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There are plenty of creatures with 


powerful claws, toxic venom or 


daggers on their toes – but do 


they always hurt humans? 


Fear,


If you were to meet an African lion face to face, you’d 



probably feel a fi zz of fear. It’s understandable. It’s also pretty 


sensible. If you’re too complacent when a lion’s around, 


you could be seriously hurt. (Or even eaten . . . )


But is every animal that seems 


scary actually dangerous? 


Fangs


and


Daggers
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And how often does it work the other way 


round – how often should they be scared of us? 


Can fear stop us from seeing what’s interesting 


about others? If we put aside those fears, what 


can we learn from ‘scary’ animals? 


However you feel about the ‘scary’ animals that follow, 


hopefully this book will help you look at them with curiosity. 


And learning about fears and anxieties more generally, as well as how 


they work, can make these feelings a little easier to manage.


So read on to face some of your fears, and perhaps even discover 


that most weren’t worth worrying about in the fi rst place . . .



What about animals 


that don’t seem scary but are 


in fact incredibly dangerous? Can 


appearances be deceiving? And do 


humans do anything that makes 


getting hurt more likely? 


And do some of those animals 


actually keep us safe, by 


replanting forests for example, 


or keeping the planet clean? 
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Whale


Shark


If you were snorkelling 


and a 


whale shark


 


swam underneath you, 


you might feel a sudden 


bubbling of panic. That’s 


because the whale shark 


is the largest fi sh in the 



sea. And it’s 


ENORMOUS


.


A whale shark can grow to almost 


19 metres (m) or more – which 


is about the length of a ten-pin 


bowling lane! But don’t worry, 


this phenomenal fi sh doesn’t eat 



humans. Whale sharks usually 


eat much, MUCH smaller things, 


like fi sh and plankton.



When whale sharks need a snack, 


they open their gargantuan 


mouths and scoop up as much 


food as they can, then fi lter out the 


water. Their mouth basically acts as 


a massive sieve. And when they get 


food stuck in there, they give 


a colossal cough to clear it out. 















 


I might be huge, but my ‘teeth’ are small. 


Given whale sharks prefer small snacks, there’s no need to fear them. And 


we actually have something unusual in common with these gentle giants. 


Just as each human has a unique fi ngerprint, each whale shark has its 


own unique combination of spots and stripes. They’re also quite tame – 


so tame that some humans have been able to catch a ride on one!


  I open wide to snatch a haul, 


  and use my teeny flaps of gill 


  to make sure that my jaws are filled 


with plankton. 


               It’s my favourite dish. 


  Humans? Yuck. I’d rather fish.  


If anything, whale sharks should fear people. Some humans hunt them 


for their oil, meat and fi ns. Others accidentally hurt and kill them when 



fi shing. And tourism can harm them too. When tourist boats or divers 



come near, whale sharks change their direction, dive and speed up to get 


away – and this disrupts their feeding.


GINORMOUS? 


DANGEROUS?


Yes.


No.


So,















African


Lion


Lions are among the most powerful animals on 



Earth and can kill creatures up to four times their 


own size. They’re also at the top of the food chain 


and have no natural predators (apart from humans). 


Of the small number of lions that do exist, they’re incredibly devoted parents. 


Or at least, the lionesses are . . . Male lions don’t actually do much parenting 


(or hunting). Instead, their job is to patrol the pride’s territory until younger 


or more powerful males take over. When this happens – every couple 


of years – the new males drive away older cubs and kill any small ones 


so that they can have their own cubs with the lionesses. 


This is why female lions stick together. Males are up to 50 per cent heavier, 


making it hard for a female to defeat one on her own. In a group, females 


stand a much better chance of protecting themselves and their cubs.
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Lions are probably most famous for their ROAR! 



They roar to tell others in their pride where they 


are. They also do it to show who’s boss without 


having to get into a fi ght. But as much as they love 


to make noise, they also like to sleep. A lot. In fact, 


80 per cent of their time is spent snoozing. 


All I do is work, work, work,


while lazy lions sleep and shirk.


Once I’ve licked and groomed the cubs,


as soon as they are fed and hugged,


I have to leave to hunt again.


Sure, the males have mighty manes,


but female lions rule the plains.


We’re the queens of this terrain.  


Lions have a reputation for being fearsome felines. 


And it’s justifi ed. They can – and have – killed many 



humans. But in the last 150 years, the North African



and Cape lions were hunted to extinction. And in the 



last 200 years, lions have disappeared from most of the 


places they lived in around the world. 


Now there are only two subspecies of lion 


left: the African lion and its cousin in Asia, 


where there are just under 700 still alive.


So, while we have plenty of reasons to 


fear lions, they have plenty more to fear 


humans: we have killed far more of them 


than they have us.
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Gossamer


Worm


Deep, deep in the ocean live ghostly, 


glowing


  



gossamer worms


. 


Although they’re something you 


might expect to see on another 


planet, rather than in the sea. 


I’m a teensy-weensy tiny worm 


in the twilight zone of the sea.


It’s unlikely you will ever have


the joy of meeting me. 


But no matter what, 


do not forget


the things you cannot see . . . 


Gossamer worms spend their entire lives 


swimming. It actually looks more like 


dancing than swimming as this nifty 


little wriggler can swim forwards and 


backwards, make quick turns, and move 


its many little legs amazingly quickly.


It has two bristles sticking out of its 


head, which look like humungous horns. 


It probably uses them to check out the 


surroundings as it dance-swims.


Glowing in the dark is INCREDIBLY useful 


when you live in the ‘twilight zone’. That’s 
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