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Introduction


In searching for the quotations and stories that make up this book, I have travelled back and forward across continents and through the ages of time. I have poked my nose into dynasties, empires, republics and kingdoms, where I have encountered leaders, heroes, heroines, revolutionaries, warmongers, dictators, despots, diplomats, kings and queens, politicians, zealots and pacifists. I have observed the observers of history: the authors, poets, playwrights, philosophers, journalists, critics, historians, theologians and scientists – and pretty much anyone else who has had something to say about war or peace.


I have met a lot of old friends along the way. Memories of ’Stonewall’ Jackson came flooding back when I was reminded of the American Civil War stories I studied in preparation for my History O Level exam. I bumped into the cowboys and Indians of my childhood; I saw again the Zulus and soldiers and gladiators and naval heroes who filled the silver screen of my most impressionable years. I even learned a lot of new stuff about those old friends, never having appreciated before that ’Stonewall’ Jackson constantly fretted about having one arm shorter than the other, or that ’Che’ Guevara did a stint down in the Congo, or that Napoleon might have been killed by his own wallpaper.


I have made a lot of new acquaintances as well, including a female Russian sniper who proved herself to be far more deadly than the male species around her, the first man to fly an aeroplane with no view outside the cockpit, the Maroons who camouflaged themselves as trees in order to slit the throats of the British soldiers who leaned against them to take a well-earned rest, the supermodel-turned-front-line war reporter who took a bath in Hitler’s own tub, and Romania’s own Joan of Arc.


I have also been reminded of stories that I have heard first-hand over the years. Bert England, our next-door neighbour in London for ten years, used to tell of the Mulberry pontoons he helped to build for the D-Day beach landings. Harold Bidwell, who used to live across the road from where we live now, remembered all too well the horrors of the World War Two jungles. And my late stepfather, ’Fred’ De Marco, would regale the family with stories of his time serving with Montgomery’s ’Desert Rats’ in North Africa. My all-time favourite was his story about Corporal Jenkins, one of the cooks who was frying up breakfast one morning in early 1943 when German aircraft appeared from nowhere and opened fire over the Eighth Army’s camp. Almost immediately, Jenkins fell to the ground, crying ’I’ve been hit’. And he had been – by his own sizzling hot sausages. They weren’t even Frankfurters, which would at least have made them enemy sausages. The despatches for that particular day included the following entry:


Corporal Jenkins. Wounded by sausage.


I hope you enjoy reading the quotations and stories in this book half as much as I have enjoyed pulling them together. I am confident that there is something in here for everyone. I have tried to be unbiased in my selections, and I have not left out the authors who just got it all wrong, like the guys at Time magazine, who, in their 12 June 1939 edition, declared the French army to be ’still the strongest all-around fighting machine in Europe’. The French, incidentally, seem to get more than their fair share of stick when it comes to history, but if you’re French and you want to get your own back, go straight to ’J’ and enjoy the wounding rhetoric aimed back at the English by your very own Jeanne d’Arc.


Feel free to dip in and out to find your favourite leaders, heroes or poets, but read cover to cover if you don’t want to miss the less well-known or anonymous quotations, like the following entry from a 1930s Soviet infantry manual:


Do not touch anything unnecessarily. Beware of pretty girls in dance halls and parks, who may be spies, as well as bicycles, revolvers, uniforms, arms, dead horses, and men lying on roads they are not there accidentally.
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JOHN ADAMS


(1735–1826, SECOND PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES)
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We’re in a war, dammit! We’re going


to have to offend somebody!


On becoming exasperated during the drafting


of the Declaration of Independence


I must study politics and war, that our sons may


have liberty to study mathematics and philosophy.



Great is the guilt of an unnecessary war.


AESCHYLUS


(C. 525–456 BC, GREEK PLAYWRIGHT)


[image: line.jpg]


In war, truth is the first casualty.


I think the slain care little if they sleep or rise again.


AESOP


(C. 620–564 BC, GREEK STORYTELLER)


[image: line.jpg]


The shaft of the arrow had been feathered


with one of the eagle’s own plumes. ’Alas,’ it


cried, as it died, ’We often give our enemies


the means for our own destruction.’


Any excuse will serve a tyrant.


AGIS II


(DIED C. 401 BC, KING OF SPARTA)
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The Spartans do not ask how many the


enemies are but where they are.


ANDREW AGNEW


(1687–1771, BRITISH ARMY COMMANDER)
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Don’t fire until you can see the whites of their eyes!



Addressed to the 21st Foot of the Royal Scots Fusiliers as they


prepared to repel a French cavalry attack at Flanders in 1743


ALEXANDER III OF MACEDON


(ALEXANDER THE GREAT) (356–323 BC, KING OF MACEDON)
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I do not steal victory.


I am not afraid of an army of lions led by a sheep;


I am afraid of an army of sheep led by a lion.




ALWAYS MAKE SURE YOU GET YOUR FULL EIGHT HOURS’ SLEEP BEFORE A BIG BATTLE


THE BATTLE OF GAUGAMELA, in modern-day Iraq, was fought in 331 BC between the Macedonian army of Alexander the Great and the Persian army of Darius III. Given that the Macedonians were seriously outnumbered, Alexander’s generals tried to convince him on the eve of battle to attack during the night, thereby gaining the advantage of surprise. Alexander replied that he would not steal victory in such a way and ordered his men to get a good night’s sleep. Alexander himself slept so well that his generals had to wake him up the next morning. Darius, on the other hand, fearing the nocturnal attack that never came, kept his army on high alert throughout the night.


The battle ended in a decisive victory for Alexander and heralded the end of the Persian Empire. It is widely accepted that Alexander’s tactics were superior on the day, and that his army was better trained than that of Darius, but I like to think that the victory had more to do with the benefits of a good night’s sleep!





ARNAUD AMALRIC


(DIED 1225, ABBOT OF CÎTEAUX)
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Kill them all and let God sort them out.


At the Massacre of Béziers in 1209


PRINCE ANDREW


(BORN 1960, DUKE OF YORK)
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When the question arose whether I as a member


of the royal family should take part in active


combat in the Falklands, there was no question


in her mind, though there was in other people’s,


and it only took her two days to sort the issue.


On the Queen’s decision that he should serve in the


Falklands as a Royal Navy helicopter pilot


ANONYMOUS
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AIM towards the enemy.


Instruction printed on American rocket launcher


Chief among the spoils of victory is the


privilege of writing the history.


Do not touch anything unnecessarily. Beware


of pretty girls in dance halls and parks, who


may be spies, as well as bicycles, revolvers,


uniforms, arms, dead horses, and men lying


on roads – they are not there accidentally.


From Soviet infantry manual, 1930s


Friends, how much finer it is to die victorious in the


battle-line than to win at the Olympic games and live!


A Spartan mother, upon hearing of her son’s success in


battle, and of his death from his many wounds


If God had meant for us to be in the army, we


would have been born with green, baggy skin.


It’ll be a great day when education gets all


the money it wants and the Air Force has


to hold a bake sale to buy bombers.


Service conditions being what they are


today, a girl who marries an officer and a


gentleman usually has to commit bigamy.


American soldier, c. 1960


War is terrorism – with a bigger budget.


YASSER ARAFAT


(1929–2004, PALESTINIAN LEADER)
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I come bearing an olive branch in one hand,


and the freedom fighter’s gun in the other. Do


not let the olive branch fall from my hand.


Choose your friends carefully. Your


enemies will choose you.


ARCHIDAMUS II


(DIED 427 BC, KING OF SPARTA)
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It is the noblest and safest thing for a great


army to be visibly animated by one spirit.


If we begin the war in haste, we’ll have many delays


before we end it, owing to our lack of preparation.


ARISTOTLE


(384–322 BC, GREEK PHILOSOPHER)
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We make war that we may live in peace.


Is there a more terrible scourge than


injustice with arms in its hands?


YAA ASANTEWAA


(1840-1921, ASHANTI QUEEN MOTHER)
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If you, the men of Ashanti, will not go forward,


then we will. We, the women, will. I shall call upon


my fellow women. We will fight the white men. We


will fight till the last of us falls in the battlefields.


Rising up against the British colonialists in 1900 when the male


tribal leaders appeared to lack the stomach for rebellion


HERBERT HENRY ASQUITH



(1852–1928, BRITISH PRIME MINISTER)
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If I am asked what we are fighting for, I can reply


in two sentences. In the first place, to fulfil a solemn


international obligation... an obligation of honour


which no self-respecting man could possibly have


repudiated. I say, secondly, we are fighting to vindicate


the principle that small nationalities are not to be


crushed in defiance of international good faith at the


arbitrary will of a strong and overmastering Power.


Declaration of war against Germany in the


House of Commons in August 1914


The War Office kept three sets of figures – one


to mislead the public, another to mislead the


Cabinet and the third to mislead itself.


The army will hear nothing of politics


from me, and in return I expect to hear


nothing of politics from the army.


MUSTAFA KEMAL ATATÜRK


(1881-1938, FIRST PRESIDENT OF TURKEY)
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We must never say: ’What does it matter to me


if some part of the world is ailing?’ If there is


such an illness, we must concern ourselves with


it as though we were having that illness.


No inch of the motherland may be abandoned


without being soaked in the blood of her sons.


ATHENAGORAS OF SYRACUSE


(FIFTH CENTURY BC, POLITICIAN)
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If a man does not strike first,


he will be the first struck.


MARCUS AURELIUS


(AD 121–180, ROMAN EMPEROR)
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The secret of all victory lies in the


organisation of the non-obvious.




B
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NEWTON D. BAKER


(1871–1937, US SECRETARY OF WAR)
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That idea is so damned nonsensical and impossible


that I’m willing to stand on the bridge of a battleship


while that nitwit tries to hit it from the air.


Upon considering General Billy Mitchell’s idea of using


aeroplanes to sink a battleship. In July 1921 Mitchell got


his experiment and sunk the captured German battleship


SMS Ostfriesland. Newton was not on the bridge.


STANLEY BALDWIN


(1867-1947, THREE TIMES BRITISH PRIME MINISTER)
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Since the day of the air, the old frontiers are gone.


When you think of the defence of England you no


longer think of the chalk cliffs of Dover; you think


of the Rhine. That is where our frontier lies.


House of Commons, July 1934


War would end if the dead could return.


FRANCESCO BARACCA


(1888–1918, ITALIAN WORLD WAR ONE FLYING ACE)
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To the aircraft I aim, not the man.


PEDRO CALDERÓN DE LA BARCA


(1600–1681, SPANISH PLAYWRIGHT)
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One may know how to gain a victory,


and know not how to use it.


CLARA BARTON


(1821–1912, AMERICAN CIVIL WAR UNION


NURSE AND HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST)
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I may be compelled to face danger, but never


fear it, and while our soldiers can stand and


fight, I can stand and feed and nurse them.


This conflict is one thing I’ve been waiting for. I’m


well and strong and young – young enough to go to


the front. If I can’t be a soldier, I’ll help soldiers.


FRANCK BAUER


(BORN 1919, FRENCH RADIO PRESENTER)
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Ici Londres! Les français parlent aux français. (Here


is London. The French are speaking to the French.)


Opening of broadcasts from London to France


by the Free French Forces from 1940 to 1944.


Franck Bauer was one of their spokesmen.


ETHEL LYNN BEERS


(1827–1879, AMERICAN POET)
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’All quiet along the Potomac,’ they say,


’Except now and then a stray picket


Is shot, as he walks on his beat, to and fro,


By a rifleman hid in the thicket.’


From the American Civil War poem ’All


Quiet Along the Potomac Tonight’


HAROLD BEGBIE


(1871–1929, ENGLISH WRITER)


[image: line.jpg]


When the ships come back from slaughter,


and the troops march home from war;


When the havoc strewn behind us


threats the road that lies before,


Every hero shall be welcomed,


every orphan shall be fed,


By the man who stuck to business, by


the man who kept his head.


From the World War One poem ’The Man Who Keeps His Head’


How will you fare, sonny, how will you fare


In the far-off winter night,


When you sit by the fire in an old man’s chair


And your neighbours talk of the fight?


Will you slink away, as it were from a blow,


Your old head shamed and bent?


Or say – I was not with the first to go,


But I went, thank God, I went?


From the World War One poem ’Fall In’,


addressed to conscientious objectors


JANET BEGBIE


(BRITISH WORLD WAR ONE POET)
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Carry on, carry on, for the men and boys are gone,


But the furrow shan’t lie fallow


while the women carry on.


From the World War One poem ’Carry On’




IF THERE IS NO BREAD, LET THEM EAT STRAWBERRIES, APPLES AND PEARS!


JANET BEGBIE’S WORDS HELD good at the time her book of poetry, Morning Mist, was published in 1916, and they were to hold good again just over thirty years later. Food rationing was introduced in Britain during both World Wars and the nation relied on its Land Girls to ’dig for victory’ on both occasions. The girls helped grow apples, pears and strawberries in British soil, although more exotic fruit like bananas, oranges and peaches were out of the question. When the government first set up the Women’s Land Army in 1916, under the recruitment slogan ’God Speed the Plough and the Woman Who Drives It’, many chauvinistic farmers remained unwilling to accept the female labour that was on offer. But the recruitment drive paid off and within a year 260,000 women were working as farm labourers in support of the war effort.





JOHNSON BEHARRY


(BORN 1979, BRITISH CORPORAL)
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Maybe I was brave, I don’t know. At the time I was just


doing the job, I didn’t have time for other thoughts.


Speaking of the actions in Iraq in 2004 that


earned him the Victoria Cross


JELLO BIAFRA


(BORN 1958, AMERICAN MUSICIAN AND ENVIRONMENTALIST)
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We need a new law that owners of SUVs are


automatically in the military reserve. Then


they can go get their own goddamn oil.


Quoted in The Guardian, 3 November 2007


SERGEY BIRYUZOV


(1904–1964, SOVIET ARMY COMMANDER)
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Permit me, in the name of the Front Command,


to present you with the keys to the Crimea.


To Marshal Vasilevski, May 1944


OTTO VON BISMARCK


(1815–1898, GERMAN CHANCELLOR)
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The main thing is to make history, not to write it.


Be polite; write diplomatically; even in a declaration


of war one observes the rules of politeness.


Anyone who has ever looked into the glazed


eyes of a soldier dying on the battlefield


will think hard before starting a war.


An appeal to fear never finds an


echo in German hearts.


WILHELM BITTRICH


(1894–1979, GERMAN SS PANZERKORPS OBERGRUPPENFÜHRER)
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In all my years as a soldier, I have


never seen me fight so hard.


Commenting on the British paratroopers after


the Battle of Arnhem, September 1944


BLACK ELK


(1863–1950, SIOUX WARRIOR AND MEDICINE MAN)
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There can never be peace between nations


until there is first known that true peace


which is within the souls of men.


We were warriors at a time when


boys now are like girls.


BLACK HAWK


(1767–1838, SAUK LEADER AND WARRIOR)
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Courage is not afraid to weep, and she is not afraid to


pray, even when she is not sure who she is praying to.


How smooth must be the language of the


whites, when they can make right look


like wrong, and wrong like right.


Black Hawk has fought for his countrymen,


the squaws and papooses, against white men,


who came year after year, to cheat them and


take away their lands. You know the cause


of our making war. It is known to all white


men. They ought to be ashamed of it.


From his speech on surrendering at the end


of the Black Hawk War in 1832


BLACK KETTLE


(C. 1803–1868, CHEYENNE CHIEF)
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All I ask is that we have peace with the whites...


We have been travelling through a cloud. The


sky has been dark ever since the war began.


I once thought that I was the only man that


persevered to be the friend of the white man,


but since they have come and cleaned out our


lodges, horses, and everything else, it is hard


for me to believe the white man any more.


TONY BLAIR


(BORN 1953, BRITISH PRIME MINISTER)
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As for those that carried out these attacks, there


are no adequate words of condemnation. Their


barbarism will stand as their shame for all eternity.


There is no meeting of minds, no point of


understanding with such terror. Just a choice: defeat


it or be defeated by it. And defeat it we must.


The two quotes above were spoken after the attacks on the


twin towers of the World Trade Centre in September 2001


As so often before, on the courage and


determination of British men and women serving


our country the fate of many nations rest.


Address to the nation on the invasion of Iraq in March 2003


WILLIAM BLAKE


(1757–1827, ENGLISH POET)
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Bring me my Bow of burning gold;


Bring me my Arrows of desire:


Bring me my Spear: O clouds unfold!


Bring me my Chariot of fire!


I will not cease from Mental Fight,


Nor shall my Sword sleep in my hand:


Till we have built Jerusalem,


In England’s green & pleasant Land.


From William Blake’s poem ’And did those feet in ancient time’,


first published in 1808, set to music by Hubert Parry in 1916,


and rescored by Edward Elgar for very large orchestras in 1922




ENGLAND’S NATIONAL ANTHEM?


AT THE GROUND AND in the bars around Twickenham each year, at the time of the Army v. Navy Rugby Union match, you will hear William Blake’s ’Jerusalem’ being belted out as enthusiastically as ’Land of Hope and Glory’, ’Rule Britannia’ and ’God Save the Queen’. The military bands of our armed forces seem equally happy with them all as anthems, but there is more controversy than you might imagine over which of the songs should be England’s national anthem (’God Save the Queen’ is the national anthem of the United Kingdom, as opposed to just England). ’Jerusalem’ is considered to be England’s most popular patriotic song (it has been said that George V preferred it to ’God Save the King’), and questions have even been raised in parliament by sporting bodies about which anthem should be used. Parliamentary answers state that there is no official anthem, and that each sport must make its own unofficial decision. And that’s official.





WILLIAM BLUM


(BORN 1933, AMERICAN WRITER)
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A terrorist is someone who has a bomb,


but doesn’t have an air force.


NAPOLEON BONAPARTE


(1769–1821, FRENCH MILITARY LEADER AND EMPEROR)
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I die prematurely, murdered by the English


oligarchy and its hired assassin.


Extract from Napoleon’s will




DEATH BY WALLPAPER?


THERE ARE MANY THEORIES about what lay behind the cryptic claim in Napoleon’s will that the English assassinated him. The post-mortem had declared his cause of death to be a perforated stomach ulcer and no more was thought about it. At least, not until the 1960s.


A number of Napoleon’s staff kept locks of his hair as souvenirs and they have been passed down the generations, sometimes coming up for sale at auctions. This has allowed modern forensic science techniques to be applied to the Emperor’s hair, with the surprising result that it contains significant levels of arsenic. Historians now ponder over who might have administered the poison, but another theory has it that Napoleon might have inhaled too many poisonous vapours from the green colouring pigment that was used in the manufacture of wallpaper at the time. But the theory would only hold good if the wallpaper in Napoleon’s house had been green. A plea went out on BBC radio in the 1980s to see if any listeners could throw light on the subject and, lo and behold, a woman in Norfolk had a scrapbook dating from the 1820s, which contained a scrap of wallpaper pilfered in 1823 from the room in which Napoleon had died. It was green. Case solved.
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