain elements of the specialized sexual slang that is rarely encountered beyond the realm of pornography. While admitting familiarity with them is tantamount to confessing to being an avid consumer of porn, they will be known to anyone with an interest in contemporary slang. If you are unacquainted with bukkake, felching, facials, strap-ons, fisting, teabagging and other erotic esoterica (which I had the task of explaining to my genteel editor), I recommend a good slang dictionary: The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English (Oxford: Routledge, 2006) is expensive, but the best.


Fact or fiction?


By confining the entries to ‘real’ people, rather than the inventions of writers, many graphically named characters in books and on screen have sadly been set aside. You will not encounter Master Bates, as Dickens repeatedly refers to Charley Bates in Oliver Twist, Tosser, Gunman, the eponymous hero of a 1939 novel by Frank Carr or the shipmates of Captain Pugwash – Seaman Staines, Master Bates and Roger the cabin boy – which are an urban myth anyway. Nor will there be any delving into nominative determinism, the tendency of people to end up in professions that neatly match their names. There is nothing to suggest that Fanny Harlot, who shows up in Ore, Sussex, in the 1891 census, ever became a prostitute, but ‘Fanny Harlot, The Whore from Ore’ would have made for a great business card.


More Fuckers than Wankers


The sheer number of these names is amazing. In many instances, I have opted for a single example that particularly appealed to me, but I was often spoilt for choice where records list candidates running into the thousands.


But just how common are they? Although this makes no claim to be an exhaustive or precise statistical survey, an analysis of decennial US federal censuses (1790–1930), other censuses and voter lists and England censuses for the period 1841–1911 (plus some covering former British colonial dependencies, 1812–34) provides the following overview of the relative popularity of a fairly random selection of ‘rude’ surnames. This goes some way to counter claims that most such names must have resulted from transcription errors and that no one ever really bore them. This is a theory that is undoubtedly true in occasional instances, but improbable when looking at the bigger picture as these names arise in official records on hundreds or thousands of occasions.
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A declining asset


As I was concluding my research, Professor Richard Webber of King’s College London published statistics that indicated that ‘embarrassing’ names were dwindling as more and more people changed them for innocuous alternatives. From the time of the 1881 census to 2008, he calculated, the number of people called ‘Cock’ had dwindled by 75 per cent, while ‘Balls’ had dropped by over 50 per cent. So it is apparent that as well as, I hope, providing a giggle or two, I am apparently recording a species of name that is already critically endangered and under threat of becoming extinct. It is as if a sort of natural selection is at work, filtering out the offbeat, the funny and the downright filthy names in favour of the more mundane.


Taking offence


It is a sad state of affairs, but the overarching reason for this decline is, of course, that some people find certain words offensive. The rude names in Potty, Fartwell & Knob were especially challenging. Some radio stations told me I couldn’t say any of them on air, even if the programme was being pre-recorded and edited. Some censored those I could not say (‘“Bum” is OK, but we’ll have to ask the producer about “Willy”’) while others even fretted over my saying the title of the book. But some people take offence very easily, while others – and that includes you, or you would not be reading this – acknowledge that they are just words, or, in the present context, names that many thousands have borne. That people received them from their parents or through marriage is an historical fact. Other than those who took the opportunity to change them, we must assume that they were perfectly happy with the names with which they were born or which they later acquired.


Whether or not such names should be changed is redolent of the old joke about the handsome and talented young actor who fails to get work because his name is Penis Van Lesbian. His agent pleads with him to change it, but pride in his family name runs deep and he repeatedly refuses, eventually parting company with the agent. Some years later the agent receives a fulsome letter from his former client explaining that after much soul-searching he finally accepted that he was right, and as a consequence of changing his name has found fame and fortune. He encloses a substantial cheque as an expression of his gratitude. You have probably beaten me to the punchline, but the letter is signed ‘Dick Van Dyke’.


The bottom line is that we should not mock the Penis Van Lesbians of this world. On the contrary, in many instances these people have risen above whatever disability their names may have inflicted on them and emerged proud and strong from their experience. It is just that seen through others’ eyes, like yours and mine, their names inspire an astonished and gently mirthful response. And what a struggle many of them must have had: just imagine being called Penis Hardon, Tess Tickle, Flamina Arsole, Jennie Talia, Anice Pair, Norma Stitz, Fucker Tucker or the more enigmatic Bonk Register or Wolf Porno.


Didn’t they do well?


The ‘Fartwell’ in Potty, Fartwell & Knob was almost a celebration of a special ability, but the ‘… well’ suffix applies in many other areas of endeavour in the following pages, hence we encounter individuals with such surnames as Arsewell, Cuntwell, Ballwell, Ballswell, Bedswell, Bumwell, Crapwell, Cockwell, Cockswell, Comewell, Dick-swell, Dickwell, Fuckwell, Prickwell, Shagwell, Shitwell, Suckwell and Wankwell. If anyone still bears such names, good luck to you and all your compatriots listed here.


X-tra features


While the personal names and the appropriate (or inappropriate, depending on how you view it) pairings form the core of the book, its range extends into other areas where rude names, whether accidental or deliberate, are encountered, among them those of film stars and bands, in rhyming slang and place names, domain names, acronyms and products. I hope you enjoy the journey – now fasten your seat belt.


 


Notes


 


Names are from the UK unless otherwise indicated.


‘US census’ refers to the decennial US census (1790–1930) unless otherwise noted.


Although years of birth taken from registrations are as recorded in the source, a birth late in a year may not have been registered until the following year. Ages are more commonly noted in census returns than years of birth, so the precise year of birth is circa and could be a year out either way.


Especially when infant mortality was high, baptisms usually followed soon after births. Baptisms were entered in the parish register, so the date and location, and often the names of both parents are known; the place of birth is generally not noted, but in most instances can be assumed was in the same locality.


Place of birth is noted where known, but it is either omitted or given at county level only in some sources, such as early censuses; ‘np’ means no place and ‘nd’ no date is indicated in the source.


The location of a registered birth is often the registration district – usually the nearest town with a register office – but not necessarily the exact place of birth, although these are recorded in census returns with either greater (down to parish level) or lesser (‘London’ or ‘Dorset’, for example) precision.


Gender is noted where it is not obvious from the name or context, but the sex of some is impossible to extrapolate from the available data.


The reasonable assumption has been made that short versions of some names would have been customarily used (Dick for Richard, Phil for Philip and so on). Some depend on a slight flight of imagination in pronunciation, hence ‘Hugh’ sounds awfully like ‘huge’ and combinations like ‘Mike Hunt’ sound like – well, you get the idea – though how else would you say names like ‘Les Behan’? If you don’t get them, try saying them out loud (ideally, in private).
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