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      INTRODUCTION


      The Key to the Kingdom of Heaven Is Also Our Key to Happiness on Earth
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      A dear friend once told me that I am giving to others what I need the most. Those words rang true then and continue to ring

         true today. What began as a simple idea—to share with others the inspiration that helped me overcome my own challenging times—has

         become my life’s mission.

      


      As I write this book, I am humbled by the opportunity that I have been given: to impart to you the same seven keys—faith,

         persistence, optimism, hope, gratitude, love, and forgiveness— that have shaped my daily life, and to help you achieve the

         very best, your own heart’s desires, in your precious time here on earth.

      


      I know, all too well, how words of encouragement, given at just the right moment, can save a life… because they saved mine.


      Could it be that more than twenty years have passed since the fateful morning that changed my life? Although time has rushed

         by, it is still difficult for me to write this, and my computer screen blurs as tears fill my eyes.

      


      One late evening in the spring of 1987, I had just returned home from a friend’s house. Earlier that afternoon, I had appeared

         in my hometown’s Memorial Day parade. Only six weeks earlier, I had been crowned Miss Connecticut, USA, and I was feeling

         on top of the world.

      


      As I walked into our kitchen to get a glass of water, I heard a noise behind me. Turning, I saw my mother approaching me.


      “Oh, you startled me,” I said as I turned toward her, happy to see her.


      Mother was caring and kindness at its best. As a child, I always felt her love surround me, and even when I grew up, she cuddled

         me when no one else did. She had the gentlest heart I have ever known, and to me she was a living example of generosity and

         inner beauty. Relying on her faith in God, she lived life with grace and dignity. I remember her smile most of all, for she

         was always full of joy and happiest with a life of simple pleasures.

      


      That night, for some reason, she seemed oddly weak and fragile. But I dismissed the thought and we talked a bit before I headed

         upstairs to my bedroom. Mother followed and told me her plans for the next day. Again I thought, She looks so frail….

      


      In retrospect, I wonder if God was trying to tell me something. But there was no reason to question her good health. Her eyes

         were bright and shining with her usual tenderness and affection.

      


      I recalled, weeks before, that she had gazed often at me with a look of contemplation… maybe of unease. What was in that look?

         Was there love in her eyes? Yes, always. Was there concern for me? Most definitely.

      


      Now, looking back, I believe she sensed that her time on earth was fast concluding. That dim May evening was the last time

         I saw my mother alive. The next morning when I walked down the hallway, I cautiously entered my mother’s bedroom. There I

         found her, lying still and unresponsive, her breath silenced forever.

      


      The word devastated cannot begin to describe how I felt upon the sudden loss of my mother and best friend. There were moments that I doubted

         I could even breathe. But there would be more.

      


      Only one week after the funeral, I was forced to leave the only home I had ever known with barely the clothes on my back.


      That could have been the beginning of a bitter and discouraged approach to life. But for me, survival would come in the form

         of heaven-sent inspiration.

      


      My mother was close beside me as I entered the most traumatic period of my life. I felt her presence constantly as she guided

         me to the Bible to seek comfort and inspiration during those darkest of years.

      


      Gratefully, I filled my mind with God’s affirmative and life-giving promises, which helped me prevail as I pored over the

         Scriptures and inspirational books. Often I would delight in stories about men and women who had triumphed over adversity,

         drawing ever closer to God’s light.

      


      Gradually, these stories began to heal my heart. I learned that the secret to getting through life’s challenges is not what

         happens to you, but what you do with what happens. The way we respond to what occurs will determine whether we will open the door to God’s grace, doing what we can and leaving

         the rest to Him—or leave it tightly closed.

      


      As I persevered, trying to create the right open door for me, I felt an inspiration: to help other people. I thought, If encouraging, hopeful words helped me survive, then they can surely help others. I wanted to share messages of hope with men and women who, like me, were seeking strength, direction, and courage.

      


      When I became a syndicated columnist, I found myself writing of experiences we all share of both the spirit and the heart.

         It has been the greatest blessing for me to have received, over the past fifteen years, thousands of beautiful letters from

         worldwide readers of my columns and the book that followed.

      


      These moments of sharing have brought me an overflow of joyful stories from other lives lifted up from despair and enriched

         by encouraging words and stories. It has delighted me to see how others have opened themselves to the love and faith hidden

         deep within them.

      


      Regardless of the present or future challenges they face, these men and women are grateful for every breath they have been

         given. And with each breath, they are giving thanks for the bright future that awaits them.

      


      Although I would not choose to relive those dark days of long ago, I do give thanks for them, recognizing that they were a

         test God had set before me. Today, I have a loving husband, three delightful daughters, and work that inspires me and gives

         hope to others.

      


      Our magnificent Lord has wondrous plans for your life, too, and I am here to help you unlock those treasures within. All you

         need do is take each one of the seven keys to your heart’s desires and unlock the storehouse of the Lord’s riches that await

         you.

      


      And what is the source of this treasure? It is one of the best gifts of all—the strength and faith that allow us to accept

         every experience as for our good, no matter how it first appears. As Romans 8:28 states, “We know that all things work together

         for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28 NKJV).

      


      Today, the times of change and challenge we face require more faith than ever before. When we support and uplift others, even

         in small ways, we are serving God. I rejoice in the Scripture that says, “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of

         the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40 NIV).

      


      Like an old-fashioned lantern, the Word of God guides us as we take one step at a time. He sheds His light on the paths of

         our lives—a light of pure love, wisdom, and grace. Step-by-step, day after day, and year after year, the joy of the Lord grows

         brighter and brighter as we approach our home in His kingdom. Now, with these seven keys in hand, we can unlock the secrets

         to a life ablaze with the spirit of His love—right here on earth.

      


      Blessings,


      [image: art]


      Catherine


   

      I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and

         hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

      


      —Revelation 3:8 KJV


   

      Key #1:


      FAITH
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      I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, “Move from here to there”

         and it will move.

      


      (Matthew 17:20 NIV)

    


    



    

      I have learned that there is a Force beyond what we can see… and that a Supreme Power is at work in our lives.


      Although we may have been cast upon the turbulent seas of life, if we have faith, God will guide us to a peaceful harbor.


      I have found that at the most challenging times, when I call on my faith the obstacles before me begin to move aside, and

         I can move forward with renewed hope.

      


      With faith in God and in ourselves, we can open the doorway to boundless possibilities, new opportunities, and limitless power.

         Faith is like radar that sees through a temporary fog, and when we realize that our “radar” is working, our hearts are lifted

         and our fears melt away.

      


      Together, dear readers, let us take the next step toward finding our faith, for when we do, we will discover that…


      

         [image: art]	on the other side of defeat, there is victory.

      


      

         [image: art]	on the other side of failure is success.

      


      

         [image: art]	on the other side of turmoil is peace.

      


      Even the smallest amount of faith is enough for God. He will not only guide us, but He will walk beside us on our journeys.

         With God as our Divine Partner, nothing shall be impossible for us. For He is the Author of our lives, and His loving plan

         will ultimately bring us to victory.

      







      HAVE FAITH AND YOUR HEART’S DESIRE WILL COME TO PASS


      Sometimes, all we need is a little faith…


      

         [image: art]	faith that we will overcome a situation.

      


      

         [image: art]	faith that we will achieve our hearts’ desires.

      


      

         [image: art]	faith that we will survive.

      


      God speaks clearly of the power of faith. He reveals that if we have faith even as small as a grain of mustard seed, nothing

         will be impossible for us. He tells us that our faith can move mountains. And He shows that our faith can achieve the impossible

         when it is His perfect will.

      


      Many times we think that we must see it to believe it, but God says you have to believe it, and then you’ll see it. And I have found that this is indeed the way things work.

      


      

         [image: art]	Before I purchased my first car, I bought a decorative front license plate. I told myself that it would adorn the white automobile

         that I imagined I would own.

      


      

         [image: art]	Before I owned a home of my own, I purchased a lovely angel lithograph that I anticipated I’d place in the foyer of my new dwelling.

      


      

         [image: art]	Before I met my husband, I listed the attributes I was looking for in the man I hoped to one day marry.

      


      

         [image: art]	Before I began writing my newspaper column, I joyfully visualized the people it would help.

      


      Sometimes we must work from the end to the beginning, imagining, believing, and anticipating the good aspirations we desire.

         Then our focused minds will help our goals to manifest.

      


      True faith means believing in what you do not yet see, and the reward of having great faith is to actually see what you so strongly believed to be true. I like what American philosopher and poet Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote: “All I have

         seen has taught me to trust the Creator for all I have not seen.”

      


      I have followed this principle my entire life, and I have been amazed by the results. Moreover, when I have faith not only

         in myself, but in God and His ability to work through me, I have seen the extraordinary occur!

      


      As I sit here this morning with a clean white sheet of paper and a pencil in my hand, I translate invisible thoughts into

         actual words, unseen reflections into reality, the intangible into the concrete. As my thoughts flow onto paper, I rejoice

         that God has sown His seeds of hope and joyful expectation into my mind and heart, so that I can share them with others.

      


      I have learned to expect that His Word will flow through me when I open myself to His loving voice, and as I read what I have

         written and see the effect these words have on others, I am humbled and grateful.

      


      Similarly, when you expect faith to work, you can rest assured that what you seek will, in God’s time, happen. You can be

         certain that if it is God’s divine will, what you work and hope for will be awaiting you, even if you cannot see it up ahead.

      


      Now it is time to step forward into the fullness of His plan and achieve your destiny. Believe in your unique, very special

         gifts. Set your sights high. Discover your inner strength and you will determine your own worth, because with God as your

         partner, nothing is impossible.

      


      Can you envision your dream? Then you can achieve it.


      Can you see yourself accomplishing your goals? Then you will!


      One afternoon, I asked my daughter Lauren what the word faith means to her. My nine-year-old confidently replied, “When I hear the word faith, I think of it as someone believing they can do anything.”

      


      Next I asked, “Can you give me an example?”


      Lauren said, “Sure, Mom. For instance, if someone didn’t do very well in a dance rehearsal, they would expect to do better the next time.”

      


      When you work with expectant, affirmative, and enthusiastic faith, when you say what you want and doubt not in your heart,

         you will watch in wonderment as the extraordinary occurs.

      


      Therefore, expect this to be a fantastic day, expect your children to flourish, expect your relationships to thrive, expect good health, expect to overcome setbacks, and expect your business to succeed. What you expect, you’ll attract. Expect the good, and it will be yours.

      


      “Catherine, what else can I do?” you might question. Forget the “what-ifs.” Never, ever look back. Negativity can delay the

         positive, so reprogram your mind to get rid of any lingering doubts or fears. If thoughts of failure seep into your thoughts,

         focus on the fact that God is in control. Recall that Psalm 62:7–8 declares, “In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock

         of my strength, and my refuge, is in God. Trust in him at all times” (Psalm 62:7–8 KJV).

      


      Keep in mind: you are the living son or daughter of God. There is no greater protection than the assurance of God’s love for

         you. Now, believe it and go forth with action—just as the centurion did during the time of Jesus.

      


      In the Bible, Matthew chapter 8 tells us a story of faith in action. A centurion had heard about the miracles of Jesus, and

         he unquestionably believed that Jesus had the supreme power and authority to perform these wonders. When his servant became

         ill, the centurion approached Jesus to ask Him to heal this beloved member of the family.

      


      The passage describes how Jesus told the centurion, “Go; it shall be done for you, as you have believed” (Matthew 8:13 NASB). And the centurion’s servant was healed at that very moment. Though joyful at the outcome, the centurion was not really

         surprised. In fact, he fully expected to see his servant’s health restored. He understood the basics of faith and took God’s

         word as the answer he had sought.

      


      For what was said to him is said to all of us: Believe, and you shall receive; only believe and see the power of faith.


      IN TIMES OF TRIAL, LET GO AND LET GOD LEAD


      The first line of a hymn says, “Prayer is the key to heaven, but faith unlocks the door” (Samuel T. Scott and Robert L. Sande).


      I folded my hands in a tight embrace, looked to God, and prayed, “If this is Your will, Lord… if this is where You want me

         to be, just open the door and let me walk through. If it is not, then You can shut it tight and I’ll walk away.”

      


      Five years ago, my husband, Todd, and I were having breakfast at a local restaurant. On the table was a real-estate booklet

         showcasing houses for sale. Casually I began looking through it. My eyes widened as I turned to the fourth page and saw a

         photo of a grand home under construction.

      


      “Let’s go and see this house,” I urged Todd as I sipped my coffee. “It looks so beautiful.”


      The home reminded me of a photo that I had seen long ago in a magazine. About fifteen years earlier, when I lived in a tiny

         two-room apartment, I had cut out a photo of an author’s gorgeous home and placed it in a decorating book, gazing at it from

         time to time.

      


      That very morning we called the Realtor, who gave us the address of the home. We drove down a long, winding country road,

         following the directions, then took a left turn into the new development.

      


      I looked to my right. The house was in a beautiful neighborhood, and it sat high on a slight hill, with two grand pillars

         placed at the front entrance. Although still unfinished, we could see that it would be breathtaking. We parked our car in

         the driveway and I said enthusiastically, “Let’s go in!”

      


      The construction workers were there, as well as the builder. We walked through each room, and I imagined what kind of curtains

         would adorn the windows, where my desk would be placed in the large home office, and how our children would one day play outdoors

         on the spacious two acres of land.

      


      At first we both thought the house was beyond our reach. But because I trusted that the impossible can become possible, I

         asked Todd, “Can we run the numbers? Let’s try. Maybe it could work.”

      


      Subsequently, after careful planning and consideration, we put down a deposit on the new construction, contingent upon the

         sale of our present home.

      


      Well, it was one thing after another. Everywhere we turned, we met another stumbling block. Our current house wasn’t selling;

         the builder needed to finish the customization of the house, and time was running out on our contract.

      


      After much prayer, we decided that this was not where God wanted us. So we withdrew our deposit and walked away. Somehow,

         though, I just couldn’t give up on my dream.

      


      Week after week, we drove past the neighborhood. We continued to have faith and saw our dream home coming to pass in our minds.

         And one day, as we were parked in front of that house, Todd said to me, “Look across the street.”

      


      We had been so focused on the first house that we didn’t even realize there was a lovely vacant lot right across the street!


      “Let’s make the developer an offer on that lot,” Todd suggested. Soon after, we bought the lot quite reasonably, sold our

         previous home, contracted with a wonderful builder, and watched him build the home of our dreams.

      


      It is a dwelling similar to the picture I cut out of that old magazine, the elegant home I imagined so many years ago. God

         is so good, and He always holds something better for us on the horizon.

      


      I have learned to place everything in God’s hands and leave the outcome of each situation to Him. He knows what my desires

         are, but most important, He knows what I need. I have come to believe that He has designed a life plan for me. When I follow

         His lead, I may encounter some obstacles, but ultimately, I arrive at a place of peace and joy.

      


      Sometimes God gives us tests and watches carefully to see how we will respond. When we choose to pray and then give the situation

         back to Him to take care of, He will always bring about what’s best for us.

      


      When we put down our deposit on that new home under construction and circumstances did not go our way, I began to experience

         great anxiety. But when I contemplated what to do, I remembered that the wisdom of God is first and foremost the wisdom of

         peace that brings us to fulfillment.

      


      I stopped, listened, and trusted as I felt God wrap His peace and love around me. As my stress level evaporated, I became

         calm once again. I also clearly understood that when God wants something for us, He opens the door wide so that we can walk

         through. On the other side is His gift—the right gift—for us.

      


      If you must constantly ask others, “What should I do?” you would be wise to await His guidance. You need not give up your

         plans, but if something or someone is causing you heartache or stress, turn to God and put your faith in Him to take care

         of it. A friend of mine recommends, “Say a prayer and put your hope in God. He will lead you the way He wants you to go.”

      


      At the same time, try to separate from those who disturb your peace of mind. When you are in a more peaceful place, you will

         be better able to hear His voice. When you are prayerful, you will become more sensitive to who and what is in your life.

         Sometimes a corner must be turned before a prayer can be answered. If this is the case, have faith that He will lead you to

         that corner.

      


      God has told us, “Seek peace, and pursue it” (Psalm 34:14 KJV). Therefore, I carefully consider any situation that does not feel harmonious to me. Because the ways of the Lord are those

         of peace, strength, and goodness, those are the qualities I choose to experience.

      


      One day, Susan, a friend, told me that the hours at her job had been severely cut back and her boss was giving her a difficult

         time. Although she was close to despair, she chose to pray for help, to put her problems in God’s hands. The very next week,

         Susan discovered five hundred dollars in a dresser drawer she had forgotten about. Soon afterward, she learned that her troublesome

         manager was being transferred to another location. Suddenly, everything was going her way!

      


      “God always takes care of me,” Susan told me happily. And I agree! He is no respecter of rank or station but will do His loving

         work for any one of us. He asks only that we reach out to Him, and that we have faith in Him to deliver.

      


      When you do so, you will discover a wonderful secret: He is in control, His ways are best, and His plans are glorious. When

         He says, “Do not worry, My child, I will supply your needs,” rest assured that He will carry your burdens when you ask Him

         to do so.

      


      It is good to know that God’s guidance will light our pathways through life. Keep in mind, “He is always thinking about you

         and watching everything that concerns you” (1 Peter 5:7 TLB).

      


      PEOPLE MAY JUDGE US BY OUR SUCCESSES, BUT GOD LOOKS ONLY AT OUR EFFORTS


      When you march into the open arms of faith and take a step into the unknown, you must trust that one of two things will happen:

         either a clear path will appear for your journey, or God’s hand will guide you to find it.

      


      It is easy to persevere and have faith when things are going well, but what makes us overcome our limitations and rise to

         new levels of success? The answer is this: being able to recognize opportunities when we encounter adversity.

      


      I admire the faith-filled attitude of a business colleague of mine. He recently told me that he was on the verge of losing

         his biggest client. However, instead of being worried or upset, he said, “I know if this doesn’t work out, God has something

         better for me. More and better opportunities are just ahead.”

      


      And he was right. For the client he lost, two new ones appeared within weeks who were easier to work with and whom he could

         bring to greater success. Once again, my friend’s faith was rewarded, and I was newly inspired by his story.

      


      I recall a conversation I had with a young lady who said, “Catherine, I have a challenging situation at work with a difficult

         new boss. How can I keep faith during this time?”

      


      I pointed out that many who have faced such challenges report that adversity brought with it surprising gifts. So when hardship

         comes, summon the courage to push forward.

      


      In the Bible, I read that there was a woman who, for twelve years, endured much pain and suffering with an illness that caused

         continual bleeding. She had undergone many different treatments for her illness without even a glimmer of healing. Still,

         she rose above her fears with great faith, and with it she reached out to touch the hem of Jesus’ robe. She believed, “If

         I just touch his clothes, I will be healed” (Mark 5:28 NIV).

      


      So she did not give up and worked her way through the crowds until she came up just behind Him. Then she reached out her hand

         and touched the edge of His cloak. Immediately, her bleeding stopped.

      


      Jesus asked, “Who touched me?” But no one knew. But Jesus felt “that power had gone out from him” (Mark 5:30 NIV). Then the woman fell at His feet, told why she had touched Him, and explained how she had been instantly restored to health.

      


      I love the words Jesus spoke: “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, healed of your disease” (Mark 5:34 TLB).

      


      At times, to leave adversity behind you must go through it. There may be twists, turns, and valleys on your path, but the

         Spirit of God will lead you to victory. Think of setbacks as teachers sent to help you build knowledge, strength, and endurance.

      


      Often problems hold their own solutions. When we have faith, we look forward to a successful outcome. By believing in God’s

         promises, we will see things work out, often better than we might imagine. We will triumph over our problems if we approach

         them with faith in God and the power of our prayers.

      


      This brings to mind the letter a fifty-five-year-old reader of my column wrote to me six years ago. He revealed that he had

         suffered serious medical problems and as a result had lost his business and almost everything he owned. But instead of giving

         up, he remained optimistic about the future, and when he was able to regain his strength, he started another business.

      


      Starting over with ongoing health issues seemed almost impossible, but this man remained steadfast and strong by counting

         his blessings and recalling the incredible things God had done for him in the past.

      


      A short time ago, I received another letter from him. He enthusiastically affirmed that his health had dramatically improved,

         his new company was doing well, his home life was happier, and his son was working with him in the family business. He praised

         God for transforming his circumstances and giving him a fresh start.

      


      Everyone has a purpose in life. If you have breath in your body, it means you still have goals to accomplish. The goal God

         best recognizes is the one that will help and uplift another, so persist in your goal of making the world a better place.

         God blesses those who endure and who help others do the same.

      


      SURRENDER AND BECOME WHAT GOD CREATED YOU TO BE


      I guess I wanted to read it in the sky, as if written by a sky-writing airplane—an affirmation of what I should do. Seeking

         a reassuring voice, I tried to clearly hear the answer I was searching for.

      


      Am I making the correct decision? I questioned myself. Is this the right thing to do?


      It was the spring of 2005, and I was recuperating from the difficult birth of my third daughter, Sophia. Sitting in my home

         office, I was reading letter after letter from readers of my newspaper column.

      


      “I just wanted to let you know you are blessing my life,” one reader wrote. “God led you to the work you do by helping thousands

         of people who are troubled, lost, or just need inspiration.”

      


      “You certainly got through to me,” e-mailed another.


      “If I am down, your newspaper columns pick me up and inspire me. It leaves me with new hope and a feeling that everything

         will be okay,” said one more.

      


      “Your articles have been of great encouragement to me and my husband. Thank you for allowing God to use your talents to minister

         to others.”

      


      And often I read, “Thank you, Catherine…. I feel as though you were writing this just for me.”


      Through the years, I have received thousands of beautiful letters from teenagers, mothers, fathers, soldiers, cancer survivors,

         businessmen, school superintendents, corrections officers, naval sub-mariners, firemen, the elderly, nurses—people from all

         walks of life.

      


      But something within me was still not complete. How else can I help people? I wondered. How can I make a difference in more people’s lives?


      As I sat with my three-month-old baby contently cradled in my arms, I gazed outside my office window at the peacefulness of

         nature. The light came streaming in through the burgundy-and-gold-fringed curtains, and a glow diffused through the room.

         Suddenly I sensed something come over me.

      


      I felt a calling, as I like to describe it, and I knew that there was indeed something else for me to do.

      


      For the previous twelve years, while writing my weekly inspirational column, I had been working in radio advertising. I loved

         the job and my clients but often wondered if that was where God wanted me to stay.

      


      That day, as I reflected and was still, I could listen to His voice in my heart… and yes, there was something else for me

         to do.

      


      So in obedience I prayed, “What else can I do to help, Lord? I turn my heart’s desire over to You. It is in Your mighty hands.

         You decide.”

      


      I felt inspired, at that moment, to reach over for my Bible and open it at random. The pages fell to Jeremiah 27:12 and my

         eyes fell upon seven words: “Serve him and his people, and live!” (Jeremiah 27:12 NKJV).

      


      Those seven words have moved me forward when I questioned my path. And dear reader, if you are confronted with a difficult

         decision, take time to seek God’s voice, and listen to the echoes of His will in your own God-inspired thoughts. Then, faithfully

         follow your heart, allowing yourself to be what God intended you to be.

      


      Shortly after this experience, with Todd’s support and one click of my computer mouse, my shaking right hand hit the Send

         button and I resigned from the world of advertising. I would pursue my dream of sharing inspiring thoughts and products with

         others on a full-time basis.

      


      With our newly calculated household budget in place, I gave up a large salary, an expense account, awards, benefits, my 401(k),

         and the luxuries that went along with the position, to stay home with our three young children and follow God’s lead.

      


      Todd assisted me when he came home from work, and together at our kitchen table we joined together to develop a new business.

         We created business plans, built a Web site, designed an entire product line complete with artwork, and brainstormed plans

         for manufacturing, bookkeeping, and marketing. It was a monumental task!

      


      During that first three-year period, we were called to make countless sacrifices; there were struggles and stumbling blocks.

         Often I would call my dear friend, Ann Marie, for much-needed support.

      


      “Forget the pain of the past month. Look forward with the Lord’s help to success and happiness,” she would reassure me.


      When I hit a huge obstacle, she would advise, “Everything will be fine. Just when it looks the darkest, the clouds will part

         and the sun will come through. Trust in Him.”

      


      Day after day, week after week, Ann Marie would encourage me, “Let’s keep praying and keep forging ahead.” And after a major

         setback, she wrote me, “Catherine, you will come out of this a better person,” and “God has a plan for you—you just have to

         let Him lead the way.”

      


      After that, I realized I would put everything in God’s hands, and whatever He wanted for me, I would accept as His will. Subsequently,

         when I went through a tough situation that I did not understand, I actually visualized the Lord setting up His plan on my

         behalf. When I stumbled, I would picture the Lord’s hands helping me stand up and try once again. And when one door closed,

         I remained optimistic and persisted, believing that God would one day, in His perfect timing, open a better door to new opportunities.

      


      We must remember this: God would never ask us to endure a trial without having a purpose behind it. Therefore, when we meet

         challenges with faith in God’s promises, we can trust that He is guiding us to the proper path—to the desires He has placed

         in our hearts.

      


      It is early morning, and as I work in my office preparing this book, I can’t help but know God is with me and has been all

         along. All I needed was to have faith in Him, to know that His hand would guide me to this place.
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