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Chapter One

Snow

Aisha Khan and her best friend, Emily Turner, stood in Aisha’s garden, staring up at the grey sky.

“Come on, snow!” they wished together.

The air was freezing cold, and their breath puffed like dragon smoke. They shivered a little even though they were wearing coats. The grassy lawn behind Aisha’s house, Enchanted Cottage, was white with frost, but the air was clear. “It’s so cold, I wonder why there’s no snow?” she said.
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“Perhaps the air is too dry,” said Emily. “It needs to be damp for the ice crystals to form and make snowflakes.”

Aisha smiled. “Did you read that in one of your science books?”

“How did you guess?” laughed Emily. She loved science, almost as much as Aisha loved playing sport.

Aisha lowered her voice. “Do you think they have winter in Enchanted Valley?” she whispered.

“Oh, I bet it looks beautiful all covered in snow!” said Emily.

The girls grinned at each other. Enchanted Valley was a magical world full of unicorns and other fantastical creatures. And best of all, no one knew about it but them.
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“I hope we’ll be able to visit again soon,” said Aisha. She dug in her pocket and pulled out the magical keyring that transported her to Enchanted Valley. Emily brought hers out too. From each keyring dangled two charms – one shaped like a unicorn, and the other like a crystal. They glittered like ice in the light.

“I don’t know which is prettier,” whispered Emily.

The two unicorn keyrings had been given to them by Queen Aurora herself, and the two crystal charms were gifts from the Nature Unicorns, to thank the girls for getting their magical lockets back. The wicked unicorn Selena had stolen them as part of her plan to become Queen of Enchanted Valley.

“Oh!” gasped Aisha suddenly.

The little unicorn on each keyring had begun to glow with a strange, fiery light.

Emily’s heart raced. “Queen Aurora needs us!” she said.
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They ran behind the stone statue of a phoenix in the middle of the garden, and checked their keyrings. Both unicorns were glowing brighter than ever now.

“Ready?” asked Emily.

“Ready!” said Aisha.

The girls touched the two unicorn horns together.

Whhhhhhhssshhh!

There was a sudden flash of golden light, and sparkles exploded all around them like fireworks. The girls laughed as they felt themselves lifting off the ground.

A moment later, their feet came down with a soft crunch on pure white snow.

“Look!” cried Emily excitedly.

There was snow everywhere, as far as they could see. It lay like a thick layer of icing on the ground and fell in soft flurries through the crisp, cold air.
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The girls stood on a slope, looking up at the beautiful Golden Palace, where Queen Aurora lived. Its towers were dusted with a light sprinkling of snow, and even the flowers that grew against the walls glittered with frost.

“You were right,” said Aisha. “It does look beautiful!”

The girls scrambled up the hill, their feet sinking deep into the snow. As they reached the castle, the drawbridge swung down over the frozen moat, and Queen Aurora stepped out on to it.
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Emily gasped. Queen Aurora’s coat was even more beautiful in winter – it shifted from deep red to gold, bright yellow and pink, like the cosy fire in Enchanted Cottage. Her golden horn gleamed, and her silver crown sparkled in the icy light.

“Welcome, girls!” she said. She dipped her head in greeting, and her magical locket, with two tiny golden suns in it, caught the light. The girls knew it gave Aurora the power to protect friendship throughout Enchanted Valley.

“Hello, Queen Aurora! Is everything all right?” Aisha asked anxiously.

“I hope Selena isn’t causing trouble again,” added Emily.

Queen Aurora smiled and shook her head, making her golden mane shimmer. “She’s nowhere to be seen, thanks to you girls. Actually, I invited you here to have some fun! Follow me …”

As Queen Aurora trotted along the banks of the ice-covered moat, the girls exchanged a glance then followed, wondering what she meant.

When they reached the back of the castle, Aisha gasped in astonishment. “Wow!”

On the hillside, a party was in full swing. The girls didn’t know what to look at first! Icy blue fairy lights dangled between the trees all around the snowy slope, where the unicorns mingled – prancing, tossing their manes and playing games. It looked like so much fun!

There were giant ice sculptures of dragons with heaps of presents piled beneath them. There were sledging competitions, and ice rinks. Little stalls sold brightly coloured snow cones, and blue banners decorated with snowflakes fluttered in the wind. Delicious smells hung in the air: hot chocolate mixed up with popcorn and roasting chestnuts.

 


[image: images]



 


“It’s the most amazing party I’ve ever seen!” cried Emily.

“And you’re both invited!” said Queen Aurora. She led them through the snow to the entrance. Holly bushes grew on each side, shaped like unicorns and sprinkled with snow.

As they stood there, marvelling at the party, a pure white unicorn trotted over. A tiny white unicorn with big blue eyes cantered behind her. His mane was short and fluffy, and his horn was only a little golden nub.

“It’s a foal!” whispered Aisha.

“A unicorn foal!” added Emily.

“He’s so cute!” they said together.

“This is Wintertail, the Winter Unicorn,” said Aurora, as the big white unicorn approached. “And this is her foal, Snowstar. They’re hosting the party!”

Wintertail dipped her head and glittering silver horn in greeting. Her coat shone, even against the snow. “I’ve heard so much about you two,” said Wintertail. “You’re heroes!”

Little Snowstar reared up eagerly. “Hello there!” he whinnied. “And welcome to the Winter Festival!”
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Chapter Two

Three Lockets

“Winter Festival?” said Emily, grinning. “That sounds amazing.”

“It is amazing!” said Snowstar proudly. “We have it every year, when my mum’s magic brings a perfect winter to Enchanted Valley.”

The girls saw that Wintertail had a chain around her neck, just like every other unicorn. But instead of one magical locket hanging from the chain—

“You have three lockets!” gasped Aisha.

“That’s right,” said Wintertail, smiling. “Take a look, if you’d like.”

Aisha gently lifted the closest locket. It had a tiny present inside, gift-wrapped in sparkly green paper, with a silver bow.

“That’s the Winter Presents locket,” said Snowstar. “It’s my favourite! The Winter Snow locket and the Winter Feast lockets are my favourite too!”

The girls laughed. Emily peered closer. The Winter Feast locket had a shiny red-and-white candy cane inside, and in the Snow locket was a tiny snowflake. It was gently spinning, just like the paper snowflakes they had made at school recently. “They’re beautiful,” said Emily.
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