



[image: image]









[image: ]









[image: ]


This material has been endorsed by Eduqas and offers high quality support for the delivery of Eduqas qualifications.


 


While this material has been through a quality assurance process, all responsibility for the content remains with the publisher.


[image: ]





 


Dedication: For Gareth


Every effort has been made to trace all copyright holders, but if any have been inadvertently overlooked, the Publishers will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements at the first opportunity.


Although every effort has been made to ensure that website addresses are correct at time of going to press, Hodder Education cannot be held responsible for the content of any website mentioned in this book. It is sometimes possible to find a relocated web page by typing in the address of the home page for a website in the URL window of your browser.


Hachette UK’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and recyclable products and made from wood grown in sustainable forests. The logging and manufacturing processes are expected to conform to the environmental regulations of the country of origin.


Orders: please contact Bookpoint Ltd, 130 Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4SE. Telephone: +44 (0)1235 827720. Fax: +44 (0)1235 400454. Email: education@bookpoint.co.uk. Lines are open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Saturday, with a 24-hour message answering service. You can also order through our website: www.hoddereducation.co.uk


ISBN: 978 1 4718 6807 8
eISBN: 978 1 4718 6808 5


© R. Paul Evans 2016


First published in 2016 by
Hodder Education,
An Hachette UK Company
Carmelite House
50 Victoria Embankment
London EC4Y 0DZ


www.hoddereducation.co.uk


Impression number    10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1


Year          2020  2019  2018  2017  2016


All rights reserved. Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, no part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or held within any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher or under licence from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited. Further details of such licences (for reprographic reproduction) may be obtained from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited, Saffron House, 6–10 Kirby Street, London EC1N 8TS.


Cover photo © North Wind Picture Archives/Alamy Stock Photo


Illustrations by Tony Randell


Typeset in ITC Legacy Serif by Aptara Inc


Printed in Italy


A catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library.





Introduction



About the course


During this course you must study two components (each carrying a weighting of 50%):


Component One: Studies in Depth


This is in two parts and consists of:





•  A British Depth Study



•  A non-British Depth Study





Component Two: Studies in Breadth


This is in two parts and consists of:





•  A Period Study



•  A Thematic Study, which includes the study of an historical site





These studies will be assessed through four examination papers:


Component one consists of a two hour examination split into two papers – one hour on the British Depth Study and one hour on the non-British Depth Study.


Each study is assessed by compulsory questions focusing on the analysis and evaluation of historical sources and interpretations. There are also questions testing second order historical concepts such as continuity, change, consequence, significance, similarity and difference.


Component two consists of a two hour examination split into two papers – 45 minutes on the Period Study and one hour fifteen minutes on the Thematic Study.


Each study will be assessed by five compulsory questions on the Period Study paper and seven compulsory questions on the Thematic Study paper. The main focus will be on second order historical concepts but there will also be some testing of source analysis and evaluation skills.


About the book


This book covers Component One: British Study in Depth: The Elizabethan Age, 1558–1603.


Chapter 1 Elizabethan government


This chapter focuses on the key question: How successful was the government of Elizabeth I? It examines the events that resulted in the coronation of Elizabeth I; explores the popularity of the new queen; the power and responsibilities of the Royal Court and Privy Council as well as the influence of some councillors and the role and responsibility of local and national government.


Chapter 2 Lifestyles of the rich and poor


This chapter focuses on the key question: How did life differ for the rich and poor in Elizabethan times? It examines the contrasting lifestyles of the rich and poor in Elizabethan times, including their homes, fashion, roles and responsibilities; it explores the causes of poverty, the growth of vagrancy and the attempts by government to deal with these problems, including the Elizabethan poor laws.


Chapter 3 Popular entertainment


This chapter focuses on the key question: What were the most popular types of entertainment in Elizabethan times? It examines the popularity of cruel sports and the particular types of entertainment enjoyed by the rich. The growth and development of the theatre as a new form of entertainment is explored, together with the work of playwrights and the types of plays, concluding with an examination of contrasting opinions of the theatre.


Chapter 4 The problem of religion


This chapter focuses on the key question: How successfully did Elizabeth deal with the problem of religion? It examines the religious problems inherited by Elizabeth when she became queen; the aims and structure of the Religious Settlement of 1559; Elizabeth’s attempts to secure a ‘middle way’ and the key pieces of legislation that implemented the Settlement such as the Acts of Supremacy and Uniformity. It concludes with an examination of the reactions to the Settlement.


Chapter 5 The Catholic threat


This chapter focuses on the key question: Why were the Catholics such a serious threat to Elizabeth? It examines the impact of the Religious Settlement upon Catholics; the early years of toleration followed by more hardened attitudes after the Northern Rebellion of 1568 and Elizabeth’s excommunication in 1570. It discusses the problem of Mary, Queen of Scots and her influence in a series of Catholic plots to unseat Elizabeth (Ridolfi, Throckmorton and Babington) and her execution.


Chapter 6 The Spanish Armada


This chapter focuses on the key question: How much of a threat was the Spanish Armada? It examines the reasons for the launch of the Spanish Armada; the impact of the war in the Netherlands between Protestants and Catholics; the increasing rivalry between England and Spain in the New World; the sailing of the Armada along the English Channel; the use of fireships and the battle of Gravelines; the attempts of the remains of the Armada to return to Spain and the results of the failed invasion.


Chapter 7 The Puritan threat


This chapter focuses on the key question: Why did the Puritans become an increasing threat during Elizabeth’s reign? It examines the degree to which the growth of puritanism posed a threat to Elizabeth and her Religious Settlement; Puritan opposition in parliament and the privy council; Puritan opposition outside of parliament; the measures taken by the Queen and her governments to deal with the Puritan challenge.



Features


Each chapter of this book:





•  contains activities - some build up the historical skills you will need, others are exam-style questions that give you the opportunity to practise exam skills



•  refers you to step-by-step guidance, model answers and advice on how to answer particular question types



•  defines key terms and highlights glossary terms in bold and colour the first time they appear in each chapter.





Eduqas Examination


Below is a set of exam-style questions (without the sources). You will be given step-by-step guidance at the end of the book on how best to approach and answer these types of questions.
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COMPONENT ONE: STUDIES IN DEPTH


BRITISH STUDIES IN DEPTH


1B. The Elizabethan Age, 1558–1603





1. What can be learnt from Sources A and B about the Privy Council in Elizabethan times? [4 marks]
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In Question 1 you have to analyse and pick out key details from two sources linked to the theme of the question
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2. To what extent does Source C accurately reflect the seriousness of the Catholic threat? [8 marks]
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In Question 2 you have to analyse and evaluate the accuracy of a source, using your knowledge to identify strengths and weaknesses
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3. Why was vagrancy seen as a significant threat to law and order during the reign of Elizabeth? [12 marks]
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In Question 3 you have to demonstrate knowledge and understanding to help construct a reasoned judgement upon the significance of an identified issue
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4. Explain the connections between TWO of the following that are to do with the Spanish Armada:







    •  Philip II


    •  Duke of Medina Sidonia


    •  The Netherlands


    •  Calais [10 marks]
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In Question 4 you have to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in order to explain relevant connections between two chosen features
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5. ‘The theatre burst into life during Elizabeth’s reign. Shakespeare wrote at least 37 plays during her reign, many of them being the most famous plays ever written. The popularity of such plays helped to make Elizabeth’s reign the “Golden Age” of English drama.’







    (Andy Harmsworth writing in a GCSE history textbook, Elizabethan England, published in 1999.)







    How far do you agree with this interpretation about the popularity of the theatre in Elizabethan times? [16 marks & 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar]
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In Question 5 you need to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a key issue, analysing and evaluating how and why interpretations of an issue differ, before reaching a judgement about the accuracy of the interpretation based upon its authorship
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Total marks for the paper: 53
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1 Elizabethan government
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Key question: How successful was the government of Elizabeth I?
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Introduction: Elizabeth’s life before she became queen


When Elizabeth I came to the throne in 1558 she was the fifth Tudor monarch to reign. The Tudor dynasty had been established by Elizabeth’s grandfather, Henry Tudor, who had come to the throne in 1485 following his victory over Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth, the battle that ended the Wars of the Roses. As Henry VII, he ruled until his death in 1509 when he was succeeded by his son, Henry VIII, who in turn was succeeded by his son, Edward VI, followed by his two daughters, Mary and Elizabeth (see Figure 1.1).
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Figure 1.1: The Tudor family tree
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The Tudor Rose combined the white rose of the Yorkists with the red rose of the Lancastrians, the two sides that had fought the Wars of the Roses. It became the emblem of the Tudor family, to symbolise how the Tudors had united the country.


HENRY VII (1485-1509)


MARRIED


Elizabeth of York


Arthur (died 1502)


HENRY VIII (1509–47)


1. Catherine of Aragon (divorced)


2. Anne Boleyn (beheaded)


3. Jane Seymour (died)


4. Anne of Cleves (divorced)


5. Catherine Howard (beheaded)


6. Catherine Parr (outlived Henry)


MARY I born 1516 (1553–8)


ELIZABETH I born 1533 (1558–1603)


EDWARD VI born 1537 (1547–53)


MARRIED


Philip of Spain (became KING OF SPAIN 1555)


Key


Members of the Tudor family


Members of the Scottish royal family, the Stuarts


Members of the French royal family


Members of the Spanish royal family


Rulers are shown in capital letters; the dates of their reign are in brackets.


Margaret


MARRIED


JAMES IV of Scotland (1488–1513)


JAMES V (1513–42)


MARRIED


Mary of Guise


MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTS born and became Queen of Scotland in 1542


MARRIED


Francis of France (became KING OF FRANCE 1559)


Mary
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Henry VIII and his wives


Henry VIII is famous for having been married six times, the driving force behind these marriages being a desperate attempt to secure a male heir to the throne. By his first marriage to a Spanish princess, Catherine of Aragon, he had one daughter, Mary. In 1527 Henry fell in love with Anne Boleyn, a young noblewoman. In order to marry her he needed to divorce Catherine. Henry therefore petitioned the Pope, as head of the Roman Catholic Church, to grant him a divorce. This was refused. In 1533 when unmarried Anne became pregnant, Henry decided to break away from the Roman Catholic Church and create a new Church of England with himself as head. This enabled him to grant himself a divorce and marry Anne.


On 7 September 1533 Anne gave birth to a daughter. She was called Elizabeth after Henry’s mother, Elizabeth of York. In 1536 Anne gave birth to a second child, a boy, but he died at birth. When Henry found out that Anne was very friendly with some of the male courtiers he sent her to the Tower of London and dissolved the marriage. After an investigation she was declared guilty of adultery and treason and Henry ordered her execution. Following the death of her mother, Elizabeth, aged just two, was declared illegitimate. This meant she now had no claim to the throne.


In 1537 Henry married Jane Seymour, his third wife. In October of that year she gave birth to a son, named Edward, but Jane did not long survive the birth, dying a few days later. Henry was to marry a further three times, his sixth wife being Catherine Parr, the daughter of Sir Thomas Parr, a wealthy nobleman from the north of England.


Having spent most of her life being moved from house to house, Elizabeth, now aged ten, went to live with her father and his new queen, Catherine, together with her half-brother Edward. Both children were brought up as Protestants.


Edward VI


In 1547 Henry died and was succeeded by his nine-year-old son who became King Edward VI. As Edward was too young to rule alone his advisers made the important decisions, which included making the Church of England more Protestant. This worried some loyal Catholics. Elizabeth, now aged fifteen, was living with her Protestant step-mother, Catherine Parr, but when Catherine died a year later, in 1548, the young princess found herself alone.


Mary I


In 1553 Edward, who had always been a sickly child, died at the age of just fifteen. The throne now passed to his elder half-sister, Mary, who was a strict Roman Catholic. Queen Mary I soon began to undo the religious changes made during Edward’s reign and made the Catholic religion the main faith of the country. Protestants who refused to convert to the Catholic faith were punished and some prominent protestors were burnt at the stake. They included Archbishop Cranmer and the Protestant bishops Latimer and Ridley. In 1554 Mary announced that she planned to marry her cousin, King Philip II of Spain, one of the strongest Catholic rulers of Europe. She also began the Marian Persecution, which forced people to keep the Roman Catholic faith or face severe penalties. Her actions quickly became very unpopular with many Protestants.
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Henry VIII, painted by a follower of Hans Holbein the Younger in the sixteenth century
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Edward VI, painted by Hans Holbein, 1543
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Mary I, painted by Master John, c.1554






Elizabeth’s position under Mary


As a Protestant, this was a difficult time for Elizabeth, especially after the outbreak of a Protestant rebellion in 1554 led by Sir Thomas Wyatt. Elizabeth was suspected of being involved in the plot and Mary ordered her arrest and imprisonment in the Tower of London. She was charged with treason, the punishment for which was death.


As there was not enough evidence to link Elizabeth with the Wyatt Plot she was released from the Tower and moved to Woodstock House in Oxfordshire where she was closely watched. She was later moved to Hatfield House in Hertfordshire, where she was advised by Sir William Cecil. It was there, on 17 November 1558, that she was brought the news that Mary had died and she was now queen of England and Wales. She was 25 years of age.
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Source A: A portrait of princess Elizabeth as a young girl, painted in 1545. She is shown holding her Protestant prayer book
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ACTIVITIES





1  Using the information on pages 5–8 construct a time line covering the period from 1533 to 1603.







    a) Mark the key events in Elizabeth’s life up to November 1558.


    b) As you advance through the chapters of this book you can add extra events to this timeline.








2  Study Source A. What image of Elizabeth do you think the artist is trying to portray?
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Interpretation 1: J. E. Neale, an historian who specialised in Tudor history, writing in his biography, Queen Elizabeth, published in 1934


Mary had no doubts about Elizabeth’s involvement in the plot, and if this could be proved there was small hope of mercy. Wyatt and others were examined and re-examined for evidence to convict her. It was discovered that Wyatt had twice written to her and received answers, but they were verbal only and amounted to nothing. They may not even have been hers, for some of her servants had been involved in the conspiracy, and there is no saying what use they had made of her name.
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Practice question


Study Interpretation 1. How far do you agree with the interpretation the Elizabeth had little connection to the Wyatt Plot? (For guidance, see pages 100–1.)
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The coronation and popularity of Elizabeth



The death of Queen Mary was greeted with a sense of relief by many, especially Protestants. During the short reign of ‘Bloody Mary’, the Marian Persecution had resulted in over 300 Protestants being put to death because they refused to change their religion. They included Archbishop Cranmer and the Protestant Bishops Latimer and Ridley. Many people now hoped that Elizabeth would prove to be a more just and popular monarch.


Elizabeth’s coronation


Elizabeth’s coronation was deliberately designed to be a splendid and colourful event to show off the power of the new monarch, with ceremonies lasting several days. On 12 January 1559 Elizabeth travelled from Whitehall to the Tower in a ceremonial barge along the Thames. Two days later she undertook a triumphal coronation procession through the streets of central London (see Source B). At intervals in the coronation procession pageants were performed and musical instruments played.


The coronation itself took place in Westminster Abbey on Sunday 15 January. Elizabeth was crowned and anointed by Owen Oglethorpe, the Catholic Bishop of Carlisle, and she came out of the Abbey to the sound of loud instruments and cheers from the crowd. Dressed in her full state regalia which included the sceptre and orb (see Source C), she walked the short distance to Westminster Hall for a state banquet.
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Source B: A contemporary drawing showing Elizabeth’s coronation procession in 1559
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Source C: Portrait of Elizabeth painted in 1559 showing her dressed in her coronation robes, patterned with Tudor roses
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ACTIVITIES





1  Explain why Elizabeth wanted her coronation to be a ‘splendid and colourful’ event.



2  Use Source B and your own knowledge to describe Elizabeth’s coronation.
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Practice question


What can be learnt from Sources B and C about Elizabeth’s coronation? (For guidance, see pages 94–95.)
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Elizabeth’s popularity


Elizabeth received a good education and by the time of her coronation she could converse in Greek, Latin, French and Italian. She was well read, particularly in the arts and literature. She loved dancing, riding and music, and was keen on archery and needlework. She also studied theology, favoured the Bible in English and was keen to avoid the religious divides that had dominated the reigns of her half-brother and half-sister.


It was said that her quick temper was a characteristic she inherited from her father, and her unwillingness to spend money copied the miserliness of her grandfather, Henry VII. However, inheriting a nation in debt, Elizabeth had little choice but to control the purse strings wisely, and with the help of her advisers on the Privy Council (see page 11), she managed to balance the nation’s finances.


One item she did spend lavishly on was her appearance, taking great pride in her clothes, which were adorned in fine jewels and ornaments. She realised the importance of projecting an image of majesty and power, and this pride in her appearance remained with her throughout her long reign.


The use of portraits


One method through which Elizabeth could project her image of royal authority was through portraits. Elizabeth had many official portraits painted during her reign but as she grew older the images became less and less accurate in showing what the queen actually looked like. After catching smallpox in 1562 the queen’s face was left badly scarred, prompting her to paint her face with white powder. By the 1590s her thinning hair caused her to wear a wig and her teeth had turned black. Yet her portraits did not show this and they were used as a means of propaganda, creating an image of a monarch who was ageless, strong and powerful; a wise and successful ruler. To show their loyalty many nobles displayed portraits of the queen in their great houses.
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Source D: The Pelican Portrait, painted by Nicholas Hilliard in 1574. c.1575. It is named after the pelican brooch that she is wearing on her bodice. According to legend the mother pelican pecks at her own breast and feeds her young on her own blood so that they might live. This image therefore shows Elizabeth as the mother of her people, ready to sacrifice her life to protect them.
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ACTIVITIES





1  Use Source D and your own knowledge to show how portraits were used to project an image of royal authority.



2  Why did Elizabeth consider royal progresses to be important?
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Royal progresses


Another method used by the queen to court popularity was to undertake regular royal progresses, touring the countryside, staying in the houses of her nobles and receiving free accommodation, food, drink and entertainment. These annual royal progresses took place during the summer months when travelling was easier and involved visits to houses in the south-east and the midlands. Elizabeth never ventured as far as northern England, the south-west or Wales. For about 10 weeks each year the whole Court went on tour. It was a propaganda exercise, the chief purpose being to ensure that Elizabeth was seen by her subjects. To a noble it was a great privilege to receive her majesty, but it was also a very costly experience, since the queen travelled with an army of advisers, officials, servants and guards, all of whom had to be accommodated, fed and entertained for however long Elizabeth decided to stay. The host was also expected to present the queen with expensive gifts. This was one method by which Elizabeth was seen by her subjects and it also served to keep a watchful eye over the powerful noble families.
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Source E: A painting, dated 1601, showing Elizabeth on one of her annual royal progresses
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Source F: One of Elizabeth’s royal progress journeys in 1568 described by an eye-witness


She was received with great applause and signs of joy … At which she was extremely pleased … She ordered her carriage sometimes to be taken where the crowd seemed thickest and stood up and thanked the people.
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Practice questions





1  What can be learnt from Sources E and F about royal progresses? (For guidance, see pages 94–95.)




2  Explain the connections between TWO of the following that are to do with Elizabeth’s popularity:







    •  royal portraits


    •  royal progresses


    •  her character


    •  her appearance. (For guidance, see page 99.)
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The Royal Court



The Royal Court was the centre of all political power during the Elizabethan period. The main residence of the queen was Whitehall Palace in London where she had her ladies-in-waiting and servants living with her, together with her chief advisers and government officials. All these people made up the Royal Court and they travelled with the queen when she went on her progresses. Having her courtiers close by enabled Elizabeth to consult, seek advice and challenge her councillors, as well as keeping an eye on their activities and check upon their rivalries. Among her chief courtiers were William Cecil, Sir Christopher Hatton, Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir Francis Walsingham and Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, many of whom also served the queen as Privy Councillors (see pages 12–13).


The queen exercised her power and maintained the loyalty of her ministers and officials through the granting of patronage. Ambitious nobles would try to get access to the queen’s court in the hope of being noticed by Elizabeth and possibly being granted an important position in central or local government. Elizabeth quickly realised the importance of using the system of royal patronage to her advantage. Knowing that the queen had the power to make or break them kept her nobles loyal and supportive. For the ambitious courtiers everything depended upon keeping the continued support of the queen.


Factions in the Royal Court


By operating such a system of patronage, Elizabeth naturally generated rivalry between her courtiers and this resulted in the development of court factions. Until the 1590s, when her advancing years and the loss of many of her older ministers began to have an impact, Elizabeth was generally successful in playing off one faction against the other, using her ultimate power of dismissal to control and check her courtiers and Privy Councillors.


One of the chief rivalries in the earlier part of Elizabeth’s reign was between two of her most important advisers, William Cecil and Robert Dudley. Cecil was hard working and cautious in decision making, particularly when it came to managing government expenditure. This meant he was reluctant to let the country get involved in costly wars on the continent. This was in contrast to the bolder approach of Dudley, who favoured intervention in the wars in Europe. They also contrasted in their religious views, Cecil being a moderate Protestant, whereas Dudley was a Puritan. (For differences between Protestants and Puritans, see page 49.) Other courtiers were dragged into such rivalries and were sometimes forced to support one faction against another.




[image: ]


Source G: A comment upon Elizabeth’s method of ruling made in the 1630s by Sir Robert Naunton who had previously been a member of the queen’s court


She ruled much by factions and parties, which she made, upheld and weakened as her own great judgement advised.
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ACTIVITIES





1  Copy out and complete this table using the information in this section together with your own knowledge of this topic.









	 

	How did Elizabeth use this feature to maintain control and authority over her councillors and advisers?






	The Royal Court

	 






	The use of patronage

	 






	The development of factions

	 










2  What information does Source G provide about Elizabeth’s method of ruling?



3  Explain why rival factions emerged round William Cecil and Robert Dudley.
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Interpretation 2: An evaluation of Elizabeth’s control over the Royal Court made by the writer Barbara Mervyn who was commissioned to write the book The Reign of Elizabeth: England 1558–1603, published in 2001


Elizabeth can be credited with maintaining a politically stable central government by creating a Court where she exercised control by awarding offices and favours. In this way she could control rival factions.
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Practice question


Study Interpretation 2. How far do you agree with this interpretation that Elizabeth maintained control over her ministers through awarding offices and favours? (For guidance, see pages 100–1.)
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The Privy Council and councillors



One of the most important means by which the country was governed during Elizabeth’s reign was through the Privy Council. This was a body of advisers and ministers, appointed by the queen, to help her rule. Privy Councillors were chosen from members of the noble and gentry classes, and occasionally archbishops. Within the first few months of becoming queen, Elizabeth had appointed nineteen men to her Privy Council and, to help provide some continuity, over one-half had been members of the Privy Council of Mary I, such as Sir Thomas Cheney and Sir William Petre.


The Council met regularly, generally two or three times a week during the early part of Elizabeth’s reign, but more frequently later in the reign and during occasions when it was necessary to deal with a specific issue. One such occasion occurred in 1562 when the queen’s life was threatened by catching smallpox and the Council had to discuss possible succession issues. Another crisis followed Mary Queen of Scot’s flight from Scotland to England in 1568, raising concerns over a possible Catholic plot to replace Elizabeth with her Catholic cousin (see page 61).


Elizabeth seldom attended Council meetings and she was not compelled to accept the advice that the Council offered her, although she seldom disregarded it completely. The council had a number of main functions and its duties were carried out by individual Privy Councillors (see Figure 1.2).
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Figure 1.2: The roles and functions of the Privy Council
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Officers of the Privy Council


Functions


Secretary of State The queen’s principal adviser


Lord Treasurer Controlled government expenditure and tax collection


Lord High Admiral Commanded the navy


Comptroller of the Household Managed the queen’s finances


To advise the queen on policy


To watch over the day-to-day government of the realm


To consider petitions from private individuals


Lord Chamberlain Ran the Royal household


Vice-Chamberlain Assisted the Lord Chamberlain


Keeper of the Great Seal Made sure all government documents were legalised


Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster Looked after the estates and revenues of the Duchy of Lancaster
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ACTIVITY


How important was the Privy Council to Elizabeth in governing the country?
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Interpretation 3 A view of the role of the Privy Council given by the historian John Warren in his book Elizabeth I: Meeting the Challenge: England 1541–1603, published in 2001


Its main functions were to advise the Queen, to administer the realm and to implement decisions taken by the Queen and Council. Since its leading Councillors headed departments of state, and were responsible for the royal finances, courts of law and national security, it is not surprising that they exercised considerable influence. … However, the Council was neither a unified nor an unchanging body. Although there was much continuity among some key office holders, factional rivalry may have lessened its importance.
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Practice question


Study Interpretation 3. How far would you agree with this interpretation that factional rivalry within the Privy Council (see pages 12–13) may have lessened its importance? (For guidance, see pages 100–101.)
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