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 This book is dedicated  to Tracy and Tess. My A to Z.
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a –	amur tiger
b –	blue whale
c –	crested penguin
d –	dugong
e –	eastern gorilla
f –	fijian iguana
g –	giant panda
h –	helmeted hornbill
i –	indian elephant
j –	jocotoco antpitta
k –	kakapo
l –	leatherback turtle
m –	mandrill




n –	numbat
o –	orangutan
p –	pygmy three-toed sloth
q –	quokka
r –	red panda
s –	snow leopard
t –	tasmanian devil
u –	umbrellabird
v –	vaquita
w –	whale shark
x –	xinJiang ground jay
y –	yellow cardinal
z –	zebra duiker
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Our planet is home to well over seven million different animal species. Everywhere you look there is life, even in the driest desert, the deepest ocean and the coldest peak of the highest mountain. Life on this beautiful planet we call Earth is truly remarkable!
Sadly, we are currently in the midst of a wave of mass extinction unlike anything since the demise of the dinosaurs. Extinctions of the past were driven by natural disasters (events like the Ice Age) and as a natural part of evolution. However, the current extinction rate is more than 100 times higher than the historical rate and it is being driven by the success of one singular species: humans. During the last 500 years, over 800 species have become extinct and over 10,000 more are considered threatened. This is based on available data, true numbers may well be much higher.
The most common reason for extinction today is habitat loss.  As the human population grows, many animals have been forced into smaller areas. Ecosystems such as forests, grasslands and deserts have been cleared or damaged to allow for crop planting, cattle grazing and development of roads, housing and factories. Humans are also responsible for pollution as well as contributing to climate change – two factors that drastically impact animals by further degrading their habitats. 
Another major threat to our endangered animals is introduced species. Ever since humans began crossing the oceans, animals such as cats, weasels, rats, rabbits and foxes have found their way to foreign lands and have wreaked havoc on native animals. In Australia,  rabbits and foxes are driving many native marsupials to extinction, whereas in New Zealand, the weasel has almost succeeded in wiping out the flightless kakapo.
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Contributing further to the current wave of extinction is exploitation, such as hunting, collecting or trading animals. Animals have always been hunted by humans but early humans lived in harmony with nature, killing animals only for essentials like food and clothing. Today, animals are killed for meat, clothing, feathers, ivory, eggs, medicines, hunting trophies, tourism and even entertainment. Many species are still highly prized in the illegal exotic pet trade.
This all paints a dark picture. However, there are many individuals and organisations around the world dedicated to protecting our endangered animals and, while it’s too late for some, there is much  we can do to help save those we have left. Large international organisations like the World Wildlife Fund and Greenpeace,  numerous regional groups such as Animals Australia, as well as countless local organisations are working towards better protection  of our animals and environment. Governments and corporate groups have helped in some areas too, with around 10% of the planet designated as protected areas over the last century. Marine reserves only account for 1% of the oceans, and although we have come a long way both on land and at sea, so much more needs to be done to save many of our threatened species.  
I believe it is our responsibility as humans to protect animals from extinction. In doing so, we also protect our planet’s biodiversity, which is essential to our own survival, longevity and happiness as a species  as well as that of the animals described in this book. 
The tragic reality is that more species become threatened every  day and they will become extinct if we do not act quickly to save them. But please do not despair! Each and every one of us can help by doing small things every day, like keeping our beaches clean, reusing and recycling household items and not wasting water. We can also learn more about the plight of animals, petition our governments to do more to help, and support the organisations out there on the frontline fighting to save endangered animals.
I hope you enjoy exploring and learning about the unique, fragile and very special animals in this book and that you will feel inspired  to take action yourself to help save them. Our planet and future generations need us!
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INTRODUCTION

Our planetis home to well over seven million different animal species.
Everywhere you look there islife, even in the driest desert, the deepest
ocean and the coldest peak of the highest mountain. Life on this
beautiful planet we call Earth is truly remarkable!

Sadly, we are currently in the midst of a wave of mass extinction
unlike anything since the demise of the dinosaurs. Extinctions of the
past were driven by natural disasters (events like the Ice Age) and as a
natural part of evolution. However, the current extinction rate is more
than 100 times higher than the historical rate and itis being driven by
the success of one singular species: humans. During the last 500
years, over 800 species have become extinct and over 10,000 more
are considered threatened. This is based on available data, true
numbers may well be much higher.

The most common reason for extinction today is habitat loss.
As the human population grows, many animals have been forced into
smaller areas. Ecosystems such as forests, grasslands and deserts have
been cleared or damaged to allow for crop planting, cattle grazing
and development of roads, housing and factories. Humans are also
responsible for pollution as well as contributing to climate change -
two factors that drastically impact animals by further degrading their
habitats.

Another major threat to our endangered animals is introduced
species. Ever since humans began crossing the oceans, animals such
as cats, weasels, rats, rabbits and foxes have found their way to foreign
lands and have wreaked havoc on native animals. In Australia,
rabbits and foxes are driving many native marsupials to extinction,
whereas in New Zealand, the weasel has almost succeeded in wiping
out the flightless kakapo.
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Contributing further to the current wave of extinction is exploitation,
such as hunting, collecting or trading animals. Animals have always
been hunted by humans but early humans lived in harmony with nature,
killing animals only for essentials like food and clothing. Today, animals
are killed for meat, clothing, feathers, ivory, eggs, medicines, hunting
trophies, tourism and even entertainment. Many species are still highly
prized in the illegal exotic pettrade.

This all paints a dark picture. However, there are many individuals
and organisations around the world dedicated to protecting our
endangered animals and, while it's too late for some, there is much
we can do to help save those we have left. Large international
organisations like the World Wildlife Fund and Greenpeace,
numerous regional groups such as Animals Australia, as well as
countless local organisations are working towards better protection
of our animals and environment. Governments and corporate groups
have helped in some areas too, with around 10% of the planet
designated as protected areas over the last century. Marine reserves
only account for 1% of the oceans, and although we have come a long
way both on land and at sea, so much more needs to be done to save
many of our threatened species.

| believe it is our responsibility as humans to protect animals from
extinction. In doing so, we also protect our planet’s biodiversity, which
is essential to our own survival, longevity and happiness as a species
as well asthat of the animals described in this book.

The tragic reality is that more species become threatened every
day and they will become extinct if we do not act quickly to save them.
But please do not despair! Each and every one of us can help by doing
small things every day, like keeping our beaches clean, reusing and
recycling household items and not wasting water. We can also learn
more about the plight of animals, petition our governments to do more
to help, and support the organisations out there on the frontline
fighting to save endangered animals.

| hope you enjoy exploring and learning about the unique, fragile
and very special animals in this book and that you will feel inspired
to take action yourself to help save them. Our planet and future
generations need us!
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