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How to use this book



Introduction


These Practice Papers have been written to provide final preparation for your 11+ Verbal Reasoning test.


Book 1 includes ten model papers with a total of 400 questions. There are four training tests, that include some simpler questions with slower timing designed to develop confidence, plus a further four tests styled to represent pre-tests and short-format CEM (Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring)/bespoke tests in terms of difficulty, speed and question variation. These are followed by two Standard practice tests of a longer format for GL (Granada Learning) style 11+ tests.


Book 2 includes eight model papers with a total of 380 questions. These papers represent longer format GL (Granada Learning)/bespoke tests with challenging content, speed and question variation to support all 11+ tests.


Book 2 will help you …





•  become familiar with the way long-format 11+ tests are presented



•  build your confidence in answering the variety of questions set



•  work with the most challenging questions set



•  tackle questions presented in different ways



•  build up your speed in answering questions within the time expected in the most demanding 11+ tests.





Pre-test and the 11+ entrance exams


The Galore Park 11+ series is designed for pre-tests and 11+ entrance exams for admission into independent schools. These exams are often the same as those set by local grammar schools, too. There are now several different kinds of Verbal Reasoning tests and it is likely that if you are applying to more than one school, you will encounter more than one type of test. These include:





•  pre-tests delivered on-screen



•  11+ entrance exams in different formats from GL (Granada Learning), CEM (Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring) and Moray House



•  11+ entrance exams created specifically for particular independent schools.





Tests are designed to vary from year to year. This means it is very difficult to predict the questions and structure that will come up, making the tests harder to revise for.


To give you the best chance of success in these assessments, Galore Park has worked with 11+ tutors, independent school teachers, test writers and specialist authors to create these Practice Papers. These books cover the main question types now typically occurring and are designed to support practice in working with the wide range of formats you may encounter.


Because 11+ tests now aim to include variations in question type, making them increasingly difficult to revise for, both books should be completed as essential preparation for all 11+ Verbal Reasoning tests.
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For parents


These Practice Papers have been written to help both you and your child prepare for both pre-test and 11+ entrance exams.


For your child to get the maximum benefit from these tests, they should complete them in conditions as close as possible to those they will face in the exams, as described in the ‘Working through the book’ section below.


Timings get shorter as the book progresses to build up speed and confidence.


Some of these timings are very demanding and reviewing the tests again after completing the books (even though they will have some familiarity with the questions) can be helpful, to demonstrate how their speed has improved through practice.
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For teachers and tutors


This book has been written for teachers and tutors working with children who are preparing for both pre-test and 11+ entrance exams. The wide variety of question types is intended to prepare them for the increasingly unpredictable tests encountered, with a range of difficulty developed to prepare them for the most challenging and on-screen adaptable tests.
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Working through the book


You may find some of the questions hard, but don’t worry. These tests are designed to build up your skills and speed. Agree with your parents on a good time to take the test and set a timer. Prepare for each test as if you are actually going to sit your 11+ (see ‘Test day tips’ on page 8):





•  Complete the test with a timer, in a quiet room, noting down how long it takes you, and writing your answers in pencil.



•  Even though timings are given, you should complete ALL the questions.



•  Mark the test using the answers at the back of the book.



•  Go through the test again with a friend or parent and talk about the difficult questions.



•  Have another go at the questions you found difficult and read the answers carefully to find out what to look for next time.





The Answers are in a separate section at the end of the book. Do not look at the answers until you have attempted a whole paper. Each answer has a full explanation to help you understand why you might have answered incorrectly.


After completing both books you may want to go back to the earlier papers and have another go to see how much you have improved!
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Test day tips


Take time to prepare yourself the day before you go for the test: remember to take sharpened pencils, an eraser and a watch to time yourself (if you are allowed – there is usually a clock present in the exam room in most schools). Take a bottle of water in with you, if this is allowed, as this will help to keep your brain hydrated and improves your concentration levels.
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