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sledging



(say ‘slejing’)
verb 1. Cricket the practice among bowlers and
fielders of heaping abuse and ridicule on the
person batting. 2. Colloquial any ridicule or
criticism. [figurative use of SLEDGE2 + -ING1]
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A True Gentleman’s Sport


Sledging has an honourable tradition and nowhere is this tradition afforded  
as much respect as in the game of cricket. True, ’tis a gentleman’s game and  
no self-respecting gentleman cricketer would be without his own personal  
collection of merciless remarks and cruel commentary. Fair’s fair after all.



The noble art of sledging is best celebrated on the field when a lone  
batsmen must front eleven of his rivals and hold his own for as long, or  
as little, as it takes. Contact not permitted, all intimidation must be made  
through the brute force and fierce precision of words.



Ruthless insults and brutal replies are essential in any worthy cricket  
match. And it is cricket’s unique pace (some call it slow) that has fostered  
the sledging culture. Six overs allows plenty of time for running dialogue or  
ongoing debate; or sometimes even a slow psychological battle of tit for tat  
unleashed at a tortuously steady rate.



A couple of hours facing googlies, wronguns, and wides has produced  
some timeless classic taunts and some brilliant comebacks.



Add to this a pitch designed specifically to be safely out of earshot of  
delicate ladies and it’s no doubt that cricket is the true patron of the sledge.
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A Bit of History


Claudius to fellow gladiator during first Olympiad at the 100-metre crease:


‘Augustus! Your d*#@’s hanging out of your toga.’



CIRCUS MAXIMUS, 50 B.C.


Of course the art of sledging has been around since Roman times, but the  
word itself was not coined until the early 1960s. According to master sledger  
Ian Chappell, the use of the word ‘sledge’ first graced cricket vocabulary  
in Adelaide during the Sheffield Shield season of either 1963–4 or 1964–5,  
when a cricketer who swore in the presence of a lady. was considered ‘as  
subtle as a sledgehammer’. In true Australian style, this was then abbreviated  
to a much more convenient one syllable – ‘sledge’. The Percy Sledge number  
‘When a man loves a woman’ was then in the top 40, so anyone swearing  
in front of a woman was nicknamed ‘sledge’ or ‘Percy’. The term was soon  
transferred to on-field behaviour:



‘There’s a bit of Percy Sledge going on out there today.’



And nowhere in the world has sledging been so thoroughly mastered,  
finessed and crafted than in Australia.
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The Science of Sledging


Although many have tried to unlock the secrets of a match-winning sledge,  
none have succeeded. So the search continues for the sledger’s Holy Grail:  
the ultimate combination of words, timing, and delivery.



Only by studying history can we come to understand the true art of sledging  
and harness its power. Many sledges have been well documented by the  
players themselves or picked up by media microphones. Others have drifted  
through the years and become folklore.



Rules of Engagement


‘Use every weapon within the rules and
stretch the rules to breaking point, I say.’


FRED TRUEMAN


There are no rules to sledging – just put the other guy off his game.
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The Godfather of Sledging


W.G. GRACE


18-07/1848–23/10/1915


Sporting folklore is overflowing with memorable one-liners but our search  
has to begin somewhere. And that place, rightfully, is with a cricket legend.  
Homage must be paid to the enduring wit of the great English batsman,  
W.G. Grace (18/07/1848 – 23/10/1915).



A champion cricketer in his own right, his remarks on the field became  
legendary as well. They might seem tame now, but his immortal quips played  
a major part in setting the standards for tone, wit and level of arrogance  
that today’s sledger must meet. In a gentleman’s game he could be anything  
but gentlemanly, sometimes proving that derision and intimidation can win  
a game. His enviably sharp and short lines, all delivered with a hidden smile,  
set a high standard for generations to follow.
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W.G. Grace


This non-walker’s stubbornness was notorious and his cockiness legendary.  
Once, when Grace was at the crease, the ball snuck by him and knocked  
off a bail. Without hesitation, he replaced the bail and told the umpire  
straight-faced:
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