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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS


WHEN A FIRE BREAKS OUT in a field not far from your home, you feel uneasy. If the wind picks up and starts to blow in your direction, your uneasiness quickly grows into panic. Knowing how helpless you are to fight the flames alone, you need others to step up and help out. Before that fire reaches your house, you start to grab things most important to you, then you make your getaway. If that fire continues to grow, destroying other homes in your neighborhood, all of you will go through the same exit strategy without planning any of it ahead of time. As you drive away at breakneck speed, you cry out to God, pleading with Him to do what you cannot do … to rescue you from further danger, to turn the direction of the wind, to stop the inferno before it destroys everything in its path.


Speaking of infernos, on September 11, 2001, our country caught on fire. Brutal terrorists started the blaze as more than three thousand perished. Since then, the winds have picked up speed and are now blowing in our direction. The flames of terrorism at home and abroad are out of control. Our need is not only to find safety; it’s to find God!


Our entire world is now on fire. We hope to survive, but that’s an impossible plan if we operate alone. We need help—help from God as He tells us what to do. Once that happens, we need to handle this inferno exactly as He instructs.


So, I have called on others to help me put out the flames. First, I chose Byron Williamson and his publishing team at Worthy Publishers to help me get this book into print and distributed far and wide. I thank all of them for their splendid assistance in fighting these flames.


Next, I asked my longtime friend, Mark Tobey, to provide his editorial assistance, as he has on previous occasions. In spite of his own demanding schedule and deadlines serving in our Creative Ministries Department at our Insight for Living Ministries, he stepped into this fiery task. Matt Yates, who serves with his father, Sealy, as my literary agent, also did his part with excellence. With mutual determination, we fought the flames together.


Now, here’s the result. Working together, we’ve found God in our flaming world, and we’ve listened to His advice. I hope you will too. May you soon discover that you have no reason to panic. God has everything under control—even this.




ONE


FINDING GOD
WHEN THE WORLD’S
ON FIRE


And you must show mercy to those
whose faith is wavering.


Rescue others by snatching them from the flames.


Jude 1:22–23 NLT


There’s something about the human heart, that when the heat is on, it softens toward things of the Lord.


DEVASTATING FOREST FIRES don’t suddenly erupt full force—they ignite with a spark and expand. All of us can recall in our minds the bleak images of a raging fire consuming thousands of acres of forests and homes as high winds and extremely dry conditions combine with all things flammable to create a fiery monster, upending the lives and threatening the livelihoods of countless unsuspecting people.


As enormously devastating as these conflagrations become, forest fires, like all fires, begin and progress in a short series of eerily predictable stages.


First, there is the incipient stage—where the fire initially ignites. Extremely dry conditions and elevated temperatures combine with some outside element, usually very small. A half-smoked cigarette flipped into a patch of dry weeds. The inevitable burst of sparks from an evening campfire landing randomly on dry underbrush, half a mile away. A bolt of lightning from a summer storm hitting the arid ground. The fire begins incipiently.


Next comes the growth stage. Soon the smoldering ember whips into a flame that then begins its insidious advance across the dry, wooded area, vacuuming up oxygen and heat and dry particles from its surroundings—growing into a moving and ever-increasing wall of fire.


The third stage follows as the fire becomes fully developed. In this stage, the fire is at its hottest, most dangerous level—spreading rapidly, at times up to twenty or more miles per hour—consuming everything combustible in its path. Firefighters fear this stage most because of what they refer to as the dreaded “flashover” phenomenon, when a treacherous wall of fire can literally leap a barrier, as if in a daring surprise attack, and overwhelm those furiously battling the frightening advance.


Finally, fires enter what’s called the stage of decay. This is the point at which the flames begin to die out, either because of moister, cooler conditions, or because the fire simply runs out of consumable fuel sources. Still, the danger lurks, because this is the stage when a “backdraft” can occur, as oxygen drifts back into still volatile, confined spaces and reignites the flame.


WHEN THE WORLD’S ON FIRE


Evangelist Billy Graham was prophetic in his instincts when he wrote, decades ago, his powerful volume, World Aflame. In it, Dr. Graham warned of a coming time in history when life as we know it would be consumed by evil. That evil wave—like a forest fire—would begin incipiently, virtually unnoticed, but eventually, unchecked, it would blaze across our culture with devastating results.


Most of us who were quietly going about our festive Thanksgiving celebrations in November of 2015 still remember the shocking images broadcast on our television screens—bloodied corpses strewn across a large concert hall in downtown Paris. Several hooded and heavily armed radical Islamic terrorists had stormed into the loud and darkened music venue and had gunned down patrons in cold blood, shouting allegiance and praise to Allah.
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