





[image: Cover]


















[image: Book Title Page]
























[image: CoverImage]






Begin Reading


Table of Contents


Newsletters


Copyright Page




In accordance with the U.S. Copyright Act of 1976, the scanning, uploading, and electronic sharing of any part of this book without the permission of the publisher constitute unlawful piracy and theft of the author’s intellectual property. If you would like to use material from the book (other than for review purposes), prior written permission must be obtained by contacting the publisher at permissions@hbgusa.com. Thank you for your support of the author’s rights.















FOREWORD



Many things about Forbes Magazine have changed since its first issue appeared in 1917. One that has not is “Thoughts on the Business of Life.” This last page of the magazine, which collects wisdom new and old, consistently has been among the most read in the magazine.


It was almost half a century ago that our grandfather, B.C. Forbes, first collected “Thoughts” between hard covers. With each edition, the selection has expanded and changed, but the animating idea has not. His introduction to the original volume follows. It eloquently explains the underlying purpose of “Thoughts” and, indeed, of Forbes Magazine itself.


Undoubtedly, B.C. would be delighted and proud that continued demand led to the current volume. So are we!


Steve Forbes













INTRODUCTION



The moving motive in establishing Forbes Magazine, in 1917, was ardent desire to promulgate humaneness in business, then woefully lacking.


Too many individual and corporate employers were merely mercenarily-minded, obsessed only with determination to roll up profits regardless of the suicidal consequences of their shortsighted conduct.


They were without consciousness of their civic, social, patriotic responsibilities.


This writer warned, a third-of-a-century ago, that unless employers altered their tactics, unless they exhibited more consideration for their workers, time would come when “Politicians will step in and do the job in a way that employers will not like.”


That had happened with a vengeance!


Every issue of Forbes, since its inception, has appeared under the masthead: “With all thy getting, get understanding.”


Not only so, but we have devoted, all through the years, a full page to “Thoughts on the Business of Life,” reflections by ancient and modern sages calculated to inspire a philosophic mode of life, broad sympathies, charity towards all.


Having assiduously sought all these years to pursue this objective, I would—having already passed the Biblical span of three-score-years-and-ten—pass on contented if I could conscientiously feel that we have rendered at least a little service to our day and generation, that we have done something towards bequeathing a better world for my four sons and an increasing number of grandchildren.


This volume is a humble contribution to furthering human, humane Understanding.


I’m convinced, despite all the woes, wars, strife, bloodshed afflicting mankind at this moment, that Robert Burns was truly prophetic when he wrote:


It’s comin’ yet for a’ that,


That Man to Man, the world o’er.


Shall be brothers for a’ that.


I have faith that time will eventually come when employees and employers, as well as humankind, will realize that they serve themselves best when they serve others most.


B.C. Forbes
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ABILITY


Because your own strength is unequal to the task, do not assume that it is beyond the powers of man; but if anything is within the powers and province of man, believe that it is within your own compass also.


Marcus Aurelius Antoninus


Ability has nothing to do with opportunity.


Napoleon Bonaparte


It is in destroying and pulling down that skill is displayed? The shallowest understanding, the rudest hand, is more than equal to the task.


Edmund Burke


Men who undertake considerable things, even in a regular way, ought to give us ground to presume ability.


Edmund Burke


Behind an able man there are always other able men.


Chinese proverb


Natural ability without education has more often raised a man to glory and virtue than education without natural ability.


Cicero


Capacity never lacks opportunity. It cannot remain undiscovered because it is sought by too many anxious to use it.


Bourke Cockran


I will not be concerned at other men’s not knowing me; I will be concerned at my own want of ability.


Confucius


The superior man is distressed by the limitations of his ability; he is not distressed by the fact that men do not recognize the ability that he has.


Confucius


People are always ready to admit a man’s ability after he gets there.


Bob Edwards


What I need is someone who will make me do what I can.


Ralph Waldo Emerson


A smooth sea never made a skilled mariner.


English proverb


Almost any idea is good if a man has ability and is willing to work hard. The best idea is worthless if the creator is a loafer and ineffective.


William Feather


The ultimate high: A man’s abilities equaling his opinion of ’em.


Malcolm Forbes


The tools to him who has the ability to handle them.


French proverb


There are few, if any, jobs in which ability alone is sufficient. Needed, also, are loyalty, sincerity, enthusiasm and team play.


William B. Given, Jr.


The man who occupies the first place seldom plays the principal part.


Johann Wolfgang von Goethe


If I accept you as you are, I will make you worse; however, if I treat you as though you are what you are capable of becoming, I help you become that.


Johann Wolfgang von Goethe


Ability is useless unless it’s used.


Robert Half


When ability exceeds ambition, or ambition exceeds ability, the likelihood of success is limited.


Ralph Half


Skill and confidence are an unconquered army.


George Herbert


It is a fine thing to have ability, but the ability to discover ability in others is the true test.


Elbert Hubbard


There is something that is much more scarce, something finer far, something rarer than ability. It is the ability to recognize ability.


Elbert Hubbard


A human being feels able and competent only so long as he is permitted to contribute as much as, or more, than he has contributed to him.


L. Ron Hubbard


There is nothing of permanent value (putting aside a few human affections), nothing that satisfies quiet reflection, except the sense of having worked according to one’s capacity and light to make things clear and get rid of cant and shams of all sorts.


Thomas H. Huxley


A man with ability and the desire to accomplish something can do anything.


Donald Kircher


Ability wins us the esteem of the true men; luck that of the people.


François de La Rochefoucauld


The art of using moderate abilities to advantage often brings greater results than actual brilliance.


François de La Rochefoucauld


Abilities wither under faultfinding, blossom under encouragement.


Donald A. Laird


Latent abilities are like clay. It can be mud on shoes, brick in a building or a statue that will inspire all who see it. The clay is the same. The result is dependent on how it is used.


James F. Lincoln


We should be on our guard against the temptation to argue directly from skill to capacity, and to assume when a man displays skill in some feat, his capacity is therefore considerable.


Tom H. Pear


In private matters everyone is equal before the law. In public matters, when it is a question of putting power and responsibility into the hands of one man rather than another, what counts is not rank or money, but the ability to do the job well.


Pericles


Executive ability is deciding quickly and getting somebody else to do the work.


John G. Pollard


Ability and necessity dwell near each other.


Pythagoras


It is always pleasant to be urged to do something on the ground that one can do it well.


George Santayana


A man’s ability cannot possibly be of one sort and his soul of another. If his soul be well-ordered, serious and restrained, his ability also is sound and sober. Conversely, when the one degenerates, the other is contaminated.


Seneca


The young man of native ability, the will to work and good personality will, in the long run, get the equivalent of a college education in the tasks he will set for himself. If he has ability and determination, he will find ways to learn and to get ahead.


Edward G. Seubert


To think we are able is almost to be so; to determine upon attainment is frequently attainment itself; earnest resolution has often seemed to have about it almost a savor of omnipotence.


Samuel Smiles


To be what we are, and to become what we are capable of becoming, is the only end of life.


Baruch Spinoza


The fine points that are uncovered in our work as a result of close study, diligent care, constant application and always trying to improve our methods represent the best and most valuable knowledge we get in business—and the sum total of that attentive attitude is what we call skill.


Roderick Stevens


Anyone can hold the helm when the sea is calm.


Publilius Syrus


Not because of an extraordinary talent did he succeed, but because he had a capacity of a level for business and not above it.


Tacitus


The abilities of man must fall short on one side or the other, like too scanty a blanket when you are abed.


William J. Temple


Forget yourself in your work. If your employer sees that you are more concerned about your own interests than about his, that you are fussy about getting credit of every little or big thing you do, then you are apt to be passed by when a responsible job has to be filled.… Don’t worry about how big an increase in your salary you can contrive to get. Don’t let your mind dwell on money at all, if you can help it. Throw yourself, body, soul, and spirit, into whatever you are doing.… The truth is that in every organization, no matter how large or how small, someone is taking notice of any employee who shows special ability.


Harry B. Thayer


They are able because they think they are able.


Virgil


Men are often capable of greater things than they perform. They are sent into the world with bills of credit, and seldom draw to their full extent.


Horace Walpole


Ability is a poor man’s wealth.


Matthew Wren














ABSURDITY


What happens to the hole when the cheese is gone?


Bertolt Brecht


To tax and to please, no more than to love and be wise, is not given to men.


Edmund Burke


My turn of mind is so given to taking things in the absurd point of view that it breaks out in spite of me every now and then.


Lord Byron


At any street corner the feeling of absurdity can strike any man in the face.


Albert Camus


The absurd is sin without God.


Albert Camus


I went to a bookstore and asked the saleswoman, “Where’s the self-help section?” She said if she told me, it would defeat the purpose.


George Carlin


If it was so, it might be; and if it were so, it would be; but as it isn’t, it ain’t. That’s logic.


Lewis Carroll


In a world where everything is ridiculous, nothing can be ridiculed. You cannot unmask a mask.


G. K. Chesterton


No folly is more costly than the folly of intolerant idealism.


Winston Churchill


There is no opinion so absurd but that some philosopher will express it.


Cicero


He who hath not a dram of folly in his mixture hath pounds of much worse matter.


Charles Caleb Colton


There is no fact that cannot be vulgarized and presented in a ludicrous light.


Fyodor Dostoyevsky


Ridicule may be the evidence of with or bitterness and may gratify a little mind, or an ungenerous temper, but it is no test of reason or truth.


Tryon Edwards


No man is quite sane. Each has a vein of folly in his composition—a slight determination of blood to the head, to make sure of holding him hard to some one point which he has taken to heart.


Ralph Waldo Emerson


The magnificent and the ridiculous are so close that they touch.


Bertrand de Fontenelle


Life is a jest, and


All things show it;


I thought so once,


But now I know it.


John Gay


America how can I write a holy litany in your silly mood?


Allen Ginsberg


Only exceptionally rational men can afford to be absurd.


Allan Goldfein


Modern man must descend the spiral of his own absurdity to the lowest point; only then can he look beyond it. It is obviously impossible to get around it, jump over it, or simply avoid it.


Vaclav Havel


The deeper the experience of an absence of meaning—in other words, of absurdity—the more energetically meaning is sought.


Vaclav Havel


The privilege of absurdity, to which no other living creature is subject, but man only.


Thomas Hobbes


American freedom consists largely in talking nonsense.


Edgar Watson Howe


It is not in the world of ideas that life is lived. Life is lived for better or worse in life, and to a man in life, his life can be no more absurd than it can be the opposite of absurd, whatever that opposite may be.


Archibald MacLeish


One morning I shot an elephant in my pajamas. How he got in my pajamas, I don’t know.


Groucho Marx (Animal Crackers)


What is certain is that I am no Marxist.


Karl Marx


Silly is you in a natural state, and serious is something you have to do until you can get silly again.


Mike Myers


One step above the sublime makes the ridiculous, and one step above the ridiculous makes the sublime again.


Thomas Paine


Oh, life is a glorious cycle of song,


A medley of extemporanea;


And love is a thing than can never go wrong;


And I am Marie of Roumania.


Dorothy Parker


Life is full of infinite absurdities, which, strangely enough, do not even need to appear plausible, because they are true.


Luigi Pirandello


Look for the ridiculous in everything, and you will find it.


Jules Renard


People who cannot recognize a palpable absurdity are very much in the way of civilization.


Agnes Repplier


Much of the wisdom of one age is the folly of the next.


Arthur Schopenhauer


Ridicule: The weapon of all others most feared by enthusiasts of every description, and which from its predominance over such minds, often checks what is absurd, and fully as often smothers that which is noble.


Sir Walter Scott


In the sphere of thought, absurdity and perversity remain the masters of the world, and their dominion is suspended only for brief periods.


Charles Simmons


I’ll sail to Ka-Troo And bring back an it-kutch, A preep, and a proo, A nerkle, a NERD, And a seersucker, too!


Dr. Seuss


The ultimate result of shielding men from the effects of folly is to fill the world with fools.


Herbert Spencer


The reductio ad absurdum is God’s favorite argument.


George Tyrrell


If people never did silly things, nothing intelligent would ever get done.


Ludwig Wittgenstein


I used to work in a fire hydrant factory. You couldn’t park anywhere near the place.


Steven Wright














ACCOMPLISHMENTS


We can accomplish almost anything within our ability if we but think that we can! Every great achievement in this world was first carefully thought out.… Think—but to a purpose. Think constructively. Think as you read. Think as you listen. Think as you travel and your eyes reveal new situations. Think as you work daily at your desk, or in the field, or while strolling. Think to rise and improve your place in life. There can be no advancement or success without serious thought.


George Matthew Adams


Financial rewards follow accomplishment, they don’t precede it.


Harry F. Banks


Sweat is the cologne of accomplishment.


Heywood Hale Broun


There is nothing that God has judged good for us that He has not given us the means to accomplish, both in the natural and moral world. If we cry, like children, for the moon, like children we must cry on.


Edmund Burke


“I can’t do it” never yet accomplished anything; “I will try” has performed wonders.


George P. Burnham


Life is the art of drawing sufficient conclusions from insufficient premises.


Samuel Butler


Knowledge may give weight, but accomplishments give lustre, and many more people see than weigh.


Lord Chesterfield


Always there will be, along the sidelines of life, inferior souls who throw mud at those whose attainments they do not quite understand. The man who really accomplishes doesn’t pay attention to such detractors. If he did, he’d be on their level. He keeps an eye singled on the higher goal—and the mud never touches him.


Jerome P. Fleishman


Too few accomplish twice as much as too many.


Malcolm Forbes


It’s more fun to arrive at a conclusion than to justify it.


Malcolm Forbes


In the long run, a short cut seldom is.


Malcolm Forbes


Too many of us, when we accomplish what we set out to do, exclaim, “See what I have done!” instead of saying, “See where I have been led.”


Henry Ford


In the United States, to an unprecedented degree, the individual’s social role has come to be determined not by who he is but by what he can accomplish.


John W. Gardner


Everyone has his superstitions. One of mine has always been when I started to go anywhere, or to do anything, never to turn back or to stop until the thing intended was accomplished.


Ulysses S. Grant


If well thou hast begun, go on; it is the end that crowns us, not the fight.


Robert Herrick


You can do what you want to do, accomplish what you want to accomplish, attain any reasonable objective you may have in mind.… Not all of a sudden, perhaps, not in one swift and sweeping act of achievement.… But you can do it gradually—day by day and play by play—if you want to do it, if you will to do it, if you work to do it, over a sufficiently long period of time.


William E. Holler


The most agreeable thing in life is worthy accomplishment. It is not possible that the idle tramp is as contented as the farmers along the road who own their own farms, and whose credit is good at the bank in town. When the tramps get together at night, they abuse the farmers, but do not get as much satisfaction out of it as do the farmers who abuse the tramps. The sounder your argument, the more satisfaction you get out of it.


Edgar Watson Howe


It’s amazing what ordinary people can do if they set out without preconceived notions.


Charles F. Kettering


For truth and duty it is ever the fitting time; who waits until circumstances completely favor his undertaking, will never accomplish anything.


Martin Luther


In our own days we have seen no princes accomplish great results save those who have been accounted miserly.


Niccolò Machiavelli


We would accomplish many more things if we did not think of them as impossible.


C. Malesherbes


No institution which does not continually test its ideals, techniques and measure of accomplishment can claim real vitality.


John Milton


If you have known how to compose your life, you have accomplished a great deal more than the man who knows how to compose a book. Have you been able to make your stride? You have done more than man who has taken cities and empires.


Michel de Montaigne


I wonder if there is anyone in the world who can really direct the affairs of the world, or of his country, with any assurance of the result his actions would have.


Montagu C. Norman


The man who has accomplished all that he thinks worth while, has begun to die.


E.T. Trigg


The great accomplishments of man have resulted from the transmission of ideas and enthusiasm.


Thomas J. Watson


It is by what we ourselves have done, and not by what others have done for us, that we shall be remembered in after ages.


Francis Wayland


The secret of the true love of work is the hope of success in that work; not for the money reward, for the time spent, or for the skill exercised, but for the successful result in the accomplishment of the work itself.


Sidney A. Weltmer


I am an acme of things accomplished, and I am an encloser of things to be.


Walt Whitman














ACHIEVEMENTS


It is a favorite belief of mine that no student ever attains very eminent success by simply doing what is required of him; it is the amount and excellence of what is over and above the required, that determines the greatness of ultimate distinction.


Charles Kendall Adams


The only worthwhile achievements of man are those which are socially useful.


Dr. Alfred Adler


Our prayers are answered not when we are given what we ask, but when we are challenged to be what we can be.


Morris Adler


Who works achieves and who sows reaps.


Arabian proverb


Nothing splendid has ever been achieved except by those who dared believe that something inside them was superior to circumstance.


Bruce Barton


We shall never have more time. We have, and have always had, all the time there is. No object is served in waiting until next week or even until to-morrow. Keep going day in and out. Concentrate on something useful. Having decided to achieve a task, achieve it at all costs.


Arnold Bennett


Achievement is the death of endeavor and the birth of disgust.


Ambrose Bierce


The only conquests which are permanent and leave no regrets are our conquest over ourselves.


Napoleon Bonaparte


The full-grown modern human being who seeks but refuge finds instead boredom and mental dissolution, unless he can be, even in his withdrawal, creative. He can find the quality of happiness in the strain and travail only of achievement and growth. And he is conscious of touching the highest pinnacle of fulfillment which his life-urges demand when his is consumed in the service of an idea, in the conquest of the goal pursued.


R. Briffault


When a great man has some one object in view to be achieved in a given time, it may be absolutely necessary for him to walk out of all the common roads.


Edmund Burke


Every attempt, by whatever authority, to fix a maximum of productive labor by a given worker in a given time is an unjust restriction upon his freedom and a limitation of his right to make the most of himself in order that he may rise in the scale of the social and economic order in which he lives. The notion that all human beings born into this world enter at birth into a definite social and economic classification, in which classification they must remain permanently through life, is wholly false and fatal to a progressive civilization.


Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler


The great Law of culture:


Let each become all that he was created capable of being.


Thomas Carlyle


The thorough man of business knows that only by years of patient, unremitting attention to affairs can he earn his reward, which is the result, not of chance, but of well-devised means for the attainment to ends.


Andrew Carnegie


Think of yourself as on the threshold of unparalleled success. A whole clear, glorious life lies before you. Achieve! Achieve!


Andrew Carnegie


Innovation! One cannot be forever innovating. I want to create classics.


Coco Chanel


Instead of being concerned that you have no office, be concerned to think how you may fit yourself for office. Instead of being concerned that you are not known, see to the worthy of being known.


Confucius


It is not the ship so much as the skillful sailing that assures the prosperous voyage.


George William Curtis


I have always admired the ability to bite off more than one can chew and then chew it.


William DeMille


A dark horse, which had never been thought of, rushed past the grandstand in sweeping triumph.


Benjamin Disraeli


They can conquer who believe they can.


William Dryden


You can’t achieve anything without getting in someone’s way. You can’t be detached and effective.


Abba Eban


The devotion of thought to an honest achievement makes the achievement possible.


Mary Baker Eddy


The three great essentials to achieve anything worth while are, first, hard work; second, stick-to-itiveness; third, common sense.


Thomas A. Edison


What is the recipe for successful achievement? To my mind there are just four essential ingredients: Choose a career you love.… Give it the best there is in you.… Seize your opportunities.… And be a member of the team. In no country but America, I believe, is it possible to fulfill all four of these requirements.


Benjamin F. Fairless


We all know that the nation can’t divide more than the people produce, but as individuals we try to get more than our share and that’s how we get ahead.


William Feather


It is well for civilization that human beings constantly strive to gain greater and greater rewards, for it is this urge, this ambition, this aspiration that moves men and women to bestir themselves to rise to higher and higher achievement. Individual success is to be won in most instances by studying and diagnosing the kind of rewards human hearts seek today and are likely to seek tomorrow.


B.C. Forbes


Always fall in with what you’re asked to accept. Take what is given, and make it over your way. My aim in life has always been to hold my own with whatever’s going. Not against: with.


Robert Frost


The significance of man is not what he attains, but rather in what he longs to attain.


Kahlil Gibran


If you think you’re tops, you won’t do much climbing.


Arnold Glasow


It is only after an unknown number of unrecorded labors, after a host of noble hearts have succumbed in discouragement, convinced that their cause is lost; it is only then that the cause triumphs.


François Guizot


A fellow doesn’t last long on what he has done. He’s got to keep on delivering as he goes along.


Carl Hubbell


The rung of a ladder was never meant to rest upon, but only to hold a man’s foot long enough to enable him to put the other somewhat higher.


Thomas H. Huxley


Our business in life is not to get ahead of others but to get ahead of ourselves—to break our own records, to outstrip our yesterdays by our today, to do our work with more force than ever before.


Stewart B. Johnson


Spurts don’t count. The final score makes no mention of a splendid start if the finish proves that you were an also ran.


Herbert Kaufman


The great scientists, as all great men, have not been concerned with fame. The joy of achievement that comes from finding something new in the universe is by far their greatest joy. A great research scientist is constantly discovering new things in his field. This is his reward. He knows how to spend long years in preparation and long hours in investigation, with no thought of public honor or reward.


William P. King


Keep a definite goal of achievement constantly in view. Realize that work well and worthily done makes life truly worth living.


Grenville Kleiser


Nothing worthwhile ever happens quickly and easily. You achieve only as you are determined to achieve… and as you keep at it until you have achieved.


Robert H. Lauer


I have done what I could do in life, and if I could not do better, I did not deserve it. In vain have I tried to step beyond what bound me. Despite my years, I am still trying!


Maurice Maeterlinck


A hero is a man who would argue with the gods, and so awakens devils to contest his vision. The more a man can achieve, the more he may be certain that the devil will inhabit a part of his creation.


Norman Mailer


In time of difficulties, we must not lose sight of our achievements.


Mao Tse-tung


It is more important to know where you are going than to get there quickly. Do not mistake activity for achievement.


Mabel Newcomber


The balance between price in past achievements and consciousness of present shortcomings is difficult to strike.


John O’Ren


Take a look at those two open hands of yours. They are tools with which to serve, make friends, and reach out for the best in life. Open hands open the way to achievement. Put them to work today.


Wilfred A. Peterson


Five minutes, just before going to sleep, given to a bit of directed imagination regarding achievement possibilities of the morrow, will steadily and increasingly bear fruit, particularly if all ideas of difficulty, worry or fear are resolutely ruled out and replaced by those of accomplishment and smiling courage.


Frederick Pierce


The great achievements have always been individualistic. Indeed, any original achievement implies separation from the majority. Though society may honor achievement, it can never produce it.


George Charles Roche


There’s a lot more in each of us than any of us suspects. Undoubtedly many former athletes had the power to run the four-minute mile. It was a barrier only until one man achieved it!


Charles K. Rudman


Many things which cannot be overcome when they stand together yield themselves up when taken little by little.


Sertorius


How my achievements mock me!


William Shakespeare


There’s no thrill in easy sailing when the skies are clear and blue, there’s no joy in merely doing things which any one can do. But there is some satisfaction that is mighty sweet to take, when you reach a destination that you thought you’d never make.


Spirella


Is there anything in life so disenchanting as achievement?


Robert Louis Stevenson


If one advances confidently in the direction of his dreams, and endeavors to live the life which he has imagined, he will meet with a success unexpected in common hours.


Henry David Thoreau


The awareness of the ambiguity of one’s highest achievements (as well as one’s deepest failures) is a definite symptom of maturity.


Paul Tillich


In every triumph there’s a lot of try.


Frank Tyger


There’s a man in the world who is never turned down, whatever he chances to stray; he gets the glad hand in the populous town, or out where the farmers make hay; he’s greeted with pleasure on deserts of sand, and deep in the aisles of the woods; wherever he goes there’s a welcoming hand—he’s the man who delivers the goods.


Walt Whitman


He who finds diamonds must grapple in mud and mire because diamonds are not found in polished stones. They are made.


Henry B. Wilson


Capital which overreaches for profits; labor which overreaches for wages, or a public which overreaches for bargains will all destroy such other. There is no salvation for us on that road.


Owen D. Young














ACTING


Generally speaking, success brings out the actors’ worst qualities and failure the best.


George Abbott


The trouble with plays these days is that they’re too easy to understand.


Robert Allen Arthur


Daddy warned me about men and alcohol. But he never warned me about women and cocaine.


Tallulah Bankhead


It’s one of the tragic ironies of the theatre that only one man in it can count on steady work—the night watchman.


Tallulah Bankhead


One of my chief regrets during my years in the theater is that I couldn’t sit in the audience and watch me.


John Barrymore


There is an audience for every play; it’s just that sometimes it can’t wait long enough to find it.


Shirley Booth


An actor’s a guy who, if you ain’t talking about him, ain’t listening.


Marlon Brando


Tallulah Bankhead barged down the Nile last night as Cleopatra—and sank.


John Mason Brown


On Tynan: He never quite loses his posture of amused admiration, presenting himself as a dandy delicately negotiating the rim of a volcano; but his seriousness is none the less real for lacking any moral dimension.


Simon Callow


Tallulah Bankhead is always skating on thin ice. Everyone wants to be there when it breaks.


Mrs. Patrick Campbell


After my screen test, the director clapped his hands gleefully and yelled: “She can’t talk! She can’t act! She’s wonderful!”


Ava Gardner


When I first went into the movies Lionel Barrymore played my grandfather. Later he played my father and finally my husband. If he had lived, I’m sure I would have played his mother. That’s the way it is in Hollywood. The men get younger and the women get older.


Lillian Gish


Too caustic? To hell with the cost. If it’s a good picture, we’ll make it anyway.


Samuel Goldwyn


The most important thing in acting is honesty. Once you’ve learned to fake that, you’re in.	


Samuel Goldwyn


There are all sorts of kisses, lad, from the sticky confection to the kiss of death. Of them all, the kiss of an actress is the most unnerving. How can we tell if she means it or if she’s just practicing?


Ruth Gordon


Harold has actually rung me up to say, “I have a rewrite. Here. Cut the pause.”


Peter Hall


I believe that God felt sorry for actors so he created Hollywood to give them a place in the sun and a swimming pool. The price they had to pay was to surrender their talent.


Sir Cedric Hardwicke


Actors are the only honest hypocrites. Their life is a voluntary dream; and the height of their ambition is to be beside themselves.


William Hazlitt


I can’t bear another minute of Noël’s inane chatter. Who’s interested in a bunch of old English actresses he’s picked up from the gutter? Not me. If he wags that silly finger once more I may hit him.


Ernest Hemingway


Acting is the most minor of gifts and not a very high-class way to earn a living. After all, Shirley Temple could do it at age four.


Katharine Hepburn


I think there are probably more closet conservatives in Hollywood than there are closet homosexuals.


Charlton Heston


Is it a stale remark to say that I have constantly found the interest excited at a playhouse to bear an exact inverse proportion to the price paid for admission?


Charles Lamb


The audience is not the least important actor in the play, and if it will not do its allotted share the play falls to pieces.


Somerset Maugham


The structure of a play is always the story of how the birds came home to roost.


Arthur Miller


On Osborne: He had to be plied with extremely expensive champagne. He became more and more like the old Edwardian father he kept attacking in Look Back in Anger. That was what he always wanted to be. His fury in the 1950s was that he wasn’t a rich squire.


Jonathan Miller


Some of the greatest love affairs I’ve known have involved one actor—unassisted.


Wilson Mizner


I never deliberately set out to shock, but when people don’t walk out of my plays I think there is something wrong.


John Osborne


Oh, this dread word Pinteresque. It makes people reach for their guns. Or behave as if they were going to church. But when the audience is actually there, I am always gratified when I hear laughter.


Harold Pinter


One half of the pleasure experienced at a theatre arises from the spectator’s sympathy with the rest of the audience, and, especially from his belief in their sympathy with him.


Edgar Allan Poe


It’s easy to direct while acting; there’s one less person to argue with.


Roman Polanski


I don’t want to read about some of these actresses who are around today. They sound like my niece in Scarsdale. I love my niece in Scarsdale, but I won’t buy tickets to see her act.


Vincent Price


The stage is actor’s country. You have to get your passport stamped every so often or they take away your citizenship.


Vanessa Redgrave


Acting is standing up naked and turning around very slowly.


Rosalind Russell


It is with life as with a play—it matters not how long the action is spun out, but how good the acting is.


Seneca


I do not want actors and actresses to understand my plays. That is not necessary. If they will only pronounce the correct sounds I can guarantee the results.


George Bernard Shaw


An actor is never so great as when he reminds you of an animal, falling like a cat, lying like a dog, moving like a fox.


François Truffaut


On Coward: Taut, facially, as an appalled monolith; gracious, socially, as a royal bastard; tart, vocally, as a hollowed lemon.


Kenneth Tynan


Tennessee Williams recognized that great theater begins with great talkers, and that great talkers obey two rules: they never sound like anyone else and they never say anything directly.


Edmund White


You can pick out actors by the glazed look that comes into their eyes when the conversation wanders away from themselves.


Michael Wilding


Every now and then, when you’re on the stage, you hear the best sound a player can hear. It’s a sound you can’t get in movies or in television. It is the sound of a wonderful, deep silence that means you’ve hit them where they live.


Shelley Winters


Acting is a child’s prerogative. Children are born to act. Usually, people grow up and out of it. Actors always seem to me to be people who never quite did grow out of it.


Joanne Woodward















ACTION



Trust only movement.


Alfred Adler


Action is only coarsened thought—thought become concrete, obscure and unconscious.


Henri Frédéric Amiel


For purposes of action, nothing is more useful than narrowness of thought combined with energy of will.


Henri Frédéric Amiel


Effective action is always unjust.


Jean Anouilh


To live well is to work well, to show a good activity.


Thomas Aquinas


In the arena of human life the honors and rewards fall to those who show their good qualities in action.


Aristotle


All our actions take their hue from the complexion of the heart, as landscapes their variety from light.


Francis Bacon


We live in deeds, not years; in thoughts, not figures on a dial. We should count time by heart throbs. He most lives who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the best.


Philip James Bailey


The secret of success is the consistency to pursue.


Harry F. Banks


Action without study is fatal. Study without action is futile.


Mary Beard


Consistency requires you to be as ignorant today as you were a year ago.


Bernard Berenson


Think like a man of action, act like a man of thought.


Henri Bergson


A thought that does not result in action is nothing much, and an action that does not proceed from a thought is nothing at all.


Georges Bernanos


The greatest felony in the news business today is to be behind, or to miss a big story. So speed and quantity substitute for thoroughness and quality, for accuracy and context.


Carl Bernstein


The wise man never initiates any action.


Bhagavad Gita


The individual activity of one man with backbone will do more than a thousand men with a mere wishbone.


William J.H. Boetcker


Active natures are rarely melancholy. Activity and sadness are incompatible.


Christian Bovée


The noblest deeds are well enough set forth in simple language; emphasis spoils them.


Jean de la Bruyére


Every person has some splendid traits and if we confine our contacts so as to bring those traits into action, there is no need of ever being bored or irritated or indignant.


Gelett Burgess


No men can act with effect who do not act in concert; no men can act in concert who do not act with confidence; no men can act with confidence who are not bound together with common opinions, common affections, and common interests.


Edmund Burke


It is not what a lawyer tells me I may do, but what humanity, reason and justice tell me I ought to do.


Edmund Burke


The most drastic and usually the most effective remedy for fear is direct action.


William Burnham


Every noble work is at first impossible.


Thomas Carlyle


The end of man is action, and not thought, though it be of the noblest.


Thomas Carlyle


He that has done nothing has known nothing.


Thomas Carlyle


There is no Fate that plans men’s lives. Whatever comes to us, good or bad, is usually the result of our own action or lack of action.


Herbert N. Casson


Good actions ennoble us, and we are the sons of our own deeds.


Miguel de Cervantes


We inherit nothing truly, but what our actions make us worthy of.


John Chapman


An adventure is only an inconvenience rightly considered. An inconvenience is only an adventure wrongly considered.


G.K. Chesterton


I am myself so exceedingly Nordic, as far as physical constitution is concerned, that I can enjoy almost any weather except what is called glorious weather. At the end of a few days, I am left wondering how the men of the Mediterranean ever managed to do almost all the most active and astonishing things that have been done.


G.K. Chesterton


I never worry about action, but only about inaction.


Winston Churchill


A nation’s character is the sum of its splendid deeds; they constitute one common patrimony, the nation’s inheritance. They awe foreign powers, they arouse and animate our own people.


Henry Clay


No two things differ more than hurry and dispatch. Hurry is the mark of a weak mind, dispatch of a strong one. A weak man in office, like a squirrel in a cage, is laboring eternally, but to no purpose, and is in constant motion without getting on a job; like a turnstile, he is in everybody’s way, but stops nobody; he talks a great deal, but says very little; looks into everything but sees nothing; and has a hundred irons in the fire, but very few of them are hot, and with those few that are, he only burns his fingers.


Charles Caleb Colton


The only things in which we can be said to have any property are our actions. Our thoughts may be bad, yet produce no poison; they may be good, yet produce no fruit. Our riches may be taken away by misfortune, our reputation by malice, our spirits by calamity, our health by disease, our friends by death. But our actions must follow us beyond the grave; with respect to them alone, we cannot say that we shall carry nothing with us when we die, neither that we shall go naked out of the world.


Charles Caleb Colton


The most important part of every business is to know what ought to be done.


Lucius Columella


Each honest calling, each walk of life, has its own elite, its own aristocracy based on excellence of performance.


James Bryant Conant


A true history of human events would show that a far larger proportion of our acts are the results of sudden impulses and accident, than of that reason of which we so much boast.


Myers Y. Cooper


Unless a capacity for thinking be accompanied by a capacity for action, a superior mind exists in torture.


Benedetto Croce


You cannot be buried in obscurity: you are exposed upon a grand theater to the view of the world. If your actions are upright and benevolent, be assured they will augment your power and happiness.


Cyrus


This is a world of action, and nor for moping and droning in.


Charles Dickens


Action may not always bring happiness; but there is no happiness without action.


Benjamin Disraeli


Those who do the most for the world’s advancement are the ones who demand the least.


Henry L. Doherty


Through unity of action we can be a veritable colossus in support of peace. No one can defeat us unless we first defeat ourselves. Every one of us must be guided by this truth.


Dwight D. Eisenhower


We must not sit down and wait for miracles. Up and be going!


John Eliot


Act as though everything you do, rightly or wrongly, accurately or carelessly, may tip the scale of the bigger things of tomorrow for all of us, as indeed every act, potentially, can. Remember: Enemies try to break through at the weakest point. Don’t let it be on your sector.


L.G. Elliott


A little consideration of what takes place around us every day would show us that a higher law than that of our will regulates events; that only in our easy, simple spontaneous action are we strong, and by contenting ourselves with obedience we become divine.


Ralph Waldo Emerson


Congratulate yourselves if you have done something strange and extravagant and broken the monotony of a decorous age.


Ralph Waldo Emerson


What you do speaks so loudly that I cannot hear what you say.


Ralph Waldo Emerson


There is no strong performance without a little fascination in the performer.


Ralph Waldo Emerson


He who does a good deed is instantly ennobled. He who does a mean deed is by the action itself contracted.


Ralph Waldo Emerson


Unnecessary hustle is one of the American follies. We hustle at both work and play, and consequently enjoy neither to the utmost.


William Feather


The sweaty players in the game of life always have more fun than the supercilious spectators.


William Feather


Contemplation is necessary to generate an object, but action must propagate it.


Owen Feltham


All worthwhile men have good thoughts, good ideas and good intentions—but precious few of them ever translate those into action.


John Hancock Field


Pressure is on us by the nature of the job. Performance releases pressure.


J.T. Fisher


The victors of the battles of tomorrow will be those who can best harness thought to action. From office boy to statesman, the prizes will be for those who most effectively exert their brains, who take deep, earnest and studious counsel of their minds, who stamp themselves as thinkers.


B.C. Forbes


The hardest time to tell: when to stop.


Malcolm Forbes


If you do what you should not, you must bear what you would not.


Benjamin Franklin


Up, sluggard, and waste not life; in the grave will be sleeping enough.


Benjamin Franklin


When confronted with two courses of action I jot down on a piece of paper all the arguments in favor of each one—then on the opposite side I write the arguments against each one. Then by weighing the arguments pro and con and canceling them out, one against the other, I take the course indicated by what remains.


Benjamin Franklin


Words may show a man’s wit but actions his meaning.


Benjamin Franklin


It seems to me that man is made to act rather than to know. The principles of things escape our most persevering researches.


Frederick the Great


Haste and rashness are storms and tempests, breaking and wrecking business; but nimbleness is a full, fair wind, blowing it with speed to the haven.


Thomas Fuller


It is good to dream, but it is better to dream and work. Faith is mighty, but action with faith is mightier. Desiring is helpful, but work and desire are invincible.


Thomas Robert Gaines


The fundamental principle of human action… is that men seek to gratify their desires with the least exertion.


Henry George


Unless there be correct thought, there cannot be any action, and when there is correct thought, right action will follow.


Henry George


The deed is everything, the glory naught.


Johann Wolfgang von Goethe


Noble blood is an accident of fortune; noble actions are the chief mark of greatness.


Carlo Goldoni


Hurry is the weakness of fools.


Baltasar Gracián


Act quickly, think slowly.


Greek proverb


The greatest ability in business is to get along with others and influence their actions. A chip on the shoulder is too heavy a piece of baggage to carry through life.


John Hancock


Great thoughts reduced to practice become great acts.


William Hazlitt


Indolence is a delightful but distressing state; we must be doing something to be happy. Action is no less necessary than thought to the instinctive tendencies of the human frame.


William Hazlitt


The men of action are, after all, only the unconscious instruments of the men of thought.


Heinrich Heine


Pleasure and pain are the only springs of action in man, and always will be.


Claude Adrien Helvétius


Who hath no haste in his business, mountains to him seem valleys.


George Herbert


A man should share the action and passion of his times at peril of being judged not to have lived.


Oliver Wendell Holmes


An acre of performance is worth a whole world of promise.


William Dean Howells


Action is thought tempered by illusion.


Elbert Hubbard


A fellow doesn’t last long on what he has done. He has to keep on delivering.


Carl Hubbell


For man’s greatest actions are performed in minor struggles. Life, misfortune, isolation, abandonment and poverty are battlefields which have their heroes—obscure heroes who are at times greater than illustrious heroes.


Victor Hugo


Logical consequences are the scarecrows of fools and the beacons of wise men.


Thomas H. Huxley


The world belongs to those who think and act with it, who keep a finger on its pulse.


William Ralph Inge


Man has been called the representative product of the universe; and we will do well to remember that in this position his actions represent the worst of which nature is capable as well as the best.


L.V. Jacks


Action and feeling go together and by regulating the action which is under the more direct control of the will, we can regulate the feeling, which is not.


William James


We are all ready to be savage in some cause. The difference between a good man and a bad one is the choice of the cause.


William James


None so little enjoy themselves, and are such burdens to themselves, as those who have nothing to do. Only the active have the true relish of life.


William Jay


It is happily and kindly provided that in every life there are certain pauses, and interruptions which force consideration upon the careless, and seriousness upon the light; points of time where one course of action ends and another begins.


Samuel Johnson


Sorrow is the mere rust of the soul. Activity will cleanse and brighten it.


Samuel Johnson


Many persons wonder why they don’t amount to more than they do, have good stuff in them, energetic, persevering, and have ample opportunities. It is all a case of trimming the useless branches and throwing the whole force of power into the development of something that counts.


W.J. Johnston


Life is the faculty of spontaneous activity, the awareness that we have powers.


Immanuel Kant


Act in such a way that you always treat humanity, whether in your own person or in the person of any other, never simply as a means but always also as an end.


Immanuel Kant


Act so that the maxim of your act could be made the principle of a universal law.


Immanuel Kant


You will never stub your toe standing still. The faster you go, the more chance there is of stubbing your toe, but the more chance you have of getting somewhere.


Charles F. Kettering


You cannot antagonize and influence at the same time.


J.S. Knox


However brilliant an action may be, it ought not to pass for great when it is not the result of a great design.


François de La Rochefoucauld


Act well at the moment, and you have performed a good action to all eternity.


Johann Lavater


He is incapable of a truly good action who finds not a pleasure in contemplating the good actions of others.


Johann Lavater


A word that has been said may be unsaid—it is but air. But when a deed is done, it cannot be undone, nor can our thoughts reach out to all the mischiefs that may follow.


Henry Wadsworth Longfellow


All the beautiful sentiments in the world weigh less than a single lovely action.


James Russell Lowell


The man who saves time by galloping loses it by missing his way; the shepherd who hurries his flock to get them home spends the night on the mountain looking for the lost; economy does not consist in haste, but in certainty.


Ramsay MacDonald


It is well to think well; it is divine to act well.


Horace Mann


We live in an age of haste. Some people look at an egg and expect it to crow.


Orison Swett Marden


It is the direct man who strikes sledgehammer blows, who penetrates the very marrow of a subject at every stroke and gets the meat out of a proposition, who does things.


Orison Swett Marden


So much one man can do that does both act and know.


Andrew Marvell


Give a good deed the credit of a good motive; and give an evil deed the benefit of the doubt.


Brander Matthews


There is a sort of man who pays no attention to his good actions, but is tormented by his bad ones. This is the type that most often writes about himself.


Somerset Maugham


We cannot live only for ourselves. A thousand fibers connect us with our fellow-men; and along those fibers, as sympathetic threads, our actions run as causes, and they come back to us as effects.


Herman Melville


Every duty brings its peculiar delight, every denial its appropriate compensation, every thought its recompense, every cross its crown; pay goes with performance as effect with cause.


Charles Mildmay


The ordinary man is involved in action, the hero acts. An immense difference.


Henry Miller


Life is a short day; but it is a working day. Activity may lead to evil, but inactivity cannot lead to good.


Hannah More


A good way to rid one’s self of a sense of discomfort is to do something. That uneasy, dissatisfied feeling is actual force vibrating out of order; it may be turned to practical account by giving proper expression to its creative character.


William Morris


And the deeds that ye do upon this earth, it is for fellowship’s sake that ye do them.


William Morris


Nothing is unthinkable, nothing impossible to the balanced person, provided it comes out of the needs of life and is dedicated to life’s further developments.


Lewis Mumford


One will not go far wrong if one attributes extreme actions to vanity, average ones to habit, and petty ones to fear.


Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche


The very essence of all power to influence lies in getting the other person to participate. The mind that can do that has a powerful leverage on his human world.


Harry A. Overstreet


Without consistency there is no moral strength.


Robert Owen


It is our individual performances, no matter how humble our place in life may be, that will in the long run determine how well ordered the world may become.


Paul C. Packer


Never tell people how to do things. Tell them what to do and they will surprise you with their ingenuity.


George S. Patton


What we have done for ourselves alone dies with us. What we have done for others and the world remains and is immortal.


Albert Pine


American businessmen must learn human nature to the point of accepting as necessary the Rabble Rouser of the Right.… To get fast action somebody must stir millions to genuine anger over conditions which are adversely affecting their lives.


Walter B. Pitkin


Let deeds match words.


Plautus


Only actions give life strength; only moderation gives it charm.


Jean Paul Richter


In modern times, it is only by the power of association that men of any calling exercise their due influence in the community.


Elihu Root


In my opinion, he only may be truly said to live and enjoy his being who is engaged in some laudable pursuit, and acquires a name by some illustrious action, or useful art.


Sallust


We like to think it is enough if we keep our own lives straight. Quite plainly it is not. If we talk cynically or encourage a lowering of standards, even though we still control our own actions, we become responsible for the failure of those who, weakened by our influence, fail to stand upright.


George P.T. Sargent


We are not forced into unpleasant activities. We either allow them to come about or we encourage them to come about.


William Saroyan


The most important single influence in the life of a person is another person. We may say to our children: Here is art, science, philosophy, mathematics, music, psychology, history, religion—and we may open innumerable doors along the corridors of living so that they will have a broad and even a minute acquaintance with the segments of life; but these introductions are not as important as knowing people whose characters and actions, personalities and words have grown after similar introductions and have become worthy of emulation.


Paul D. Shafer


Suit the action to the word, the word to the action; with this special observation, that you overstep not the modesty of nature.


William Shakespeare


If our impulses were confined to hunger, thirst and desire, we might be nearly free, but now we are moved by every wind that blows, and a chance word or scene that that word may convey to us.


Mary Shelley


Stagnation is something worse than death; it is corruption also.


William Simms


When you cannot make up your mind which of two evenly balanced courses of action you should take—choose the bolder.


W.J. Slim


Rightness expresses of actions, what straightness does of lines; and there can no more be two kinds of right action than there can be two kinds of straight lines.


Herbert Spencer


Heaven never helps the man who will not act.


Sophocles


Allow time and moderate delay; haste manages all things badly.


Publius Papinius Statius


It is the mark of a good action that it appears inevitable in retrospect.


Robert Louis Stevenson


The end of all knowledge should be in virtuous action.


Sir Philip Sydney


What is done hastily cannot be done prudently.


Publilius Syrus


What we do best or most perfectly is what we have most thoroughly learned by the longest practice, and at length it falls from us without our notice, as a leaf from a tree.


Henry David Thoreau


Why should we live with such hurry and waste of life? We are determined to be starved before we are hungry. Men say that a stitch in time saves nine, and so they take a thousand stitches today to save nine tomorrow.


Henry David Thoreau


There hath grown no grass on my heels since I went hence.


Nicholas Udall


Activity makes more men’s fortunes than cautiousness.


Marquis de Vauvenargues


Iron rusts from disuse, stagnant water loses its purity, and in cold weather becomes frozen; even so does inaction sap the vigors of the mind.


Leonardo da Vinci


A slender acquaintance with the world must convince every man that actions, not words, are the true criterion of the attachment of friends.


George Washington


The chiefest action for a man of spirit is never to be out of action; the soul was never put into the body to stand still.


John Webster


Nothing is impossible for the man who doesn’t have to do it himself.


A.H. Weller


Actions lie louder than words.


Carolyn Wells


No man doth think others will be better to him than he is to them.


Benjamin Whichcote


A race preserves its vigor so long as it harbors a real contrast between what has been and what may be; and so long as it is nerved by the vigor to adventure beyond the safeties of the past. Without adventure civilization is in full decay.


Alfred North Whitehead


Any use of a human being in which less is demanded of him and less is attributed to him than his full status is a degradation and a waste.


Norbert Wiener


Action is the last resource of those who know not how to dream.


Oscar Wilde


Consistency is the last refuge of the unimaginative.


Oscar Wilde


We should not only master questions, but also act upon them, and act definitely.


Woodrow Wilson


Thought and theory must precede all salutary action; yet action is nobler in itself than either thought or theory.


William Wordsworth


Activity back of a very small idea will produce more than inactivity and the planning of genius.


James A. Worsham


The effects of our actions may be postponed but they are never lost. There is an inevitable reward for good deeds and an inescapable punishment for bad. Meditate upon this truth, and seek always to earn good wages from Destiny.


Wu Ming Fu


Influence is like a savings account. The less you use it, the more you’ve got.


Andrew Young


In an active life is sown the seed of wisdom; but he who reflects not, never reaps; has no harvest from it, but carries the burden of age without the wages of experience; nor knows himself old, but from his infirmities, the parish register, and the contempt of mankind. And age, if it has not esteem, has nothing.


Edward Young


I really believe that more harm is done by old men who cling to their influence than by young men who anticipate that influence.


Owen D. Young


We protract the career of time by employment, we lengthen the duration of our lives by wise thoughts and useful actions. Life to him who wishes not to have lived in vain is thought and action.


Johann Zimmermann














ADVERSITY


Adversity introduces a man to himself.


Anonymous


You never will be the person you can be if pressure, tension and discipline are taken out of your life.


Dr. James G. Bilkey


In every kind of adversity, the bitterest part of a man’s affliction is to remember that he once was happy.


Boethius


’Tis looking downward makes one dizzy.


Robert Browning


Adversity is a severe instructor, set over us by one who knows us better than we do ourselves, as he loves us better too. He that wrestles with us strengthens our nerves and sharpens our skill. Our antagonist is our helper. This conflict with difficulty makes us acquainted with our object, and compels us to consider it in all its relations. It will not suffer us to be superficial.


Edmund Burke


Adversity is sometimes hard upon a man, but for one man who can stand prosperity, there are a hundred that will stand adversity.


Thomas Carlyle


Don’t be disquieted in time of adversity. Be firm with dignity and self-reliant with vigor.


Chiang Kai-shek


It is the character of a brave and resolute man not to be ruffled by adversity and not to desert his post.


Cicero


All adverse and depressing influences can be overcome, not by fighting, but by rising above them.


Charles Caleb Colton


Oh the nerves, the nerves; the mysteries of this machine called man! Oh the little that unhinges it, poor creatures that we are!


Charles Dickens


Rule Number 1 is, don’t sweat the small stuff. Rule Number 2 is, it’s all small stuff. And if you can’t fight and you can’t flee, flow.


Robert Eliot


Adversity is the trial of principle. Without it, a man hardly knows whether he is honest or not.


Henry Fielding


He that can heroically endure adversity will bear prosperity with equal greatness of soul; for the mind that cannot be dejected by the former is not likely to be transported with the later.


Henry Fielding


Some people as a result of adversity are sadder, wiser, kinder, more human. Most of us are better, though, when things go better. Knowing when to keep your mouth shut is invariably more important than opening it at the right time. Always listen to a man when he describes the faults of others. Often times, most times, he’s describing his own, revealing himself.


Malcolm Forbes


Adversity makes men; good fortune makes monsters.


French proverb


A leaf that is destined to grow large is full of grooves and wrinkles at the start. Now if one has no patience and wants it smooth offhand like a willow leaf, there is trouble ahead.


Johann Wolfgang von Goethe


Stress is an ignorant state. It believes that everything is an emergency. Nothing is that important.


Natalie Goldberg


The greatest object in the universe, says a certain philosopher, is a good man struggling with adversity; yet there is still a greater, which is the good man that comes to relieve it.


Oliver Goldsmith


Adversity has the effect of eliciting talents which in prosperous circumstances would have lain dormant.


Horace


In time of prosperity friends will be plenty; in time of adversity not one in twenty.


James Howell


Adversity has ever been considered the state in which a man most easily becomes acquainted with himself, then, especially, being free from flatterers.


Samuel Johnson


In the adversity of our best friends we often find something that is not wholly displeasing to us.


François de La Rochefoucauld


Sometimes what a man escapes to is worse than what he escapes from.


Stan Lynde


Kites rise against, not with the wind. No man has ever worked his passage anywhere in a dead calm.


John Neal


To reduce stress, avoid excitement. Spend more time with your spouse.


Robert Orben


Often when economic pressure is lifted, a man must pump back into himself a feeling of must.


A.F. Osborn


If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small.


Proverbs 24:10


Adversity makes a man wise, not rich.


John Ray


In this world without quiet corners, there can be no easy escapes from history, from hullabaloo, from terrible unquiet fuss.


Salman Rushdie


Genuine morality is preserved only in the school of adversity; a state of continuous prosperity may easily prove a quicksand to virtue.


Johann Friedrich von Schiller


In prosperous times I have sometimes felt my fancy and powers of language flag, but adversity is to me at least a tonic and bracer.


Sir Walter Scott


Great men rejoice in adversity, just as brave soldiers triumph in war.


Seneca


The good things of prosperity are to be wished; but the good things that belong to adversity are to be admired.


Seneca


It is not every calamity that is a curse, and early adversity is often a blessing. Surmounted difficulties not only teach, but hearten us in our future struggles.


James Sharp


Adversity has made many a man great who, had he remained prosperous, would only have been rich.


Maurice Switzer


By trying we can easily learn to endure adversity. Another man’s, I mean.


Mark Twain


You can’t hold a man down without staying down with him.


Booker T. Washington


People seldom want to walk over you until you lie down.


Elmer Wheeler














ADVERTISING


Time spent in the advertising business seems to create a permanent deformity like the Chinese habit of foot-binding.


Dean Acheson


An advertising agency is 85% confusion and 15% commission.


Fred Allen


In good times people want to advertise; in bad times they have to.


Bruce Barton


Advertisements in a newspaper are more full of knowledge in respect to what is going on in a community than the editorial columns are.


Henry Ward Beecher


The business that considers itself immune to the necessity for advertising sooner or later finds itself immune to business.


Derby Brown


There are different ways of saying It pays to advertise. It pays, too, to have a quality product, adequate distribution, good salesmen. Advertising is just one factor in the balance mechanism that leads to a sale: product, quality, distribution, advertising and selling. Advertising is really salesmanship in print. Although capacity may be oversold, you can never oversell the product. You can always continue to sell the goodwill and the assurance of quality and service that make buyers seek out your brand beyond all others.


Paul B. Buckwalter


The advertiser is the over rewarded court jester and court pander at the democratic court.


Joseph Wood Crutch


Advertising is the principle of mass production applied to selling.


John T. Dorrance


You can tell the ideals of a nation by its advertisements.


Norman Douglas


Advertising is a racket, like the movies and the brokerage business. You cannot be honest without admitting that its constructive contribution to humanity is exactly minus zero.


F. Scott Fitzgerald


We grew up founding our dreams on the infinite promise of American advertising. I still believe that one can learn to play the piano by mail and that mud will give you a perfect complexion.


Zelda Fitzgerald


The advertising man is a liaison between the products of business and the mind of the nation. He must know both before he can serve either.


Glenn Frank


There is nothing in the way of amelioration of the conditions of life, of politics, of social and ethical matters, that may not be affected through the skilful application of those principles of advertising that, in business, have proved to be so wonderfully effective.


George French


Advertisements contain the only truths to be relied on in a newspaper.


Thomas Jefferson


Promise, large promise, is the soul of an advertisement.


Samuel Johnson


The critic is the only independent source of information. The rest is advertising.


Pauline Kael


Society drives people crazy with lust and calls it advertising.


John Lahr


The product that will not sell without advertising, will not sell profitably with advertising.


Albert Lasker


Advertising may be described as the science of arresting human intelligence long enough to get money out of it.


Stephen Leacock


Hollywood has its Oscars. Television has its Emmys. Broadway has its Tonys. And advertising has its Clios. And its Andys, Addys and Effies. And 117 other assorted awards. And those are just the big ones.


Joanne Lipman


Advertising is the greatest art form of the 20th century.


Marshall McLuhan


Advertising may be the only business in the world where the clients with the most money can make demands until they get the agency’s worst product, while the small client with little to spend must meekly accept the agency’s best.


Thomas D. Murray


Advertising is one of the few callings in which it is advisable to pay attention to some one else’s business.


Howard W. Newton


Advertising in the final analysis should be news. If it is not news it is worthless.


Adolph S. Ochs


Advertising is the rattling of a stick inside a swill bucket.


George Orwell


Advertising helps everybody: by showing comparative values and new products, thus increasing sales, resulting in greater production and lower prices.


John Henry Patterson


Advertising gives industry an opportunity to keep its clean hands before the public. If industry is clean and has no dirty hands to hide, it should be proud to display its purity.


Robert W. Sparks


When someone stops advertising, someone stops buying. When someone stops buying, someone stops selling. When someone stops selling, someone stops making. When someone stops making, someone stops earning. When someone stops earning, someone stops buying. (Think it over.)


Edwin Stuart














ADVICE


There is nothing which we receive with so much reluctance as advice.


Joseph Addison


It is an easy thing for one whose foot is on the outside of calamity to give advice and to rebuke the sufferer.


Aeschylus


He that gives good advice builds with one hand; he that gives good counsel and example builds with both; but he that gives good admonition and bad example builds with one hand and pulls down with the other.


Francis Bacon


The light that a man receiveth by counsel from another is drier and purer than that which cometh from his own understanding and judgment, which is ever infused and drenched in his affections and customs.


Francis Bacon


Listen to everything a man has to say about what he knows, but don’t let him advise you about what he doesn’t know. And usually he doesn’t know too much about what’s best for you.


Barney Balaban


Advice: The suggestions you give someone else which you hope will work for your benefit.


Ambrose Bierce


Advice is like castor oil, easy enough to give but dreadful uneasy to take.


Josh Billings


What you do not use yourself, do not give to others. For example: advice.


Sri Chinmoy


In those days he was wiser than he is now; he used frequently to take my advice.


Winston Churchill


Advice; it’s more fun to give than to receive.


Pat H. Coil


Advice is like snow; the softer it falls, the longer it dwells upon, and the deeper it sinks into the mind.


Samuel Taylor Coleridge


To profit from good advice requires more wisdom than to give it.


John Churton Collins


We ask advice, but we mean approbation.


Charles Caleb Colton


When we feel a strong desire to thrust our advice upon others, it is usually because we suspect their weakness; but we ought rather to suspect our own.


Charles Caleb Colton


Advice after injury is like medicine after death.


Danish proverb


In every society some men are born to rule, and some to advise.


Ralph Waldo Emerson


It is better to advise than upbraid, for the one corrects the erring; the other only convicts them.


Epictetus


The best advice I can give to any young man or young woman upon graduation from school can be summed up in exactly eight words, and they are—be honest with yourself and tell the truth.


James A. Farley


I’ve learned that you can’t expect your children to listen to your advice and ignore your example.


51-year-old’s discovery


Advice: It’s more fun to give than to receive.


Malcolm Forbes


How can you avoid people who say, “Let me tell you,” and then do?


Malcolm Forbes


Listening to advice often accomplishes far more than heeding it.


Malcolm Forbes


Once you’ve given advice to someone, you’re obligated.


Malcolm Forbes


Families break up when people take hints you don’t intend and miss hints you do intend.


Robert Frost


If a man knows where to get good advice, it is as though he could supply it himself.


Johann Wolfgang von Goethe


To accept good advice is but to increase one’s own ability.


Johann Wolfgang von Goethe


Do not be inaccessible. None is so perfect that he does not need at times the advice of others. He is an incorrigible ass who will never listen to anyone. Even the most surpassing intellect should find a place for friendly counsel. Sovereignty itself must learn to lean. There are some that are incorrigible simply because they are inaccessible: They fall to ruin because none dares to extricate them. The highest should have the door open for friendship; it may prove the gate of help. A friend must be free to advise, and even to upbraid, without feeling embarrassed.


Baltasar Gracián


When you counsel someone, you should appear to be reminding him of something he had forgotten, not of the light he was unable to see.


Baltasar Gracián


Facts are worthless to a man if he has to keep running to somebody else for advice on how to use them.


Sven Halla


By the time a man asks you for advice, he has generally made up his mind what he wants to do, and is looking for confirmation rather than counseling.


Sydney J. Harris


Harsh counsels have no effect; they are like hammers which are always repulsed by the anvil.


Claude Adrien Helvétius


It is expedient to have an acquaintance with those who have looked into the world; who know men, understand business, and can give you good intelligence and good advice when they are wanted.


B. Horne


A bad cold wouldn’t be so annoying if it weren’t for the advice of our friends.


Kin Hubbard


Teeth placed before the tongue give good advice.


Italian proverb


Advice is what we ask for when we already know the answer but wish we didn’t.


Erica Jong


No man is so foolish but he may sometimes give another good counsel, and no man so wise that he may not easily err if he takes no other counsel than his own. He that is taught only by himself has a fool for a master.


Ben Jonson


He who can take advice is sometimes superior to him who can give it.


Karl Ludwig von Knebel


The toad beneath the harrow knows


Exactly where each tooth point goes;


The butterfly upon the road


Preaches contentment to that toad.


Rudyard Kipling


You will always find some Eskimos willing to instruct the Congolese on how to cope with heat waves.


Stanislaw Jerzy Lec


We are so happy to advise others that occasionally we even do it in their interest.


Jules Renard


Men give away nothing so liberally as advice.


François de La Rochefoucauld


One can advise comfortably from a safe port.


Johann Friedrich von Schiller


Don’t follow any advice, no matter how good, until you feel as deeply in your spirit as you think in your mind that the counsel is wise.


David Seabury


How is it possible to expect that mankind will take advice when they will not so much as take warning?


Jonathan Swift


Many receive advice, only the wise profit by it.


Publilius Syrus


I have found the best way to give advice to your children is to find out what they want and then advise them to do it.


Harry S Truman


I am, at heart, a tiresome nag complacently positive that there is no human problem which could not be solved if people would simply do as I advise.


Gore Vidal


The only thing to do with good advice is to pass it on; it is never of any use to oneself.


Oscar Wilde














AGING


Middle age occurs when you are too young to take up golf and too old to rush up to the net.


Franklin P. Adams


The Indian summer of life should be a little sunny and sad, like the season, and infinite in wealth and depth of tone—but never hustled.


Henry Brooks Adams


He who would pass the declining years of his life with honor and comfort should, when young, consider that he may one day become old, and remember, when he is old, that he has once been young.


Joseph Addison


While one finds company in himself and his pursuits, he cannot feel old, no matter what his years may be.


Amos Bronson Alcott


To keep the heart unwrinkled, to be hopeful, kindly, cheerful, reverent—that is to triumph over old age.


Thomas Bailey Aldrich


To know how to grow old is the masterwork of wisdom, and one of the most difficult chapters in the great art of living.


Henri Frédéric Amiel


That judges of important causes should hold office for life is not a good thing, for the mind grows old as well as the body.


Aristotle


Middle age is a time of life


That a man first notices in his wife.


Richard Armour


I refuse to admit that I am more than 52, even if that does make my sons illegitimate.


Nancy Astor


I think your whole life shows in your face and you should be proud of that.


Lauren Bacall


Discern of the coming on of years, and think not to do the same things still, for age will not be defied.


Francis Bacon


Men of age object too much, consult too long, adventure too little, repeat too soon, and seldom drive business home to the full period, but content themselves with a mediocrity of success.


Francis Bacon


The secret of staying young is to live honestly, eat slowly, and lie about your age.


Lucille Ball


Old age comes at a bad time.


Sue Banducci


A man is not old until regrets take the place of dreams.


John Barrymore


With maturity comes the wish to economize—to be more simple. Maturity is the period when one finds the just measure.


Béla Bartók


To me—old age is 15 years older than I am.


Bernard M. Baruch


The essence of any plan for financing old age is saving—to put aside some part of today’s earnings for the future. Anything that saps the value of savings—and inflation is the worst single threat—is the enemy of the aged and of those who expect to grow old.


Bernard M. Baruch


I entered my Seventies


A decade ago.


My span here on earth


Has been quite a good show.


I owe a great deal


To my relative peace,


And I’m terribly grateful


For such a long lease.


Cecil Baxter


We grow neither better nor worse as we get old, but more like ourselves.


May Lamberton Becker


The war years count double. Things and people not actively in use age twice as fast.


Arnold Bennett


When I was 40, my doctor advised me that a man in his forties shouldn’t play tennis. I heeded his advice carefully and could hardly wait until I reached 50 to start again.


Hugo L. Black


The child’s toys and the old man’s reasons are the fruits of two seasons.


William Blake


Men in the uniform of Wall Street retirement: black Chesterfield coat, rimless glasses and the Times folded to the obituary page.


Jimmy Breslin


Grow old along with me! The best is yet to be, the last of life, for which the first was made.


Robert Browning


I’m finding, as I’ve thrived and aged,


That much I’d thought was good was bad.


I doubt I’d want to age again


Without the harmful fun I had.


Art Buck


The toll of time brings few delights


In facing age’s deadly spike;


Atop the list


Perhaps is this:


Outliving those we didn’t like.


Art Buck


If you wish to be positive, which means youthful, never speak of the past any more than you can help.


Gelett Burgess


The old say, “I remember when.” The young say, “What’s the news?”


Gelett Burgess


I smoke cigars because at my age if I don’t have something to hang on to I might fall down.


George Burns


Retirement at 65 is ridiculous. When I was 65 I still had pimples.


George Burns


As the fruit ripens, so does man mature; after many rains, suns and blows.


José de la Luz y Caballero


Given three requisites—means of existence, reasonable health, and an absorbing interest—those years beyond sixty can be the happiest and most satisfying of a lifetime.


Earnest Elmo Calkins


Those who enjoy the large pleasures of advanced age are those who have sacrificed the small pleasures of youth.


Charles E. Carpenter


We are but older children, dear,


Who fret to find our bedtime near.


Lewis Carroll


Sure I’m for helping the elderly. I’m going to be old myself some day.


Lillian Carter (in her 80s)


The dead might as well try to speak to the living as the old to the young.


Willa Cather


The greatest comfort of my old age, and that which gives me the highest satisfaction, is the pleasing remembrance of the many benefits and friendly offices I have done to others.


Marcus Cato


Middle age is when your classmates are so gray and wrinkled and bald they don’t recognize you.


Bennett Cerf


I would not say that old men grow wise, for men never grow wise; and many old men retain a very attractive childishness and cheerful innocence. Elderly people are often much more romantic than younger people, and sometimes even more adventurous, having begun to realize how many things they do not know.


G.K. Chesterton


One pleasure attached to growing older is that many things seem to be growing younger; growing fresher and more lively than we once supposed them to be.


G.K. Chesterton


Growing old isn’t so bad when you consider the alternative.


Maurice Chevalier


As I approve of a youth that has something of the old man in him, so I am no less pleased with an old man that has something of the youth. He that follows this rule may be old in body, but can never be so in mind.


Cicero


Short as life is, some find it long enough to outlive their characters, their constitutions and their estates.


Charles Caleb Colton


Don’t die until you’re dead.


Billy Connolly


Old age: I fall asleep during the funerals of my friends.


Mason Cooley


How foolish to think that one can ever slam the door in the face of age. Much wiser to be polite and gracious and ask him to lunch in advance.


Noël Coward


To what do I owe my longevity? Bad luck.


Quentin Crisp


It is better to wear out than to rust out.


Richard Cumberland


Growing old is not for sissies.


Bette Davis


The really frightening thing about middle age is that you know you’ll grow out of it.


Doris Day


I know I can’t cheat death, but I can cheat old age, and I’ve lived my life that way.


Darwin Deason


These are the effects of doting age: vain doubts, idle cares and overcaution.


John Dryden


Old men’s eyes are like old men’s memories, they are strongest for things a long way off.


George Eliot


A man’s years should not be counted until he has something else to count.


Ralph Waldo Emerson


It is time to be old, to take in sail.


Ralph Waldo Emerson


Life is eating us up. We shall be fables presently. Keep cool: It will all be one a hundred years hence.


Ralph Waldo Emerson


The years teach much which the days never know.


Ralph Waldo Emerson


To a longer and worse life, a shorter and better is by all means to be preferred.


Epictetus


If youth knew; if age could.


Henri Estienne


If we could be twice young and twice old we could correct all our mistakes.


Euripides


One of the many things nobody ever tells you about middle age is that it’s such a nice change from being young.


Dorothy Canfield Fisher


It can be set down as a broad, general principle that we cannot indulge in idleness and abundance during both the first and second half of our life. Study, application, industry, enthusiasm while we are young usually enable us to enjoy life when we grow older. But unless we toil and strive and earn all we can in the first half, the second half of our life is liable to bring disappointment, discomfort, distress. The time to put forth effort is when we are most able to do it, namely, in the years of our greatest strength. The law of compensation hasn’t ceased to function.


B.C. Forbes


Age isn’t important until you run out of it.


Malcolm Forbes


After 40, one’s face begins to tell more than one’s tongue.


Malcolm Forbes


As you get older there shouldn’t be anything you won’t try. The payoff is that you open up whole new avenues that are fun. It’s a misinterpretation of life to live it only in preparation for the next one. To subordinate the one you’ve got to an indefinite next round is foolish. It’s a waste of this life not to live this life. What’s next is anybody’s guess.


Malcolm Forbes


That everyone earning should contribute to Social Security is indisputable; that everyone, regardless of how he’s financially fixed at retirement age, should collect Social Security is indisputably wrong. As it was well put in Washington Monthly, Social Security’s a device for taking money from present workers to support retired ones. Fair enough. But by what standard can we justify a system that taxes a $14,000-a-year secretary with two kids and gives that money to a Malcolm Forbes?


At what to set the cap should be, can be, debated. But there should not be any debate as to whether a cap should be.


Malcolm Forbes (1985)


You have to be old before you can enjoy being young in spirit.


Malcolm Forbes


If you take all the experience and judgment of men over fifty out of the world, there wouldn’t be enough left to run it.


Henry Ford


There’s only one way to avoid getting old, and that is to die young.


Georgia physician


The better part of maturity is knowing your goals.


Arnold Glasow


So then the year is repeating its old story again. We are come once more to its most charming chapter.


Johann Wolfgang von Goethe


Age that lessens the enjoyment of life, increases our desire of living.


Oliver Goldsmith


No one can avoid aging, but aging productively is something else.


Katharine Graham


Gray hair is a sign of age, not wisdom.


Greek proverb


The old age of an eagle is better than the youth of a sparrow.


Greek proverb


Most people say that as you get old, you have to give up things. I think you get old because you give up things.


Theodore Francis Green


It’s hard to believe that some day I’ll be an ancestor.


Robert Half


Old age, believe me, is a good and pleasant time. It is true that you are quietly shouldered off the stage, but then you are given such a comfortable front seat as spectator, and if you have really played your part you are more content to sit down and watch.


Jane Ellen Harrison


There’s worse ways to get old than rummaging around in your memories.


Jon Hassler


Like it or not, whatever identity we have in this country, especially for men, comes from what we do for a living. It’s among the first questions we ask and are asked. “Retired” is not an identity, it’s the lack of one. It’s Limbo, the waiting room for the Beyond. The best thing about it is the naps.


James Hennigan


A snow year, a rich year.


George Herbert


Old people have fewer diseases than the young, but their diseases never leave them.


Hippocrates


I think “retirement” goes hand in hand with people who make a living by having a “job.” I don’t think we—the .00001 percent of the population who are so fortunate to love passionately what we do—consider it a “job.”


Dustin Hoffman


Age, like distance, lends a double charm.


Oliver Wendell Holmes


I credit my youthfulness at eighty to the fact of a cheerful disposition and contentment in every period of my life with what I was.


Oliver Wendell Holmes


Men, like peaches and pears, grow sweet a little while before they begin to decay.


Oliver Wendell Holmes


To be seventy years young is sometimes far more cheerful and hopeful than to be forty years old.


Oliver Wendell Holmes


Geriatric Logic:


Take one good breath while still in bed,


One cautious stretch from toe to head.


If nothing hurts—I must be dead!


Hospital Rhyme


You’ll find as you grow older that you weren’t born such a very great while ago after all. The time shortens up.


William Dean Howells


Forty is the old age of youth; fifty is the youth of old age.


Victor Hugo


Young people think they know it all, but a lot of old salts around know they don’t.


Richard Jackson


Let us not look at ourselves but onwards, onwards to the ideal life of man, and take strength from the leaf and the signs of the field. Let us labor to make the heart grow larger as we become older, as the spreading oak gives more shelter.


Richard Jeffries


It is the height of absurdity to sow little but weeds in the first half of one’s lifetime and expect to harvest a valuable crop in the second half.


Percy H. Johnston


This evening of a well-spent life brings its lamps with it.


Joseph Joubert


If you wish to live long, you must be willing to grow old.


George Lawton


Aging is not simply decay; it is an accumulation of choices and consequences which, if there is any education at all, consists also of alternatives, an experience of strangeness, a sense of other possibilities, an appreciation of might-have-been.


John Leonard


The thing about getting old is the number of things you think that you can’t say aloud because it would be too shocking.


Doris Lessing


My grandfather used to make home movies and edit out the joy.


Richard Lewis


How do you know when you’re old? When you double your current age and realize you’re not going to live that long.


Michael J. Leyden II


Maturity is achieved when a person accepts life as full of tension; when he does not torment himself with childish guilt feelings, but avoids tragic adult sins; when he postpones immediate pleasures for the sake of long-term values.… Our generation must be inspired to search for that maturity which will manifest itself in the qualities of tenacity, dependability, co-operativeness and the inner drive to work and sacrifice for a nobler future of mankind.


Joshua L. Liebman


Psychologically I should say that a person becomes an adult at the point when he produces more than he consumes or earns more than he spends. This may be at the age of eighteen, twenty-five, or thirty-five. Some people remain unproductive and dependent children forever and therefore intellectually and emotionally immature.


Henry C. Link


Nobody grows old by merely living a number of years. People grow old only by deserting their ideals. Years wrinkle the face, but to give up enthusiasm wrinkles the soul. Worry, doubt, self-interest, fear, despair—these are the long, long years that bow the head and turn the growing spirit back to dust.


Watterson Lowe


At sixty a man has passed most of the reefs and whirlpools. Excepting only death, he has no enemies left to meet.… That man has awakened to a new youth.… Ergo, he is young.


George Luks


A man knows when he is growing old because he begins to look like his father.


Gabriel García Márquez


From the earliest time the old have rubbed it into the young that they are wiser, and before the young had discovered what nonsense this was they were old too, and it profited them to carry on the imposture.


Somerset Maugham


Old age has its pleasures, which, though different, are not less than the pleasures of youth.


Somerset Maugham


Growing old is no more than a bad habit which a busy man has no time to form.


André Maurois


I wish it were O.K. in this country to look one’s age, whatever it is. Maturity has a lot going for it, even in terms of esthetics. For example, you no longer get bubblegum stuck in your braces.


Cyra McFadden


Old age is like a plane flying through a storm. Once you are aboard there is nothing you can do.


Golda Meir


Old age is always wakeful; as if, the longer linked with life, the less man has to do with aught that looks like death.


Herman Melville


The best years are the forties; after fifty a man begins to deteriorate, but in his forties he is at the maximum of his villainy.


H.L. Mencken


The older I grow, the more I distrust the familiar doctrine that age brings wisdom.


H.L. Mencken


It is 11 years since I have seen my figure in a glass [mirror]. The last reflection I saw there was so disagreeable I resolved to spare myself such mortification in the future.


Lady Mary Wortley Montagu


Every period of life has its peculiar prejudices; whoever saw old age that did not applaud the past and condemn the present time?


Michel de Montaigne


Gauge a country’s prosperity by its treatment of the aged.


Nachman of Bratzlav


If each of us can be helped by science to live a hundred years, what will it profit us if our hates and fears, our loneliness and our remorse will not permit us to enjoy them?


David Neiswanger


You can judge your age by the amount of pain you feel when you come in contact with a new idea.


John Nuveen


When you’re fifty you start thinking about things you haven’t thought about before. I used to think getting old was about vanity, but actually it’s about losing people you love. Getting wrinkles is trivial.


Joyce Carol Oates


A man is sane morally at thirty, rich mentally at forty, wise spiritually at fifty—or never!


Sir William Osler


Even under a harsh God—and I do not believe in a harsh God—one is entitled to serenity in old age.


Albert Outler


How old would you be if you didn’t know how old you was?


Satchel Paige


A comfortable old age is the reward of a well-spent youth. Instead of its bringing sad and melancholy prospects of decay, it should give us hopes of eternal youth in a better world.


R. Palmer


We are all prisoners of cell biology.


H.B. Pearl


We get too soon old, und too late schmart.


Pennsylvania Dutch proverb


Youth is not a time of life; it is a state of mind. People grow old only by deserting their ideals and by outgrowing the consciousness of youth. Years wrinkle the skin, but to give up enthusiasm wrinkles the soul.… You are as old as your doubt, your fear, your despair. The way to keep young is to keep your faith young. Keep your self-confidence young. Keep your hope young.


Luella F. Phelan


The belief that youth is the happiest time of life is founded on a fallacy. The happiest person is the person who thinks the most interesting thoughts, and we grow happier as we grow older.


William Lyon Phelps


You know you’re old when you notice how young the derelicts are getting.


Jeanne Phillips


Old age: A great sense of calm and freedom. When the passions have relaxed their hold, you have escaped, not from one master but from many.


Plato


Our youth and manhood are due to our country, but our declining years are due to ourselves.


Pliny


The years that a woman subtracts from her age are not lost. They are added to other women’s.


Diane de Poitiers


Years following years steal something every day;


At last they steal us from ourselves away.


Alexander Pope


When we are young, we are slavishly employed in procuring something whereby we may live comfortably when we grow old; and when we are old, we perceive it is too late to live as we proposed.


Alexander Pope


Growing old is like being increasingly penalized for a crime you haven’t committed.


Anthony Powell


If by the time we are sixty we haven’t learned what a knot of paradox and contradiction life is, and how exquisitely the good and bad are mingled in every action we take, and what a compromising hostess Our Lady of Truth is, we haven’t grown old to much purpose.


John Cowper Powys


No one grows old by living—only by losing interest in living.


Marie Beynon Ray


You can only hold your stomach in for so many years.


Burt Reynolds


As a man grows older it is harder and harder to frighten him.


Jean Paul Richter


As winter strips the leaves from around us, so that we may see the distant regions they formerly concealed, so old age takes away our enjoyments only to enlarge the prospect of the coming eternity.


Jean Paul Richter


Memory, wit, fancy, acuteness, cannot grow young again in old age, but the heart can.


Jean Paul Richter


What can a man do to move along in some kind of grace through his days and years?


William Saroyan


Nothing is more disgraceful than that an old man should have nothing to show to prove that he has lived long, except his years.


Seneca


My age is as a lusty winter Frosty, but kindly.


William Shakespeare


It’s all that the young can do for the old, to shock them and keep them up to date.


George Bernard Shaw


The secret of a long life is knowing when it’s time to go.


Michelle Shocked


When you have lived longer in this world and outlived the enthusiastic and pleasing illusions of youth, you will find your love and pity for the race increase tenfold, your admiration and attachment to a particular party or opinion fall away altogether.


Joseph Henry Shorthouse


The greatest danger to an adequate old-age security plan is rising prices. A rise of 2 per cent a year in prices would cut the purchasing power of pensions about 45 per cent in thirty years. The greatest danger of rising prices is from wages rising faster than output per man-hour.… Whether the nation succeeds in providing adequate security for retired workers depends in large measure upon the wage policies of trade unions.


Sumner H. Slichter


As A Man Grows Older


He values the voice of experience more and the voice of prophecy less.


He finds more of life’s wealth in the common pleasures—home, health, children.


He thinks more about worth of men and less about their wealth.


He begins to appreciate his own father a little more.


He boasts less and boosts more.


He hurries less, and usually makes more progress.


He esteems the friendship of God a little higher.


Roy L. Smith


Being over seventy is like being engaged in a war. All our friends are going or gone and we survive amongst the dead and the dying as on a battlefield.


Muriel Spark


The mark of the immature man is that he wants to die nobly for a cause, while the mark of the mature man is that he wants to live humbly for one.


William Stekel


Emotional maturity is ability to stick to a job and to struggle through until it is finished; to endure unpleasantness, discomfort and frustration; to give more than is asked for or required; to size things up and make independent decisions; to work under authority and to cooperate with others; to defer to time, others persons, and to circumstances.


Edward A. Strecker


Years do not make sages; they only make old men.


Anne Swetchine


Everyone desires long life, not one old age.


Jonathan Swift


There cannot live a more unhappy creature than an ill-natured old man, who is neither capable of receiving pleasures, nor sensible of conferring them on others.


William J. Temple


If one would understand older people, one should first forget age. Oldness is not so much passing a certain birthday as it is the rearrangement of a complicated set of physical, mental, social and economic circumstances. One must not label a man who has lived a lot of years as an old person. For an individual who has early formed good habits of living, picked up the important techniques of adjustment and acquired a good attitude or philosophy, life continues to be an ever-increasing adventure in development. Development can continue at sixty, seventy and eighty as surely as it did in youth.


William B. Terhune


Old age is the most unexpected of all the things that can happen to a man.


Leon Trotsky


We have no simple problems or easy decisions after kindergarten.


John W. Turk


Last spring I stopped frolicking with the mince pie after midnight. Up to then I had always believed it wasn’t loaded.


Mark Twain


The first half of life consists of the capacity to enjoy without the chance; the last half consists of the chance without the capacity.


Mark Twain


Whatever a man’s age, he can reduce it several years by putting a bright-colored flower in his buttonhole.


Mark Twain


Nobody grows old by merely living a number of years. People grow old by deserting their ideals.


Samuel Ullman


In the beginning, there was no retirement. There were no old people. In the Stone Age, everyone was fully employed until age twenty, by which time nearly everyone was dead, usually of unnatural causes. Any early man who lived long enough to develop crow’s-feet was either worshiped or eaten as a sign of respect.


Mary-Lou Weisman


You end up as you deserve. In old age you must put up with the face, the friends, the health, and the children you have earned.


Fay Weldon


Youth is a silly, vapid state;


Old age with fears and ills is rife;


This simple boon I beg of Fate—


A thousand years of Middle Life!


Carolyn Wells


A man’s liberal and conservative phases seem to follow each other in a succession of waves from the time he is born. Children are radicals. Youths are conservatives, with a dash of criminal negligence. Men in their prime are liberals (as long as their digestion keeps pace with their intellect).


E.B. White


Old age: The estuary that enlarges and spreads itself grandly as it pours into the Great Sea.


Walt Whitman


More women grow old nowadays through the faithfulness of their admirers than through anything else.


Oscar Wilde


The tragedy of old age is not that one is old, but that one is young.


Oscar Wilde


More women grow old nowadays through the faithfulness of their admirers than through anything else.


Oscar Wilde


Young men want to be faithful and are not; old men want to be faithless and cannot.


Oscar Wilde


It haunts me, the passage of time. I think time is a merciless thing. I think life is a process of burning oneself out and time is the fire that burns you. But I think the spirit of man is a good adversary.


Tennessee Williams


Now, aged fifty, I’m just poised to shoot forth quite free straight and undeflected my bolts whatever they are.


Virginia Woolf


In masks outrageous and austere,


The years go by in single file;


But none has merited my fear,


And none has quite escaped my smile.


Elinor Wylie


An aged man is but a paltry thing, A tattered coat upon a stick.


William Butler Yeats


I really believe that more harm is done by old men who cling to their influence than by young men who anticipate it.


Owen D. Young














ALCOHOL


The cocktail is a pleasant drink;


It’s mild and harmless I don’t think.


When you’ve had one, you call for two,


And then you don’t care what you do.


George Ader


Bronze is the mirror of the form; wine, of the heart.


Aeschylus


On hangovers: He resolved, having done it once, never to move his eyeballs again.


Kingsley Amis


The vine bears three kinds of grapes: the first of pleasure, the next of intoxication, and the third of disgust.


Anacharsis


The driver is safer when the roads are dry, and vice versa.


Anonymous


When the cock is drunk, he forgets about the hawk.


Ashanti proverb


The weather is hot, and, yes indeed, the wine is pink. If you have even the slightest doubt, let me assure you: Rosé madness continues.


Eric Asimov


Drinking makes such fools of people, and people are such fools to begin with, that it’s compounding a felony.


Robert Benchley


My misdeeds are accidental happenings and merely the result of having been in the wrong bar or bed at the wrong time, say most days between midday and midnight.


Jeffrey Bernard


The whole world is about three drinks behind.


Humphrey Bogart


I write to discover what I think. After all, the bars aren’t open that early.


Daniel Boorstin


When you stop drinking, you have to deal with this marvelous personality that started you drinking in the first place.


Jimmy Breslin


The bar was like a funeral parlor with a beverage service.


Bill Bryson


If you were to ask me if I’d ever had the bad luck to miss my daily cocktail, I’d have to say that I doubt it; where certain things are concerned, I plan ahead.


Luis Buñuel


The bar is an exercise in solitude. Above all else, it must be quiet, dark, very comfortable and, contrary to modern mores, no music of any kind, no matter how faint. In sum, there should be no more than a dozen tables, and a clientele that doesn’t like to talk.


Luis Buñuel


I have to think hard to name an interesting man who does not drink.


Richard Burton


If the headache would only precede the intoxication, alcoholism would be a virtue.


Samuel Butler


Most Americans are born drunk, and really require a little wine or beer to sober them. They have a sort of permanent intoxication from within, a sort of invisible champagne.


G.K. Chesterton


I have taken more out of alcohol than alcohol has taken out of me.


Winston Churchill


When I was younger I made it a rule never to take a strong drink before lunch. Now it is my rule never to do so before breakfast.


Winston Churchill


Wine, to a gifted bard, is a


Mount that merrily races;


From watered wits,


No good has ever grown.


Cratinus


I drink too much. Last time I gave a urine sample there was an olive in it.


Rodney Dangerfield


Drink never made a man better, but it made many a man think he was better.


Finley Peter Dunne


He talked with more claret than clarity.


Susan Ertz


Can you imagine opening a bottle of champagne with a bottle opener? I can’t. It would eliminate half the fun.


Alain de Vogue


O City city, I can sometimes hear


Beside a public bar in Lower Thames Street,


The pleasant whining of a mandoline


And a clatter and a chatter from within


Where fishmen lounge at noon: where the walls


Of Magnus Martyr hold


Inexplicable splendour of Ionian white and gold.


T.S. Eliot


New York is the greatest city in the world for lunch. That’s the gregarious time. When that first martini hits the liver like a silver bullet, there is a sigh of contentment that can be heard in Dubuque.


Willliam Emerson, Jr.


A man’s got to believe in something. I believe I’ll have another drink.


W.C. Fields


I feel sorry for people who don’t drink, because when they get up in the morning, it’s as good as they’ll feel all day.


W.C. Fields


The bar is the male kingdom. For centuries it was the bastion of male privilege, the gathering place for men away from their women, a place where men could go to freely indulge in The Bull Session.


Shulamith Firestone


Would you have suspected drunk or drugged train drivers couldn’t be checked by the railroads to see if they were until now? This, despite the fact that in the past ten years there have been dozens of railroad accidents, deaths and injuries, plus tens of millions in property damage directly attributed (after the fact) to alcohol or drug consumption by the trainmen. It was not until a couple of weeks ago that the Department of Transportation gave the railroads the power to test suspected employees. Only in December will it become for the first time illegal for train operators to be drunk on duty.


Malcolm Forbes (1985)


The three-martini lunch is the epitome of American efficiency.


Gerald Ford


Wine is constant proof that God loves us and loves to see us happy.


Benjamin Franklin


Many people believe the more they pay for a wine, the better it is. But it went against my grain.


Ernest Gallo


Some people spend the day in complaining of a headache, and the night in drinking the wine that gives it.


Johann Wolfgang von Goethe


Champagne, if you are seeking the truth, is better than a lie detector. It encourages a man to be expansive, even reckless, while lie detectors are only a challenge to tell lies successfully.


Graham Greene


On the name of her hangover cure: People kind of universally have a negative reaction to it. They think of Hootie & the Blowfish. Or blowing chunks. There’s also the poisonous sushi, so people tend to think, “Blowfish, that’s a weird name.” But people remember it.


Brenna Haysom


I have drunk since I was 15, and few things have given me more pleasure. When you work hard all day with your head and you must work again the next day, what else can change your ideas and make them run on a different plane like whiskey?


Ernest Hemingway


The proximity of a desirable thing tempts one to overindulgence. On that path lies danger.


Frank Herbert


When you consider how many millions of workdays begin with hangovers great and small, it is mildly surprising to find how few real descriptions of the experience our literature can boast.


Christopher Hitchens


Malt does more than Milton can,


To justify God’s ways to man.


A.E. Housman


Possible reason for his success: I’m still drinking.


Joseph Jamail, Jr.


I don’t need any more goddamn money. The only thing I’m buying these days is better scotch.


Joseph Jamail, Jr.


The sway of alcohol over mankind is unquestionably due to its power to stimulate the mystical faculties of human nature, usually crushed to earth by the cold facts and dry criticisms of the sober hour. Sobriety diminishes, discriminates, and says no; drunkenness expands, unites and says yes.


William James


The habit of intemperance by men in office has occasioned more injury to the public, and more trouble to me, than all other causes; and, were I to commence my administration again, the first question I would ask respecting a candidate for office, would be, Does he use ardent spirits?


Thomas Jefferson


One of the disadvantages of wine is that it makes a man mistake words for thoughts.


Samuel Johnson


Even though a number of people have tried, no one has yet found a way to drink for a living.


Jean Kerr


It was a cliché that champagne did well when times were bad. But this recession has an added element to it in which conspicuous spending—bling—is out of fashion.


Robert Joseph


I often wonder what the vintners buy. One half so precious as the stuff they sell.


Omar Khayyáam


A telephone survey says that 51% of college students drink until they pass out at least once a month. The other 49% didn’t answer the phone.


Craig Kilborn


I don’t drink liquor. I don’t like it. It makes me feel good.


Oscar Levant


By the time a bartender knows what drink a man will have before he orders, there is little else about him worth knowing.


Don Marquis


Wine is like rain: when it falls on the mire it but makes it fouler, but when it strikes the good soil wakes it to beauty and bloom.


John May


Winston Churchill’s habit of guzzling a quart or two a day of good cognac is what saved civilization from the Luftwaffe, Hegelian logic, Wagnerian love-deaths and potato pancakes.


Charles McCabe


I drank at every vine.


The last was like the first.


I came upon no wine


So wonderful as thirst.


Edna St. Vincent Millay


Watlington, which combined the distinction of being the smallest town in England with having more pubs per head of the population than I believed possible.


John Mortimer


[Taverns] are universal places, like churches, hallowed meeting places of all mankind.


Iris Murdoch


We cannot move around large quantities of necessary fluids without spilling them occasionally. Those of us who drink have proven this by experimental method.


P.J. O’Rourke


In wine there is truth.


Pliny the Elder


The ideal barroom ambience evokes neither rush-hour subway frenzy nor the torpor of a government office on a summer afternoon.


Eno Putain


The only wise thing about having a third martini is that you’re not yet having a fourth.


Eno Putain


The promised land at day’s end, where gelid martinis—conical pools of bliss—glow with platinum dew and sit atop their long pelican legs on the mahogany bar, sentries overlooking bowls of salty nuts.


Eno Putain


Yes, God is in the details, but at some point even God says, “Enough, let’s go have a cocktail!”


Eno Putain


I drink no more than a sponge.


François Rabelais


If you can’t explain your physics to a barmaid, it is probably not very good physics.


Ernest Rutherford


After eating, an epicure gives a thin smile of satisfaction; a gastronome, burping into his napkin, praises the food in a magazine; a gourmet, repressing his burp, criticizes the food in the same magazine; a gourmand belches happily and tells everybody where he ate; a glutton embraces the white porcelain altar, or, more plainly, he barfs.


William Safire


It is all nonsense about not being able to work without ale, and gin, and cider, and fermented liquors. Do lions and carthorses drink ale?


Sydney Smith


An alcoholic is someone you don’t like who drinks as much as you do.


Dylan Thomas


Water taken in moderation cannot hurt anybody.


Mark Twain


How much of our literature, our political life, our friendships and love affairs, depend on being able to talk peacefully in a bar!


John Wain


Contrarians drink to remember.


Dave Weinbaum


I must get out of these wet clothes and into a dry martini.


Alexander Woollcott


When I read about the evils of drinking, I gave up reading.


Henny Youngman














AMBITION


Ambition is the subtlest beast of the intellectual and moral field. It is wonderfully adroit in concealing itself from its owner.


John Adams


The ambitious climbs up high and perilous stairs and never cares how to come down; the desire of rising hath swallowed up his fear of a fall.


Thomas Adams


God is not dead but alive and working on a much less ambitious project.


Anonymous Graffito


A man’s worth is no greater than the worth of his ambitions.


Marcus Aurelius Antoninus


In this country, every man is the architect of his own ambitions.


Horton Bain


Ambition is a poor excuse for not having sense enough to be lazy.


Edgar Bergen


It’s stasis that kills you off in the end, not ambition.


Bono


Ambition is the path to success. Persistence is the vehicle you arrive in.


Bill Bradley


Say what we will, we may be sure that ambition is an error. Its wear and tear on the heart are never recompensed.


Edward Bulwer-Lytton


The same sun which gilds all nature, and exhilarates the whole creation, does not shine upon disappointed ambition.


Edmund Burke


He who would rise in the world should veil his ambitions with the forms of humanity.


Chinese proverb


It is by attempting to reach the top at a single leap that so much misery is caused in the world.


William Cobbett


Ambition is to the mind what the cap is to the falcon; it blinds us first, and then compels us to tower by reason of our blindness.


Charles Caleb Colton


All ambitions are lawful except those which climb upward on the miseries or credulities of mankind.


Joseph Conrad


Ambition, having reached the summit, longs to descend.


Pierre Corneille


Ambition is a Dead Sea fruit, and the greatest peril to the soul is that one is likely to get precisely what he is seeking.


Edward Dahlberg


Without ambition one starts nothing. Without work one finishes nothing. The prize will not be sent to you. You have to win it. The man who knows how will always have a job. The man who also knows why will always be his boss. As to methods there may be a million and then some, but principles are few. The man who grasps principles can successfully select his own methods. The man who tries methods, ignoring principles, is sure to have trouble.


Ralph Waldo Emerson


Ambition is the germ from which all growth of nobleness proceeds.


Thomas D. English


First say to yourself what you would be; and then do what you have to do.


Epictetus


For the spear was a desert physician,


That cured not a few of ambition,


And drave not a few to perdition,


With medicine bitter and strong.


James Elroy Flecker


Ambition and the belly are the two worst counselors.


German proverb


Ambition is most aroused by the trumpet-clang of another’s fame.


Baltasar Gracián


From its very beginnings ambition was a political word, born of the Latin ambitus, the walking around that a Roman politician did when buttering up the voters.


John P. Grier


What is my loftiest ambition? I’ve always wanted to throw an egg into an electric fan.


Oliver Herford


Ambition is not a weakness unless it be disproportioned to the capacity.


To have more ambition than ability is to be at once weak and unhappy.


George S. Hillard


Man is the only creature that strives to surpass himself, and yearns for the impossible.


Eric Hoffer


God gives every bird its food, but he does not throw it into the nest.


Josiah G. Holland


Men are more often bribed by their loyalties and ambitions than by money.


Robert H. Jackson


To be unhappy at home is the ultimate result of all ambition.


Samuel Johnson


When you go in search of honey you must expect to be stung by bees.


Kenneth Kaunda


I would sooner fail than not be among the greatest.


John Keats


The thrust of ambition is, and always has been, great, but among the bright-eyed it had once a more adventurous and individualistic air, a much more bracing rivalry.


Louis Kronenberger


Ambition is a poor excuse for not having sense enough to be lazy.


Milan Kundera


The slave has but one master; the man of ambition has as many as there are people useful to his fortune.


Jean de La Bruyère


We often pass from love to ambition, but we hardly ever return from ambition to love.


François de La Rochefoucauld


Ambition does not see the earth she treads on: The rock and the herbage are of one substance to her.


Walter Savage Landor


Ambition and suspicion always go together.


Georg Christoph Lichtenberg


Most people would succeed in small things if they were not troubled by great ambitions.


Henry Wadsworth Longfellow


Ambition is so powerful a passion in the human breast, that however high we reach, we are never satisfied.


Niccolò Machiavelli


It is a psychological law that whatever we desire to accomplish we must impress upon the subjective or subconscious mind; that is, we must register a vow with ourselves, we must make our resolution with vigor, with faith that we can do the thing we want to do; we must register our conviction with such intensity that the great creative forces within us will tend to realize them. Our impressions will become expressions just in proportion to the vigor with which we register our vows to accomplish our ambitions, to make our visions realities.


Orison Swett Marden


If you have a great ambition, take as big a step as possible in the direction of fulfilling it, but if the step is only a tiny one, don’t worry if it is the largest one now possible.


Mildred McAfee


If men cease to believe that they will one day become gods then they will surely become worms.


Henry Miller


Ambition is the spur that makes men struggle with destiny. It is heaven’s own incentive to make purpose great and achievement greater.


Donald G. Mitchell


Ambition is a lust that is never quenched, but grows more inflamed and madder by enjoyment.


Thomas Otway


People Who Do Things exceed my endurance. God, for a man that solicits insurance!


Dorothy Parker


The tallest trees are most in the power of the winds, and ambitious men of the blasts of fortune.


William Penn


The same ambition can destroy or save,


And makes a patriot as it makes a knave.


Alexander Pope


Though ambition may be a fault in itself, it is often the mother of virtues.


Quintilian


It is the constant fault and inseparable evil quality of ambition, that it never looks behind it.


Seneca


The very substance of the ambitious is merely the shadow of a dream.


William Shakespeare


Ambition is an idol on whose wings great minds are carried to extremes, to be sublimely great, or to be nothing.


Thomas Southern


Many people have the ambition to succeed; they may even have special aptitude for their job. And yet they do not move ahead. Why? Perhaps they think that since they can master the job, there is no need to master themselves.


John Stevenson


In private enterprises men may advance or recede, whereas they who aim at empire have no alternative between the highest success and utter downfall.


Tacitus


I always wanted to be somebody, but I should have been more specific.


Lily Tomlin and Jane Wagner


It is the nature of ambition to make men liars and cheats, to hide truth in their breasts, and show, like jugglers, another thing in their mouths, to cut all friendships and enmities to the measure of their own interest.


Kenneth Tynan


A young man’s ambition is to get along in the world and make a place for himself—half your life goes that way, till you’re 45 or 50. Then, if you’re lucky, you make terms with life, you get released.


Robert Penn Warren


How like a mounting devil in the heart rules the unreined ambition.


Nathanial P. Willis


They build too low who build beneath the skies.


Edward Young















AMERICA



The whole of the American Dream has been based on the chance to get ahead, for one’s self or one’s children. Would this country have ever reached the point it has if the individual had always been refused the rewards of his labors and dangers?


James Truslow Adams


Yesterday the greatest question was decided which was ever debated in America; and a greater perhaps never was, nor will be, decided upon men. A resolution was passed without one dissenting colony, that those United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent states.


John Adams (July 3, 1776)


America’s future will be determined by the home and the school. The child becomes largely what it is taught, hence we must watch what we teach it, how we live before it.


Jane Addams


Good Americans, when they die, go to Paris.


Thomas Appleton


The American Republic and American business are Siamese twins; they came out of the same womb at the same time; they are born in the same principles and when American business dies, the American Republic will die, and when the American Republic dies, American business will die.


Josiah W. Bailey


In America, it is sport that is the opiate of the masses.


Russell Baker


The making of an American begins at that point where he himself rejects all other ties, any other history, and himself adopts the vesture of his adopted land.


James Baldwin


America is the country where you buy a lifetime supply of aspirin for one dollar, and use it up in two weeks.


John Barrymore


In America there are two classes of travel, first class and with children.


Robert Benchley


Alligator: The crocodile of America, superior in every detail to the crocodile of the effete monarchies of the Old World.


Ambrose Bierce


Despite whatever agreement there may be between some of us, let us never forget that we are all working whole-heartedly and humbly for the same goal—a country of peace, abundance and prosperity—for all of our people of all races, of all groups—whoever they may be, wherever they may live.


Chester Bowles


If you will help run our government in the American way, then there will never be any danger of our government running America in the wrong way.


Omar N. Bradley


It is to the United States that all freemen look for the light and the hope of the world. Unless we dedicate ourselves completely to this struggle, unless we combat hunger with food, fear with trust, suspicion with faith, fraud with justice—and threats with power, nations will surrender to the futility, the hopelessness, the panic on which wars feed.


Omar N. Bradley


America has believed that in differentiation, not in uniformity, lies the path of progress. It acted on this belief; it has advanced human happiness, and it has prospered.


Louis D. Brandeis


No one in this country has any root anywhere; we don’t live in America, we board here, we are like spiders that run over the surface of the water.


Van Wyck Brooks


Americans are a broad-minded people. They’ll accept the fact that a person can be an alcoholic, a dope fiend, a wife beater, and even a newspaperman; but if a man doesn’t drive there’s something wrong with him.


Art Buchwald


The history of the building of the American nation may justly be described as a laboratory experiment in understanding and in solving the problems that will confront the world tomorrow.


Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler


It’s a scientific fact that if you stay in California you lose one point of your IQ every year.


Truman Capote


Americans are a backward people, with all the very real virtues of a backward people; the patriarchal simplicity and human dignity of a democracy, and a respect for labor uncorrupted by cynicism.


G.K. Chesterton


I like the Americans for a great many reasons. I like them because even the modern thing called industrialism has not entirely destroyed in them the very ancient thing called democracy. I like them because they have a respect for work which really curbs the human tendency to snobbishness.


G.K. Chesterton


Most Americans are born drunk, and really require a little wine or beer to sober them. They have a sort of permanent intoxication from within, a sort of invisible champagne.


G.K. Chesterton


The historic glory of America lies in the fact that it is the one nation that was founded like a church. That is, it was founded on a faith that was not merely summed up after it had existed; it was defined before it existed.


G.K. Chesterton


There is nothing the matter with Americans except their ideals. The real American is all right: It is the ideal American who is all wrong.


G.K. Chesterton


There are no people in the world who are so slow to develop hostile feelings against a foreign country as the Americans, and no people who, once estranged, are more difficult to win back.


Winston Churchill


America is the only nation in history which miraculously has gone directly from barbarism to degeneration without the usual interval of civilization.


Georges Clemenceau


Race tensions thrive on the restricted educational opportunities for Southern Negroes. When earning power is limited or foreshortened by lack of education, whole populations suffer. A potential great producing force, as well as a large possible market for goods, is thus being ignored.


Dr. Rufus E. Clement


When the Pilgrims landed they fell on their knees and then they fell on the aborigines.


Prescott C. Cleveland


More material progress has been made during the past one hundred and fifty years under the American system of business enterprise than during all the preceding centuries in world history. This record of achievement is a challenge to those who would radically change that system.


Karl T. Compton


It is a great advantage to a President, and a major source of safety to the country, for him to know that he is not a great man.


Calvin Coolidge


The government of the United States is a device for maintaining in perpetuity the rights of the people, with the ultimate extinction of all privileged classes.


Calvin Coolidge


America grew great from the seed of the will to do and dare; the will to get up and go on and not to quit after we had erred and fallen; the will to struggle to our feet and plod along and not to give up and lie down when we wavered and stumbled from fatigue. It grew not from the seed of slumping down and giving in when laden with apparent discouragement and seeming defeat, but from the seed of the will to rise to the occasion, shake it off, stand firm and resolute, and challenge defeat. Yes, it seems what we in America need is to get back to the planting and cultivating of that good old American seed.


Arnold W. Craft


There are certain fundamental requisites for wise and resolute democratic leadership. It must build on hope, not on fear; on honesty, not on falsehood; on justice, not on injustice; on public tranquility, not on violence; on freedom, not on enslavement. It must weave a social fabric in which the most important strands are a devotion to truth and a commitment to righteousness. These are essential ingredients of the American way of life. They are the necessary conditions for the achievement of freedom and human progress the world over.


Dr. Edmund Ezra Day


A vision of the future has been one of the sustaining marks of the American experience. Without that vision and without the men who devote themselves to realizing that vision, there can be no true American way of life. We must beware of the thoughtless men who proclaim that a particular stage of our social development, or any special set of conditions, is the best that progress can offer. These men would immobilize us in the great stream of history. They would let its great challenges and chances pass us by… forgetting that the American way of life is a way of acting, not a state of inactivity.


Cornelius W. De Kiewit


By patience and determination, rather than by a harsh upsetting of tradition, we move toward our national aspirations.… This is the way we get things done in America. One man tells another, does what he can, till the sum of these efforts grows into a national aspiration—a precious goal. Then occurs our miracle of democracy: because the groundwork has been surely laid, the goal is already within our grasp.


Newton B. Drury


America came of God, without question, and we ought to dedicate ourselves to her service so that the goodness of America would make her eternal.… And if we live so that the people of the world want to be like us, want to be like what we are instead of what we have, then America will be safe and the world will be safe.


Ulysses G. Dubach


In a world where so much seems to be hidden by the smoke of falsity and moral degeneration, we Americans must grasp firmly the ideals which have made this country great. We must reaffirm the basic human values that have guided our forefathers. A revival of old-fashioned patriotism and a grateful acknowledgment of what our country has done for us would be good for all our souls.


Manton S. Eddy


American working men are principals in the three-member team of capital, management, labor. Never have they regarded themselves as a servile class that could attain freedom only through destruction of the industrial economy.


Dwight D. Eisenhower


Every gathering of Americans—whether a few on the porch of a crossroads store or massed thousands in a great stadium—is the possessor of a potentially immeasurable influence on the future.


Dwight D. Eisenhower


I don’t think the United States needs superpatriots. We need patriotism, honestly practiced by all of us, and we don’t need these people that are more patriotic than you or anyone else.


Dwight D. Eisenhower


Men of widely divergent views in our own country live in peace together because they share certain common aspirations which are more important than their differences.… The common responsibility of all Americans is to become effective, helpful participants in a way of life that blends and harmonizes the fiercely competitive demands of the individual and society.


Dwight D. Eisenhower


Whatever America hopes to bring to pass in the world must first happen in the heart of America. More than escape from death, it is a way of life. More than a haven for the weary, it is a hope for the brave.


Dwight D. Eisenhower


When American life is most American it is apt to be most theatrical.


Ralph Ellison


America is another name for opportunity.


Ralph Waldo Emerson


Every ship that comes to America got its chart from Columbus.


Ralph Waldo Emerson


In America nature is autocratic, saying, “I am not arguing, I am telling you.”


Erik H. Erikson


America is so vast that almost everything said about it is likely to be true, and the opposite is probably equally true.


James T. Farrell


The superiority of the American system is eloquently proved by the pressure of people who want to crash our borders.


William Feather


As I steamed into New York this month, exactly 20 years after first landing in America, the thought uppermost in my mind after visiting Europe was this: How mightily the United States has progressed in wealth and power, and how Europe has failed to keep step. America has exhibited qualities of a strong, industrious, generous-hearted, enthusiastic youth. Europe has exhibited signs of age.… America, the Youth, has not been eaten up with jealousies and bitterness and strife. Europe, the veteran, has.


B.C. Forbes


Is America becoming decadent? Do we no longer regard our promises and pledges as sacred?… We promised to make peace with Germany only in conjunction with the Allies; but we brought forward a separate peace, demanding for ourselves all the advantages of the Treaty of Versailles but rejecting all the responsibilities embodied in the Treaty. It was America’s President who induced Europe to form a League of Nations; and then America was the first country that refused to joint it.… If these are not the symptoms of national decadency, what are they?


B.C. Forbes


The British have their own conception of what constitutes the typical American. He must have a flavor of the Wild West about him. He must do spectacular things. He must not be punctilious about dignity, decorum and other refinements characteristic of the real British gentleman. The Yankee pictured by the Briton must be a bustler. If he is occasionally flagrantly indiscreet in speech and action, then he is so much more surely stamped the genuine article. The most typical American the British ever set their eyes on was, in their judgment, Theodore Roosevelt.


B.C. Forbes


What would you call America’s most priceless asset? Surely not its limitless natural resources, not its matchless national wealth, not its unequalled store of gold, not its giant factories, not its surpassing railroads, not its unprecedented volume of cheap power. Is not its most priceless asset the character of its people, their indomitable self-confidence, their transcendent vision, their sleepless initiative and, perhaps above all, their inherent, irrepressible optimism?


B.C. Forbes


Blaming the U.S. for most of their problems is usually food for bursts of applause among our allies, and ever more frequently within the Third World.… But where do they put what’s nearest and dearest to them—their money? Here. In the last year and a half oversea-ers have invested more money in the U.S. than ever before; more, for the first time, than Americans have invested abroad. So, too, their cash stash in U.S. stocks, bonds and Treasuries soars. The French send the Socialists to power and their money to New York.


Malcolm Forbes


For some of us it seems like yesterday when Ike was in the White House, the U.S. Senate censured Joe McCarthy, and the Supreme Court unanimously ruled that racial segregation in public school was unconstitutional.


Malcolm Forbes


It’s hard to put your finger on just what it was about Dwight Eisenhower that gave him his unique place in the hearts of his countrymen. War hero? Not really. He never personally led a charge up any San Juan hills [or] Deweyed any enemy fleets at Manila Bay. A spectacular, dramatic, colorful President and Presidency? No one would so describe the Eisenhower years.… No, it wasn’t any of the obvious Pedestal things. It wasn’t his Greatness with a capital G; rather it was his goodness without the capital G; the compelling decency of the man; the unconscious yet visible guidance by his conscience.


Malcolm Forbes


Rightly, we constantly berate ourselves—mostly everybody else but me and thee—about the things wrong in our country.… Something has to account, though, for this country’s ongoing greatness, innate and actual. And I think the Conference Board’s latest survey has put a finger on that something—four out of five Americans are satisfied with their jobs, one-third of those very satisfied. It’s not surprising that job satisfaction climbs with earnings, but more significant is the fact that such satisfaction climbs with age [with] 86% of those 55 and over happy at what they’re doing…


Malcolm Forbes


The Johnson Administration may have messed up a lot of major programs, according to which party you support… but I don’t think too many thinking Americans will fault the President and the First Lady for their consistent, determined support of parks, our wilderness areas and some unspoiled, unbelievably attractive American scenery.


[Johnson] has proposed a National Trails system, with four trails to start with…


I don’t know if you have even taken a walk in the country or… joined contemporary neighboring adventurers on hikes. If you did, you know what a wondrous thing it is for mind as well as muscle.


Malcolm Forbes


Our country is still young and its potential is still enormous. We should remember, as we look toward the future, that the more fully we believe in and achieve freedom and equal opportunity—not simply for ourselves but for others—the greater our accomplishments as a nation will be.


Henry Ford


We Americans say that the Constitution made the nation. Well, the Constitution is a great document and we never would have been a nation without it, but it took more than that to make the nation. Rather it was our forefathers and foremothers, who made the Constitution and then made it work. The government they constructed did get great things out of them, but it was not the government primarily that put the great things into them. What put the great things into them was their home life, their religion, their sense of personal responsibility to Almighty God, their devotion to education, their love of liberty, their personal character.


Harry Emerson Fosdick


We get twitted now and then on how we made this country. Well, we took the whole business, of course. It’s not just that corner that we took away from Mexico. When we got it all together, we got a very shapely country—the best continental cut in all the world, between the two oceans and in the right temperature zone.


Robert Frost


Talleyrand once said to the first Napoleon that the United States is a giant without bones. Since that time our gristle has been rapidly hardening.


James A. Garfield


Make no mistake about it. The first man who will walk on the moon has already been born. I hope in America.


General James Gavin (1958)


When the white man came, we had the land and they had the Bibles. Now they have the land and we have the Bibles.


Chief Dan George


In America an hour is 40 minutes.


German saying


The greatness of the United States is due simply to this fact: Under the principle of individual liberty, human incentive has been given its widest scope.


Crawford H. Greenewalt


Every citizen of this country, whether he pounds nails, raises corn, designs rockets or writes poetry, should be taught to know and love his American heritage; to use the language well; to understand the physical universe, and to enjoy the arts. The dollars he gains in the absence of enlightenment like this will be earned in drudgery and spent in ignorance.


Calvin E. Gross


It is as if all America were but a giant workshop, over the entrance of which is the blazing inscription, “No admission here, except on business.”


F.J. Grund (1837)


No citizen of this nation is worthy of the name unless he bears unswerving loyalty to the system under which he lives, the system that gives him more benefits than any other system yet devised by man. Loyalty leaves room to change the system when need be, but only under the ground rules by which we Americans live.


John A. Hannah


Ideals are the incentive payment of practical men. The opportunity to strive for them is the currency that has enriched America through the centuries.


Robert E. Hannegan


The American economic story, despite defects and drawbacks and dreams turned nightmares, is such a good and strong and persuasive story that it needs no attempt to conceal or gloss over blemishes and imperfections. It can stand on its own with its virtues and deficiencies fully displayed. Like Cromwell’s face, the U.S. economy is best portrayed warts and all.


Herbert Harris


You can’t appreciate home until you’ve left it, money till it’s spent, your wife till she’s joined a woman’s club, nor Old Glory till you see it hanging on a broomstick on the shanty of a consul in a foreign town.


O. Henry


Every U.S. citizen owes allegiance to our nation. Some Americans consider that anything less than high treason is allegiance.


Cullen Hightower


You cannot gauge the intelligence of an American by talking with him; you must work with him. The American polishes and refines his way of doing things—even the most commonplace—the way the French of the 17th century polished their maxims.


Eric Hoffer


In the homes of America are born the children of America, and from them go out into American life American men and women. They go out with the stamp of these homes upon them and only as these homes are what they should be, will they be what they should be.


Josiah G. Holland


If America is to be run by the people, it is the people who must think. And we do not need to put on sackcloth and ashes to think. Nor should our minds work like a sundial which records only sunshine. Our thinking must square against some lessons of history, some principles of government and morals, if we would preserve the rights and dignity of men to which this nation is dedicated.


Herbert Hoover


It is those moral and spiritual qualities which rise alone in free men, which will fulfill the meaning of the word American. And with them will come centuries of further greatness to our country.


Herbert Hoover


The priceless treasure of boyhood is his endless enthusiasm, his high store of idealism, his affections and his hopes. When we preserve these, we have made men. We have made citizens and we have made Americans.


Herbert Hoover


We [the Government] are here not as masters but as servants, we are not here to glory in power, but to attest our loyalty to the commands and restrictions laid down by our sovereign, the people of the United States, in whose name and by whose will we exercise our brief authority.


Charles Evans Hughes


The thing that impresses me most about this country is its hopefulness. It is this which distinguishes it from Europe, where there is hopeless depression and fear.


Aldous Huxley


I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just.


Thomas Jefferson


If some period be not fixed, either by the Constitution or by practice, to the services of the First Magistrate, his office, though nominally elective, will, in fact, be for life, and that will soon degenerate into an inheritance.


Thomas Jefferson


It is a very dangerous doctrine to consider the [Supreme Court] judges as the ultimate arbiters of all constitutional questions. It is one which would place us under the despotism of an oligarchy.


Thomas Jefferson


The policy of the American government is to leave their citizens free, neither restraining nor aiding them in their pursuits.


Thomas Jefferson


Science and time and necessity have propelled us, the United States, to be the general store for the world, dealers in everything. Most of all, merchants for a better way of life.


Lady Bird Johnson


Solitude is un-American.


Erica Jong


Rome endured as long as there were Romans. America will endure as long as we remain American in spirit and in thought.


David Starr Jordan


Whither goest thou, America, in thy shiny car in the night?


Jack Kerouac


True nostalgia is an ephemeral composition of dis-jointed memories, but American-style nostalgia is about as ephemeral as copyrighted dejà vu.


Florence King


The earlier days of the republic went into the acquisition of money and the provision for material things is now finding an outlet in the espousal of art. Now America has the leisure and the culture to foster beauty.


Fritz Kreisler


America is a tune. It must be sung together.


Gerald Stanley Lee


Abandon your animosities and make your sons Americans!


Robert E. Lee


I have been up to see the [Confederate] Congress, and they do not seem to be able to do anything except to eat peanuts and chew tobacco, while my army is starving.


Robert E. Lee (1865)


Intellectually I know that America is no better than any other country; emotionally I know she is better than every other country.


Sinclair Lewis


The abundant life of which we have heard so much recently does not come to those who have all obstacles removed from their paths by others. It develops from within and is rooted in strong mental and moral fiber. To look to government to supply all material safeguards is to sound the doom of the great American tradition. If America is to go forward, we must develop in our colleges ideals of courage, industry, and independence.


Dr. William Mather Lewis


The great social adventure of America is no longer the conquest of the wilderness but the absorption of fifty different peoples.


Walter Lippmann


If a man is going to be an American at all let him be so without any qualifying adjectives; and if he is going to be something else let him drop the word American from his personal description.


Henry Cabot Lodge


In the mighty and almost limitless potential of American industry—the brilliance and rugged determination of its leaders; the skill, energy and patriotism of its workers—there has been welded an almost impregnable defense against the evil designs of any who would threaten the security of the American continent. It is indeed the most forceful and convincing argument yet evolved to restrain the irresponsibility of those who would recklessly bring down upon the good and peace-loving peoples of all the nations of the earth the disaster of total war.


Douglas MacArthur


The map of America is a map of endlessness, of opening out, of forever and ever. No man’s face would make you think of it but his hope might, his courage might.


Archibald MacLeish


Americanism is not an accident of birth, but an achievement in terms of worth. Government does not create Americanism, but Americanism creates Government. Americanism is not a race, but a vision, a hope and an ideal.


Dr. Louis I. Mann


Education is the indispensable means by which the ideas of the men who founded the American Republic can be disseminated and perpetuated. Only through education can the people be kept from becoming greedy and ignorant, from degenerating into a populace incapable of self-government. It is only by education, religion, and morality that the people can save themselves from becoming a willing instrument of their own debasement and ruin. The American Republic will endure only as long as the ideas of the men who founded it continue dominant.


Daniel L. Marsh


No political dreamer was ever wild enough to think of breaking down the lines which separate the States and compounding the American people into one common mass.


John Marshall


America must remain, at any cost, the custodian of freedom, human dignity and economic security. The United States must be strong, so that no nation may dare attack.


Louis B. Mayer


America’s love has never been equalled in human history. She turns her cheek seventy times seven. She fights only to defend her family. But when she has defeated her enemies she binds their wounds, feeds their children, pays their bills and hands forth billions of dollars to restore them to an honorable place among the nations of the world.


Emmett McLoughlin


America is the only country ever founded on the printed word.


Marshall McLuhan


American youth attributes much more importance to arriving at driver’s-license age than at voting age.


Marshall McLuhan


The most fearful phenomenon of these midcentury years is not the atom bomb; atomic energy does have its constructive possibilities.… The most fearful event of these times is the colossal expansion of the government of the United States and the constant increase of executive power within the government.


Wheeler McMillen


Those tragic comedians, the Chamber of Commerce red hunters, the Women’s Christian Temperance Union smellers, the censors of books, the Klan regulators, the Methodist prowlers, the Baptist guardians of sacred vessels—we have the national mentality of a police lieutenant.


H.L. Mencken


Things on the whole are faster in America; people don’t stand for election, they run for office. If a person says he’s sick, it doesn’t mean regurgitating, it means ill. Mad means angry, not insane. Don’t ask for the left-luggage; it’s called a checkroom.


Jessica Mitford


To be a good American means to understand the simple principles on which our nation was founded, to observe them in our daily life and to fight for them.


Newbold Morris


Wilderness to the people of America is a spiritual necessity, an antidote to the high pressure of modern life, a means of regaining serenity and equilibrium.


Sigurd F. Olson


Never, I say, had a country so many openings to happiness as this.… Her cause was good. Her principles just and liberal. Her temper serene and firm.… The remembrance then of what is past, if it operates rightly must inspire her with the most laudable of an ambition, that of adding to the fair fame she began with. The world has seen her great adversity.… Let then, the world see that she can bear prosperity; and that her honest virtue in time of peace is equal to the bravest virtue in time of war.


Thomas Paine


Double—no, triple—our troubles and we’d still be better off than any other people on earth.


Ronald Reagan


A Primer of American Self-Government


1. Understand, honor and preserve the Constitution of the United States.


2. Keep forever separate and distinct the legislative, executive and judicial functions of government.


3. Remember that government belongs to the people, is inherently inefficient, and that its activities should be limited to those which government alone can perform.


4. Be vigilant for freedom of speech, freedom of worship, and freedom of action.


5. Cherish the system of Free Enterprise which made America great.


6. Respect thrift and economy, and beware of debt.


7. Above all, let us be scrupulous in keeping our word and in respecting the rights of others.


Philip D. Reed


The four cornerstones of character on which the structure of this nation was built are: Initiative, Imagination, Individuality and Independence.


Edward Rickenbacker


The world position which our country holds today is due to the wide vision of the statesmen who founded these United States and to the daring and indomitable persistence of the great industrial leaders, together with the myriads of men who with faith in their leadership have co-operated to rear the marvelous industrial structure of which our country is justly so proud.


John D. Rockefeller, Jr.


It’s a great country, but you can’t live in it for nothing.


Will Rogers


Everything is un-American that tends either to government by a plutocracy or government by a mob. To divide along the lines of section or caste or creed is un-American. All privileges based on wealth, and all enmity to honest men merely because they are wealthy, are un-American—both of them equally so. The things that will destroy America are prosperity-at-any-price, peace-at-any-price, safety-first instead of duty-first, the love of soft living and the get-rich-quick theory of life.


Theodore Roosevelt


I wish all Americans would realize that American politics is world politics.


Theodore Roosevelt


America remained a land of promise for lovers of freedom. Even Byron, at a moment when he was disgusted with Napoleon for not committing suicide, wrote an eloquent stanza in praise of Washington.


Bertrand Russell


Always the path of American destiny has been into the unknown. Always there arose enough reserves of strength, balances of sanity, portions of wisdom to carry the nation through to a fresh start with ever-renewing vitality.


Carl Sandburg


If I added to their pride of America, I am happy.


Carl Sandburg


Not often in the story of mankind does a man arrive on earth who is both steel and velvet, who is as hard as rock and soft as drifting fog, who holds in his heart and mind the paradox of terrible storm and peace unspeakable and perfect.


Carl Sandburg (on Lincoln)


Americans still believe they are cut out to be successful—in everything: love, love-making, luck, luck-giving, money-making, sense-making, cancer-avoiding, clothes-wearing, car-driving, and so on.


William Saroyan


One of the main differences between our American form of republic and other forms of government is the freedom of the individual to choose and exercise his means to earn his livelihood. Time has proved that our system of private enterprise, making a team of labor, investment of savings and management, with the minimum of state and Federal Government interference generates the greatest number of opportunities for individuals to earn a decent living.


Fred G. Singer


We have a glorious future within our grasp. The American people have learned a lot in the past twenty-five years about how to make our country the kind of land in which everyone can live in dignity, comfort and personal contentment, if he so wishes.


Charles R. Sligh, Jr.


The nations of the world look to the people of this country for leadership. They have seen our youth in action. They have seen their courage and their strength. Off the battlefield they have seen and admired the human kindness and the tolerance of the men who went overseas for us and for them. May we stand firm in our conviction that America has achieved a way of life that we can all cherish—and cherishing, strive ever to guard and improve.


George A. Sloan


Six things we individual Americans can never afford are: Intolerance, indolence, injustice, indifference, intemperance and ingratitude. Whenever any of these enter, they lead to deterioration, defeat and disaster. Any nation given to them inevitably falls.


J. Richard Sneed


It took thrift and savings, together with tremendous character and vision, to make our nation what it is today. And it will take thrift and savings, together with constant ingenuity and stamina, to conserve our remaining resources to enable us to continue to be a great nation.


John W. Snyder


In the United States there is more room where nobody is than where anybody is. That is what makes America what it is.


Gertrude Stein


Our forefathers gave us a system of government which has produced greater liberties and higher living standards than ever before experienced in the history of the world. As citizens it is our duty and our responsibility to do our utmost to protect that system and to provide moral leadership for the rest of the world.


George E. Stringfellow


The New Dealers, labor politicians and Socialists have tried to take advantage of the natural American instinct for charity to forward their plans to socialize the furnishing of the necessities of life to all. If the Government gives free medical care to everybody, why not free food, clothing and housing?


Robert A. Taft


The reason American cities are prosperous is that there is no place for people to sit down.


Alfred J. Talley


In America one of the first things done in a new State is to make the post go there; in the forests of Michigan there is no cabin so isolated, no valley so wild, but that letters and newspapers arrive at least once a week.


Alexis de Tocqueville


Of all the countries in the world, America is that in which the spread of ideas and of human industry is the most continual and most rapid.


Alexis de Tocqueville


The worst country to be poor in is America.


Arnold Toynbee


There are many humorous things in the world; among them, the white man’s notion that he is less savage than the other savages.


Mark Twain


The United States is the richest, and, both actually and potentially, the most powerful state on the globe. She has much to give to the world; indeed, to her hands is chiefly entrusted the shaping of the future. If democracy in the broadest and truest sense is to survive, it will be mainly because of her guardianship.


Lord Tweedsmuir


Teach our children the wholesome ideals of America today—and the threat of vicious Communism will be dead tomorrow.


Martin Vanbee


I know that all things considered, the United States of America, with all of its abuses of democracy and of liberty itself, is still the garden spot of the world, where peace, co-operation and constructive effort can and should prevail always and the cause of a higher Christian civilization advanced.


George M. Verity


If we mean to support the liberty and independence which have cost us so much blood and treasure to establish, we must drive far away the demon of party spirit and local reproach.


George Washington


God grants liberty only to those who love it and are always ready to guard and defend it. Let our object be our country. And, by the blessing of God, may that country itself become a vast and splendid monument, not of oppression and terror, but of wisdom, of peace, and of liberty, upon which the world may gaze with admiration forever!


Daniel Webster


Let our object be our country, our whole country and nothing but our country.


Daniel Webster


It’s becoming increasingly difficult to reach the down-trodden masses in America, a comrade wrote to his superior. In the spring they’re forever polishing their cars. In the summer they take vacations. In the fall they go to the world series and football games. And in the winter you can’t get them away from their television sets. Please give me suggestions on how to let them know how oppressed they are.


Prof. Dexter Williams


Our way of living together in America is a strong but delicate fabric. It is made up of many threads. It has been woven over many centuries by the patience and sacrifice of countless liberty-loving men and women. It serves as a cloak for the protection of poor and rich, of black and white, of Jew and Gentile, of foreign and native born. Let us not tear it asunder. For no man knows, once it is destroyed, where or when man will find its protective warmth again.


Wendell Willkie


The interesting and inspiring thing about America is that she asks nothing for herself except what she has a right to ask for humanity itself.


Woodrow Wilson


We want the spirit of America to be efficient; we want American character to be efficient; we want American character to display itself in what I may, perhaps, be allowed to call spiritual efficiency—clear disinterested thinking and fearless action along the right lines of thought.


Woodrow Wilson














ANCESTORS


Genealogy: An account of one’s descent from an ancestor who did not particularly care to trace his own.


Ambrose Bierce


A man’s ancestry is a positive property to him.


Edward G. Bulwer-Lytton


People will not look forward to posterity, who never look backward to their ancestors.


Edmund Burke


I’d rather have an inch of dog than miles of pedigree.


Dana Burnet


There are many kinds of conceit, but the chief one is to let people know what a very ancient and gifted family one descends from.


Benvenuto Cellini


To forget one’s ancestors is to be a brook without a source, a tree without a root.


Chinese proverb


Man is descended from a hairy-tailed quadruped, probably arboreal in his habits.


Charles Darwin


Genealogy: A perverse preoccupation of those who seek to demonstrate that their forebears were better people than they are.


Sydney J. Harris


Every man is his own ancestor, and every man his own heir. He devises his own future, and he inherits his own past.


H.F. Hedge


Many a family tree needs trimming.


Kin Hubbard


If you would civilize a man, begin with his grandmother.


Victor Hugo


The proper time to influence the character of a child is about a hundred years before he is born.


William Ralph Inge


We pay for the mistakes of our ancestors, and it seems only fair that they should leave us the money to pay with.


Don Marquis


It is indeed a desirable thing to be well descended, but the glory belongs to our ancestors.


Plutarch


Our ancestors are very good kind of folks, but they are the last people I should choose to have a visiting acquaintance with.


Richard B. Sheridan


Whoever serves his country well has no need of ancestors.


Voltaire














ANGER


How much more grievous are the consequences of anger than the causes of it.


Marcus Aurelius Antoninus


When thou art above measure angry, bethink thee how momentary a man’s life is.


Marcus Aurelius Antoninus


The most complete revenge is not to imitate the aggressor.


Marcus Aurelius Antoninus


Anger represents a certain power, when a great mind, prevented from executing its own generous desires, is moved by it.


Pietro Aretino


Angry men are blind and foolish, for reason at such time takes flight and, in her absence; wrath plunders all the riches of the intellect, while the judgment remains the prisoner of its own pride.


Pietro Aretino


Anybody can become angry—that is easy; but to be angry with the right person, and to the right degree, and at the right time, and for the right purpose, and in the right way—that is not within everybody’s power and is not easy.


Aristotle


Meanness is incurable; it cannot be cured by old age, or by anything else.


Aristotle


A man that studieth revenge keeps his own wounds green.


Francis Bacon


Rage can only with difficulty, and never entirely, be brought under the domination of the intelligence, and therefore is not susceptible to any arguments whatsoever.


James Baldwin


A man that does not know how to be angry does not know how to be good.


Henry Ward Beecher


Never forget what a man has said to you when he was angry. If he has charged you with anything, you had better look it up.


Henry Ward Beecher


There is another man within me that’s angry with me.


Thomas Browne


When one is in a good sound rage, it is astonishing how calm one can be.


Edward Bulwer-Lytton


He that wrestles with us strengthens our nerves and sharpens our skill. Our antagonist is our helper.


Edmund Burke


Human anger is a higher thing than what is called divine discontent. For you must be angry with something; but you can be discontented with everything.


G.K. Chesterton


If you are patient in one moment of anger, you will escape a hundred days of sorrow.


Chinese proverb


A man is about as big as the things that make him angry.


Winston Churchill


Anger is the most impotent of passions. It effects nothing it goes about, and hurts the one who is possessed by it more than the one against whom it is directed.


Lord Clarendon


I know of no more disagreeable situation than to be left feeling generally angry without anybody in particular to be angry at.


Frank Moore Colby


When anger rises, think of the consequences.


Confucius


It is the growling man who lives a dog’s life.


Coleman Cox


Conflict is the gadfly of thought. It stirs us to observation and memory. It instigates to invention. It shocks us out of sheeplike passivity, and sets us at noting and contriving.


John Dewey


I’ve learned that if you want to get even with someone at camp, you rub their underwear with poison ivy.


11-year-old’s discovery


We boil at different degrees.


Ralph Waldo Emerson


He is a fool who cannot be angry; but he is a wise man who will not.


English proverb


If you do not wish to be prone to anger, do not feed the habit; give it nothing which may tend to its increase. At first, keep quiet and count the days when you were not angry: I used to be angry every day, then every other day: next, every two, then every three days! and if you succeed in passing thirty days, sacrifice to the gods in thanksgiving.


Epictetus


Whenever you are angry, be assured that it is not only a present evil, but that you have increased a habit.


Epictetus


Keeping score of old scores and scars, getting even and one-upping, always make you less than you are.


Malcolm Forbes


It doesn’t take much of a rule to measure a mean man.


Malcolm Forbes


Meanness demeans the demeaner far more than the demeaned.


Malcolm Forbes


Anger is never without a reason, but seldom with a good one.


Benjamin Franklin


A string of reproaches against other people leads one to suspect the existence of a string of self-reproaches with the same content.


Sigmund Freud


Act nothing in furious passion. It’s putting to sea in a storm.


Thomas Fuller


A man in a passion rides a horse that runs away with him.


Thomas Fuller


The best answer to anger is silence.


German proverb


Anger is never without an argument, but seldom with a good one.


Lord Halifax


He who curbs his wrath merits forgiveness for his sins.


Hebrew proverb


Getting even with somebody is no way to get ahead of anybody.


Cullen Hightower


Anger is a prelude to courage.


Eric Hoffer


Reproach is infinite, and knows no end


So voluble a weapon is the tongue;


Wounded, we wound; and neither side can fail


For every man has equal strength to rail.


Homer


Anger is a short madness.


Horace


Righteous indignation: Your own wrath as opposed to the shocking bad temper of others.


Elbert Hubbard


A grouch escapes so many little annoyances that it almost pays to be one.


Frank McKinney Hubbard


Anger may be foolish and absurd, and one may be irritated when in the wrong; but a man never feels outraged unless in some respect he is at bottom right.


Victor Hugo


When angry, count ten before you speak; if very angry, 100.


Thomas Jefferson


Life is but short; no time can be afforded but for the indulgence of real sorry, or contests upon questions seriously momentous. Let us not throw away any of our days upon useless resentment, or contend who shall hold out longest in stubborn malignity. It is best not to be angry; and best, in the next place, to be quickly reconciled.


Samuel Johnson


Anger is really disappointed hope.


Erica Jong


Revenge is always the weak pleasure of a little and narrow mind.


Juvenal


Men must either be caressed or else annihilated; they will revenge themselves for small injuries, but cannot do so for great ones; the injury therefore that we do to a man must be such that we need not fear his vengeance.


Niccolò Machiavelli


Vengeance is gnawing on a leg and looking down and realizing it’s your own.


Gary Michelson


No man can think clearly when his fists are clenched.


George Jean Nathan


All anger is not sinful, because some degree of it, and on some occasions, is inevitable. But it becomes sinful and contradicts the rule of Scripture when it is conceived upon slight and inadequate provocation, and when it continues long.


William Paley


Every stroke our fury strikes is sure to hit ourselves at last.


William Penn


Reprove not, in their wrath, excited men; good counsel comes all out of season then; but when their fury is appeased and past, they will perceive their faults, and mend at last. When he is cool and calm, then utter it.


John Randolph


Mean spirits under disappointment, like small beer in a thunderstorm, always turn sour.


John Randolph


Anger, if not restrained, is frequently more hurtful to us than the injury that provokes it.


Seneca


The greatest remedy for anger is delay.


Seneca


Wise men ne’er sit and wail their loss, but cheerily seek how to redress their harms.


William Shakespeare


A good man and a wise man may, at times, be angry with the world, and at times grieved for it; but no man was ever discontented with the world if he did his duty in it.


Robert Southey


An angry man is again angry with himself when he returns to reason.


Publilius Syrus


It becomes no man to nurse despair, but, in the teeth of clenched antagonisms, to follow up the worthiest till he die.


Alfred Lord Tennyson


When angry, count four, when very angry, swear.


Mark Twain


Keep cool; anger is not argument.


Daniel Webster


There is something among men more capable of shaking despotic power than lightning, whirlwind, or earthquake; that is the threatened indignation of the whole civilized world.


Daniel Webster


Moral indignation is jealousy with a halo.


H.G. Wells














ANIMALS


Is it not wonderful that the love of the animal parent should be so violent while it lasts and that it should last no longer than is necessary for the preservation of the young?


Joseph Addison


Never try to teach a pig to think. It doesn’t work and it annoys the pig.


Anonymous


The reason dogs have so many friends is because they wag their tails and not their tongues.


Anonymous


In seeking honey expect the sting of bees.


Arabian proverb


The dog was created especially for children. He is the god of frolic.


Henry Ward Beecher


Animals are not brethren, they are not underlings; they are other nations, caught with ourselves in the net of life and time.


Henry Beston


A dog is the only thing on earth that loves you more than he loves himself.


Josh Billings


Each outcry of the hunted hare


A fiber from the brain doth tear.


William Blake


Dogs come when they’re called; cats take a message and get back to you.


Mary Bly


Before you kick the dog, find out the name of its master.


Ray E. Brown


All animals except man know that the principal business of life is to enjoy it.


Samuel Butler


Never look for birds of this year in the nest of the last.


Miguel de Cervantes


Dogs look up to you, cats look down on you. Give me a pig. He just looks you in the eye and treats you as an equal.


Winston Churchill


Elephants suffer from too much patience. Their exhibitions of it may seem superb—such power and such restraint, combined, are noble—but a quality carried to excess defeats itself.


Clarence Day


Animals are such agreeable friends; they ask no questions, they pass no criticisms.


George Eliot


Consider the mosquito—he sings at his work and he keeps everlastingly at it. The only way to stop him is to kill him.


J.T. Fisher


The Latin proverb homo homini lupus—man is a wolf to man—is a libel on the wolf, which is gentle to other wolves.


Geoffrey Gorer


It is not the bee’s touching on the flowers that gathers the honey, but her abiding for a time upon them, and drawing out the sweet.


Joseph Hall


On Nim Chimpsky, subject of her 2008 book: Nim was a great survivor, and that’s another reason I chose him. He did a lot better than many of the other chimpanzees who were part of his generation, which was the first generation of chimps born in research labs in the U.S. His lifeboat was that he could communicate. He understood people.


Elizabeth Hess


More on the monkey wedding in India: I have come all the way just to watch God’s marriage and now the police are telling me to go back and stay away from the temple. They told me the monkeys have been captured. They can’t capture God!


Prem Jain


A forest ranger on a recent wedding of two monkeys in Talwas, India: It’s illegal to marry a monkey. Anyone found doing that or attending the marriage ceremony will be arrested.


Bhavar Singh Kaviya


There’s an old cliche, “Sick as a dog.” After you have seen as many sick dogs as I have, you realize it’s more truth than cliché. A dog who hurts can’t reason that he has felt bad before and recovered to chase cats. He can’t comfort himself that this too will pass. He doesn’t even care whether the doctor, the nurse or the other patients think he’s a coward. He’s sick as a dog.


James R. Kinney


The toad beneath the harrow knows


Exactly where each tooth point goes.


Rudyard Kipling


To understand what the outside of an aquarium looks like, it’s better not to be a fish.


André Malraux


More on Chimpsky, who was also the subject of the documentary film Project Nim: I liked him, but I wouldn’t want to meet him as a fully grown chimpanzee on my own. I would be scared of him, and he’d know that, and he would then monster me, or try to hump me, or something.


Director James Marsh


Bees aren’t as busy as we think they are: They just can’t buzz any slower.


Abe Martin


When I play with my cat, who knows but that she regards me more as a plaything than I do her?


Michel de Montaigne


The trouble with a kitten is


That


Eventually it becomes a


Cat.


Ogden Nash


One who is too wise an observer of the business of others, like one who is too curious in observing the labor of bees, will often be stung for his curiosity.


Alexander Pope


The use of butterflies is to adorn the world and delight the eyes of men, to brighten the countryside, serving like so many golden spangles to decorate the fields.


John Ray


There is one respect in which brutes show real wisdom when compared with us—I mean their quiet, placid enjoyment of the present moment.


Arthur Schopenhauer


Don’t make the mistake of treating your dogs like humans, or they’ll treat you like dogs.


Martha Scott


Some people say that cats are sneaky, evil and cruel. True, and they have many other fine qualities as well.


Missy Sizick


A sparrow fluttering about the church is an antagonist which the most profound theologian in Europe is wholly unable to overcome.


Sydney Smith


When a dog runs at you, whistle for him.


Henry David Thoreau


It does not do to leave a live dragon out of your calculations, if you live near him.


J.R.R. Tolkien


My favorite animal is the mule. He has a lot more horse sense than a horse. He knows when to stop eating. And he knows when to stop working.


Harry S Truman


If you pick up a starving dog and make him prosperous, he will not bite you. This is the principal difference between a dog and a man.


Mark Twain


Of all God’s creatures there is only one that cannot be made the slave of the lash. That one is the cat. If man could be crossed with the cat, it would improve man, but it would deteriorate the cat.


Mark Twain


We hope that, when the insects take over the world, they will remember with gratitude how we took them along on all our picnics.


Bill Vaughan


In the history of the world the prize has not gone to those species which specialized in methods of violence, or even in defensive armor. In fact, nature began with producing animals encased in hard shells for defense against the ill of life. But smaller animals, without external armor, warm-blooded, sensitive, alert, have cleared those monsters off the face of the earth.


Alfred North Whitehead














APPEARANCE


Half the work that is done in this world is to make things appear what they are not.


E.R. Beadle


A large nose is the mark of a witty, courteous, affable, generous and liberal man.


Cyrano de Bergerac


I don’t mind that I’m fat. You still get the same money.


Marlon Brando


Does she or doesn’t she? Only her hairdresser knows for sure.


Clairol Advertisement


There is always a period when a man with a beard shaves it off. This period does not last. He returns headlong to his beard.


Jean Cocteau


Keeping your clothes well pressed will keep you from looking hard pressed.


Coleman Cox


Looking the part helps get the chance to fill it. But if you fill the part, it matters not if you look it.


Malcolm Forbes


More often than not, things and people are as they appear.


Malcolm Forbes


Beware, so long as you live, of judging men by their outward appearance.


Jean de La Fontaine


Never trust a man who combs his hair straight from his left armpit.


Alice Roosevelt Longworth


A chaste woman ought not to dye her hair yellow.


Menander


Some of the worst mistakes of my life have been haircuts.


Jim Morrison


Things are not always what they seem; the first appearance deceives many; the intelligence of few perceives what has been carefully hidden in the recesses of the mind.


Phaedrus


The time men spend in trying to impress others they could spend in doing the things by which others would be impressed.


Frank Romer


One man is more concerned with the impression he makes on the rest of mankind, another with the impression the rest of mankind makes on him.


Arthur Schopenhauer


When I went to the Olympics, I had every intention of shaving the mustache off, but I was getting so many comments about it that I decided to keep it.


Mark Spitz


We do not see things as they are, we see things as we are.


Talmudic saying


A narcissist is someone better looking than you are.


Gore Vidal


The world is governed more by appearances than by realities, so that it is fully as necessary to seem to know something as to know it.


Daniel Webster














ARCHITECTURE


Any work of architecture that does not express serenity is a mistake.


Luis Barragan


Solitude is good company and my architecture is not for those who fear or shun it.


Luis Barragan


Architect: One who drafts a plan of your house, and plans a draft of your money.


Ambrose Bierce


The future of architecture does not lie so much in continuing to fill up the landscape as in bringing back life and order to our cities and towns.


Gottfried Boehm


Architecture is inhabited sculpture.


Constantin Brancusi


Architecture is the alphabet of giants; it is the largest set of symbols ever made to meet the eyes of men. A tower stands up like a sort of simplified stature, of much more than heroic size.


G.K. Chesterton


All architecture is great architecture after sunset; perhaps architecture is really a nocturnal art, like the art of fireworks.


G.K. Chesterton


We shape our buildings; thereafter they shape us.


Winston Churchill


The brevity of human life gives a melancholy to the profession of the architect.


Ralph Waldo Emerson


When I have finished, if the solution is not beautiful, I know it is wrong.


R. Buckminster Fuller


I call architecture petrified music. Really there is something in this: The tone of mind produced by architecture approaches the effect of music.


Johann Wolfgang von Goethe


A building, if it’s beautiful, is the love of one man, he’s made it out of his love for space, materials, things like that.


Martha Graham


Architecture begins where engineering ends.


Walter Gropius


The worst of a modern stylish mansion is that it has no place for ghosts.


Oliver Wendell Holmes


Architecture is to make us know and remember who we are.


Geoffrey Jellicoe


All architecture is shelter, all great architecture is the design of space that contains, cuddles, exalts, or stimulates the persons in that space.


Philip Johnson


Every time a student walks past a really urgent, expressive piece of architecture that belongs to his college, it can help reassure him that he does have that mind, does have that soul.


Louis Kahn


Architecture is the learned game, correct and magnificent, of forms assembled in the light.


Le Corbusier


Of all the forms of visible otherworldliness, the Gothic is at once the most logical and the most beautiful. It reaches up magnificently—and a good half of it is palpably worthless.


H.L. Mencken


A chair is a very difficult object. A skyscraper is almost easier. That is why Chippendale is famous.


Ludwig Mies van der Rohe


Architecture is the will of an epoch translated into space.


Ludwig Mies van der Rohe


In architecture the pride of man, his triumph over gravitation, his will to power, assume visible form. Architecture is a sort of oratory of power by means of form.


Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche


You begin with a group of objects and then build a room like a glove to hold them.


Gaillard Ravenel


Any jackass can kick down a barn but it takes a good carpenter to build one.


Sam Rayburn


The surroundings householders crave are glorified autobiographies ghost-written by willing architects and interior designers who, like their clients, want to show off.


T.H. Robsjohn-Gibbings


No architecture is so haughty as that which is simple.


John Ruskin


When we build, let us think that we build forever. Let it not be for present delight, nor for present use alone; let it be such work as our descendants will thank us for, and let us think, as we lay stone on stone, that a time is to come when those stones will be held sacred because our hands have touched them, and that men will say as they look upon the labor and wrought substance of them, See! this our fathers did for us.


John Ruskin


Small rooms or dwellings discipline the mind; large ones weaken it.


Leonardo da Vinci


The ancient Romans built their greatest master pieces of architecture, their amphitheaters, for wild beasts to fight in.


Voltaire


Heredity is a strong factor, even in architecture. Necessity first mothered invention. Now invention has little ones of her own, and they look just like grandma.


E.B. White


A doctor can bury his mistakes but an architect can only advise his client to plant vines.


Frank Lloyd Wright














ART


The sheer ease with which we can produce a superficial image often leads to creative disaster.


Ansel Adams


He was the world’s only armless sculptor. He put the chisel in his mouth and his wife hit him on the back of the head with a mallet.


Fred Allen


Style is not neutral. It gives moral directions.


Martin Amis


If you practice an art, be proud of it and make it proud of you.… It may break your heart, but it will fill your heart before it breaks it; it will make you a person in your own right.


Maxwell Anderson


A gentleman is a man who can play the accordion but doesn’t.


Anonymous


Art is simply a right method of doing things. The test of the artist does not lie in the will with which he goes to work, but in the excellence of the work he produces.


Thomas Aquinas


A photograph is a secret about a secret. The more it tells you the less you know.


Diane Arbus


I don’t want people who want to dance. I want people who have to dance.


George Balanchine


The creative person is both more primitive and more cultivated, more destructive and more constructive, a lot madder and a lot saner, than the average person.


Dr. Frank Barron


Buy Old Masters. They fetch a much better price than old mistresses.


Lord Beaverbrook


All the arts in America are a gigantic racket run by unscrupulous men for unhealthy women.


Thomas Beecham


Artists who have won fame are often embarrassed by it; thus their first works are often their best.


Ludwig van Beethoven


I wonder whether art has a higher function than to make me feel, appreciate, and enjoy natural objects for their art value. So, as I walk in the garden, I look at the flowers and shrubs and trees and discover in them an exquisiteness of contour, a vitality of edge or a vigor of spring as well as an infinite variety of color that no artifact I have seen in the last 60 years can rival.


Bernard Berenson
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