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				HIDDEN CITIES 


			


		


		

			

				Explore Beneath Your Feet and Above your Head


			


		


		

			

				Irene Noguer – Laufer
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				WHERE: Montreal (Canada).


				WHY IT WAS BUILT: as protection against extreme winter temperatures, which can reach a freezing - 20ºC


				INTERESTING FACT: it is the largest underground complex in the world – with more than 30 kilometres of walkway. Here, you can find and do practically everything you do above ground. There are: hotels, banks, restaurants, offices, galleries, shops, railway and metro stations, cinemas, discos and even a library. 12% of the businesses in the centre of the city are found here. It used to be known as the Underground City, in 2004 it was renamed RÉSO which is from the French word réseau (meaning ‘network’).


			


		


		

			

				ART SOUTERRAIN


				Once a year, RÉSO is transformed into a huge art gallery. As part of the “Art Souterrain” (‘Underground Art’) festival, it is covered in works of art. Going underground, we come across exhibitions on every floor, in a gallery open to all. 


			


		


		

			

				ACCESS POINTS


				It’s easy to descend into RÉSO through one of the 120 external access points found in residential and commercial buildings and through public transport hubs. Once inside, you could spend a whole day here, or even several days, without coming up to the surface!
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				SIGNAGE


				More than 500,000 pedestrians walk beneath the streets of Montreal every day, enjoying the displays. They find their way around the warren of tunnels thanks to clever maps and signs. 


				Architects and town planners have even designed beautiful squares and other special features, like fountains, to give the underground space character.
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