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Under the greenwood tree,

Who loves to lie with me,

And turn his merry note

Unto the sweet bird’s throat:

Come hither, come hither, come hither.

Here shall he see

No enemy

But winter and rough weather.



Amiens; II.v.
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When Duke Senior was banished by his brother, Frederick, many loyal courtiers followed him into the Forest of Arden. Here they lived simply, hunting game and gathering wild fruits. The forest gave them a leafy roof, and mossy beds to sleep on. Duke Senior found himself more content than he had ever been before.

Duke Frederick’s life was not so pleasant. He was plagued by guilt, and grew suspicious of all those around him, especially his niece, Rosalind. Rosalind had not gone into exile with her father because Celia, Duke Frederick’s only child, had begged for her to stay as a playmate. Celia and Rosalind became firm friends.
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But as the girls grew into young women, Duke Frederick began to notice how Rosalind outshone his daughter. Rosalind’s chestnut-brown hair and green eyes attracted more admiring glances than Celia’s blonde ringlets and dimpled smile.

Duke Frederick’s resentment of his niece festered inside him. He was determined that if Rosalind gave him the slightest excuse, he would banish her.
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