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      Frankie vs the Pirate Pillagers

      Frankie vs the Rowdy Romans

      Frankie vs the Cowboy’s Crew

      Frankie vs the Mummy’s Menace

      Frankie vs the Knight’s Nasties

      Frankie and the World Cup Carnival

      Frankie and the Dragon Curse

      Frankie Saves Christmas

      Frankie’s New York Adventure

      Frankie’s Kangaroo Caper

      The Grizzly Games

      Meteor Madness

      The Great Santa Race
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      To my mum Pat, who encouraged me 

      to do my homework in between kicking 

      a ball all around the house, and is still 

      with me every step of the way.
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      Welcome to a fantastic Fantasy League – the greatest football competition ever held in this world or any other! 

       

      You’ll need four on a team, so choose carefully. This is a lot more serious than a game in the park. You’ll never know who your next opponents will be, or where you’ll face them. 

       

      So lace up your boots, players, and good luck! The whistle’s about to blow! 

       

      The Ref 
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      Frankie pulled his jumper over his head and set it on the bench. Even though it was December 23rd, he was sweating. He had been playing football in the park all afternoon with his friends Charlie and Louise. Now, the sun was starting to go down.

      “No chance of a white Christmas this year,” said Louise, balancing the football on her head.

      The goal had been set up between two tree trunks. Charlie stood in position and clapped his goalie gloves together. “Come on, have a shot,” he called. “You haven’t got one past me yet.”

      Frankie saw a glint in Louise’s eye. She let the ball fall and caught it on her ankle.

      “Is that a challenge?” she said.

      Charlie dropped into a crouch and spread his arms, grinning. Frankie’s friend wasn’t lying. He’d been amazing all day, diving and jumping and blocking the ball.

      Louise took position like she was about to shoot, then at the last minute she slid the ball to Frankie.
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      As Charlie turned to face him, Frankie stabbed his toe underneath the ball and sent it in a soft looping chip over the goalkeeper’s head. 

      Charlie flapped but couldn’t reach it, and the ball sailed over his outstretched arms. It landed beyond the goal line. Charlie’s face flushed red.

      “Don’t worry,” said Frankie, going to clap his friend on the shoulder. “It was a lucky shot.”

      The sound of shuffling footsteps made them all turn. A paunchy man in a tracksuit was jogging slowly along the path towards them, bent over and panting. Frankie recognised the scruffy trainers, and the dog trotting on a lead.



OEBPS/imagedata/ref.jpg





OEBPS/imagedata/chapter_dec.jpg





OEBPS/imagedata/part_dec.jpg
/g E -
| ( )
s
U=





OEBPS/imagedata/1a.jpg





OEBPS/imagedata/9780349132105.jpg
FRANK LAMPARD






