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This book is dedicated to Camryn Kelly, Faith Kelly, and Paige Waggoner. The three girls left in the family to eventually (God willing) get married.


And to all the girls who desire to honor and please God through the gift of marriage, as well as the amazing moms who raised them … this book was written for you.
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“Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all.”
Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting;
but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.


PROVERBS 31:29–30
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How to use this book


Weddings are wonderful, beautiful, a celebration of a new life—and lots of work. Whether you are the bride or her mother, the months ahead will be busy! Inside this book, you’ll find tips to help you plan the entire experience, from the falling in love to the happily ever after. And if you start to get overwhelmed, the prayers in this book will clear your head and reset your focus.


Pray through the book together as you encounter the joy-filled moments and the stomach-dropping issues of planning for the big day. The first section includes prayers, Bible verses, tips, and challenges for the bride. The second section offers the same for the mother of the bride. If you live together, keep the book somewhere where you both can use it as you pray for the wedding, the groom, and each other. If you aren’t living together, maybe trading the book back and forth once a week will work. Or buy one book for each of you if your wedding planning is done miles apart.


The two sections mirror each other so you will both be praying about the same topics at the same time. There are prayers for all aspects of marriage, character, planning, and the wedding itself. However, if you come across a prayer subject that doesn’t pertain to you or your family, just skip it and move on. The idea is to cover your engagement period and wedding with as much prayer as possible and to learn to love and appreciate God as you are learning to love and appreciate each other.




The
Bride




Introduction


Congratulations!


You’re getting married!


Wait … pause … let it sink in … YOU. ARE. GETTING. MARRIED!


As I write this, I am preparing for my wedding. In 352 days, I will say “I do!” to my fiancé, Parker—the man I love with all my heart; the man of my dreams; the one I have prayed for since I was a little girl; the man God created to be my husband. I have imagined what this would be like, and God has far exceeded my hopes and expectations. Every day I get more excited for the love and life that He has prepared for us. It’s hard to believe that by the time you read this book, I’ll be married—a Mrs.! It happens all the time, but when it happens to you, it’s amazing and incredible and once-in-a-lifetime crazy. Hold on, the tears are flowing again—that’s been happening a lot lately.


If you’re anything like me, you probably have a serious case of “bride brain” right now. Wedding planning and all things bride-to-be are pretty much what you think about—period. The first few weeks after Parker proposed, I was overwhelmed with excitement. Immediately, I started searching the Internet and social media for wedding ideas and tips. I also went to our local bookstore and purchased the best wedding planning guidebook I could find. Please tell me you did the same.


As I write this, I’m finishing my last semester of college, and I often catch myself in class, daydreaming about wedding dresses, the ceremony, our first dance as a married couple, venue decorations, and everything else wedding related. It was hard to even sleep those first few weeks. In fact, I’m two months into our engagement and wedding preparations, and I’m finally starting to sleep at night, but the daydreaming continues.


Your wedding is a once-in-a-lifetime gift from God. It is by far one of the most important and exciting (and sometimes a bit stressful) times in your life! So go ahead and rock that bride brain because, before you know it, the big day will be here.


We still have months to go and tons of planning left to do, but here’s where we are so far:


•  We picked our wedding date: January 13, 2018.


•  Over the last three decades, my mom and dad have developed a lot of important relationships and friendships; therefore, we have a substantial guest list. Finding a wedding/reception venue has been a huge challenge. I’d had my hopes set on a rustic country wedding, but most barns cannot hold the number of people we have on our invite list. You learn early on that compromise is vital when it comes to wedding planning. We’ve decided where the ceremony will be, but we’re still searching for the reception venue.


•  We’ve ordered our Save the Date cards.


•  My maid of honor is none other than my incredible younger sister, Camryn! She’s not only my sister and maid of honor, but my best friend. (Love you, Cam!)


And by the way … you’re getting married!


Has it sunk in yet? Do you keep replaying those words in your mind?


While you plan and prepare for your wedding, God is preparing you to be a wife to the man of your dreams, the man He created just for you. God is giving you the desires of your heart; your prayers are being answered—He is always faithful and good!


Of course, I’m getting reminders from my mom too. “Oh my, it just hit me again … you are getting married!” She’s not only the mother of the bride but she’s the most important woman in my life. I pray that one day I’m a wife and mother like she is. We’re constantly talking about wedding ideas, sending each other pictures of wedding shoes and dresses, coming up with ideas for bridesmaids’ gifts, crying together, and laughing at how crazy it is that we’re actually planning my wedding. But mostly, we pray. In fact, prayer is the reason you’re holding this book in your hands. Prayer has been my lifeline—and it can be yours too!


Yes, you have to plan and do all the amazing things that go along with preparing for a wedding—pick a date, book a venue, create your guest list, send out invitations, choose your bridesmaids, taste test your wedding cake, find a dress, and so much more.


But all of this is secondary to prayer.


Prayer will not only prepare you for your wedding day, it should be the foundation upon which you build a lifetime with your husband. I’ve been praying for my future husband since I was ten years old. And as I pray for him, I find myself asking God to not only prepare Parker, but to prepare me as well. I know that oftentimes we focus on praying for everything and everyone else. But now is the time to seek the Lord on your own behalf—praying that He will prepare you for your husband.


This book is a lot of things, but mainly and most importantly, it’s your personal, bride-to-be prayer guide. We’ve followed each prayer topic with relevant passages of Scripture that my mom and I have found to be essential and meaningful. After you read the verses, take time to meditate on what God’s Word says and how you can apply these amazing truths to your life and marriage.


You’ll also find some fun wedding tips that my wedding family (aka the incredible people who are walking alongside me through all of this) and I have learned along the way. I hope these tips not only encourage you and give you ideas, but make you laugh and enjoy every moment of being the bride-to-be.


Bride brain and all, God’s got this—and He has immeasurably more than you could ever ask for or imagine planned for you. Are you with me? Let’s pray …





LOVE THE LORD AND EACH OTHER


Dear Lord,


Thank You for the gift of love. We cannot know what love is without You. You are the very definition of love; perfect, holy, unconditional love. The depth and breadth of Your amazing love is limitless. Everything that You are and do is wrapped up in love. Thank You for sending Your one and only Son, Jesus, to display Your love among us. Because of Him, we can love You and love others.


Jesus, You laid down Your life for us so that we can experience Your love and do the same. As husband and wife, please help us to lay down our lives for each other. Help our love, affection, and intimacy grow and strengthen one day at a time, for as long as we live. Please teach ________ to love me the way You love the church—completely, expectantly, unconditionally. It’s hard to fathom this kind of love, but in Christ and through the power and presence of the Holy Spirit, I know it’s possible. Father, help us never forget that marriage involves great sacrifice. Remind us that, just as Your sacrifice was worth it, the sacrifices You call us to make are always worth the price.


Thank You for loving me so perfectly that I can know, experience, and extend real, agape love. Let my love for ________ be a reflection of how much You love him. Please teach me to express my love, not only through words but also through actions and daily decisions. I want my fiancé to know more of Your infinite, unfailing love because, through Christ, I love him the way You love us.


Lord, I pray that when he needs it most, You would remind him how much You love him—and that some of these reminders would come through the way I love him. I believe that the more we grow in our relationship with You, the greater our love for You and each other will be. Father, please help ________ to know You more, and as a result, love You more. Jesus, because of Your love, I pray that he would love me unconditionally and wholeheartedly. Help him to love the way You do, especially when it’s hard. Lord, I pray that he would learn more each day how to express his love for me.


Heavenly Father, help us never lose sight of the depth and breadth of Your love. We need only look to the cross and the sacrifice Jesus made to remember the extent of Your love for all humankind. May our love for You and for each other grow daily as You continue to shape us into the image of Christ. You are and must always be our first love. Lord, help us to love You more than we love each other.


As 1 Corinthians 13:4–8 describes, I pray that our love for each other would be patient and kind, not self-seeking, boastful, envious, or easily angered. “Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth” (1 Corinthians 13:6). Yes, Lord, keep us from evil and help us to speak the truth in love. God, just as You have forgiven us, please help us to extend forgiveness through love, never keeping record of the wrongs we have done. I pray that, like Your love, our love will always protect, trust, hope, persevere, and never fail.


Ultimately, I pray that our relationship will be an expression and reflection of Your love.


And through our love, let others experience Your love.


In Jesus’s name, amen.
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For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.


JOHN 3:16





FINDING PURPOSE IN LIFE AND MARRIAGE


Dear Lord,


By the breath of Your mouth, You created us and filled our existence with great purpose. Apart from You, our lives have no meaning or purpose—we’re just a heartbeat wrapped in flesh, waiting to draw the next breath. Without You we have nothing … We are nothing. Thank You for giving us everything we need for life and godliness through Your Son, Jesus. He fills our lives with earthly purpose and eternal significance.


Lord, thank You for creating ________ in Your image. Thank You for saving him and grooming him into everything You long for him to be. Father, please help him to never forget that he was made for more; that he was made for You. Earthly success and achievements are different from eternal treasures and rewards, and the pursuit of them produces very different men. ________ Help to seek the eternal over the temporary. Lord, if my fiancé’s understanding of Your purpose for his life is unclear, please reveal that to him. Because ultimately, his purpose, my purpose, and our purpose as a married couple is to love You, to love others, and to share the truth of the gospel with the world. What a privilege!


Heavenly Father, I pray that ________ would see the greater purpose for his life unfold through what You’ve created him to do and be. May he never doubt Your grand design and the specific gifts You have given him to serve You and others. Please give him the confidence and courage to fulfill Your will for his life. Whatever he does, help him to do it for You and Your glory! Protect him from wasting the gifts and talents You have blessed him with. If there are gifts he is unaware of, please reveal them to him that he might bring You glory through them. Help me to encourage my future husband and see him the way You see him, Lord. Reveal to me the gifts You have given him and help me to champion him in those areas of his life.


Lord, I pray that wherever You lead us, we would hear Your voice and follow. Whenever we get discouraged, remind us that Your plans for our life together cannot be thwarted. Help us to know that we are never alone. You walk with us, one step and one breath at a time as we accomplish Your will. Lord, help me to respect, support, and trust my future spouse; help me believe that You have a perfect plan for our lives. Where You lead us, we will follow.


Not only is there divine purpose in our individual lives, but in our marriage as well. Please teach us the greater purpose for our marriage. It’s not about us; it’s about You. Marriage is about glorifying You and making You and Your great love known. Lord, I pray that when people see us, they get a glimpse of Jesus and the way He loves the church. Marriage is one of the greatest displays of Your love, so help us to honor and respect that in every way. Let us not waver from Your plan for our lives together.


Lord, guard our marriage as You daily motivate us to pursue righteousness and holiness. Please keep our hearts and minds fixed on You, so that we can live out our purpose both as individuals and as one.


In Jesus’s name, amen.
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Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.”


JOHN 14:6





A PRAYERFUL LIFE


Lord,


Prayer is amazing! The ability to come and talk to You with my heart wide open, just as I am—it’s a treasure beyond measure. Thank You for hearing me and always knowing exactly what I need. Thank You for listening to me and for working everything in my life together for good.


Prayer is a vital part of my life. Preparing my heart through prayer to become a wife gives me confidence that You will walk alongside me through this incredible season. Sometimes I feel overwhelmed because there is so much to pray about. When I feel this way, please remind me that You are sovereign and good. That every day, You are at work preparing me to become one with my husband through the covenant of marriage. Lord, help me to not be anxious; instead, help me to pray about everything and trust You completely.


Lord, our marriage will not survive without prayer. Teach us how to pray and seek You together. Help us passionately pursue Your presence. God, during hard times, please help us not to just pray for our circumstances to change, but to seek to be changed by You in the midst of our circumstances. Lord, shape our prayer life so that we don’t just come to You in times of need, but also to thank You, to spend time with You, and to enjoy Your presence.


Father, I am so thankful that You’re always listening. Please help us pray according to Your will and believe that an answer is coming in Your perfect timing. When we don’t receive the answer we were hoping and praying for, help us to praise You anyway. Lord, Your ways are not our ways; Your thoughts are not our thoughts. Please teach us to trust You, even when we don’t understand Your decisions.


Heavenly Father, please help me and ________ to pray consistently together as a married couple. I don’t want a single day to go by that we aren’t seeking You as one. Lord, give us wisdom and teach us how to pray for each other. Convict our hearts; make us aware of anything in our lives that might hinder our prayers. My heart’s desire, Lord, is that my prayers are even more fervent when it comes to praying for my husband. Show me how to come boldly to the throne of grace on his behalf. Give me supernatural insight, so I can pray for him according to Your will about matters that he might not even be aware of. Remind us when we pray that nothing is too hard for You!


Thank You for the gift of prayer. Help me never to lose sight of the tremendous blessing and responsibility it is to pray for my husband.


In Jesus’s name, amen.
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When you call on me, when you come and pray to me, I’ll listen.
When you come looking for me, you’ll find me. Yes, when you get serious
about finding me and want it more than anything else,
I’ll make sure you won’t be disappointed.


JEREMIAH 29:12–14 MSG


Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.


PHILIPPIANS 4:6–7





TRUTH AND THE WORD OF GOD


Dear Lord,


Thank You for Your Word, the truth that sets us free (John 8:31–32). If we know You and hold fast to Your truth, we can walk in freedom. Thank You, Lord, that in a world filled with lies, You are the truth and have provided a manual for life and godliness, Your Word, the Bible. Your Word is alive; it is living and at work in the lives of all who follow You.


God, I pray that You would renew ________’s mind with the truth of who You are and who he is in You. I pray that he would know the truth and that the truth would set him free to live for You wholeheartedly. Please continue to reveal Yourself to him as he seeks You daily through Your Word. Father, please hide Scripture in his heart so he can know You more, and so that he knows who he is in Christ. Your Word declares that this man, whom I love, is chosen and set apart, a child of the King of kings and Lord of lords. When he forgets, please remind ________ who You created him to be.


Lord, I pray that Your Word alone would be the anchor and foundation for our individual lives and our marriage. May we always use the sword of the Spirit to guard against the fiery arrows of the enemy.


The enemy has no power over the truth. You are truth. You are life. Darkness and evil cannot stand against the words You have spoken. Lord, I pray that Your words would be so deeply hidden in our hearts that we would immediately respond to temptation and fear with the power of Scripture.


Heavenly Father, please help us to believe every word You have spoken. Help us to not only believe what You’ve said, but to act on it and obey. Help us to speak the truth in love. I pray that the words we speak to one another will be filtered through a heart that is hidden in who You are.


Your Word endures forever; it will never fail. Your Word is a guiding lamp for our feet and a light for our path (Psalm 119:105). I pray that ________ and I would allow Your truth to always light our way. Help us to love and obey You, to live according to the words You have spoken.


Heavenly Father, thank You for sending Your Son so that Your Word became flesh (John 1:14). You are the Word, and in You we have everything we need. You are our lifeline! Please, Father, I pray that we would never lose sight of who the Word of God is. Remind us that these are not just words written and inspired by You, but that You are the Word!


This is the cry of my heart for the two of us:


His word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot.


JEREMIAH 20:9


In Jesus’s name, amen.
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The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.


JOHN 1:14




Challenge #1


Jesus Calling by Sarah Young is one of my all-time-favorite devotionals. In fact, Parker and I have the Jesus Calling app on our phones so we can access it at any time. Every morning after we read that day’s message, we talk about what we learned. Usually our devotion discussions lead to even deeper God talks—which I love. If you’re not familiar with Jesus Calling, the author writes messages to the reader as if from God’s point of view. So, in that spirit, for Bride Challenge #1, you’re going to write your fiancé a letter from God’s perspective. Tell him what you think God would say to him right now as he prepares to be your husband. Try to imagine what would be on God’s heart and what you think He might share with him as he plans to enter into the covenant of marriage.


Before you start writing, pray. Ask God to reveal His desires for your future husband so you can share His words and His heart. When you’re done writing the letter, place it in an envelope and pray again. Pray that when your fiancé reads the letter, he will be blessed and encouraged, and then move deeper into the love of God and your love for him. Oh, and think of a special time to either send it to him or give it to him in person.





Tip #1


This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!


Every day is a gift. Especially your wedding day! And trust me, everyone will tell you this, but it really does go by faster than you think. So stop and appreciate every single moment—and that includes every moment leading up to the moment.


Bride-to-be, I know it can be overwhelming. And I’m sure you’ve said more than once, “Can it just be my wedding day already?” Trust me, I get it. My first meltdown happened during our second week of planning. However, one of the most important things I learned during the wedding planning journey was to be thankful for every single moment—even the stressed out, want-to-cry-all-day, ditch-all-the-planning-and-elope moments. Let’s be honest, if you don’t cry at least once while you’re planning your wedding, are you sure you are actually getting married, and are you human? But no matter how stressful it is, the planning isn’t worth losing your mind over.


This is my first and most important tip: give thanks. First Thessalonians 5:18 says, “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” All circumstances includes when your wedding dress doesn’t turn out the way you hoped it would and you have to order new material to be shipped from across the world in order to make your dress into what you dreamed it would be. (Yes … this happened.) All circumstances means thanking God when you’re experiencing serious bride brain and can’t focus on anything for more than ten seconds before shifting your attention back to song selections and seating charts. All circumstances means all circumstances. Oftentimes during our many months of planning and meetings, I purposefully stopped in the middle of everything and started whispering, “Thank You, Lord. Thank You, Lord.” Because at the end of the day, without Him, marriage would not have any value or meaning. It wouldn’t exist, because without Him, love does not exist. He is love.


During the wedding planning craziness, you might find yourself getting caught up in the mountain of details and everything else going on, especially if things aren’t moving forward the way you hoped and planned. To keep your heart and mind focused on God, what He is doing, and the blessing and covenant of marriage, consider keeping a journal of moments throughout the journey. Write down exactly what you’re thinking and feeling; record specifically what you are most thankful for. Trust me, you will forget the little “God things” that happened along the way. Write them down and thank God for them.


I learned a lot during the twelve months it took to plan my wedding. Many times, I was so worried and anxious about decisions that had to be made that I missed the chance to embrace and appreciate the moment I was in. But the truth is, all we have is this moment. All we have is today. Your wedding and everything that leads up to it is a once-in-a-lifetime event. You will never get this time back. So rejoice! Thank God for choosing this amazing man who loves you and plans to spend the rest of his life with you. Praise God that He is working all things together for your good—including your wedding day.





TRUST


Lord,


Trust—it’s not always easy to give, and it’s even harder to get back once it’s been lost. Thank You, Lord, that You are always trustworthy. Even when I don’t understand, even when everything around me is falling apart, even when You’re silent and I can’t seem to hear You or reach You, I can trust that You are holding me and every area of my life safely in the palm of Your hand.


Lord, help me to trust You completely with everything regarding my wedding day and my marriage. From the smallest details to what matters most to me and everything in between, help me to trust You. But more importantly, please help me to trust You with ________. He is Yours. And by Your amazing grace, You have entrusted him to me to love, honor, respect, and cherish all my days here on this earth. What a blessing! What a privilege! Heavenly Father, I do not take this responsibility lightly. I know that I cannot be the godly wife that he needs without You. Thank You, Lord, for providing everything I need to take care of my future husband and for trusting me with his heart.


I pray, Lord, that ________ and I would place our trust and expectations in You. We cannot fully trust each other if we don’t first trust You with each other. When doubt creeps into our lives, help us to resist the enemy and turn to You. Guide us back to the truth. Thank You for always being fully and completely trustworthy. You never waver. You always stay the same. Your Word is steadfast and true. Lord, my heart’s desire is that no matter what happens in our lives, we will choose to trust and love You with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.
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