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INTRODUCTION


Dear Reader


Welcome to the world of the Boss Witch – a book filled with spells, recipes and rituals to help you achieve your career goals and make your workplace a great place to be. Whether you want to go for a promotion, conjure up a pay rise or deal with a tricky colleague, there’s a spell here to assist you, along with any scenarios you may encounter in the workplace and witchy ways to handle them.


[image: A black and white illustration of a witch’s hat with a red rose.]


Witchcraft is the perfect tool to help you progress at work. You’re already full of magic (of course!), but spells can channel your intentions, give them a boost and get results.


Witchcraft is also empowering. It can be a way of taking back control, making your truth heard, or even containing a toxic person or situation. There are hexing spells throughout the book for binding, banishing or freezing out someone who is causing you distress.


Making magic


If you’re new to witchcraft, there are a few things you should do at the start of every spell or ritual. (I’ll describe them here rather than repeat them on every page.)


First, cleanse your materials and the area where you’ll be working, both physically and metaphysically, to get rid of any negative energy. You can do this by smudging with sage or burning incense. Alternatively, you could use sound by ringing a bell.


Cast a circle before you begin spell casting. Visualize a protective barrier forming around you as you call in the grounding power of the Earth element at the north. Turn to the east and invite in the cool wisdom of Air. In the south, call in the passion and enthusiasm of the Fire element. Invite in the empathy of Water in the west and complete the circle by turning back to the north.


Call on a higher power. Spells are usually activated by invoking energy from a higher power. In Wicca this may be the Goddess or God, Lord or Lady, or any other deity whose vibe matches the witch’s energy or intention. You could investigate this further to see what feels right for you, or simply call on the Universe to assist you when casting your spell.


At the end of your spell, give thanks to the Universe/any deities you’ve asked for help and close the circle in the reverse direction.


Setting up an altar


Many witches have a dedicated space at home where they keep their magical items and cast their spells. Your altar can be as elaborate or as simple as you like. Whether you choose a shelf, a windowsill or a specific table with an altar cloth, keep the space clean and free of everyday, non-magical items. You could include candles, a small cauldron, crystals, your wand, your daily oracle card and items to represent the elements in the north, south, east and west of the space (see page 124 for more on this). You can have more than one altar, of course, or set up a temporary one in a different room or at your desk, depending on the spell you’re casting.


Adapting spells


Spells use symbolism and sometimes visualization to send out your request to the universe, but they’re not precise recipes. If you don’t have a particular item to hand, swap it out, or if you feel that something else works better for you, use that instead. The most important thing about a spell is that it’s relevant to you. The same goes for the incantations, so don’t be afraid to use your own words or adapt them to your purpose.


Most importantly, though, enjoy making magic, claiming your Boss Witch power and getting the career you’ve not only dreamed of, but deserve.


The Boss Witch
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WITCH WAY?


Decisions, decisions … your whole career is based on them. Whether you’re trying to work out the next step on your career path or choosing between a lunchtime panini or baguette, the Boss Witch has got it covered. The rituals, spells and charms in this chapter will enable you to take some time out, tune in to your intuition and weigh up your options … and then decide to go for the hummus and feta wrap.
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A PAPERCLIP PERSPECTIVE CHARM


If you find yourself losing sleep over making the ‘wrong’ choice and derailing your career forever, it’s time to pause and get some perspective. While it’s true that choosing your next career move might change the path of your life for a while, it’s not the last decision you’ll ever make.


This charm will help you to stay calm when making those big decisions. The paperclips linked together represent the steps you take on your career path, while the symbol of a circle reminds us that as the wheel of life turns, more chances and opportunities will come our way.





MATERIALS:


1 red paperclip (or a silver one bent into a slightly different shape)


11 silver paperclips


Cleanse the paperclips to dispel any dull energy they’ve picked up hanging around in the stationery cupboard. Then take the red one, which represents the decision you’re about to make, and link a silver clip to it. Continue linking the clips together, one by one, until you have a chain. Link the final silver clip onto the first red one, and pass the chain through your hands, holding each link in turn as you recite:


I forge this chain and seal it fast,


This step I take is not my last,


I’m grounded in this
peace I feel,


I make my choice,
so turns the wheel


You can keep your paperclip charm under your pillow to calm your subconscious mind while you sleep, or stash it in your bag or desk drawer, and run it through your fingers in moments of stress to tap back into the sense of perspective you’ve conjured here.



SMOKE SCRYING


Scrying has been around since ancient times with magic mirrors and crystal balls, and you can use this technique today to gain some insight into your current situation, and experience a moment of mindfulness, too.





MATERIALS:


A stick of sandalwood incense


A journal and pen


All you really need to give scrying a go is the right mindset and something to stare at. This ritual suggests burning incense, but you could try gazing at a candle flame or raindrops tracking down your window. With a bit of practice, you’ll be able to turn a trip to the water cooler into a quick scrying session, or to reflect for a while on the mirror in the bathroom.


[image: A crystal ball with stars inside, surrounded by clouds.]



COLOUR MAGIC


Colour magic is easy to use and, in fact, you’re probably doing it already. If your phone case, shoes and hair are all red, for example, you’re giving out strong, passionate energy. Different colours have different associations. You can make this work for you by intentionally choosing, say, orange nail polish for confidence when you’re doing a presentation, or a green scarf when you ask your boss for a pay rise. You can also enhance your spells by choosing a candle, crystal, piece of paper or pen in a particular colour, to include these qualities into your magic. Here are some traditional colour correspondences, but if there’s a different association that works for you, go with that for maximum Boss Witch power.


[image: A drawing of an eye. The iris is green.]





Yellow – happiness, friendships and optimism


Orange – creativity and career issues, confidence and enthusiasm


Red – passion, sex, strength, anger and energy


Grey – protection


Blue – communication, loyalty and calm


Indigo – intuition and serenity


Pink – love, romance and self-care


Purple – spirituality, wisdom and psychic abilities


Brown – stability, grounding and endurance


Black – to absorb negativity, protection and binding


White – clarity, peace and new beginnings



CONSULT THE ORACLE


If you haven’t discovered oracle cards, it’s time to start! There are hundreds of different themed packs that can offer insight into your situation and any decisions you need to make. Do some research before you choose your first pack. Pick a theme you love, whether it’s trees, anime or sci-fi, and once you’ve got your cards, cleanse them by knocking the pack gently. Find a nice bag to store them in and use them often.
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There’s no need to lay out tricky spreads or commit card meanings to memory as life is complicated enough. Picking a single card at a time is a great way to get to know your oracle cards. You might like to have a ritual for this, such as lighting a white candle for clarity and reflecting on your query before picking a card from the pack. However, if you need a speedy bit of advice, just give the pack a shuffle and choose. You can also download oracle cards to your phone and swipe through the pack to make your selection, which is excellent for a bit of discreet witchery on the go.


Once you have your card, study it carefully before you turn to the guidebook. How do you feel about the image? Can you spot a link to your query? Note down any ideas, then read the card’s meaning. Display the card where you can see it throughout the day; perhaps set it as your phone wallpaper or put it on your altar to reflect on. Another good option is to pick three cards: one each for the past, the present and the possible outcomes of your situation.


And remember, you’re in charge of the decision making when you use oracle cards. They’re a tool to shed light on your situation and subconscious feelings, but you’re in control of what you do next.



QUICK-FIX DECISION-MAKING TRICKS


If you haven’t got time to carry out a full ritual and you’ve been banned from burning incense at your desk, there are some speedy things you can do to get witchy guidance.
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Coin flip


The important thing about flipping a coin isn’t whether it comes up heads or tails … it’s how you feel about which way up it lands. That initial spark of excitement or disappointment is your guide. It’s your subconscious speaking up, so listen to it. You could have a lucky coin, cleansed and kept for this purpose. It’s even more powerful if it was minted in the year of your birth.


Pendulum


Often, as a crystal on a chain or cord, a pendulum will move in one direction for ‘yes’ and another for ‘no’ and will also display a neutral ‘no answer’ response. Tune in to your pendulum with a few easy questions first to see how it works for you. Wearing it as a necklace will keep it charged up with your energy, plus you’ll be ready for any on-the-spot decision making.


Go with your gut


Get in touch with your witchy intuition by tuning in to how your body feels in different situations. Try to be more aware of your signs of tension and stress (such as hunched shoulders and gritted teeth), excitement (butterflies in your stomach) and unease (a churning in your abdomen). As you become more aware of these signals, you’ll become more adept at trusting your intuition.


Look for signs


Do you find yourself suddenly seeing the same image cropping up on the socials, in pictures or shop windows? It could be a particular animal or an object that keeps catching your eye. Look up the symbolism of whatever your sign might be; a stag represents taking the lead, for example. The Universe is giving you a clue …



A POST-IT POWER-WORDS SPELL


You’ve been in your current job for a while and everything’s a bit meh. You don’t want to be there forever, but what do you want to do? You’ve got approximately zero ideas about what you should apply for next.


So, what can you do about it?


To work out your next step, you need an overall destination in mind, and this spell combines brainstorming with word magic to set you off in the right direction. So, put your sticky note stash to good use and discover your career power-words.


[image: A drawing of a lit candle in a holder.]





MATERIALS:


A white candle or white sage incense


Your journal and pen


A stack of sticky notes


Light the candle or incense (for clarity) and settle down with your journal. First, reflect on where you are now, listing anything about your current job that you’d like to include in a future role. Then, think about things that you dislike and reframe them as positives to look for next time: ‘I’d like to be part of a team,’ rather than ‘I don’t want to work alone,’ for example.


Now, picture yourself doing your dream job: where are you working, and who are you with? What are the hours like? Is it desk-based or are you outdoors? If you’re unsure, is there anyone whose role could inspire you? What did you dream of doing as a child? Finally, list in your journal any issues you feel passionate about: the environment, social care, really, really good coffee … note it all down.


Look through your notes and highlight six words that sum up the most important elements for you. These are your power words. Write each on a sticky note and ask aloud, ‘Universe, please guide me towards a role that includes these things … So mote it be.’


Pop the sticky notes somewhere you’ll see them every morning and repeat your request every time you do. You can display them in other ways, too: written on pebbles on your altar or as a word-cloud on your desktop. And don’t forget to stick the notes on your laptop every time you do a job search. You’ll soon find yourself drawn in the right direction.
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