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			Alison Weir is the top-selling female historian (and the fifth bestselling historian overall) in the United Kingdom, and has sold over 3 million books worldwide. She has published eighteen history books, including her most recent non-fiction book, Queens of the Conquest, the first in her England’s Medieval Queens quartet. Alison has also published several historical novels, including Innocent Traitor and The Lady Elizabeth.

			Katheryn Howard: The Tainted Queen is Alison Weir’s tenth published novel and the fifth in the Six Tudor Queens series about the wives of Henry VIII, which was launched in 2016 to great critical acclaim. All four previous books in the series were Sunday Times bestsellers.

			Alison is a fellow of the Royal Society of Arts and an honorary life patron of Historic Royal Palaces.
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			Praise

			Praise for KATHERYN HOWARD: THE TAINTED QUEEN

			‘Katheryn emerges from the pages of this beautifully realised portrayal as beguiling, vivacious and, in the end, tragically naive . . . This novel will captivate you and break your heart. Utterly sublime’ Tracy Borman

			‘Weir demonstrates her deep knowledge of the period offering fascinating detail on all aspects of Tudor life . . . It is a profoundly moving story that lingers long after the last page is turned’ Elizabeth Freemantle

			‘Alison’s sensitively drawn novel will change everyone’s preconceptions’ Susan Ronald

			‘This is my favourite of the series’ Marilyn Roberts

			‘Alison Weir is an expert at weaving together historical detail, political powerplay and the feelings of a naive woman’ Woman & Home

			Praise for ANNA OF KLEVE: QUEEN OF SECRETS

			‘In this vivid and beautifully crafted portrayal, Alison Weir transforms Henry VIII’s much maligned fourth wife into a woman of passion, courage and mystery. Utterly gripping and endlessly surprising, this novel captivates from the first page to the last . . . A masterpiece’ Tracy Borman

			‘A rounded, interesting portrait of the one who outlived the other wives’ The Times

			‘It takes a writer of Weir’s skill to make us believe her fantasia on the established story. But more importantly, it takes a historian of Weir’s experience – her familiarity with the sources, and the period detail – to use this compelling fiction to cast a revealing fresh light on the real historical figure’ Sarah Gristwood

			‘An outstanding novel, the most intriguing so far in Weir’s “Six Queens” series . . . Anna is a survivor . . . Weir tells her story with passion, a strong emotional pulse and an excellent knowledge base’ Historical Novel Review

			‘The author is a master storyteller and creates a fascinating tale of love in all its guises’ Sun

			‘Anna of Kleve comes alive on the page in surprising and mysterious ways that only an author of Weir’s superb finesse can achieve . . . Weir has put quite a twist to her tale that I utterly buy into and applaud’ Susan Ronald

			Praise for JANE SEYMOUR: THE HAUNTED QUEEN

			‘This six-book series looks likely to become a landmark in historical fiction’ The Times

			‘Vivid characters and a wonderful sense of time and place combine with the story of a gentle, kind heroine who I really cared about, the more so because she was so cruelly robbed of her life at the moment of her greatest happiness’ Barbara Erskine

			‘Alison Weir gives a fresh take on Jane Seymour’s life . . . A brilliant and engaging read’ Good Housekeeping

			‘This brilliant book is a bombshell! Jane Seymour the shy mouse type? Think again! . . . She is vibrant, determined and she sets the King’s court on fire . . . A magnificent novel’ Kate Williams

			‘Gripping and utterly compelling . . . Henry VIII’s third and – allegedly – best-loved wife is brought vividly to life . . . Not to be missed’ Tracy Borman

			‘Meticulous research is magically transformed into a riveting narrative which takes us into the places non-fiction history cannot reach. It’s what Alison Weir does better than anybody – and what historical fiction was created to do’ Sarah Gristwood

			Praise for ANNE BOLEYN: A KING’S OBSESSION

			‘This is Anne Boleyn as you have never seen her before. I could not put it down’ Tracy Borman

			‘An unforgettable portrait of the ambitious woman whose fate we know all too well, but whose true motivations may surprise you’ Telegraph

			‘A triumph of fine detail . . . a complex depiction of an endlessly fascinating woman’ Elizabeth Fremantle

			‘The story of Boleyn has been told many times, and from many angles, but this could be the best adaptation so far. A cracking read’ The Lady

			‘Detailed, immaculately researched and convincing’ The Times

			‘Alison Weir’s wonderfully detailed novel offers a spellbinding solution to the mystery of Anne’s true nature . . . At once an enthralling read, and a real contribution to our sense of the sixteenth century’ Sarah Gristwood

			‘Anne comes alive and leaps from the page, fascinating, enthralling, full blooded . . . A brilliant evocation of the period . . . Wonderful’ Kate Williams

			Praise for KATHERINE OF ARAGON: THE TRUE QUEEN

			‘Well researched and engrossing’ Good Housekeeping

			‘Weir is excellent on the little details that bring a world to life’ Guardian

			‘Alison Weir brings Katherine of Aragon dazzlingly to life . . . A charismatic, indomitable and courageous heroine’ Tracy Borman

			‘Yet again, Alison Weir has managed to intertwine profound historical knowledge with huge emotional intelligence, to compose a work that throws light on an endlessly fascinating historical figure. Yet her real gift in all of this is making it feel so fresh and alive’ Charles Spencer

			‘Alison Weir is in command of her detail . . . her handling of Katherine’s misery and dignified response to her predicament is very touching’ Daily Mail

			‘Weir’s undeniable strength is her immaculate description enabling the reader to be transported back to Tudor England’ Sun

			‘A tender understanding of and genuine sympathy for this proud, much-loved and honourable Queen . . . I was gripped [from] start to finish’ Mavis Cheek

		

	
		
			About The Wicked Wife

			The Wicked Wife by bestselling historian Alison Weir is an e-short and companion piece to the compelling fifth novel in the Six Tudor Queens series, Katheryn Howard: The Tainted Queen.

			1525. As Anne Boleyn’s star rises at Henry VIII’s court, Jane Parker’s marriage to Anne’s brother, George, brings her status and influence. But theirs is not a happy union and results in a bitter and bloody end.

			1540. When Katheryn Howard, a young cousin of the Boleyns, becomes the King’s fifth bride, Jane’s past allegiance to the crown secures her senior rank in the new queen’s household.

			But memories of her own ill-fated marriage stir Jane’s sympathies towards Katheryn and her secret liaison with a young man at court. Jane’s collusion places both women at tremendous risk, while the fate of Anne Boleyn weighs heavily on their minds. They must decide where their loyalties truly lie, before it’s too late . . .

			Featuring the first chapter of Katheryn Howard: The Tainted Queen.
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			1520

			As she rode away, Jane allowed herself one last look back at her family home. At the sight of her mother standing outside the door, waving to her, she almost turned back and begged to stay. But, young as she was, she was made of sterner stuff than that – and the court beckoned. She could not resist its call. She was going to be a great lady one day, one of the greatest in the land. She knew it in her bones. And this was the first step on the road to greatness.

			She loved her parents, especially her learned, devout father. She was grateful that he was accompanying her on her journey and would be at her side when she entered the court. He knew it well and it was comforting that he would be there to guide her.

			‘Be brave,’ he said to her. ‘Think of this as a great adventure.’

			She did – oh, she did! It felt like her natural right, going to court. She was the third and youngest daughter of Lord Morley and she was proud of the fact that her family had served the kings of England loyally and redoubtably for more than three hundred years. Although they owned other great estates in eastern England, they had made Hallingbury Hall in Essex their chief seat, but it stood empty now, for Jane’s father, who’d inherited great wealth, had built a palatial house nearby, in the middle of a vast hunting park. It was known as Great Hallingbury, and Jane and her younger brother Henry had often played chase and hide-and-seek in its forty-five rooms. Now six-year-old Henry stood forlorn next to Mother, watching Jane and Father ride away. He would miss his playmate, Jane thought with a pang. Their sister Margaret was now twenty, quite the lady and too old to romp about with him. There had been another brother and sister, but they had died young and Jane had only the dimmest memories of them. Her mother, however, spent much time praying at the family tomb in St Giles’ Church, where they lay, asleep in Christ.
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