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1 Introducing King Richard I and King John
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Richard I and his brother John are two of the most well-known and controversial monarchs in British history. Their reigns saw many dramatic events: family feuds, the Third Crusade, the loss of Normandy, rebellion, the granting of Magna Carta and a bloody civil war. This chapter outlines the key events and introduces you to the controversy that surrounds the reputations of Richard and John.
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1.1 Introducing King Richard: The legendary hero


Richard I is famous as a legendary hero. After his death many legends were created about ‘Richard the Lionheart’. He was remembered as the great soldier king who fought bravely against the odds on crusade to win back the Holy Land for the Christian Church. This was the king who was cruelly captured returning from crusade and who, on his release from prison, once again displayed his incredible military skills by winning back the lands that his evil brother, Prince John, and the cunning King of France had stolen from him.


Dramatic stories were produced to explain his nickname – the Lionheart. One told of how, while Richard was in captivity, the King of Germany, angry that his daughter had fallen in love with Richard, planned to murder him by having a hungry lion released into his cell. But Richard was able to kill the lion by thrusting an arm down the beast’s throat and pulling out its heart – which he sprinkled with salt and ate in front of the king.


Even Richard’s death formed part of the legend. According to one story, after being wounded in battle, Richard continued to fight, leading an assault with a crossbow bolt embedded in his head, and refusing to die until the castle his army was attacking was taken.


The model king


For many years after his death Richard was seen as a model of what a good king should be. In Victorian times, people looked back to the Middle Ages for heroes and inspiration. In 1851 there was a Great Exhibition in London. The Italian artist, Carlo Marochetti, was paid to make a larger-than-life statue of Richard to stand at the western entrance to the exhibition. The statue shows Richard portrayed as a national hero. After the exhibition the statue was moved to the Houses of Parliament, where it still stands today.
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Richard is brandishing his sword – showing he is a great warrior.


Richard is wearing close fitting chain mail to show off his muscles. This was not typical of the armour he would usually have worn in battle.


The base of the statue shows two key events – Richard fighting on crusade and on his death bed, forgiving the crossbowman who shot him.


Richard sits proudly on his horse – symbolising he is a powerful ruler.
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1.2 Introducing King John: The legendary villain


After Richard’s death in 1199 his brother, John, became king. John’s popular reputation is also linked to legend, especially the Robin Hood legend in which John is a cruel, greedy king who plots against his brother, puts innocent people in prison and raises unfair taxes.


In Walt Disney’s 1973 cartoon film, John is shown as vain and cowardly; his crown constantly slips from his head because he has stolen it from Richard. In a more recent Hollywood film (2010), John is portrayed as a sly, cowardly, incompetent and completely dislikeable monarch. These films show how, in popular perception, John is ‘Bad King John’.


How did people at the time view Richard and John?


Medieval chroniclers admired Richard. Roger of Wendover described Richard as ‘the most victorious’ and ‘most wise’ monarch. In contrast, chroniclers thought John was a failure. This can be seen in this picture of John, drawn by Matthew Paris, a monk from St Albans Abbey who lived from 1200 to 1259 and wrote a chronicle of English history from the Norman Conquest to the year 1253.
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Look at how John has been drawn – in particular his face and his pose. What message do you think Matthew Paris is trying to get across?
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John’s crown looks as if it is about to fall off his head. This gives the impression that John struggled to wear the crown properly and was not fit to be king. It also suggests that John was not in control of his kingdom.


John’s body blocks out much of the church. This suggests John lacked respect for the Church. John was criticised by chroniclers for ignoring the rights of the Church and treating it badly.


John is sitting on a campaign stool, not a throne. This implies that the country was never at peace and John was constantly fighting to win back land he had lost.
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HOW ARE RICHARD AND JOHN PORTRAYED TODAY?


Find out more about Richard’s and John’s reputations by interviewing parents and relatives.





1  Ask the person you are interviewing to use three words to describe Richard and then three words to describe John.



2  Ask the person you are interviewing where their views come from:







    •  Their time at school


    •  Films and cartoons


    •  Legends and stories about Robin Hood


    •  History books.








3  Extra challenge: find other examples of how Richard and John have been portrayed in films, TV programmes, novels and legends.
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Introducing the big question


How have historians interpreted Richard and John? Historical interpretations are not set in stone. Historians’ views of Richard and John have changed over the years. The traditional, popular images of both kings have been challenged and debated.


The big question you will explore in this book is:


What reputation does each king deserve?





•  Does Richard I deserve to be remembered as a success?



•  Does John deserve his reputation as an incompetent failure?





In this book you will look at the evidence carefully and make up your own mind. To judge them properly you need to judge them by the standards of the time – this means developing a good understanding of the world in which they lived … medieval society and the Angevin Empire.



1.3 Welcome to the family


Richard and John were born into a powerful family – the Angevins – who controlled land in England and overseas. However, it was far from a case of happy families. At times, their father, Henry II, struggled to control his unruly sons and powerful wife.
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The father … Henry II (1154–89)
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Henry was crowned King of England in 1154 but also ruled the vast Angevin Empire. Henry was a powerful figure on the European stage – King of England, Duke of Normandy, Count of Anjou and, through his marriage to Eleanor (the divorced wife of Louis VII of France), Duke of Aquitaine and Count of Poitou.


Henry has been described as ‘a bully with brains and brawn’. He worked hard to establish law and order in England but his greatest challenge came from his own family. In 1173–74, encouraged by their mother, Henry’s sons joined discontented barons and the King of Scotland to rebel against Henry. This revolt failed but more followed.


As you will see, the young Henry and Geoffrey rebelled again in 1183, and Richard rebelled in 1189. Henry died in 1189, ill and exhausted. During his last hours he heard that even his favourite son, John, had deserted him and joined Richard’s rebellion.
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The mother … Eleanor of Aquitaine (d.1204)
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Eleanor had been married to King Louis VII of France, but this marriage ended in 1152 and, aged 30, she married 19 year-old Henry II. Eleanor had inherited the Duchy of Aquitaine, a large area (one third of modern France) with great wealth and prestige.


Eleanor was powerful and ambitious. She seems to have channelled her own ambitions through her sons, encouraging them to rebel against Henry. From 1173, Henry kept her under armed guard – referring to her as his ‘hated Queen’. After Henry died, Eleanor provided advice for Richard and John and helped them control their lands in France.
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The eldest son … Henry ‘The Young King’ (d.1183)
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The young Henry was not prepared to wait for his father to die to have real power. He demanded that his father let him rule England, Normandy or Anjou on his own. In 1173, when his father refused to agree, the young Henry rebelled.


In 1182 the young Henry again asked his father for control of Normandy. By this point, Richard had Aquitaine, Geoffrey had Brittany but the young Henry seemed to have nothing. He rebelled again, joined by Geoffrey and Philip II, the new King of France. Richard fought alongside his father against his two brothers. The power struggle ended with the death from illness of the young Henry.
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Richard (1189–99) m. Berengaria of Navarre
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Richard was born in England in 1157 but spent most of his early life in Aquitaine and rarely saw his father. In 1172 Henry II decided to use his sons to help him rule his vast Empire. At the age of just fourteen, Richard became Duke of Aquitaine. Richard joined his brothers in rebellion against Henry in 1173–74, but in 1182–83 he fought alongside his father against them. After the death of the young Henry, Richard became Henry II’s heir. Henry II was now keen to provide for John – his favourite son – by giving him Aquitaine, but Richard refused to hand Aquitaine over to his brother.


In 1189, Richard rebelled again. He may have feared his father would disinherit him and name John as his heir. Richard was encouraged to rebel by Philip II and they joined forces in a successful attack on Henry’s lands. Henry was forced to accept a humiliating peace treaty and died two days later. Richard was king.
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Geoffrey (d.1186) m. Constance of Brittany


Geoffrey joined his brother, the young Henry, in rebellion against his father in 1173–74. In 1181, Geoffrey became Duke of Brittany but this did not stop him rebelling against his father again in 1182–83. Geoffrey was known to attack monasteries and churches in order to raise money for his military campaigns. He was good friends with Philip II and spent a lot of time at the French court. Geoffrey was trampled to death in an accident at a jousting tournament in 1186. It was recorded by one chronicler that, at Geoffrey’s funeral, the grief-stricken Philip attempted to jump into the coffin.
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Arthur (d.1204)


As the son of Geoffrey, Arthur felt that he had a better claim to the throne than John. When Richard died, the twelve-year-old Arthur joined forces with Philip II and attacked John’s lands in France.
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John (1199–1216) m. Isabella of Angouleme
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As Henry’s youngest son, John was not expected to become king. In 1185 Henry sent John to extend control over Ireland. The expedition was a failure and John was called home after six months.


John first plotted with Richard against his father, and then against Richard when he went on crusade. When Richard returned, John threw himself at Richard’s feet and begged for mercy. Richard forgave him and eventually named John as his heir. John became king in 1199.
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THE ANGEVIN FAMILY TREE


Produce your own copy of the Angevin family tree. You will need to refer to this as you study the reigns of Richard and John in more detail. Keep your notes very brief. Try not to use more than ten words to record the key points about each of the key individuals in the family tree.
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A map of the Angevin Empire ruled over by Henry II.






1.4 Welcome to the Angevin Empire


Ruling over the enormous Angevin Empire was not easy. Some parts of the country needed a close eye kept on them, and kings could only travel on horseback. Richard and John also faced formidable opponents – skilled and experienced leaders who caused problems for them in England and overseas.
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The English Barons


The barons were the most powerful and wealthy group of people in the country. They supplied the king with an army in wartime and helped him maintain law and order. If the king angered the barons they could rebel. They had their own castles and armies, so could be a real threat.
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Brittany


Ruled by Geoffrey until his death in 1186. After Richard died, the barons of Brittany supported Geoffrey’s son, Arthur, in his claim to the Angevin Empire.
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Normandy


Closely linked with England since William of Normandy’s invasion in 1066. Many wealthy families held land in both England and Normandy. Richard and John would need to defend Normandy to keep these wealthy barons onside.
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The Duchy of Aquitaine


A region of great wealth and powerful barons. There were frequent revolts by leading barons in Aquitaine.
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Philip II, King of France
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The land ruled by the King of France was smaller than modern-day France. However, Philip II was determined to weaken the Angevin Empire and extend his own lands. He was a skilled diplomat and a very good military tactician. ‘Cunning’ may be the best word to describe Philip! He was very good at taking advantage of his enemies’ weaknesses.
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Saladin


A Christian army had captured the holy city of Jerusalem in 1099 during the First Crusade. The crusades were wars between Christian and Muslim armies in the area around Jerusalem (called the Holy Land). Some crusaders stayed in the Holy Land, gaining more territory from the Muslims who lived in the Middle East. In the second half of the twelfth century the Muslims began to fight back. Their leader, Saladin, created a large, well equipped and well trained army. He was able to reconquer large areas of the crusader kingdom. In 1187 he regained control of Jerusalem. The attempt by a Christian army to win back this land became known as the Third Crusade.
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The Roman Catholic Church
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All churches and monasteries in England were part of the Roman Catholic Church. The overall head of the Church was the Pope. This made him tremendously powerful. Popes often got involved in disputes in Europe. They also encouraged all Christians to defend the Holy Land in the Middle East as their main duty. Pope Gregory VIII called for a crusade to recapture Jerusalem from Saladin in 1187. Innocent III (pictured) became Pope when Gregory died in 1198. He was determined to have a say in what happened in the countries of western Europe.
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Visible learning


Using a hypothesis to keep you focused (on the question)


A hypothesis is your first thoughts on the answer to a question. Having a hypothesis in your mind establishes a clear line of argument, although you may well change your mind later on. It helps you to keep the question in mind throughout the enquiry and stops you getting lost in too much information.
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CONSTRUCTING A HYPOTHESIS





1  It is time to make a prediction. We call this a hypothesis. Use the information on these two pages and the bullets below to construct a hypothesis in answer to the question: What is going to be Richard’s and John’s biggest challenge?







    •  Dealing with troublesome barons in England.


    •  Attacks from the King of France.


    •  Challenges set by the Pope.


    •  Family problems.







    Explain your answer. Then read pages 8–9 to see if you are right.








2  As you read the story on pages 8–9 make a note of questions you want to ask. You might want to ask questions about the causes of events (Why did …?) or the consequences (How did this affect …?). Some questions you might want to ask have been added in thought bubbles for the first two events on page 8. You may be able to replace them with more interesting ones.



3  When you have finished reading the story on pages 8–9 return to your hypothesis. How far was your prediction right? What was the biggest challenge to Richard and John? Explain your answer.
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1.5 The big story: An overview of the reigns of Richard and John, 1189–1216
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1 Richard becomes king
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Richard was greeted enthusiastically when he arrived in England in 1189. He was crowned king in September at Westminster Abbey in London. Richard had been fighting against his father, but he pardoned those men who had fought alongside Henry II against him. In 1190 Richard left England to tour his lands in France.
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How did Richard treat John? Did he give John any lands or responsibility?
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2 The great English sell off
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In 1187, Richard had agreed to go on a crusade to the Holy Land. Muslim forces, led by Saladin, had captured Jerusalem and the Pope had called for Christians to fight to bring it back. In order to pay for the crusade, Richard raised taxes and sold off everything he could offer – land, offices, earldoms and positions as sheriff.
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Did people support the crusade? Who did Richard leave in control of England?
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3 A crusading hero
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Richard set off on crusade to the Holy Land in June 1190 and invaded Cyprus on his way. He arrived in the Holy Land in June 1191. In July, Richard joined forces with Philip II’s French army to capture the important port of Acre. However, Philip and Richard quarrelled and the French King returned home in August. Despite leading an army that was now weakened, Richard managed to defeat Saladin at the Battle of Arsuf in September.
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4 Failure to take Jerusalem
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The main aim of the Third Crusade had been to recapture Jerusalem. Richard attempted to take Jerusalem twice, but despite getting close to the Holy City the crusaders failed. Richard agreed a truce with Saladin. Jerusalem remained under Saladin’s control but Christians would be allowed to visit the city. The crusaders also kept the ports they had fought so hard for – Jaffa and Acre – as well as the land in between.
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5 Richard is captured
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Richard left the Holy Land in October 1192. He travelled through Europe in disguise, hoping to avoid his enemies, but he was recognised in Vienna and imprisoned by the Duke of Austria. He was not released until February 1194, after a huge ransom had been paid. During this time his brother John and Philip II plotted to take control of his lands in England and France. By 1194 Philip had invaded large areas of Richard’s lands in France.
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6 Richard wins back his lands in France




[image: ]




Most of England had remained loyal to Richard and, on his return, John was forced to beg for his brother’s forgiveness. By 1189 Richard had won back nearly all his land on the Continent. To defend Normandy and keep Philip under control, Richard built a huge fortress called Château Gaillard on the border between his and Philip’s lands. In 1199, Richard was fatally wounded fighting in France. He named John as his heir.
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7 John becomes king and Arthur disappears!
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John’s 12-year-old nephew, Arthur of Brittany, claimed that he should be king. Arthur joined with Philip and attacked John’s lands. In 1202 John captured Arthur and put him in prison. Arthur was never seen again. One source claimed that John had killed Arthur in a drunken rage and then thrown his body in the River Seine.
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8 Loss of Normandy
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In 1200, John divorced his wife (Isabella of Gloucester) and married Isabella of Angouleme. Isabella had been promised to Hugh of Lusignan (a powerful French baron). Hugh complained to the King of France that John had not given him any compensation and Philip used this as an excuse to attack John’s lands on the Continent. By 1204, John had lost Normandy and most of his other land on the Continent. Theses defeats earned John the nickname ‘Soft-sword’.
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9 Quarrel with the Pope




[image: ]




In 1205, John began a quarrel with the Pope over who should be the next Archbishop of Canterbury. John refused to accept Stephen Langton, the Pope’s choice. In 1208, the Pope punished John by passing an Interdict over England and Wales. This meant that church services stopped and no marriages or burials could take place. John retaliated by seizing Church property. In 1209 the Pope excommunicated John. This meant that he would go to hell when he died. The quarrel ended in 1213 when John accepted Langton as Archbishop.
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10 Quarrel with the barons
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John was determined to regain the land that he had lost to Philip. He raised money to build a strong army by increasing taxes and introducing harsh fines (amercements) on his barons. Many got into debt and found themselves or their family locked up in prison. Some died horrible deaths. To make matters worse, the army that John raised was defeated in France. At the Battle of Bouvines, Philip was almost killed when he was knocked from his horse, but he was rescued and went on to win what was a lengthy and bloody battle.
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11 Magna Carta
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John’s defeat in France was the final straw for many barons. By 1214 many were starting to think that John needed to change the way he ruled the country. When John refused to listen to their demands, they rebelled. In 1215 the rebel barons captured London and, in June, they forced John to agree to a set of rules about how to govern the country. This set of rules became known as Magna Carta, one of the most famous documents in history.
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12 Civil war and a French invasion
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John did not change his ways after signing Magna Carta and even asked the Pope to declare the document invalid. The barons invited Prince Louis (the son of the King of France) to take over as king. This led to a brutal civil war, as John and his supporters found themselves fighting against the rebel barons and a large French army. John died in October 1216, but the war continued. Eventually, after major battles at Lincoln and off the coast of Sandwich in 1217, Louis was defeated.
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1.6 The big question: How far do Richard and John deserve their reputations?


How have views of Richard changed?


On pages 2–3 you were introduced to the traditional view of Richard and John – the great military hero who was replaced by his cruel and incompetent brother. This was very much the way that people writing at the time presented Richard and John. You have already seen how Matthew Paris portrayed John (see page 3 and below). Look at how he represented Richard I in the picture to the right on this page and compare it to his drawing of John. What differences can you see? What clues in the picture show that Matthew Paris respected Richard?


Matthew Paris’ picture sums up how medieval chroniclers saw Richard – powerful and majestic, someone to be admired. Even writers from different backgrounds praised him. Ibn al-Athir, a Muslim historian from the thirteenth century wrote:




Richard’s courage, shrewdness, energy and patience made him the most remarkable ruler of his times.





A mainly positive image of Richard continued through to the Victorian period. Richard came to represent the English nation – a man whose wars were a demonstration of superiority over other nations – especially the French. For example, in the seventeenth century, historian John Speed saw Richard as ‘a noble prince’ whose rule ‘showed his love and care of the English nation’. The Victorian view of Richard is best symbolised by the huge statue that stands outside of the Houses of Parliament (see page 2).
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INTERPRETATIONS OF RICHARD


Look back at the overview of the reign of Richard on page 8.





1  What evidence can you find to support the five criticisms of Richard in bold in box 1 on page 11?



2  What evidence can you find to support the five positive views of Richard in bold in box 2 on page 11?
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How have views of John changed?


According to John’s contemporaries, such as Roger of Wendover, John was a complete failure and an evil ruler. A few years later, Matthew Paris summed up John’s reign:




John was a tyrant rather than a king, a destroyer rather than a governor, an oppressor of his own people … Foul as it is, hell itself is made fouler by the presence of King John.





In contrast, Tudor historians at the time of Henry VIII (1509–47) admired John. They thought the barons were wrong to rebel against him and that John was right to stand up to the Pope (just as Henry had done).


Victorian historians, like the medieval chroniclers, saw him as a cruel and wicked king. Kate Northgate, writing in 1902, accused John of cowardice, weakness, sloth and superhuman wickedness. But what about recent historians? Since the 1950s there has been a debate about the kind of reputation John deserves.
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INTERPRETATIONS OF JOHN


Look back at the overview of John’s reign on page 9.





1  What evidence can you find to support the three positive views of John in bold in box 1 on page 11?



2  What evidence can you find to support the three criticisms of John in bold in box 2 on page 11?
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The big debate: Critics of Richard I versus his defenders
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1 CRITICISMS OF RICHARD I


Over time, some historians began to criticise Richard.


The eighteenth century historian, Laurence Echard, labelled Richard ‘the king who was never there’. Richard was criticised as a king who neglected his kingdom and wasted its resources abroad.


In the twentieth century, some historians continued to follow this line of argument. They criticised Richard’s government of England. Austin Lane Poole criticised Richard for his lack of political wisdom. Poole suggests that Richard made bad decisions when ruling the country.


Michael Markowski, called Richard ‘a dismal failure’. He argued that Richard should not be seen as a hero but instead a king obsessed with war: ‘a man who merely wanted to fight hand to hand forever’.


French historians have argued that his actions on crusade were brutal and stupid.
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2 THE CASE FOR THE DEFENCE


In the last twenty years, some modern historians have seen Richard in a far more positive light. They argue that Richard was a very skilful military leader who successfully defended the Angevin Empire.


Thomas Asbridge argues that Richard was a military genius: ‘the best commander of his generation’ and ‘a fearsome opponent, unrivalled among the crowned monarchs of Europe’.


Historians such as John Gillingham, have argued that as well as being a great military leader, Richard was a skilled diplomat and a clever politician. They argue that Richard was not an irresponsible monarch who neglected England. Instead they present him as a king who set up a strong system of government that did not always need the king to be there, personally making decisions.


In addition, they praise Richard for the way he kept his barons ‘onside’ and developed a good relationship with the Church.
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The big debate: Defenders of John versus his critics
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1 THE CASE FOR THE DEFENCE


Since the 1950s some historians have challenged the negative view of John. They argue that John was an intelligent, hard-working king who did a great deal to improve the royal government: an ‘administrative genius’.


W.L. Warren, in the 1960s, highlighted the size of the problems John faced. This led to some historians presenting John as an unlucky king who faced an impossible task to keep the Angevin Empire together. He lacked the resources he needed and faced an experienced and dangerous opponent.


David Bates (writing in 1994) argued that: ‘In some areas John faced impossible difficulties. In others he was close to success. John’s failure deserves some sympathy.’
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2 CRITICISMS OF JOHN


However, many modern historians see John as a failure. They accept he did face significant problems, but argue that John created many of these problems for himself.


For John Gillingham (writing in 1984) ‘John was a very poor king. He was useless at his most important job, managing the barons.’


As a soldier, John was given the name ‘Soft-sword’ by contemporaries and many modern historians have argued that this reputation was deserved. Marc Morris argues that John was a ‘poor soldier’:




John lacked boldness … He relished the prospect of conflict, so long as the odds were stacked entirely in his favour … As soon as the outcome seemed anything less than certain … the king preferred to cut and run.





Historians have also argued that John’s reputation for cruelty was fully deserved. David Carpenter says that the sources indicate that John was ‘a fractured personality, suspicious, untrustworthy, aggressive and cruel’.
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2 Life in England 1189–1216
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You need to be careful not to judge Richard and John by modern-day standards. To judge Richard and John fairly you need to reach judgements based on the standards of the time. This means building up a good understanding of medieval society.





•  Chapter 2 will help you build a good knowledge and understanding of English society at the time and potential threats to the king’s position.



•  Chapter 3 will explore the main duties and responsibilities of a medieval monarch before going on to explore how Richard and John secured power and governed the country.
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2.1 English society in 1189: The feudal hierarchy


England’s population in 1189 was around 3.5 million. Wealth and power was not shared out equally among the population. There was a very rigid feudal hierarchy. The ladder on page 13 shows the different groups within society and their place in the feudal hierarchy. The higher up the ladder you were, the more wealth, power and freedom you had. It was very hard to move up the ladder and become wealthier and more powerful. If you were born a peasant it was highly likely that you would spend your whole life as a peasant. Each group had its own price, known as a ‘wergild’ (which translates as ‘man-price’). If you killed a lord (a noble or a knight), you paid his family 1,200 shillings. If you killed a villein, you paid 200.
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Visible learning


Using a concept map to help you understand key features of society


As you work through Chapters 2 and 3 you will need to build an understanding of the different types of people that existed at the time and the relationships they had with each other. Concept maps can help you understand and remember these relationships.
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EXPLAINING LINKS BETWEEN DIFFERENT TYPES OF PEOPLE


Use an A3 piece of paper or a double page in your book to explain the links shown in the concept map below.





•  Step 1: Start by using page 13 to explain the links labelled with a question mark.



•  Step 2: Then use pages 14–16 to add extra detail to your diagram. Aim to add additional links that explain how different types of people were connected.
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The feudal hierarchy
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Villeins


It is estimated that half of England’s population were unfree peasants (also called villeins). They worked on their lord’s land or for a free tenant. In return for this they were allowed to work a tiny piece of land for themselves, living off the crops they produced. They had no rights whatsoever and even had to ask permission for their daughters to marry. Villeins could not leave their manor (village) without permission and they could be bought and sold by their lord.
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Free men


A free man could be a merchant, a professional soldier, a craftsman or a farmer who was a free tenant. Free men were free to travel and work for whomever they chose. Merchants tended to live in the towns. A well-off merchant would earn around £20 per year.


Free men who lived in the countryside were known as free tenants. They paid rent to the lord to farm their land. Many held between 30 and 100 acres of land from the local lord. Both free tenants and merchants served on juries.
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Knights


Usually knights were the younger sons of nobles who had not inherited their family title. They were sent to other noble families to train as knights. The title ‘knight’ was awarded only to those with noble blood in their veins who had shown themselves to be worthy of the title. It had to be earned by showing military skill and prowess. There were about 4,500 knights in the country, varying greatly in wealth and power. A few hundred of these were granted land by the king. The majority would have been given land by the barons. Knights played an important role in local communities and served on juries in the counties. The king employed knights in a variety of roles in local government. For example, they were employed as sheriffs, coroners and forest officials.
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