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INTRODUCTION


Marks are one of the collector’s most important tools when it comes to identifying and dating antiques. Of course, it is important to understand that they should never be relied upon completely, as many have been copied or faked. What you should rely on is experience. Handle as many antiques as you can and learn to combine your knowledge of marks with the knowledge of how an authentic piece looks and feels.


This book contains information on silver, ceramics, glass, costume jewellery, dolls, teddies and toys. Obviously it would be impossible to print every mark that was ever used so we have chosen a selection of the most common marks that you will find.


In most cases, we have labelled each mark with the name of the factory or designer that used it, their location and dates of operation. Where possible we have then provided further information about when the particular mark shown was used. In some cases, such as silver and some glass and ceramics, it is possible to narrow down the date of a piece very specifically, due to the use of date letters or cyphers. These sections of the book are clearly laid out and labelled to help you with dating.


Miller’s Antiques Marks should prove to be an invaluable companion when looking around antique shops, auction rooms, flea markets and car-boot sales. So, make sure you keep it with you to help identify those finds!


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS Ceramics and glass consultant: Steven Moore Senior Specialist at Anderson & Garland, Newcastle; ceramics specialist on the BBC’s Antiques Roadshow.


The publisher would like to thank:


Conrad Biernacki, Bergmann Auctions, Lyon & Turnbull, Robert McPherson, Alan & Sue Poultney of Scarab Antiques, Woolley & Wallis, the Dublin Assay Office. Image credits:


P.1 Tennants; p.3 Woolley & Wallis; p.7 Dorotheum; p.109 Hickmet Fine Arts; p.117 Woolley & Wallis; p.221 Leslie Hindman; p.255 Private Collection; p.267 James D Julia.
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Silver


Rococo Revival silver candelabra, by J C Klinkosch & Robert Garrard, 58.2oz
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Introduction


SILVER
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• It is impossible to assess the purity of silver with the naked eye. To prevent heavily alloyed silver being passed off as purer silver, a process was developed to test the purity of all silver.


• In 1300, a mark was introduced. It was applied to silverwares tested for quality (assayed). The stamp, known as the ‘King’s mark’, represented a lion’s head. This was called a ‘leopart’ and has


become the leopard’s head of today.


• In 1327, the Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths began to enforce the assay laws. As assaying was carried out at Goldsmiths’ Hall in London the mark was referred to as a ‘hallmark’.


• Silversmiths were often reluctant to travel long distances to bring their wares for assay. Many ignored the law and sold their wares unmarked. A dishonest minority produced substandard wares. This threatened to undermine the guarantee and so, in 1363, the power to test precious metals was granted to mayors of all cities and boroughs.


• Prior to c1350, few makers had marked their wares with an identifying device.


Makers’ marks became compulsory in 1363 so silversmiths who produced substandard wares could be traced.


• The supervisor of the tests was re-elected annually, so, from 1478 in London, silver was marked with a different letter each year.


• When the alphabet was exhausted, either the style of the letter or the form of the shield background was altered, and the cycle began again. Other assay offices introduced similar date letter marks.


• In 1544, the Goldsmiths’ Company introduced the lion passant mark. This gradually replaced the leopard’s head as the sterling mark.


• The leopard’s head became increasingly recognized as the London mark.


• In 1560, York began to use a mark that was half leopard, half fleur-de-lys. Other cities to adopt marks at an early stage were Exeter and Edinburgh.


• The Goldsmiths’ guarantee of quality (the lion passant) was used by several provincial assay offices, including York, Newcastle, Chester and Exeter, in conjunction with the town mark.


Leopard’s head


1721 1741


1781


1801
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Introduction


MILLING & THE BRITANNIA SILVER STANDARD


• By c1660, the practice of ‘clipping’ – paring a minute piece of silver from the edge of coins – was rife. From 1697, the government issued coinage with a milled edge to prevent this. In order to render silver clippings useless to a smith, the silver standard was raised from 925 parts per thousand


(92.5%) to a purer 958.4 (95.84%).


• This new standard was denoted by two new marks, which replaced the leopard’s head and lion passant. These were the lion’s head and the figure of Britannia. The new standard was called the Britannia silver standard.


Silver
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George III 1785–1820


Victoria 1837–90


• From 1784 until 1890, five marks appeared on English silver (sterling, town, date, maker, sovereign’s head). From 1891 to the present day, only four marks are used on most English silver of the sterling or Britannia standard (sterling, town, date, maker).


CONVENTION MARKS


• From 1 June 1976, some marks used at certain assay offices in the United Kingdom, Austria, Denmark, Finland, Ireland, Norway, Portugal, Sweden and Switzerland became legally acceptable under an international convention. These include a fineness mark, a sponsor’s mark, a common control mark and an assay office mark.


• Marks for the common European silver standard of 800 and 830 parts per thousand are also included, but these are not approved standards for articles sold in Britain.


Lion’s head


Britannia


• The Britannia standard remained obligatory until June 1720, when the sterling standard was reinstated along with the old sterling marks.


• On 1 December 1784, a tax was imposed on silver. Intended as a temporary duty, it lasted for 106 years. A mark showing the sovereign’s head signified payment.


Common control mark
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Introduction


SILVER
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• In 1681, a cycle of date letters was introduced that remains in use today, and the deacon’s mark was replaced by the assay master’s mark.


• In Edinburgh, from 1759, the assay master’s mark was replaced by the thistle. This was replaced by the lion rampant in 1975. Otherwise, from the mid 18thC, the duty marks and optional marks used in Scotland follow those used in England.


THE HALLMARKING ACT OF 1973


• The Hallmarking Act of 1973 stated that each piece of silver must be stamped with a sponsor’s mark (this has largely replaced the maker’s mark and shows the person responsible for manufacturing the piece), a standard mark, an assay office mark and a date letter. The standard marks are now identical at all four British assay offices, except in the case of sterling silver, where the Edinburgh Assay Office uses a lion rampant in place of the lion passant.


SCOTTISH SILVER


• In 1457, a standard for silver of no less than 11 parts out of 12 (the equivalent of 916 parts per thousand) was set in Scotland. A maker’s mark and the mark of the dene or deacon (the chief office bearer of his craft in a town) was also required. As the deacon would be an active gold-or silversmith, a piece of this date could appear to bear two makers’ marks.


• By 1483, a guild system had been established and the town mark was in use.


1759–1975 1975–


Edinburgh


Dublin Hibernia


IRISH SILVER


• In Ireland, from 1637, silver was marked with an assay mark depicting a crowned harp. This stamp was also used as a Dublin town mark 1637–1807.


• After 1731, a stamp showing the seated figure of Hibernia was used as Dublin’s town mark.


Edinburgh 1485–
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Introduction


UNMARKED WARES


• A substantial number of wares made before 1900 are incompletely marked or not marked at all.


• A piece may be part of a larger set produced strictly to commission and marked only on one piece. Alternatively, it could be part of a multi-piece item; for example, a candleholder that would originally have been attached to an inkwell. Or it could simply be too small to mark.


IMPORTED SILVER


• The Customs Act of 1842 stipulated that all silver imported to Great Britain or Ireland was to be assayed and marked in a British assay office, a requirement to be back-dated to 1800. This means that Continental silver is sometimes stamped with Queen Victoria’s head.


• From 1904, all imported silver had to be marked with the relevant standard in decimal – for example, .925 for sterling silver, .958 for Britannia silver. The Hallmarking Act of 1973 dispensed with the decimal point and, whereas British silver of the Britannia standard is stamped 958.4 (parts per thousand), imported silver is still marked simply 958.


DUTY DODGERS


• Following the imposition of the tax on silver from 1784 to 1890, a number of methods of avoiding the duty were developed. These methods of ‘duty dodging’ are seen as separate from the innocent alterations to silverwares, and from faking. Duty dodging had the sole purpose of avoiding paying the levy.


• One method involved the use of transposed hallmarks. A high-quality silver piece was sent to assay; the stamped area was then removed and inserted into a piece of inferior quality. Hallmarks were also transposed from small pieces to much larger items, as the silver duty was partly based on weight.


• The evidence of duty dodging can be hard to spot. One clue may be in the position of the marks, which tended to vary with fashion. For example, a Queen Anne coffee pot would usually be marked underneath the base, whereas an 18thC coffee pot would tend to be stamped on the rim.


• The marks on early silver spoons, from c1680 to 1690, were randomly applied and it was not until c1700 that marks began to be arranged in groups.


Silver
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Active Assay Offices


ASSAY OFFICES


• There are now only five assay offices in Britain and Ireland: London; Birmingham; Sheffield; Edinburgh; and Dublin.


• Today, lasers are used to mark many items, especially flat pieces such as watch backs.


• Punches continue to be used to mark small items with curved edges such as rings.


• Since 1975 all the assay offices, apart from Dublin, have used an identical date letter system. This is shown below.


• Dublin Assay Office has its own system that works in a similar way to the British one (see pages 26–30).


SILVER
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h


1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982


1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990


1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998


1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006


2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013


a


j


b


c


d


e


f


g


k


l


m


n


o







pages 26–30
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Active Assay Offices – London


Silver
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LONDON


• As early as 1180, an association of goldsmiths existed in London.


• In 1327, the Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths was given the right to enforce the assay laws.


• Until 1378, all silver had to be taken to Goldsmiths’ Hall in the City of London for testing.


• Silver of the required quality was marked with the leopard’s head. As other assay offices were granted powers, this mark became associated with the London Assay Office.


• The leopard’s head was surmounted by a crown between 1478 and 1821. Sometimes, between 1790 and 1820, especially on small articles, the mark was omitted altogether.


1637-38 1638-39 1639-40 1640-41 1641-42 1642-43 1643-44 1644-45 1645-46 1646-47 1647-48 1648-49 1649-50 1650-51 1651-52 1652-53 1653-54 1654-55 1655-56


1618-19 1619-20 1620-21 1621-22 1622-23 1623-24 1624-25 1625-26 1626-27 1627-28 1628-29 1629-30 1630-31 1631-32 1632-33 1633-34 1634-35 1635-36 1636-37


1604-05 1605-06 1606-07 1607-08 1608-09 1609-10 1610-11


1611-12 1612-13 1613-14 1614-15 1615-16 1616-17 1617-18


1598-99 1599-1600


1600-01 1601-02 1602-03 1603-04
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Active Assay Offices – London


SILVER


14


1656-57 1657-58 1658-59 1659-60 1660-61 1661-62 1662-63 1663-64 1664-65 1665-66 1666-67 1667-68 1668-69 1669-70 1670-71 1671-72 1672-73 1673-74


1674-75 1675-76 1676-77 1677-78 1678-79 1679-80 1680-81 1681-82 1682-83 1683-84 1684-85 1685-86 1686-87 1687-88 1688-89 1689-90 1690-91 1691-92 1692-93


1693-94 1694-95 1695-96 1696-97


1697-98 1698-99 1699-1700


1700-01 1701-02 1702-03 1703-04 1704-05 1705-06 1706-07 1707-08 1708-09 1709-10 1710-11


1711-12 1712-13 1713-14 1714-15 1715-16 1716-17 1717-18 1718-19 1719-20


1720-21 1721-22 1722-23 1723-24 1724-25 1725-26 1726-27 1727-28 1728-29


1729-30 1730-31 1731-32 1732-33 1733-34 1734-35 1735-36 1736-37 1737-38 1738-39 1739-40 1740-41 1741-42 1742-43 1743-44 1744-45 1745-46 1746-47 1747-48
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Active Assay Offices – London


Silver
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1766-67 1767-68 1768-69 1769-70 1770-71 1771-72 1772-73 1773-74 1774-75 1775-76 1776-77 1777-78 1778-79 1779-80 1780-81 1781-82 1782-83 1783-84 1784-85


1785-86 1786-87 1787-88 1788-89 1789-90 1790-91 1791-92 1792-93 1793-94 1794-95 1795-96 1796-97 1797-98 1798-99 1799-1800


1800-01 1801-02 1802-03 1803-04


1823-24 1824-25 1825-26 1826-27 1827-28 1828-29 1829-30 1830-31 1831-32 1832-33 1833-34 1834-35 1835-36 1836-37 1837-38 1838-39 1839-40 1840-41 1841-42


1748-49 1749-50 1750-51 1751-52 1752-53 1753-54 1754-55 1755-56 1756-57 1757-58 1758-59 1759-60 1760-61 1761-62 1762-63 1763-64 1764-65 1765-66


1804-05 1805-06 1806-07 1807-08 1808-09 1809-10 1810-11 1811-12 1812-13 1813-14 1814-15 1815-16 1816-17 1817-18 1818-19 1819-20 1820-21 1821-22 1822-23









[image: image]





Active Assay Offices – London


1860-61 1861-62 1862-63 1863-64 1864-65 1865-66 1866-67 1867-68 1868-69 1869-70 1870-71 1871-72 1872-73 1873-74 1874-75 1875-76 1876-77 1877-78 1878-79


1879-80 1880-81 1881-82 1882-83 1883-84 1884-85 1885-86 1886-87 1887-88 1888-89 1889-90


1890-91 1891-92 1892-93 1893-94 1894-95 1895-96 1896-97


1897-98 1898-99 1899-1900


1900-01 1901-02 1902-03 1903-04 1904-05 1905-06 1906-07 1907-08 1908-09 1909-10 1910-11 1911-12 1912-13 1913-14 1914-15 1915-16


1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20 1920-21 1921-22 1922-23 1923-24 1924-25 1925-26 1926-27 1927-28 1928-29 1929-30 1930-31 1931-32 1932-33 1933-34 1934-35


SILVER
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1842-43 1843-44 1844-45 1845-46 1846-47 1847-48 1848-49 1849-50 1850-51 1851-52 1852-53 1853-54 1854-55 1855-56 1856-57 1857-58 1858-59 1859-60
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Active Assay Offices – London/Edinburgh


Silver
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1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 1950-51 1951-52 1952-53 1953-54 1954-55 1955-56 1956-57 1957-58


1970-71 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75


1935-36 1936-37 1937-38 1938-39 1939-40 1940-41 1941-42 1942-43 1943-44 1944-45 1945-46


1958-59 1959-60 1960-61 1961-62 1962-63 1963-64 1964-65 1965-66 1966-67 1967-68 1968-69 1969-70


For 1975–2013 see page 12


EDINBURGH


• A silver standard was established in Scotland in 1457.


• Silverwares bearing Scottish hallmarks survive from the mid 16thC.


• Scotland was not subject to the Britannia standard, but when the sterling standard was restored in England in 1720, the standard of silver was raised in Scotland to the same level of purity and a tax was also levied.


1681-82 1682-83 1683-84 1684-85 1685-86 1686-87


1687-88 1688-89 1689-90 1690-91 1691-92 1692-93 1693-94







page 12
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Active Assay Offices – Edinburgh


SILVER
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1710-11 1711-12 1712-13 1713-14 1714-15 1715-16 1716-17 1717-18 1718-19 1719-20 1720-21 1721-22 1722-23 1723-24 1724-25 1725-26 1726-27 1727-28 1728-29


1694-95 1695-96 1696-97


1697-98 1698-99 1699-1700 1700-01 1701-02 1702-03 1703-04 1704-05 1705-06 1706-07


1707-08 1708-09 1709-10


1729-30 1730-31 1731-32 1732-33 1733-34 1734-35 1735-36 1736-37 1737-38 1738-39 1739-40


1740-41 1741-42


1742-43 1743-44


1744-45 1745-46 1746-47 1747-48 1748-49 1749-50 1750-51 1751-52 1752-53 1753-54 1754-55 1755-56 1756-57 1757-58 1758-59


1759-60 1760-61


1761-62 1762-63 1763-64 1764-65 1765-66 1766-67 1767-68 1768-69 1769-70 1770-71 1771-72 1772-73 1773-74 1774-75 1775-76 1776-77 1777-78 1778-79 1779-80
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Active Assay Offices – Edinburgh


1796-97 1797-98 1798-99 1799-1800


1800-01 1801-02 1802-03 1803-04 1804-05 1805-06 1806-07 1807-08 1808-09 1809-10 1810-11 1811-12 1812-13 1813-14 1814-15


Silver
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1815-16 1816-17 1817-18 1818-19 1819-20 1820-21 1821-22 1822-23 1823-24 1824-25 1825-26 1826-27 1827-28 1828-29 1829-30 1830-31 1831-32 1832-33 1833-34


1834-35 1835-36 1836-37 1837-38 1838-39 1839-40 1840-41


1841-42 1842-43 1843-44 1844-45 1845-46 1846-47 1847-48 1848-49 1849-50 1850-51 1851-52


1852-53 1853-54 1854-55 1855-56 1856-57 1857-58 1858-59 1859-60 1860-61 1861-62 1862-63 1863-64 1864-65 1865-66 1866-67 1867-68 1868-69 1869-70 1870-71


1780-81 1781-82 1782-83 1783-84


1784-85 1785-86


1786-87 1787-88 1788-89 1789-90 1790-91 1791-92 1792-93 1793-94 1794-95 1795-96
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Active Assay Offices – Edinburgh


SILVER
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1871-72 1872-73 1873-74 1874-75 1875-76 1876-77 1877-78 1878-79 1879-80 1880-81 1881-82 1882-83 1883-84 1884-85 1885-86 1886-87 1887-88 1888-89


1889-90 1890-91


1891-92 1892-93 1893-94 1894-95 1895-96 1896-97 1897-98 1898-99 1899-1900


1900-01 1901-02 1902-03 1903-04 1904-05 1905-06 1906-07


1907-08 1908-09 1909-10 1910-11 1911-12 1912-13 1913-14 1914-15 1915-16 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20 1920-21 1921-22 1922-23 1923-24 1924-25 1925-26


1926-27 1927-28 1928-29 1929-30 1930-31 1931-32 1932-33 1933-34 1934-35 1935-36 1936-37 1937-38 1938-39 1939-40 1940-41 1941-42 1942-43 1943-44 1944-45


1945-46 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 1950-51 1951-52 1952-53 1953-54 1954-55 1955-56 1956-57 1957-58 1958-59 1959-60 1960-61 1961-62 1962-63 1963-64
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Active Assay Offices – Edinburgh/Birmingham


1964-65 1965-66 1966-67 1967-68 1968-69 1969-70


1970-71 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74


Silver
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For 1975–2013 see page 12


BIRMINGHAM


• Assay office active since 1773.


• Mark is an anchor and is usually accompanied by a lion passant, a date letter, a duty mark (the sovereign’s head) and the maker’s initials.


• Today it is the largest assay office in the world and handles more than 12 million items made from precious metals every year.


1788-89 1789-90 1790-91 1791-92 1792-93 1793-94 1794-95 1795-96 1796-97 1797-98 1798-99


1778-79 1779-80 1780-81 1781-82 1782-83 1783-84


1799-1800 1800-01 1801-02 1802-03 1803-04 1804-05 1805-06 1806-07 1807-08 1808-09 1809-10


1773-74 1774-75 1775-76 1776-77 1777-78


1784-85 1785-86


1786-87 1787-88







page 12
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Active Assay Offices – Birmingham


SILVER
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1828-29 1829-30 1830-31 1831-32 1832-33 1833-34 1834-35 1835-36 1836-37 1837-38


1838-39 1839-40 1840-41 1841-42 1842-43 1843-44 1844-45 1845-46


1846-47 1847-48 1848-49 1849-50 1850-51 1851-52 1852-53 1853-54 1854-55 1855-56 1856-57 1857-58 1858-59 1859-60 1860-61 1861-62 1862-63 1863-64 1864-65


1865-66 1866-67 1867-68 1868-69 1869-70 1870-71 1871-72 1872-73 1873-74 1874-75 1875-76 1876-77 1877-78 1878-79 1879-80 1880-81 1881-82 1882-83 1883-84


1884-85 1885-86 1886-87 1887-88 1888-89 1889-90


1890-91 1891-92 1892-93 1893-94 1894-95 1895-96 1896-97 1897-98 1898-99 1899-1900


1900-01 1901-02


1810-11 1811-12 1812-13 1813-14 1814-15 1815-16 1816-17 1817-18 1818-19 1819-20 1820-21 1821-22 1822-23 1823-24 1824-25 1825-26 1826-27 1827-28
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Active Assay Offices – Birmingham


1917-18 1918-19 1919-20 1920-21 1921-22 1922-23 1923-24 1924-25 1925-26 1926-27 1927-28 1928-29 1929-30 1930-31 1931-32 1932-33


Silver
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1902-03 1903-04 1904-05 1905-06 1906-07 1907-08 1908-09 1909-10 1910-11 1911-12 1912-13 1913-14 1914-15 1915-16 1916-17


1933-34 1934-35 1935-36 1936-37 1937-38 1938-39 1939-40 1940-41 1941-42 1942-43 1943-44 1944-45 1945-46 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49


1949-50 1950-51 1951-52 1952-53 1953-54 1954-55 1955-56 1956-57 1957-58 1958-59 1959-60 1960-61 1961-62 1962-63 1963-64 1964-65


1965-66 1966-67 1967-68 1968-69 1969-70 1970-71 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74


1974 For 1975–2013 see page 12







page 12
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Active Assay Offices – Sheffield


SHEFFIELD


• By the middle of the 18thC, Sheffield was a major


manufacturing centre for silver.


• The efforts of Matthew Boulton, a Birmingham industrialist, led to the Act of Parliament in which Sheffield was established as an assay office in 1773.


• Until 1974, Sheffield’s mark depicted a crown, which featured along with the marks used at other assay offices.


• From 1975 the Tudor rose mark was used.


• Date letters were first used in 1773, starting with E, and changed irregularly each year until 1824. After this date the letters were arranged in alphabetical order.


1797-98 1798-99 1799-1800


1800-01 1801-02 1802-03 1803-04 1804-05 1805-06 1806-07 1807-08 1808-09 1809-10 1810-11 1811-12 1812-13 1813-14 1814-15 1815-16


1816-17 1817-18 1818-19 1819-20 1820-21 1821-22 1822-23 1823-24 1824-25 1825-26 1826-27 1827-28 1828-29 1829-30 1830-31 1831-32 1832-33 1833-34 1834-35


SILVER
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1781-82 1782-83 1783-84


1784-85 1785-86 1786-87


1787-88


1788-89 1789-90 1790-91 1791-92 1792-93 1793-94 1794-95 1795-96 1796-97


1773-74 1774-75 1775-76 1776-77 1777-78 1778-79 1779-80 1780-81
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Active Assay Offices – Sheffield


Silver


25


1851-52 1852-53 1853-54 1854-55 1855-56 1856-57 1857-58 1858-59 1859-60 1860-61 1861-62 1862-63 1863-64 1864-65 1865-66 1866-67 1867-68 1868-69 1869-70


1889-90


1890-91 1891-92 1892-93 1893-94 1894-95 1895-96 1896-97 1897-98 1898-99 1899-1900


1900-01 1901-02 1902-03 1903-04 1904-05 1905-06 1906-07


1907-08 1908-09 1909-10 1910-11 1911-12 1912-13 1913-14 1914-15 1915-16 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20 1920-21 1921-22 1922-23 1923-24 1924-25 1925-26


1835-36 1836-37 1837-38 1838-39 1839-40


1840-41 1841-42 1842-43 1843-44


1844-45 1845-46 1846-47 1847-48 1848-49 1849-50 1850-51


1870-71 1871-72 1872-73 1873-74 1874-75 1875-76 1876-77 1877-78 1878-79 1879-80 1880-81 1881-82 1882-83 1883-84 1884-85 1885-86 1886-87 1887-88 1888-89
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Active Assay Offices – Sheffield/Dublin


SILVER


26


1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 1950-51 1951-52 1952-53 1953-54 1954-55 1955-56 1956-57 1957-58


1958-59 1959-60 1960-61 1961-62 1962-63 1963-64 1964-65 1965-66 1966-67 1967-68 1968-69


1926-27 1927-28 1928-29 1929-30 1930-31 1931-32 1932-33 1933-34 1934-35 1935-36


1936-37 1937-38 1938-39 1939-40 1940-41 1941-42 1942-43 1943-44 1944-45 1945-46 1946-47


1969-70 1970-71 1971-72 1972-73 1973-75


1974


DUBLIN


• Although Dublin’s city council decreed that silver of the correct standard (coin) was to be marked with a lion, a harp and a castle, Irish silver was only sporadically marked.


• In 1637, a crowned harp and date letter was introduced, along with a maker’s mark system.


• I n 1731, the figure of Hibernia was introduced, and in 1807 the monarch’s head was added as the duty mark, giving Dublin five marks until 1890, when the monarch’s head was again dropped.


For 1975–2013 see page 12


1638-39 1639-40 1640-41 1641-42 1642-43 1643-44 1644-45


1645-46 1646-47 1647-48 1648-49 1649-50 1650-51 1651-52 1652-53
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Active Assay Offices – Dublin


1669-70 1670-71 1671-72 1672-73 1673-74 1674-75 1675-76 1676-77 1677-78 1678-79 1679-80 1680-81 1681-82 1682-83 1683-84 1685–87


1688-93 1694-95 1696–99


1699-1700 1701-02 1702-03 1703-04 1704-05 1706-07 1708-09 1710-11 1712-13 1714-15 1715-16 1716-17 1717-18 1718-19 1719-20 1720-21 1721-22 1722-23 1723-24


1724-25 1725-26 1726-27 1727-28 1728-29 1729-30 1730-31


1731-32 1732-33 1733-34 1734-35 1735-36 1736-37 1737-38 1738-39 1739-40 1740-41 1741-43


1743-44 1745 1746


1747 1748 1749 1750 1751-52 1752-53 1753-54 1754-56 1757 1758 1759 1760 1761 1762 1763


Silver


27


1653-54 1654-55 1655-56 1656-57 1657-58 1658-59


1659-60 1660-61 1661-62 1662-63


1663-64 1664-65 1665-66 1666-67 1667-68 1668-69
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Active Assay Offices – Dublin


1782 1783 1784 1785 1786 1787 1788 1789 1790 1791 1792 1793 1794 1795 1796 1797 1798 1799 1800


1801 1802 1803 1804 1805 1806


1807 1808 1809 1810 1811 1812 1813 1814 1815 1816 1817 1818


1819 1820 1821


1822 1823 1824 1825-26 1826-27 1827-28 1828-29 1829-30 1830-31


1831-32 1832-33 1833-34 1834-35 1835-36


1836-37 1837-38


1838-39 1839-40 1840-41 1841-42 1842-43 1843-44 1844-45 1845-46 1846-47 1847-48 1848-49 1849-50 1850-51 1851-52 1852-53 1853-54


SILVER


28


1764 1765 1766 1767 1768 1769 1770 1771 1772 1773 1774 1775 1776 1777 1778 1779 1780 1781
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Active Assay Offices – Dublin


1927 1928 1929 1930 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944


Silver


29


1854-55 1855-56 1856-57 1857-58 1858-59 1859-60 1860-61 1861-62 1862-63 1863-64 1864-65 1865-66 1866-67 1867-68 1868-69 1869-70 1870-71 1871-72


1872-73 1873-74 1874-75 1875-76 1876-77 1877-78 1878-79 1879-80 1880-81 1881-82 1882-83 1883-84 1884-85 1885-86 1886-87 1887-88 1888-89 1889-90


1890-91 1891-92 1892-93 1893-94 1894-95 1895-96 1896-97 1897-98 1898-99 1899-1900


1900-01 1901-02 1902-03 1903-04 1904-05 1905-06 1906-07 1907-08


1908-09 1909-10 1910-11 1911-12 1912-13 1913-14 1914-15 1915-16


1916 1917 1918 1919 1920 1921 1922 1923 1924 1925 1926


Up to 1931 the date letter was changed on 1 June. The Q of 1932 began on 1 January
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MIllING &THE BRITANNIA SILVER
STAN

@By 1660, the practice of dipping’—
paring a minute piece of silver from
the edge of coins — was rife. From
1697, the government issued coinage
with a milled edge to prevent this. In
order to render silver clippings useless
to a smith, the silver standard was
raised from 925 parts per thousand
(92.5%) to a purer 958.4 (95.84%).

@ This new standard was denoted b
two new marks, which replaced the

called the Britannia silver standard.

o

Britannia

Lion’s head

@ The Britannia standard remained
obligatory until June 1720, when the
sterling standard was reinstated along
with the old sterling marks.

@ On 1 December 1784, a tax was
imposed on silver. Intended as a
temporary duty, it lasted for 106
years. A mark showing the sovereign’s
head signified payment.

Introduction

s

(&)
George lll

1785-1820

Victoria
1837-90

@ From 1784 until 1890, five marks
appeared on English silver (sterlmg,
town, date, maker, sovereign’s head
From 1891 to the present day, only four
marks are used on most English silver
of the sterling or Britannia standard
(sterling, town, date, maker).

CONVENTION MARKS

@ From 1June 1976, some marks used

at certain assay offices in the United
Kingdom, Austria, Denmark Finland,

Ireland, Norway, Po
and Switzerland became legally
acceptable under an international
convention. These include a fineness
mark, a sponsor’s mark, a commo
control mark and an assay office mark.

(325

Common control mark

@ Marks for the common European silver
standard of 800 and 830 parts per
thousand are also included, but these
are not approved standards for articles
sold in Brit;

43IATIS
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Rococo Revival silver candelabra, by J C 7
Klinkosch & Robert Garrard, 58.20z
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SILVER

Introduction

@ Itisimpossible to assess the purity
of silver with the naked eye. To
prevent heavily alloyed silver being
passed off as purer silver, a process
was developed to test the purity of

all silve

@ In 1300, a mark was introduced. It
was applied to 5|Iverwares tested
for quality (assayed).
he stamp,

as the’King’s mark;

represented a lion's

head. This was called

Leopardshead  a’leopart’ an:

become the leopard's head of today.

@ 1In 1327, the Worshipful Company
of Goldsmiths began to enforce the
assay laws. As assaying was carried
out at Goldsmiths’Hall in London the
mark was referred to as a‘hallmark-

@ Silversmiths were often reluctant to
travel long distances to bring their
wares for assay. Many ignored the
law and sold their wares unmarked.
A dishonest minority produced
substandard wares. This threatened
to undermine the quarantee and so,
in 1363, the power to test precious
metals was granted to mayors of all
cities and boroughs.

@ Prior to ¢1350, few makers had marked
their wares with an identifying device.

Makers'marks became compulsory in
1363 so silversmiths who produced
substandard wares could be traced.

@ The supervisor of the tests was
re-elected annually, so, from 1478
in London, silver was marked with a
different letter each year.

@ When the alphabet was exhausted,
either the style of the letter or the
form of the shield background was
altered, and the cycle began again.
Other assay ofﬁces introduced similar
date lettel

B Lﬁ l ® ®
1721 1741 1781 1801

@ In 1544, the Goldsmiths' Company
introduced the lion passant mark. This
gradually replaced the leopard’s head
as the sterling mark.

@ The leopard’s head became increasingly
recognized as the London mark.

@ In 1560, York began to use a mark that
was half leopard, half fleur-de-lys.
Other cities to adopt marks at an early
stage were Exeter and Edinburgh.

@ The Goldsmiths’ guarantee of quality
he lion passant) was used by several
provincial assay offices, including
York, Newcastle, Chester and Exeter, in
conjunction with the town mark.
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Active Assay Offices — London

LONDON

o As early as 1180, an association of goldsmiths
existed in London

© n1327, the Worshlpful Company of Goldsmiths
was given the right to enforce the assay laws.

o Until 1378, all silver had to be taken to

Goldsmiths’Hall in the City of London for testing.

@ Silver of the required quality was marked with
the leopard's head. As other assay offices were
granted powers, this mark became associated
with the London Assay Office.

o The leopard'’s head was surmounted by a crown
between 1478 and 1821. Sometimes, between
1790 and 1820, especially on small articles, the
mark was omitted altogether.

B
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Introduction

THE HALLMARKING ACT OF 1973

@ The Hallmarking Act of 1973 stated

that each piece of silver must be

stamped with a sponsor’s mark (thi

has Iargely replaced the maker’s mark

and shows the person responsible for

manufacturing the piece), a standard
an assay office mark and a date

letter. The st standard marks are n

|dent|cal atall four Brmsh assay ofﬁces,

rampant in place of the lion passant.
SCOTTISH SILVER

@ In 1457, a standard for silver of no less
than 11 parts out of 12 (the equivalent

parts p )
in Scotland. A maker's mark and the
mark of the dene or deacon (the chief
office bearer of his craft in a town) was
also required. As the deacon would be
an active gold- or silversmith, a piece
of this date could appear to bear two
makers' marks.

@ By 1483, a quild system had been
established and the town mark was

Edinburgh 1485—

@1n 1681, a cycle of date letters was
introduced that remains in use today,
and the deacon’s mark was replaced
by the assay master’s mark.

@ In Edinburgh, from 1759, the assay
master’s mark was replaced by the
thistle. This was replaced by the lion
rampant in 1975. Otherwise, from
the mid 18thC, the duty marks and
optional marks used in Scotland
follow those used in Englan:

3 B2

1759-1975
Edinburgh

IRISH SILVER

@ In reland, from 1637, silver was

also used as a Dublin town mark

1637-1807.
=
g
Hibernia

Dublin
@ After 1731, a stamp showing the
seated figure of Hibernia was used as
Dublin's town mark.
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UNMARKED WARES

@ Asubstantial number of wares made
efore 1900 are incompletely marked
or not marked at all.

@ A piece may be part ofa Iarger set
produced stnctly to commission
marked only on one piece.
Altematlvely, it could be part ofa
ulti-piece item; for example, a
candleholder that would originally
have been attached to an inkwell. Or it
could simply be too small to mark.

IMPORTED SILVER

@ The Customs Act of 1842 stipulated
that all silver imported to Great
Britain or Ireland wasto be assayed

ed in a British assay office, a

requirement to be back dated to 1800.
This means that Continental silver
is sometimes stamped with Queen
Victoria’s head.

@ From 1904, all imported silver had to

be marked with the relevant standard
in decimal — for example, .925 for

sterllng silver, .958 for Britannia
silver. The Hallmarking Act of 1973
dispensed with the decimal point and,
whereas British silver of the Bntannla
standard is stampe
per thousand), imported sllver is still
marked simply 958.

Introduction

DUTY DODGERS
@ Following the imposition of the tax on
silver from 1784 to 1890, a number

of methods of avoiding the duty were
developed. These methods of ‘duty
dodgmg are seen as separate from the
innocent alterations to silverwares, and
from faking. Duty dodging had the sole
purpose of avoiding paying the levy.

@ One method involved the use of
transposed hallmarks. A high-quality
silver piece was sent to assay; the
stamped area was then removed and
inserted into a piece of inferior quality.
Hallmarks were also transposed from
small pieces to much larger items, as
the silver duty was partly based on
weight.

@ The evidence of duty dodging can be
hard to spot. One clue may be in the
position of the marks, which tended
to vary with fashion. For example, a
Queen Anne coffee pot would usually
be marked underneath the base,
whereas an 18thC coffee pot would
tend to be stamped on the rim.

@ The marks on early silver spoons, from
to 1690, were randomly applied
and it was not until ¢1700 that marks
began to be arranged in groups.

43IATIS
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SHEFFIELD

© By the middle of the 18thC, Sheffield was a major
manufacturing centre for silver.

he efforts of Matthew Boulton, a Blrmlngham
|ndustna||st, led to the Act of Parliament in which
Sheffield was established as an assay office in 1773.

o Until 1974, Sheffield's mark depicted a crown,
which featured along with the marks used at other
ssay offices.

© From 1975 the Tudor rose mark was used.

o Date letters were first used in 1773, starting with
E, and changed irregularly each year until 1824.
After this date the letters were arranged in
alphabetical order.
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BIRMINGHAM

o Assay office active since 1773.

o Markiis an anchor and i usually accompanied
by a lion passant, a date letter, a duty mark (the
sovereign’s head) and the maker’s initials.

o Today itis the Iargest assay office in the world
and handles more than 12 million items made
from precious metals every year.
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DUBLIN

o Although Dublin’s ity council decreed that
silver of the correc standard (coin) was to be
marl jon, aharpand a castle, Irish
silver was only sporadlcally marked.

@ In1637, a crowned harp and date letter was
introduced, along with a maker’s mark system.

@ In 1731, the figure of Hibernia was introduced,
and in 1807 the monarch’s head was added
as the duty mark, giving Dublin five marks
untlI 1890, when the monarch’s head was

again dropped.
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