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6 MINIATURE GARDEN GROWER


INTRODUCTION


You don’t need a lot of square footage to create beautiful green spaces. Who needs a large garden when you can plant a landscape in a single pot, or an entire ecosystem in a jam jar? Miniature Garden Grower shows you how to create tiny gardens that bring big rewards. With planters ranging from teapots to corks to jam jars, there are gardens suitable for squeezing into kitchens and bathrooms, living rooms and offices. Outside, a miniature garden can be made simply by adding a pot to the windowsill, the front step or the balcony.


Miniature gardening is not just for those short on space, it’s also for those short on time. The gardening projects in this book are easy to create and to look after: no previous experience is necessary. Each planting scheme gives plenty of opportunity for adapting it to your own tastes and imagination.


Injecting a bit of greenery into life has well-documented benefits. These miniature gardens are ideal for inspiring people of all ages to do a bit of gardening, whether it be a windowbox, a pot by the front door or a terrarium on the windowsill. The chapters are easy to dip into for a rainy (or sunny) day activity, and many of the gardens have the advantage of being instantly complete and mature, making them great gifts for adults and children alike.
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8 MINIATURE GARDEN GROWER


HOW TO USE THIS BOOK


All of the miniature gardening projects in this book are easy to achieve, and for many you only need minimal equipment. Each garden is self-contained, and most can be created at any time of year. Dip in and out of the different chapters to create a wide variety of teeny-tiny gardens.


Chapter 1


Q Miniature landscapes of different habitats are created within a single pot, such as a wildflower meadow or a lush rainforest.


Chapter 2


Terrariums are entire miniature ecosystems contained within glass.







Chapter 1







Chapter 2
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK 9


Chapter 3


Q Vertical gardens utilise walls and hanging space.


Chapter 6


Specific instructions are clearly laid out in chapters 1–5; for more general advice and definitions of technical terms, refer to Chapter 6: Miniature Gardening (pages 118–137) and Glossary (pages 138–139).


Chapter 4


P Water and wildlife gardens show that even the most miniature of spaces can help nature to thrive.


Chapter 5


S Productive gardens enable the growing of a few fruits and vegetables in even the tiniest of spaces.







Chapter 3







Chapter 4







Chapter 5







Chapter 6
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CHAPTER 1


MINIATURE LANDSCAPES


With a bit of imagination and some careful planting, a whole landscape can be created in a single pot. Outside, a woodland of willow trees and spring bulbs, a summer meadow and a winter forest can all be brought to life. If there is space for all three pots, why not plant them all and rotate them through the prime viewing spot as the seasons change? Inside (or maybe in a sheltered courtyard or on a balcony), you could plant a lush jungle or a terrace of succulents.
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12 MINIATURE GARDEN GROWER


A WILLOW WOODLAND


The cycle of deciduous woodlands is mirrored in this miniature landscape of willow trees and spring bulbs. The trees are created from hardwood cuttings, and the bulbs are crocuses.


METHOD


In autumn, fill the pot with compost, leaving a lip of around 2cm, and tap the base of the pot on the ground to settle the compost.


YOU WILL NEED:


• A (large) pot


• Multipurpose compost


• Willow hardwood cuttings


• Crocus bulbs (technically corms)


• Trowel


• Watering can


Push in the crocus bulbs (pointy end upwards) to a depth of twice their height, spacing them 5–10cm apart.


Water the pot thoroughly (top it up with more compost if the level drops significantly).


Insert the willow cuttings, spacing them at least 15cm apart. It’s best to plant in groups of odd numbers, so depending on the size of the pot there could be 1, 3, 5, 7 or more cuttings creating the woodland.
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MINIATURE LANDSCAPES 13


MAINTENANCE


No chainsaws needed here! Keep the compost consistently moist, remove any weeds that appear, and wait for spring. The crocuses’ thin, strappy foliage will appear with their little flowers in early spring (get up close to smell their honey fragrance), then the willows will grow new shoots and leaves.


The following year, in late winter, shorten the willows’ branches (by how much depends on the available space – judge how much bigger they will get by the growth they put on in the previous year).


CROCUSES WILL ONLY OPEN THEIR FLOWERS IF IT’S SUNNY, WHEN BEES WILL BE AROUND TO POLLINATE THEM


SPRING


SUMMER
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14 MINIATURE GARDEN GROWER


WHAT TO PLANT


Crocuses are available in shades of yellow, orange, white and purple. The spring-flowering (rather than autumn-flowering) varieties are a better choice for this scheme. Crocus ‘bulbs’ are actually technically called corms, and are the swollen base of the stem that remains underground. Other plants that have corms include gladioli (Gladiolus) and freesias (Freesia). For furry silver buds on the willow stems in late winter, common goat willow (Salix caprea) is best, and may be available from florists (trim away the lower 10–15cm before taking cuttings as the stem may have dried out too much).


THE PERFECT CYCLE


Deciduous woodlands are very clever ecosystems. While the trees are in leaf, not much light penetrates to the forest floor, and the trees take a lot of the available water and nutrients from the soil, so only the toughest of shade-loving plants can survive. However, plants such as bluebells that do all their annual growing within a short space of time – shooting new leaves and flowering before the trees come into leaf – live in a perfect symbiotic cycle with the trees.


Bluebells live in a perfect symbiotic cycle with woodland trees.
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MINIATURE LANDSCAPES 15


TAKING HARDWOOD CUTTINGS


Trees take many years to grow from seed, but some species are very easy to grow from cuttings. These are pieces of the plant, cut off and placed in a pot of compost to grow roots and new shoots, and ultimately to develop into a new plant. By far the most straightforward form of cuttings are hardwood cuttings – small lengths of branches, stuck into the soil in autumn or winter, which will start growing as new trees in spring. The easiest trees to grow this way are willows (Salix species), although hazels (Corylus avellana) and dogwoods (Cornus species) are also reasonably reliable.


1 Take cuttings after the leaves have fallen from the tree. Choose a healthy branch about the thickness of a pencil and cut off the end to make a piece about 20cm long. Cut just above a bud so that the tree will not be left with an ugly stub of dead branch.


2 Trim the cut end to make a slanting point just below a bud. Insert the pointed end vertically into a pot of moist compost. Other than making sure the compost remains moist, but not wet, there is now little to do but wait until spring, when the buds above ground should start to grow new shoots. The pot can be left outside, or inside on a cool windowsill.


3 Several cuttings can be taken from the same branch if necessary – just cut as many lengths as needed. Make sure it’s obvious which way up they need to go in the pot – it’s a good idea to cut the bottom end of each cutting into a point as you take it.
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16 MINIATURE GARDEN GROWER


A SUMMER MEADOW


Sadly, the majority of annual flower meadows have been subsumed by intensive agriculture, but they’re very easy to create in miniature to bring a nostalgic touch of the countryside to a doorstep or balcony.


YOU WILL NEED:


• A (large) pot


• Multipurpose compost


• Annual flower seeds (see page18 for varieties)


• Trowel


• Watering can


METHOD


In spring, fill the pot with compost, leaving a lip of 2–3cm around the top. Tap the pot on the ground to settle the compost and water it thoroughly (add more compost to top it up if necessary).


Sprinkle the seeds thinly over the surface of the compost (a gap of about 1cm between the seeds is enough), then cover them with a thin layer of compost, so that they are only just hidden.


If there is an active bird population in the area, it may be wise to cover the pot with some netting: stretch the net over the top of the pot and secure it with string tied around the rim. Remove it once the seeds have germinated, or leave it on and allow the plants to grow up through it.


PROTECT YOUR SEEDS FROM HUNGRY BIRDS







see page 18
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MINIATURE LANDSCAPES 17


MAINTENANCE


Keep the compost consistently moist, especially while the seeds are germinating. Once the seedlings have four or five pairs of leaves, pinch out the very top of the stem. This will encourage bushy growth and the plants should not need staking.


Deadhead the spent flowers in early and mid summer, but leave any flowers that bloom after that to develop into the attractive seed heads. These can even be left on all winter, both for their aesthetic value and for birds to feed on. The pot will need replanting with fresh compost and seeds the following spring.


Use a wide shallow pot such as a bulb pan
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18 MINIATURE GARDEN GROWER


PLANT FILE:


SUMMER MEADOW


It is best to buy seed, rather than taking it from the wild, as then the seed will be guaranteed to be ripe (and will therefore germinate), and the seed banks in the countryside will not be depleted. In fact, in some areas it is illegal to take wildflower seeds. If possible, buy native-grown seeds as plants raised in the same climate are more likely to grow well.


Annual wildflowers are available to buy either as single species, or as a mixture of species in one packet (or even a seed ‘ball’). For a true miniature recreation of an annual cornfield, go for a mix labelled as such, or pick and choose from the plants listed below. Alternatively, use dwarf species to create a miniature field of sunflowers.


Corncockle


(Agrostemma githago)


Magenta-purple flowers and grey-green leaves, reaching up to 75cm tall.


Cornflower


(Centaurea cyanus)


The true cornflower has deep blue flowers, but many different varieties are available in shades of purple, pink, white and blue. The thin leaves and stems grow up to 75cm tall.


Corn chamomile


(Anthemis arvensis)


White daisy flowers with yellow centres borne on fern-like foliage that grows up to 30cm high.


Corn marigold


(Chrysanthemum segetum)


Golden yellow daisy flowers and glaucous foliage, reaching up to 50cm tall.


Poppy


(Papaver rhoeas)


Very thin stems and leaves bear the scarlet-red flowers at a height of 75cm.


Wheat and barley


(Triticum and Hordeum)


Using a few wheat or barley seeds in the meadow will give it an authentic touch, but nigella (Nigella damascena ‘Miss Jekyll’ is a good cultivar) would act as a good substitute – its blue flowers have a meadow feel to them, and the feathery foliage and seedheads are reminiscent of barley seedheads.


Sunflower (Helianthus annuus)


Good dwarf varieties include ‘Big Smile’, ‘Munchkin’, ‘Little Dorrit’ and ‘Yellow Spray’.


CORNFLOWER






OEBPS/images/page012.jpg
12 MINIATURE GARDEN GROWER

A WILLOW WOODLAND

| £ il ] Lol
EIA e Sl T L
METHOD
YOU WILL NEED:
A (targe) pot In autumn, fill tk t leaving a li
of around 2cm, t the pot on the
* Willow hardwood ground to settle the compost.
uttings
* Crocus bulbs
(zechmcany corms)
Trowe

. Wa(enng can

Blich itk L

to a depth of twice their height, spacmg them
5-10cm apart.

/ater the p p it up with
more compost if the level drops significantly).

least | 5¢cm apart. It's b

dd numb:

pacing them at

the
pot there could be I, 3, 5, 7 or more cuttings
creating the woodland.







OEBPS/images/page013.jpg
MINIATURE LANDSCAPES 13

MAINTENANCE

pring.

moist, pp

The crocuses’ thin, strappy foliage will appear with their little
fl B | [ their t

P P hon

fragrance), then the will I I |

branches (by h

5 they wil

4

CROCUSES WTLL ONLY OPEN THELR FLOVERS IF IV SUNNY,
WHEN BEES WLLBE AROUND T0 POLLINATE THEM

SPRING SUMMER






OEBPS/images/page010.jpg






OEBPS/images/page011.jpg
CHAPTER L

MINIATURE
LANDSCAPES

With a bit of imagination and some careful planting, a
whole landscape can be created in a single pot. Outside,
a woodland of willow trees and spring bulbs, a summer
meadow and a winter forest can all be brought to life.
If there is space for all three pots, why not plant them all
and rotate them through the prime viewing spot as the

1 ? Inside (or LT (R T q
or on a baleony) 1d plant a lush jungle or a terrac

of succulents.







OEBPS/images/page016.jpg
16 MINIATURE GARDEN GROWER

A SUMMER MEHDOI.U

Sadly, th have } et
by but they' y easy
’ JERELy ) d T
g p or balcony.
METHOD
YOU WILL NEED:
""" Al In spring, fill tf t leaving a lip of
le th p it thoroughly
(se;p:gel&for 0 . o it up If necessary).
. |
* Watering can £
prink ! ) the surface of the
is enough), then cover tt t hin | of
| hidd
. i _'3 i If there is an active bird population in
1 the area, it may be wise to cover the
HROTECTYOURSEEDS
FROMHUNGRY BIRDS

over the top of the pot and secure it

germinated, or leave it on and allow
he plants to grow up through it.





OEBPS/images/page017.jpg
MINIATURE LANDSCAPES 17

MAINTENANCE

at
is. These can
ir aesthetic

value and for birds to feed on. The pot will need

following spring.

USEAWIDE SHALLOW
POTSUCH AS ABULB AN






OEBPS/images/page014.jpg
14 MINIATURE GARDEN GROUER

WHAT TO PLANT

orange, white and purple. The spring-
(

freesias (Freesia). For furry silver buds on the

this scheme. nd may by

Crocus '

rm: 10
Other plants that
THE PERFECT CYCLE
ecosystems. While
I the available
ater I the toughest Bluebels live
I pl t in a perfect

il do all | t symbiotic cydle with
short space of woodland trees.
I | | fect

p

symbiotic cycle with the trees.






OEBPS/images/page015.jpg
MINIATURE LANDSCAPES 15

TAKING HARDWOOD CUTTINGS

reasonably reliable.

e

© Take cuttings after the @ Trim the cutend to © several cuttings can be
he health: below a bud. Insert th necessary — just cut as many
i i i lengths needed. Make sure
end to make a piece about Other than making sure they need to go in the pot
of dead branch. spring, when the buds above
ground should mn o
new shoots. The pot L
left outslde or ms\de ona
cool windowsill

e o





OEBPS/images/page018.jpg
18 MINIATURE GARDEN GROUWER

PLANT FILE:
SUMMER MEADOW

d, rather

o will ) Dttt

seeds. If possible, b
more likely to grow well.

even a seed ‘ball). For

annual cornfield, for
listed bel I f A ; i Id )

Corncockle Corn chamomile
(Anthemis arvensis)

(Agrostemma githago)

reaching up to 75cm tall.
Corn marigc

Cornflower
(Centaurea cyanus) (Chrysan themrlm segetum)

purple,

stems grow up to 75¢cm tall Poppy
(Papaver rhoeas)

flowers at a height of 75cm.

Wheat and barley
(Triticum and Hordeum)

but nigella (Nigella

damascena ‘Miss Jeky\l' is a good cultivar) would

meadow feel to them,

(Hehan Us annuus)
Good dwarf varieties include ‘Big Smile’,
‘Munchkin’, ‘Little Dorrit’ and *Yellow Spray’.






OEBPS/nav.xhtml




Contents





		Title



		Copyright



		Contents



		Introduction



		How to use this book



		Chapter 1: Miniature landscapes



		A willow woodland



		A summer meadow



		A jungle in a pot



		A winter forest



		A terrace of succulents



		Adapting to the heat



		A lawn in a box











		Chapter 2: Terrariums



		Ecosystems in miniature



		Terrarium containers and base layers



		Terrarium planting



		Foliage and flower terrariums



		Cactus terrariums



		Spring bulb terrariums



		Carnivorous plant terrariums



		Aquariums



		Moss and lichen terrariums











		Chapter 3: Vertical gardens



		Air plant moon



		Moss art



		Moss graffiti



		Kokedama



		Hanging gardens



		Wall gardens



		Wreath gardens











		Chapter 4: Water and wildlife gardens



		Miniature ponds



		Gardens for bees and butterflies



		Garden in a box



		Gardens for minibeasts











		Chapter 5: Productive gardens



		Herb gardens



		Strawberry tower



		Teapot



		Micro-leaves picture



		Pineapple grove











		Chapter 6: Miniature gardening basics



		Planting miniature gardens



		Maintaining miniature gardens



		Watering



		Feeding



		Pests



		Diseases











		Glossary



		Further Resources



		Index



		Credits













 Guide



 

		Title



		Introduction



		Start



 



 







		1



		2



		3



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



		81



		82



		83



		84



		85



		86



		87



		88



		89



		90



		91



		92



		93



		94



		95



		96



		97



		98



		99



		100



		101



		102



		103



		104



		105



		106



		107



		108



		109



		110



		111



		112



		113



		114



		115



		116



		117



		118



		119



		120



		121



		122



		123



		124



		125



		126



		127



		128



		129



		130



		131



		132



		133



		134



		135



		136



		137



		138



		139



		140



		141



		142



		143



		144











OEBPS/images/page001.jpg
MINIATURE
GARDEN
GROWER






OEBPS/images/page002.jpg
RHS Miniature Garden Grower

Author: Holly Farrell

WwwOCtopusbooks.couk

An Hachette UK Company
wwwhachette.cou

Copyright © Quid Publishing 2016
Text copyright © Quid Publishing 2016

Set in Gill Sans, Madurai and Amatic

Mitchell Beazley Publisher: Alison S(arhng
RHS Publisher: Rae Spencer-jon:
Conceived, designed and produced by
Part of the Quarto Group
Quid Publishing
Level 4 Sheridan House
Hove BN3 IDD
England
Cover design: Clare Barber
Deslgner Clare Barber
Illustrations: Melvyn E
RHS consul(ant editor: Svmor\ Maughan






OEBPS/images/page005.jpg
iniature ponds.

CHAPTER &:
WATER AND WILDLIFE GARDENS..80
82

86

Garden in a box..88
Gardens for minibeasts..94

CHAPTER:
PRODUCTIVE GARDENS..98

Herb gardens...1
Strawberry tower..
Teapot...108

104

Micro-leaves picture...112

Pineapple grove.

.. 116

CHAPTER 6:
MINIATURE GARDENING BASICS..118
Planting miniature gardens...120
RS 23] 1

Watering..128
Feeding...130
Pests...132
Diseases...136

Gloss: 138

ndex..
Credits..144

ary..
Further Resources...






OEBPS/images/page006.jpg
6 MINIATURE GARDEN GROWER

INTRODUCTION

s} ied ST PR o) 1 s

-S.} green spoces. UJho needs a large garden when you

1

in ajam jar? Mzmarure G'ar‘den Grower
create tmy gardens that brmg blg rewords UJlth plor\ters

suitable for squeezing into kitchens and bathrooms, living
rooms and offices. Outside, a miniature garden can be
made simply by adding a pot to the windowsill, the front

step or the balcom_;
2

is not just for tt

it's also for those short on time. The gordenmg prolects in

this book are easyt previous

experience is necessary. Each planting scheme gives

plenty of opportunity for adapting it to your own tastes
and imagination.

Injecting a bit of y into life ha ll-documented

benefits. These miniature gordens are ideal for inspiring
people of all ages to do a bit of gardening, whether it be a
windowbox, a pot by the front door or a terrarium on the
windowsill. The chapters are easy to dip into for a rainy
(or sunny) dog octlvﬂ:g ond mcmg of the garder\s have the

maoking

th ifts for adults and chﬂdren alike.





OEBPS/images/page003.jpg
MINIATURE
GARDEN
GROWER

TERRARIUMS & QOTHER TINY GARDENS
10 GROW INDOORS & OUT

&

HOLLY FARRELL






OEBPS/images/page009.jpg
HOW TO USE THIS BOOK 9

Chapter 4

D) Water and wildlife
gardens show that even the
most mmlature of spaces
can help nature to thrive.

Chapter 5

@ Productive gardens
enable the growing of a few
fruits and vegetables in even
the tiniest of spaces.

Chapter 3
@ Vertical gardens utilise
walls and hanging space.

MINIATURE PONDS

oy

PLANTFILE:

Chapter 6
Specific instructions are

(pages 138-1






OEBPS/images/page007.jpg





OEBPS/images/page008.jpg
8 MINIATURE GARDEN GROWER

HOW 10 US[ i S BOOK

Al of t

achieve 1 fc \ 1 \ Each

g |- tained, and most can b | i y

T 33 PR 1 i1 ; =
ariety of

B Chapter |
nsuMMER MERDOW J— @ Miniature landscapes of
SRR different habitats are created

within a single pot, such as a
wildflower meadow or a lush
rainforest.

Chapter 2 .
@ Terrariums are entire zﬂg;;gmoggnm:u
miniature ecosyste!
contamed wwthm g\ass






