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					At the turn of the twentieth century, Antarctica is the last unexplored continent on Earth. 

					This time period is known as the Heroic Age of Antarctic Exploration. In England, the Royal Geographical Society, private investors, commercial companies, and the Royal Navy support expeditions to the southernmost place in the world. 

					The ice is unforgiving. It can break the human spirit. It takes many men willing to face hardship, danger, and years away from home doing jobs both big and small to keep these expeditions running. This is the story of one. 

					His name is Tom Crean.
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					Tom Crean is born on the finger of a peninsula on a patchwork island that points towards the wild and windy ocean. 

					But there is not much future for a poor lad from a large farming family on the west coast of Ireland. 

					As so many of his countrymen have done for ages, young Tom will take to the sea.
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					Tom joins the Royal Navy. He is barely sixteen years old. He takes his knocks, and learns the ropes, and works his way up the ranks. He likely thinks often of home.

					Ten years pass.
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					Tom is at port in New Zealand. The ship Discovery is ready to leave for Antarctica – the frozen, uncharted end of the earth! But a sailor has left the crew, and Captain Scott needs a replacement, fast.
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