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The Magical Conch Shell at my side,

I’ll rule the oceans far and wide!

But my foolish goblins have shattered the shell,

So now I cast my icy spell.

 

Seven shell fragments, be gone, I say,

To the human world to hide away,

Now the shell is gone, it’s plain to see,

The oceans will never have harmony!
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Kirsty Tate and Rachel Walker stepped off the bus and blinked in the sunshine. The two girls were staying with Kirsty’s gran in Leamouth for the spring holiday and today they’d come to Lea-on-Sea, a small seaside resort along the coast. “I’ve got some shopping to do, so I’ll meet you back here at midday,” Kirsty’s gran said, getting off the bus. “Have fun!”

“We will,” Kirsty assured her. “See you later, Gran.” Then she turned to Rachel. “Come on, let’s go down to the beach!”


It took the girls just moments to walk down the sandy steps to the curving bay, which was packed with families enjoying the sun. The sky was a clear, fresh blue, and a breeze ruffled the tops of the waves. Lots of children were swimming in the sea, while shrieking seagulls soared above them, their strong white wings stretched wide.
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“It’s lovely,” Rachel said, slipping off her shoes and wiggling her bare toes in the warm sand. She pointed to the far edge of the bay. “Let’s go over there, shall we? It’s a bit less crowded.”
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The girls made their way across the beach, zigzagging between deckchairs, windbreaks and sandcastles. Then Kirsty stopped walking suddenly and bent down. “Hey, look at this shell,” she said, picking it up to show Rachel. “It’s really sparkly.”

Rachel peered at the fan-shaped scallop shell, which was a creamy-white colour with pink edging. And yes – tiny golden sparkles were fizzling all over it!

Rachel’s heart quickened with excitement as she looked at Kirsty. “That looks like fairy magic,” she whispered.

“Just what I was thinking,” Kirsty replied, smiling. “Oh! And I can feel something underneath it, too.”
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