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Introduction: The Life of the Law



[image: ]



NO MATTER WHERE YOU GO, YOU CAN’T GET AWAY FROM THE LAW. THE LAW AFFECTS NATIONAL SECURITY (TERRORISM), PERSONAL SAFETY (GUN CONTROL), POLITICS (BUSH V. GORE), BUSINESS (ENRON), SCIENCE (cloning), entertainment (Napster), pop culture (Judge Judy), and just about anything else you can name.


A law degree is your ticket to the world of law. Without going to law school, it’s nearly impossible to become a lawyer. And if you’re not a lawyer, your ability to shape the law just isn’t the same.


Why be a lawyer? For some, it’s the satisfaction of locking up bad guys. For others, it’s facilitating a $1 billion business deal. For still others, it’s protecting the innocent, wiggling through a loophole in the tax code, or redefining the concept of intellectual property. (Of course, it doesn’t hurt that the median base salary for first-year law firm associates was $95,000 in 2001.)


There’s just one catch. Law school is hard. Very hard. And it’s also expensive. Shirt-off-your-back expensive.


That’s where this book comes in. The JD Jungle Law School Survival Guide will show you how to successfully navigate all three years of the law school experience. It will help you get accepted at the law school of your choice, find financial aid, study and take exams more effectively, manage stress, pass the bar exam, and land the job of your dreams.


The law is about power. It’s about making a difference. It’s about success. The JD Jungle Law School Survival Guide will help you achieve all three.


                Jon Gluck


           Editor, JD Jungle


                Suma CM


        Editor, jdjungle.com
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Why Law School?
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                            •  Where Can a JD Take You?


                            •  Will You Thrive?


                            •  Do You Need a JD?


                            •  Go for It


IF YOU’RE THINKING ABOUT LAW SCHOOL, YOU’RE NOT ALONE. ACCORDING TO THE LAW SCHOOL ADMISSION COUNCIL (LSAC), 77,200 AMERICAN MEN AND WOMEN APPLIED FOR A JD IN 2001, AND THEIR reasons for doing so were probably just as numerous. Some may have envisioned fighting for justice; others, just fighting off financial insecurity with a fat paycheck. No matter what your reasons for considering law school, making the right decision requires careful consideration and self-examination.


Legal education has a lot of great things going for it, but it’s certainly no cakewalk. Programs can be intense, time-consuming, and fiercely competitive (just ask any student in the thick of her first year). They’re also expensive—tuition costs range from about $10,000 a year at a state school to almost $30,000 at a private institution, so by graduation time many aspiring lawyers are saddled with big debts. In addition, the curriculum takes at least three years to complete—longer if you’re going part-time.


Here’s what to consider before leaping into the world of law school.



WHERE CAN A JD TAKE YOU?



“The biggest misconception that parents and students have is that all lawyers put on a tie, go out, and deliver arguments in a courtroom,” says Joyce Whittington, director of career services at the University of Mississippi School of Law. While there are definitely a few Ally McBeals, Matlocks, and JAGs running around the world, a law degree offers many options beyond cross-examining witnesses all day. Almost every institution and organization needs a lawyer at one time or another.


The typical graduate can choose from an array of careers, from major corporate law firm work to public-interest advocacy. Private law firms, the most common place for graduates to land, do everything from litigation work to tax law, real estate law, intellectual property, and government lobbying and regulation. Banks, consulting firms, and corporations employ JDs both as associates and as in-house counsel. A JD may also come in handy if someday you want to cut through all the red tape associated with starting your own business.


Whittington advises roughly 500 Mississippi law school students each year, helping them land summer internships, associate positions at firms, and clerkships with judges. Over the years, she’s also placed JDs in less conventional careers, such as journalism, foreign service, and finance. “You can use your law degree for anything,” she says, especially because it teaches you to write persuasively and to perform quick analysis.


WILL YOU THRIVE IN LAW SCHOOL?


How do you know if you’re up for the career? Whittington advises prospective students to read as much as they can about the field.


Perhaps the best way to figure out if a JD is right for you is to spend a day pretending you’re a law student. A little investigative research can go a long way. “Sit in on law school classes, talk to law students, and meet with faculty members,” advises Andrew Leipold, associate dean at the University of Illinois College of Law, in Champaign.


Also consider the daily grind: You’ll have to do homework, meet with study groups, and take exams all over again. The detail-oriented nature of legal education means that students are forced to read massive textbooks and assimilate information quickly. Logical reasoning is stressed, and law students are often required to think on their feet as they are subjected to professors’ cold calls, heated classroom debates, and moot court competitions.


Barra Little, a Harvard Law School graduate who has advised more than 90 prelaw undergraduates, cautions that you have to be in the right frame of mind: “Think of what you’ll be doing—analyzing short writing pieces, studying arguments and logic, doing clinicals (all for a grade)—and decide whether all of this appeals to you.”


That’s what Hilary Abell did before law school: After teaching kindergarten for a year, she was pretty sure she wanted to become a children’s rights advocate. But first, she enrolled in an introduction to law class at Harvard’s Extension School. “I wanted to be 150 percent certain that this was what I wanted to do,” she says.


DO YOU REALLY NEED A JD?


JDs work in a variety of fields, and many of them pursue nontraditional careers after law school. Some go through the three-year program only to decide that they don’t actually want to practice law.


After graduating from Georgetown University Law Center, David Flyer set up his own litigation practice in Washington, D.C. It didn’t take long for him to realize that being a “traditional” lawyer wasn’t for him. “I got tired of tearing things down and fighting with people,” he says. “I wanted to build things up and shake hands.” Flyer decided it was time for a career change and became the general manager (and general counsel) for Viaduct, an Internet professional services company; he’s now the COO and general counsel for High-wheel Design Group, a web-development consulting firm.


Flyer has mixed feelings about his law degree. While he didn’t enjoy his prior work as a lawyer, he’s found the degree invaluable in his new career. A JD not only impressed recruiters but also gave him valuable skills. “You can definitely go out and do equally compelling work without a JD,” he says. “But law school gives you knowledge and perspective that make you better at almost anything you’ll do.”


GO FOR ITM


In the end, a law degree is what you make of it. “If you enjoy the world of ideas, then don’t worry about whether you want to be a practicing lawyer, or whether you want to go into politics or business or not-for-profit work,” says Leipold. “Ask what makes you happy. And if you like the idea of law school and it feels right, then go for it.”
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Choosing the Right Law School
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                            •  Do Your Research


                            •  Law School Specialties


                            •  Dual Degrees


                            •  Law School Later in Life


OKAY. YOU’VE SPENT MANY SLEEPLESS NIGHTS PONDERING THE LAST CHAPTER, CREATING PRO-AND-CON LISTS, CONSULTING COUNSELORS, AND ENGAGING IN SOME SERIOUS SOUL-SEARCHING. YOUR DECISION? Yes, law school is for you.


You know that a legal education teaches students how to acquire and analyze information, solve problems, and effectively articulate ideas. To successfully navigate the law school admissions process, follow these steps.


DO YOUR RESEARCH


The best way to begin the process is to contact your college’s prelaw adviser. These gurus have the inside scoop on what schools are looking for in a candidate—and the information you need to increase your chances of getting in. They can help you assess your candidacy with a critical eye, provide you with the resources you need, and assist you in making an educated decision about where to apply.


Though it may be tempting to select schools by throwing darts at a rankings list, we suggest you take a more calculated approach and consider the following factors before making your choice:


Selectivity


Check out the schools’ websites and compare your GPA and Law School Admission Test (LSAT) scores to those of students enrolled at the schools you’re thinking about. James Bowers, a former admissions officer at Duke University School of Law, advises students to apply to a range of schools: “schools you’re pretty darn certain you’ll get into, schools where your scores are at the median, and of course the ‘reaches.’”


Find out what individual programs are looking for in a candidate, then identify ways not only to meet those standards but also to differentiate yourself from your peers. Bill Hoye, associate dean of admissions at the University of Southern California Law School, says that the admissions process has become much more difficult because of the substantial increase in competitive candidates with excellent credentials. (Some schools have seen application numbers go up as much as 15–30 percent in recent years.) “We find ourselves denying applicants who in previous years may have been more competitive,” Hoye says. With application rates soaring, it’s critical that you stand out from the pack.


Geography


“Students do their best work where they are happiest,” says Hoye. Whether you yearn to take a bite out of the Big Apple or to spend your study breaks in Malibu, there is a law school out there for you. While you don’t have to attend school in the area where you intend to practice, admissions officers do encourage students to take full advantage of the opportunity to network locally. Many regional law firms don’t go too far to recruit—they get all the associates they need at local schools, so you may be at a disadvantage if you’re too far away.


Areas of Concentration


What type of law would you like to specialize in? Many schools have distinct strengths in certain curriculum areas. Find out who does what best. Cruise through schools’ websites to see what they emphasize about curricula.


Fit


Check the schools’ websites, talk to current and former students, and visit campuses if possible to see where you’ll feel comfortable.










TIP:    Even if you’re several years out of college, you may be able to use your alma mater’s advising and career services offices (though some charge a fee).










LAW SCHOOL SPECIALTIES


Here are some schools to consider if you’re interested in particular practice areas (source: U.S. News & World Report):


      Clinical Training


      Georgetown, New York University, American University (Washington, D.C.), CUNY–Queens College, Yale.


      Tax Law


      NYU, University of Florida (Levin), Georgetown, Harvard, Yale.


      Trial Advocacy


      Stetson, Temple (Beasley), Georgetown, Northwestern, Samford (Cumberland).


      International Law


      NYU, Columbia, Harvard, Georgetown, Yale.


      Health Care Law


      University of Houston, Boston University, Loyola University Chicago, St. Louis University, University of Maryland.


      Environmental Law


      Lewis and Clark’s Northwestern School, Vermont Law School, Pace, Stanford, University of Maryland.


      Dispute Resolution


      Harvard, Pepperdine, Ohio State, University of Missouri–Columbia, Hamline.


      Intellectual Property Law


      UC-Berkeley (Boalt Hall), George Washington, Franklin Pierce Law Center, NYU, Yeshiva University (Cardozo), University of Houston.


DUAL DEGREES


What if you’re interested in pursuing two degrees simultaneously? Many schools allow you to pair the JD with an MD, an MBA, or another program.


Kim Doody has based her future on a combination of her three favorite TV shows—ER, Law & Order, and The West Wing. Though she wants to practice medicine as a forensic psychiatrist, she also has her sights set on eventually becoming a health policy expert, drafting legislation and steering the nation’s health care agenda. In a nutshell, she’s aiming to be a future surgeon general or secretary of Health and Human Services. “I want to be in a place where I can effect changes in health policy,” she says.


But Doody knew she needed to do more than just immerse herself in NBC’s prime-time lineup. So she enrolled in a joint-degree program at Southern Illinois University that allows her to simultaneously earn a JD and an MD.


Dancing this graduate degree two-step certainly isn’t for everyone, but Doody says that obtaining the extra law degree will make all the difference in reaching her career goal. “I feel like I could go in and write law right now. I can understand legislation,” she says.


Although students enrolled in joint-degree programs make up only about 10 percent of the JD student population, many like Doody have decided that two degrees are better than one. And schools across the country have made joint degrees easier than ever to obtain by combining programs that attract students with all types of interests. Law students, for example, can get additional degrees in business, social work, public policy, international studies, computer science—even religion.


For those with a focus like Doody’s, dual degrees offer the opportunity to specialize by combining two disciplines that will help them reach their career goals. “I think that for students with particular interests, a [dual-degree] program has special value,” said Eugene Basanta, a law professor at Southern Illinois University who codirects the school’s JD-MD program.


Less Time, More Skills


Joint-degree programs also give students the chance to reduce the amount of time it ordinarily takes to get graduate degrees. For instance, a JD-MBA usually takes only four years (five semesters of law school and three of B-school)—one fewer semester for each discipline. A JD-MD takes six years instead of the usual seven it would take to earn the degrees back to back. Obtaining a joint degree can also be cheaper than getting degrees separately. A JD-MBA at Northwestern, for example, costs roughly $104,000—a savings of almost $47,000.


The skills and knowledge that come with a dual degree can provide a competitive edge in a tough job market. In the early 1990s, Karl Schieneman was enrolled in the MBA program at Carnegie Mellon’s Graduate School of Industrial Administration. But he feared that in such a poor economy, an MBA alone might not land him the job of his dreams. So he decided to get a law degree, which Carnegie Mellon and the University of Pittsburgh offer in a joint program, to bolster his resumé.


After graduation, he worked as an accountant but later switched gears to work as a temp attorney for a large Pittsburgh law firm, a job that inspired his current business. In 1995, he started Legal Network Ltd., a Pittsburgh-based placement service for temporary and contract attorneys. Schieneman, now in his late thirties, gives much of the credit for his success to his two degrees. “The MBA has been very helpful,” he says. “I have been able to use my business background to analyze law firm operations . . . and how we can help make them better legal organizations.”


Worthwhile, or Wasted Effort?


The jury’s still out on whether two degrees always make sense, particularly for those set on practicing law. For starters, recruiters from big law firms sometimes look down on applicants with joint degrees. Anne Brandt, associate director of the Law School Admission Council, explains that these firms not only shell out big bucks for their young associate hires but also spend a lot of time training them. As a result, she says, some firms are wary of any hint—such as a second degree—that might indicate a lack of commitment to practicing law.


Geoffrey Lee, president of Counsel Source, an attorney recruiting firm in Dallas, adds that students intent on practicing law after graduation should focus on improving their class rank rather than chasing down a second degree. From the perspective of a big firm, he argues, having knockout grades beats having two degrees, especially if the grades in both disciplines are mediocre.


In addition, Brandt points out that you don’t always need a second degree to specialize in a particular area of the law. She says that most top law schools offer a wide array of courses for students who want to concentrate on subjects off the beaten path. “It is not necessary to have a degree in computer science to represent a dot-com,” she says.


Expensive—and Tough


Another downside to dual degrees is the sheer expense. The cost of a four-year JD-MBA at the University of Pennsylvania, for example, is roughly $160,000 for room, board, and tuition, whereas a JD alone costs $117,201. “You’re amassing an amazing amount of debt,” says Rose Martinelli, director of MBA admissions and financial aid at Penn’s Wharton School. “You have to be silly to get a degree that you’re not going to use.”


A joint program isn’t only hard on your wallet. It’s also stressful and time-consuming. “There are going to be some dark days and long nights,” says Southern Illinois University’s Basanta. “You need to have the emotional, intellectual, and physical commitment.”


GOING TO LAW SCHOOL LATER IN LIFE


The typical law school student is between the ages of 23 and 26, but according to the LSAC 21.8 percent of all law school applicants in 1999–2000 were over 30. Though their reasons for seeking a legal education and their experiences in their programs vary, the consensus remains: School isn’t just for “kids.”


Many JD programs have flexible schedules that accommodate older students. In addition to offering a full-time program with daytime courses, schools offer evening classes and part-time curricula, allowing students to graduate in anywhere from three to six years. This range of options is allowing more and more midlifers to pursue law degrees.



Why They Go and What They Do


Unlike some of their younger counterparts, mature JDs tend to have specific career goals in mind when enrolling in law school. Everett Bellamy, an assistant dean at Georgetown Law Center, believes there are several motivational factors: Some seek to strengthen their skills within their chosen industry; others are looking to make a career switch; and still others go simply for the intellectual stimulation.


Building on Experience


Lucille Roussin already held a Ph.D. and taught art history and archaeology at Sarah Lawrence College in Bronxville, New York, and Cooper Union in New York City, before she decided to enroll in the full-time program at New York’s Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law. Over the years she’d become interested in stolen artwork and antiquities and wanted to help governments reclaim their cultural treasures. After consulting with friends and colleagues, she decided to take the plunge and apply to law school at age 49. “The whole thing was bizarre,” she says. “Suddenly I was on the other side of the podium, taking the Princeton Review LSAT-prep course with a bunch of 20-year-olds and starting my first year at school all over again.” Today, Roussin is an adjunct professor at Cardozo and has a thriving private practice specializing in Holocaust restitution claims.


Developing New Skills


Like their younger classmates, some older JDs are just beginning their professional careers. Margaret Utterback worked as a naval officer right after college but had been a stay-at-home mom for 10 years when she applied to the University of Wisconsin Law School in Madison. “I was lacking intellectual stimulation,” she explains. “Once my kids started going to school full-time, I wanted to get my brain back in the groove.” Utterback, now in her late thirties, was president of Wisconsin’s student support group, OWLS (Older Wiser Law Students), and is now an associate at Madison’s Quarles & Brady.


Expanding Your Mind


Walter Pincus covered national security issues at the Washington Post for almost 40 years; at 68, he donned his cap and gown at Georgetown Law’s graduation. For Pincus, the decision to enroll in the part-time program was motivated by his desire to take on a new challenge. He continues to write for the Post, whose editors were supportive of his “extracurricular” activity. “The experience has been terrific,” says Pincus. “And,” he adds, “I was older than most of my professors.”


The Upside


Law school faculty have welcomed older students. Georgetown’s Bellamy says that though older JDs are held to the same competitive admissions criteria as the twentysomething crowd, Georgetown considers the breadth of life experience when reviewing older applicants. So, while your LSATs need to be high, job performance matters far more than, say, how many extracurriculars you pursued in college 15 years ago.


Gregory Ogden, who teaches civil procedure and administrative law at Pepperdine, believes that older students enhance class discussions. “They bring a perspective and maturity that help us deal with conflicts and problems,” he says. As faculty adviser to several of the school’s law journals, he believes that the over-30 JDs prove stronger in work-related skills such as cooperation and management. “They have a stabilizing influence on group projects,” he points out. Wisconsin’s assistant dean for student and academic affairs, Ruth Robarts, who went to law school after working as a high school principal for 10 years, agrees. She believes that her prior experience made her a better student. “You’re just more focused and more mature,” she says.


The Challenges


There are some drawbacks to heading to law school later in life. Older JDs don’t always enjoy the same opportunities as their younger counterparts. Lucrative partner-track jobs at firms often demand young blood—eager recruits with a minimum of outside commitments who can log insane hours as associates. Adnan Latis, a thirtysomething law student at Wisconsin, acknowledges, “There is a stigma. I would be in a better position at a firm if I were younger, because they expect you to work 100 hours a week.” With a wife and two children, Latis is unable to make that kind of commitment. However, he notes that older students can find niches within the legal field. Firms will often create more reasonable schedules for older associates with useful experience. Corporations and not-for-profits also readily hire older graduates as in-house counsel.


Another hurdle older students face is readjusting to the rigors of school. “I wasn’t used to studying anymore,” says Roussin. “I had to discipline myself again.” But with time, Roussin found that she was able to develop an effective studying strategy, devoting blocks of time to reviewing at home, and she succeeded.


Latis, who moved his wife and two children from Nevada to study in Madison, has no regrets about his decision. “If you really want to do something, don’t ever make age a hindrance to your objectives,” he says. “It’s just an excuse.”
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Paying for Your Education
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                            •  Loans


                            •  Scholarships


                            •  Work


                            •  Loan Forgiveness


NO MATTER HOW AND WHEN YOU GO TO LAW SCHOOL, THE OLD ADAGE HOLDS TRUE: YOU HAVE TO SPEND MONEY TO MAKE MONEY. BECOMING A LAWYER IS NO EXCEPTION—YOU MAY ANTICIPATE EARNING SIX figures as an attorney, but law school expenses can set you back more than $130,000. So before you trot into Excellence & Wealth LLC decked out in Armani, you need to figure out how to pay for your education.


LOANS


Although scholarships, grants, and good old-fashioned employment are all available to help finance a JD, most students take on loans. According to the Law School Admission Council, approximately 80 percent of law students borrow at least some money to cover tuition, books, an apartment, and a steady supply of macaroni and cheese. Loan money comes from three major sources: individual law schools, the federal government, and private lending companies. The size of packages available, as well as differences in payback plans and interest rates, will help determine which source—or combination of sources—is best for you. Students who borrow from federal and private sources graduate with an average debt of $80,000; those with only government loans generally owe about $61,000, according to the LSAC.


Aid from Schools


Most students first hit up the financial aid office of the school they choose. Schools generally offer money more freely and with fewer contingencies than other lenders, because the aid is not always closely tied to need. Many, including Temple University’s Beasley School of Law, do not require students to include parental income information when they apply for scholarships, grants, and loans. Some schools even dish out “emergency loans” if you’re suddenly short on cash in the midst of your three years. Washburn University School of Law, in Kansas, administers federal aid programs through the university’s financial aid office; but the law school has its own stash of funding to help students (usually those who have already applied for federal financial aid) with short-term emergency loans. Similarly, Tulane Law School, in New Orleans, and the Northwestern School of Law of Lewis & Clark College, in Oregon, maintain specific funds for emergency loans.


The flip side to borrowing money from schools is that they may ask you to pay it back more quickly than the government or a private lender would. They may also allow you to borrow more money than you need. That can be dangerous. The more cash you request today, the more you will have to pay back—with interest. And you shouldn’t have to subsist on ramen noodles after law school.


Government Loans


You will probably take out private as well as government loans, but check with the public sources first. Federal loans such as unsubsidized or subsidized Stafford Loans (the latter are based on need and don’t accrue interest while you’re in school) offer the lowest interest rates and do not require a credit check. You merely have to fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). And people are definitely taking advantage of Uncle Sam’s help: In fiscal year 2000, some 8.4 million undergraduate and graduate students borrowed $51.4 billion from the federal government, according to Joe Aiello, media relations director of the government’s Student Financial Assistance department. You must apply to renew federal loans every year by filing a new FAFSA, and your loan eligibility is subject to change during your school term (say, due to inheritance or marriage).


Private Loans


You might not qualify for all forms of federal aid (for example, your spouse may earn too much). But if Daddy Warbucks isn’t writing your tuition checks, a private loan organization can help you finance your education.


“Different people are comfortable with different amounts of debt,” says Pat Curry, communications director at Access Group, Inc., a major nonprofit private lending organization. “The biggest thing is really just planning and researching and being prepared.” Curry stresses that groundwork must include ensuring your eligibility: Pay off all debts and credit cards before applying for private loans, which rely on credit checks for students and/or their cosigners.


Sallie Mae, the largest private provider of educational funding in the United States, offers a LAWLOANS program in conjunction with other lenders. To qualify for its private loan, you must request a Federal Stafford Loan first, but you can apply for both from its website or call 800–984–0190. A Sallie Mae representative says that many entering law students have already reached the maximum federal aid allowance while financing their undergraduate educations. For them, private loans are available—with a benefit come graduation time: “You always want to use your law study loans, because then you are eligible for a bar study loan [when you are studying for the bar exam].”


Sallie Mae’s annual loans stretch from $500 to the maximum education cost a student faces (minus other aid received) and have a nine-month postgraduation grace period before repayment begins. Interest rates and fees vary depending on where you attend school and whether you enlist a coborrower but may be as low as $50 per month. Graduates may elect to pay only the interest for two to four years after they earn the diploma. Furthermore, if you need to drop out for a semester before the loan is fully disbursed, you are eligible to apply for new loans as soon as the law school returns the money. And if you become permanently disabled, the government steps in and picks up the tab.


SCHOLARSHIPS


If the mere thought of taking on debt induces an anxiety attack, there are a few ways to avoid it and still sport “Esq.” after your name.


Jennifer, a student at Saint John’s University School of Law, in New York, got three fat envelopes from admissions offices—and three fat envelopes from financial aid offices. While both Catholic University of America’s Columbus School of Law and Penn State University offered her partial tuition packages, St. John’s offered her a free ride. Jennifer had a tough time making her decision, though, since Catholic had offered her a spot in its prestigious communications law program. But a dean at Catholic admitted that leaving law school without loans would provide Jennifer with more freedom to pursue her career path of choice without financial obligations clouding her decisions. “He basically told me, ‘Holy cow! Take it!’” Jennifer says. And she did, opting to go with the full academic scholarship. It has certainly paid off: Though many first-year law students (1Ls) feel the heat when their only summer job offers are for unpaid positions, the money Jennifer saved on tuition allowed her to seek—and accept—a summer internship in the public sector.


Many schools offer need-blind merit scholarships, as well as grants to cover demonstrated need. For example, the University of Dayton School of Law, in Ohio, awarded scholarships (ranging from $2,500 to full tuition) to at least 90 of the 167 members of its fall 1999 incoming class. Dayton is one of many law schools that dole out scholarships based on information included on applications for admission: LSAT scores, undergraduate GPAs, and the like. Other schools require prospective students to file separate scholarship applications with their applications for admission. Prospective students at Drake University Law School, in Des Moines, Iowa, for example, are considered for the Dwight D. Opperman full-tuition scholarship when they complete separate applications for admission and merit-based aid. The key to ensuring that you have the best chance to win that money is to apply as early as possible.


As with federal aid, be aware that a change in your financial status during your three-year stint can negate your eligibility. One veteran attorney got married the day after her first-year final exams at Harvard Law School. She returned from her honeymoon to find a letter from HLS congratulating her on her recent marriage—and revoking her scholarship since she was now part of a “family unit” with income.
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