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Y


ou may think you know 


Q


UEEN 


QUEEN


EL


EL


IZA


BETH II.


IZABETHII.


 


She’s the lady with the curly, white hair who lives in a palace 


with her corgis, royal family and beautiful crowns, right? 


But once, a very long time ago, the Queen wasn’t actually     


the Queen. She was a young princess who loved to play  


and have fun. 


This is that 


YO


UNG PRINCESS’S STORY. 


YOUNG PRINCESS’S STORY. 


Clara Kni


g


ht. 


Elizabe


t


h 


couldn’t 


pronounce her 


first name 


and called 


her


 


ALLA.


Nursemaid 


Mar


g


aret 


MacDonald, 


Nicknamed 


BOBO.


Elizabeth'


?


 


That’s a bit of a 


mouthful for  


a little one.
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Over one hundred years ago,  


two princes were born – Edward and Albert. 


Their parents were King George V of the  


United Kingdom and Queen Mary. Edward  


would become King after his father.


Albert became the Duke of York.  


He fell in love with a noble lady, called 


Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon. Albert proposed  


 


T


HREE TIMES


THREE TIMES


 before she said, ‘Yes’!


On 21 April 1926, Albert and Elizabeth  


had a baby. She became Her Royal Highness 


the Princess Elizabeth of York.


Bobo’s sister, 


RUBY. 


She’ll probably 


call herself 


Lizzie. Or Betty.


Everyone will call 


her Your Highness or 


Ma’am, but we’ll call 


her our Lilibet!


PR


INCESS ELIZABETH


PRINCESS ELIZABETH


 


was


 always meant to 


stay a princess and never be the Queen. That’s 


because everyone was sure her uncle Edward 


would become King and that he would marry 


and have children.


But things don’t always work out as you  


might expect …
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Eliz


abeth’s home was in 


P


ICCADILLY, LONDON


PICCADILLY, LONDON


.


.


 


It had 


five floors (that's a lot of stairs!) and a balcony. It was a bit 


like a 


SMALL P


ALACE,


SMALL PALACE,


 except that people going past on 


buses could see into the windows. Behind the house were 


gardens that were shared by the neighbours. They must 


have loved sharing with a princess! 


Being a princess meant that 


Elizabeth had to do princess  


things such as 


C


URTSYING


CURTSYING


 


to her grandparents (can you 


imagine!). 


When her grandfather, King 


George V, was ill, she used to  


visit him to cheer him up.  


For her fourth birthday,  


he gave Elizabeth her very  


own pony called 


P


EGGY!


PEGGY!


I’ll have that  


lot when she’s 


gone to bed.
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Carrots for Blaze, 


apple for Dolly, 


cabbage for Bonnie 


and a mint for Star. 


Elizabeth adored horses. She had a collection of toy horses 


on wheels. She lined them all up on the landing and, 


before bedtime, she would feed and water them. 


But soon Elizabeth didn’t just have toy horses to play with, 


she had  a little sister called 


MAR


GARET ROSE!


MARGARET ROSE!


The princess had to study lots of subjects 


including maths and French – though she  
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