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            PRE-ROMAN BRITAIN

         
 
         Britain prior to the Roman conquest was a country peopled by  Celtic tribes, often at war with each other but following a civilized  way of life on their own terms. Much of the evidence for  their areas of control comes from the second-century Greek  geographer Ptolemy, whose literary data has often been  supported by archaeological excavations. The Cantiaci covered  the area of modern Kent and part of Sussex as far as the Pevensey  district and may even have stretched beyond the Thames as far  as the Chiltern Ridge. Caesar mentioned four kings who  probably ruled different regions and who were hostile to Rome.  The Stour, the Medway and the Darent divided three of these  regions; the fourth was probably in the Weald. There were three  major oppida (or hillforts) in Kent – Bigbury, the precursor of  Canterbury, which was almost certainly destroyed by Caesar,  Quarry Hill, the precursor of Rochester, and Oldbury, which  controlled the Darent Valley. All these hillforts date to the early  first century BC.
         
 
         Most of the area was covered by isolated settlements and farmsteads usually surrounded by enclosures, many lying in the Medway and Stour valleys. The proximity of the area to the English Channel suggests commercial and possible tribal links with Gaul, and Caesar mentioned that the chief of the Suessiones, a tribe in north-east Gaul, had some control in Britain. Coinage found in Kent includes both locally struck and Gallo-Belgic coins indicating commercial contacts. As the Cantiaci were hostile to Caesar this may have affected subsequent relations with Rome. There are few deposits indicating rich imports and only the Aylesbury and Swarling cemeteries have shown any sign of wealthy burials. Towards the end of the first century BC coinage stops, which may have been due to expansion of the Atrebates into the area. Later coins of the Catuvellauni take their place as the area came under the control of that tribe, which also may have deliberately controlled their trading links.
         
 
         Ptolemy located the tribe of the Regni to the west of the Cantiaci. They were mainly centred on west and east Sussex as far as the Pevensey area. Their most important lands stretched from the edge of the Hampshire uplands to the cliffs of Beachy Head. Although the scarp slopes were uninhabitable they provided pasture for livestock. Settlements varied from large villages to isolated farmsteads, growing mainly wheat and barley and herding cattle, sheep and pigs. By the end of the first century BC much of the land suitable for cultivation had been colonized.
         
 
         There were some oppida, which may have been founded in the Neolithic period, for example the Trundle near to Chichester. Formidable oppida in Sussex existed at Selsey, Chanctonbury Rings and Cissbury, but smaller ones were added so that by the first century BC most of the prominent chalk hilltops had some protective structure with ramparts and ditches. These could have been used as tribal groupings for defence against hostile tribes or as stock enclosures. The fertile region attracted immigrants from the continent and there was an almost continual arrival of the tribe of the Belgae from Gaul, probably as a result of Caesar’s activities. This increased in the 60s and 50s BC, which links with Caesar’s comments that the chieftains of the Bellovaci, a Belgic tribe, fled to Britain to escape his advance into their territory. These incomers seemed to have settled in the area of the Thames Valley. The Belgae soon formed a well-defined group west of the Regni. Their main territory included an oppidum near the future town of Winchester and was extended later as far as Calleva. They had political and cultural links with both the Regni and the Atrebates as indicated by finds of pottery and coinage.
         
 
         Caesar mentioned that Commius, who had helped him on his second reconnaissance of Britain in 54 BC, ruled the tribe of the Atrebates in Gaul. Later Commius supported the Gallic chieftain Vercingetorix, and, when the latter was defeated, Commius fled to Britain together with his tribe. They settled in eastern Berkshire, Hampshire and Wiltshire, making a base at Calleva, the pre-Roman centre of Silchester. A large number of Celtic coins and evidence of settlement was found under the Roman town and also at Winchester. The territory may have extended as far as Dorchester-on-Thames but the Catuvellauni later absorbed this area. Hillforts include Bury Hill (Hampshire) and, in Wiltshire, Boscombe Down and West Yarnbury, which were probably defensive sites in times of trouble.
         
 
         The Catuvellaunian tribe occupied a large area covering parts of Hertfordshire, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire, and stretching into the Nene Valley and the Fenlands. Archaeological evidence is ambiguous about their origins, and the distribution of their coinage may represent trade and exchange rather than tribal immigration. Individuals probably drifted into the area before forming tribal communities. Yet their origins may lie in Caesar’s comments that a group of the Belgae had raided Britain and settled in the southern area.
 
         Caesar never mentioned the tribe by name but gives details of Cassivellaunus whose power lay north of the Thames and who founded a dynasty that became a major political force in pre-Roman Britain. Caesar implies that Cassivellaunus had been continually at war with other tribes but his influence was such that when the Romans arrived in 54 BC he united the tribes in resistance to a common enemy. He seems therefore to have been a king or a powerful tribal chieftain, who may have had a fortress at Wheathampstead. His power did not last long as nothing more is heard of him after his defeat by Caesar, which probably led to demise in his authority. Later, another leader, Tasciovanus, emerged with a centre at Verulamium but with territory covering Northamptonshire and central and south Berkshire. Roman goods found in cemeteries seem to indicate excellent contacts with Rome, which were continued by Tasciovanus’ successor Cunobelin who established a capital at Camulodunum.
         
 
         Ptolemy placed the tribe of the Trinovantes to the east by the Thames estuary with land stretching from at least Camulodunum to the mouth of the river. Caesar mentioned them, and implied that they were the most powerful tribe in Britain. Immigrants from the continent, who began to exploit the iron ore areas, probably joined native groups, and scattered groups of ironworking people are noted from the seventh to sixth centuries BC at West Harling (Norfolk) and Sheepen (Essex). Sherds of handmade pottery, based on continental metal prototypes, are common, in styles brought by newcomers from north-west France such as a dark fabric with a burnished exterior. A few hillforts were constructed in south and west Essex – Leighton Camp, Ambresbury Bank and Wallbury Camp – all defended by ramparts and ditches.
         
 
         In the late second century the Belgae began to move into the area, bringing with them gold coins in the Gallo-Belgic style, but the main wave of immigration did not appear until about 100 BC. In 54 BC Caesar relied on the Trinovantes as his ally as they were the traditional enemy of the Catuvellauni, especially as Cassivellaunus had defeated a Trinovantian king, whose son, Mandubracius, had fled to Caesar for protection.
         
 
         After Caesar’s departure in 55 BC the Trinovantes enjoyed a good relationship with Rome, honouring treaty obligations and establishing trading relations. Graves excavated at Welwyn (Hertfordshire), Welwyn Garden City (Hertfordshire) and Mount Bures have produced amphorae once holding imported wine and other goods imported from Rome. Later the Trinovantes joined the Catuvellauni to form a federation and seemingly established a joint capital at Camulodunum under Cunobelin, which developed into a thriving industrial, religious and cultural site. Much of their wealth came from salt. At least 1,000 saltern sites have been found which operated for different lengths of time between 400 BC and AD 450, most of these being active in about 100 BC.
         
 
         Although given a tribal name, the Durotriges or the Durotrages appear to have been composed of smaller groupings and their name is found later on inscriptions on Hadrian’s Wall where some of the tribe helped in rebuilding the Wall. The tribal area was Dorset and part of Somerset, giving an outlet to the Bristol Channel, but may have stretched as far as the New Forest. Hillforts in Dorset at Maiden Castle, Hod Hill, Hambledon Hill and Badbury Castle contained nucleated settlements of small huts set alongside streets. These also provided defensive places in time of tribal warfare and were to play a major role against the Roman advance along the southern coast.
 
         The tribe seems to have established trading links with Armorica and Brittany and this gave them access to the Atlantic and Mediterranean areas with major trading posts at Hengistbury Head and at Poole Harbour. Imports included large quantities of amphorae from Italy. Exports included iron ore, probably obtained from the Mendips on the border with the Dobunni tribe, copper and tin. Shale, suitable for jewellery and furniture, was obtained from the Kimmeridge area, grain from the Wessex hinterland and salt from the seashore. A pottery industry produced black burnished ware; pottery imports of north-west French cordoned ware were reproduced especially around Poole Harbour. In the second half of the first century BC, however, probably because of Caesar’s advances into Armorica, trade declined leading to the collapse of the lucrative Channel trade. As well as trade, farming played a major role. Grain, grown on small farms, and large numbers of animal bones suggest that cattle not only supplied food but also provided excess meat and leather for trade.
         
 
         The Dobunni, according to Ptolemy, lay to the north of the Durotriges, which would place them in the Worcestershire, North Somerset and Gloucestershire regions, but they seem also to have stretched along the Upper Thames valley, probably making contact with the Atrebates in the west. Atrebatian coins, stamped with their ruling kings, Bodvoc and Comux, are found in their territory and later Catuvellaunian coins appear. The Dobunni began to copy their coins about 35 BC.
         
 
         Major hillforts were sited at Worlebury (Somerset), Worcester, Bredon Hill (Worcestershire) and Wappenbury (Warwickshire), which may have been important meeting points for the Dobunni and their northern neighbours the Cornovii. Their territory also included the sacred springs at Bath dedicated to the goddess Sul that were later to be exploited by the Romans. This was also an important crossing point on the River Avon. Iron was extracted in the Forest of Dean and there was possibly some rivalry with the Durotriges for control of the lead mines in the Mendips.
 
         The Dumnonii, according to Ptolemy, were situated west of the Durotriges, seemingly in the south-west peninsular of Cornwall and Devon and therefore making them relatively isolated. This isolation possibly kept them from being a menace to neighbouring tribes and there is little evidence of Roman occupation in the region, apart from forts at Nanstallon and St Austell. They developed no coinage of their own and seem to have used those of the Durotriges and the Dobunni. Their main defensive structures were cliff castles and storage took place in fogous (underground rooms) similar to those found in Armorica. A cross-Channel and Atlantic trade had been established, mainly based on the export of tin and some lead obtained from trade with the Dumnonii. Isolated settlements in Devon were composed of huts set within multiple ditched enclosures for defence. In Cornwall, courtyard houses were surrounded by massive stonewalls. Some were placed together, as at Chysauster and Carn Euny, to form villages.
         
 
         Ptolemy placed the tribe of the Coritani (or Corieltauni) throughout Leicestershire and Lincolnshire and probably Rutland and most of Warwickshire. Their principal sites seem to have been in Leicestershire where Iron Age pottery was discovered in large quantities. Other sites with similar pottery included Ancaster and Old Sleaford in Lincolnshire. Old Sleaford was the site of an Iron Age mint where over 3,000 broken clay moulds testified to Coritanian coins being cast there. Large settlements with circular houses and ditched enclosures were the norm, one being excavated at Dragonby near Scunthorpe. Smaller settlements are found throughout the region, most consisting of small huts surrounded by a bank and ditch. One at South Ferriby on the south side of the Humber could have been a trading post as well as commanding this part of the Humber. There also seems to have been a strong cultural connection between the Coritani and the Belgae in the south but this must have been through trade, as there was no hint of invasion.
 
         There are few hillforts, some of the most important being in Leicestershire at Breedon Hill and Burrough Hill. None of the larger sites was surrounded by elaborate defences so it would appear that they did not fear threats from any neighbouring tribes; slight defences were to keep out animals and isolated intruders. Mixed farming took place on the light soils of the river valleys and on the limestone of the Jurassic ridge. Ironworking may have determined the site of some settlements, notably in south-west Lincolnshire, Rutland and Leicestershire, and good quality iron would have had a ready market, especially for exchange with neighbouring tribes.
         
 
         The tribe of the Cornovii was north of the Dobunni in the Shropshire–Cheshire area. Much of this area, especially in the south-west, was hill country with volcanic intrusions such as the Wrekin and the Clee Hills. The tribe had no distinguishing characteristics and seemingly had no distinctive metalwork or pottery except for that produced by small groups of potters working in the Malvern Hills region. There is little or no evidence of continental connections.
 
         There was a major hillfort on the Wrekin and a group of hillforts on the Welsh Marches – the Berth, Breiddin, Credenhill and Caer Caradoc being the main ones. Titterstone Clee commanded the Clee Hills and the approach to the Severn Valley from the south-east. In the north there were fewer hillforts. Old Oswestry (Shropshire) was one of the largest and Maiden Castle, Bickerton (Cheshire), was placed on the ridge of hill dominating the central part of the Cheshire Plain.
 
         There is some evidence of pre-Roman salt extraction in Cheshire and some lead extraction activity at Linley, but, as much of the land was hilly, pastoral activities dominated. Few traces of extensive cultivation have been found, one of the most intensive being on the south of the Long Mynd in Shropshire. There are examples of large enclosures, in which were rectangular or circular huts, but no large townships until the Romans occupied the area and moved the tribespeople from the Wrekin. They grouped round the Roman fort of Wroxeter, which later became Viroconium or civitas Cornoviorum, thus identifying the name of the tribe.
         
 
         Parisian culture, in the north-east, is defined by cemeteries of the so-called Arras culture, which began in the mid fifth century BC in the east Yorkshire region. A series of small long barrows, some surrounded by ditches, conceal burials, some with a person buried with a chariot or a cart; sometimes the chariots were upright and some had the wheels removed. These graves, as at Dane’s Graves, Eastburn and Wetwang Slack, ceased in the Late Iron Age, but were richly furnished, often having a joint of meat or a pot that had contained drink. At North Grimston, Bugthorpe and Grimthorpe there are single warriors buried with only their weapons, which may indicate a change of fashion, thus cutting down on the ritual. Barrows are scarce elsewhere in the region.
         
 
         These burial sites are comparable to those found in eastern France, especially Burgundy, and must refer to an influx of people from a tribe called the Parisii in the Paris region. One burial at Cowlam contained bracelets, necklaces and other jewellery in similar style to that found in Burgundy. This suggested immigration on a large scale similar to that of the Atrebates and the Belgae. Gallo-Belgic pottery found at North Ferriby on the north bank of the Humber suggests this was a trading post linked to Romanized Gaul and this might explain why the Parisii did not resist the Roman advance. Farming was mainly arable with evidence of grain being stored in granaries. Pasturing took place on the Wolds, where driveways often led from a central area to funnel into an enclosure where cattle could be kept away from crop-bearing areas. Major dike systems across the Wolds, which are not high enough to form defensive structures, may be ranch boundaries or form land divisions with separate areas for settlements, cemeteries, arable land and pasture. Late Iron Age settlements at Langton and Rudston were gradually replaced by Roman houses, which developed into villas, giving an impression of gradual change.
         
 
         The most important tribe in the north was almost certainly that of the Brigantes. Ptolemy said that their territory stretched from ocean to ocean. Certainly the Brigantes occupied a large tribal area with a possible southern boundary at the River Mersey, then stretching through the Peak District to beyond the Tyne–Solway line, which meant that later Hadrian’s Wall would form a barrier across their territory. Their name is Celtic for ‘the high hill dwellers’ and the Brigantes probably encompassed smaller groups under different names – the Carvetii in the Eden Valley (who later became a separate civitas), the Setantii of the Fylde area, the Textoverdi and Lopocares of Northumberland and the Gabrantovices of east Yorkshire, who would have come into contact with the Parisii. There were probably other similar groupings, all coming together in one large confederation possibly organized by an ancestor of Cartimandua. Tacitus called her pollens nobilitate (powerful in lineage). That such smaller groupings were possible is indicated by the physical geography of the area with its mountainous ranges and deep valleys. Their tutelary deity was the goddess Brigantia and dedications to her have been found in the region of Hadrian’s Wall, in the west Yorkshire area and especially at Birrens, where a relief has been found depicting the goddess in warrior guise. The tribal roots go back to the Bronze Age with incomers from Hallstatt and La Tène traditions as a result of trading connections.
         
 
         Surprisingly, given the mountainous area that the tribe covered, there were few hillforts; these were small but with substantial defences. They include Mam Tor (Derbyshire) and, in Yorkshire, Almondbury, which has origins in the Bronze Age, and Ingleborough where the defences surrounded Iron Age hut circles. There was a major promontory fort at Sutton Bank (Yorkshire). Most of these forts were not in use by the Late Iron Age and Stanwick (Yorkshire), laid out about the time of the Roman conquest, resulted from a matrimonial quarrel between Cartimandua and her husband. This fort also seems to have operated as a centre of tribal power and, judging by the pottery and the metalwork, as a distribution centre for long distance and local trade. On the whole it would seem that the Brigantes were not given to serious tribal warfare but were powerful enough to keep other tribes out of their area.
         
 
         Settlements ranged from groups of huts to isolated farms, many sited on hill slopes where sheep farming and cattle rearing would be normal practice. Mixed farming took place in lowland and valley areas as indicated by field systems. Sub-rectangular plots at Ledston (Yorkshire), for example, suggest grain cultivation and more evidence of this is provided by beehive querns, hand-powered mills for grinding grain, found throughout the Pennines. Native wealth probably lay in wool and hides with a side industry in keeping pigs. Pottery was produced in isolated settlements and use was made of wooden and leather vessels. Ironworking was carried out and bronze-working produced decorative metalwork for horses, cattle and weapons.
 
         To the west was the area of Wales with three main tribes. The two strongest were the Silures and the Ordovici. The Silures occupied the coastal plain and areas of Glamorgan and Monmouth and the valleys of the Black Mountains. There were a series of hillforts in the east of the territory but mainly the people, like those at Mynydd Bychan (Glamorgan), occupied small ditched settlements of timber circular huts, later replaced by stone ones, set within walled enclosures. Another settlement, excavated at Whitton (Glamorgan), showed round timber houses surrounded by rectangular ditched enclosures. Later, rectangular houses replaced the round houses, either due to a change of ownership or to a change of lifestyle.
 
         The Ordovici, situated to the north of the Silures, covered an area as far as the Cheshire border. They had hillforts but followed a mainly pastoral existence, with settlements consisting of enclosed farmsteads, and traded in lead and some gold. In the far south-west were the Demetae, again living in small enclosed settlements of circular huts. Their defensive structures were cliff castles similar to those found in Amorica. They were possibly the most peaceable of the Welsh tribes as later there was little Roman activity in their area. A smaller tribe, the Gangani, who may possibly have originated in Ireland, occupied the Lleyn Peninsula.
         
 
         Tribes in Scotland occupied the wildest part of Britain and the Romans never subdued those in the farthest north. The Romans came mainly into contact with the southern tribes, with whom they established reasonable, though somewhat wary, relations, and after the second century they rarely penetrated into the northern regions. The four largest tribes were the Selgovae, the Votadini, the Damnonii and the Novantae; later the Romans contained them to the south of the Antonine Wall. The Selgovae occupied the lowland area with a main hillfort on Eildon Hill North, which was occupied until the first century ad. The Votadini inhabited the eastern coastal region and the lowlands between the Tyne and the Clyde. Their main hillfort was Traprain Law, which continued as a main centre throughout the Roman period. The Damnonii occupied an area along the west coast to the Clyde to the north of the Novantae, who occupied the Galloway and Dumfriesshire area.
 
         There were also smaller tribes like the Epidii and Creones in the north and west and the Vacomagi and Venicones in the east. In the northern centre were the Maeatae and the Caledonii, who were temporarily defeated by Agricola in his last great campaign. Most of these tribes lived in settlements of stone-built houses or within walled enclosures surrounding huts and yards. Later their defences increased with widely spaced ramparts and ditches.
         
 
         In the Western Isles and the Orkneys and Shetlands numerous small chieftains had built brochs. These were tall stone-built towers, with living accommodation within the broch or set round the walled courtyard surrounding it, providing defensive positions. Later these were replaced by wheelhouses, which were less defensive than domestic. These were circular stone structures, which had radial stonewalls projecting into the interior from the outer wall. These may have supported roofs of wood or turf, thus forming interior rooms. At Clickhimin in Shetland the wheelhouse was inserted into the broch. The Roman fleet penetrated into those areas on reconnaissance, but did not attempt any hostile campaigns.
         
 
         This was the state of Britain before the arrival of the Romans. The northern areas of Scotland were never to be subjected to Roman rule and in the wilder parts of Wales, the lowlands of Scotland and northern England life probably continued much as before the conquest. In the southern areas the Romans realized that the hierarchy of tribal authority could be directed into their concept of administrative powers.
 
         This was probably because, in Celtic Britain, there was an established society based on systematic control. According to Caesar, in Gaul and most likely in Britain, there were two principal classes, the Druids and the Knights. The Druids represented the professional group of lawyers, judges, historians and priests having control of religion. The Knights, the warrior group, were divided with kings or chieftains having bands of retainers who served them in return for their keep and for prestige. Below these came the craftsmen working in metals and pottery, and at the lowest end of the scale came those who performed the menial tasks. Many of these were slaves working on the land or as servants to the upper groups. This hierarchical division between the ruling warrior class and the others was made clear after death, when the former were buried in graves containing chariots, jewellery, weapons and other personal objects.
         
 
         After the conquest the Druids were proscribed and hunted down while Celtic religious beliefs became syncretized with Roman deities. The Knights, the tribal leaders, were encouraged to adopt Roman lifestyles and if the older generation did not subscribe to these, as Tacitus indicated, the younger generation embraced the comforts and the concepts of a more civilized life, thus adopting Roman customs. Celtic tribal leaders did not wish to lose their power over their tribesman and control was kept by their acceptance of magisterial positions. This desire for comfort and control extended with the growth of towns and rural establishments such as villas. Almost unconsciously Celtic Britain was subsuming part of Roman belief and lifestyle and this would continue throughout the next three centuries. Yet this subsuming was only in part. A Celtic way of life would continue and reassert itself again in the fifth century AD. 
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            RELATIONS WITH ROME: HOSTILE AND PRACTICAL

         
 
         Britain is an island. As such it remained an enigma to Rome but  Rome also regarded its island people as a menace. Julius Caesar  complained that in almost all his campaigns in Gaul the Britons  had sent reinforcements to help the Gauls. The Britons may  have been attracted by a love of warfare or as mercenaries paid  for their services. Quantities of Belgic staters (coins) found in  Britain were possibly payments for these services. In 55 BC,  when Caesar had convinced himself that he had pacified Gaul,  the Veneti rose in revolt, as did their neighbours and men from  the British tribes. With some difficulty Caesar regained control,  subduing a number of tribes including the Morini and the  Menapii and destroying the Venetic fleet. The revolt, however,  focused his attention on Britain. He was aware that the Druidic  priesthood was a menacing presence, for the Gauls sent men  who wanted to make a more profound study of their rites to  Britain. As the Druids were one of the most vehement opponents  of the Romans this was a disturbing fact.
         
 
         Above all, Caesar had more definite plans. Caesar was an ambitious politician whose manoeuvrings were directed towards one goal – the enhancement of his reputation. Combining military prowess and administrative resourcefulness with a gift for oratory, he inspired both soldiers and civilians. His military campaigns, committed to writing, show a genius for propaganda devoted to the endorsement of self-interest and boundless ambition allied to ruthlessness to ensure his ends. He had been created Pontifex Maximus in 63 BC and Praetor in the following year. In the teeth of Senatorial opposition he secured a five-year command in Cisalpine and Transalpine Gaul with an extension into Dalmatia and Illyricum. Probably the Senate thought that this would keep him occupied for longer but his command enabled him to defeat an attempted invasion of the Helvetii and to subdue a German invasion in 58 BC. In 57 BC he defeated an uprising of Gallic tribes in north-west Gaul and received the surrender of tribes in Normandy and Brittany. Therefore he had, to his satisfaction, pacified Gaul and was ready to move on to Britain.
         
 
         There was another reason for going to Britain – the conquest of Oceanus. The Romans had two important water deities. Neptune was the god of the rivers and the sea, but Oceanus, the son of the Sky and the Earth goddess, was the begetter of all water deities. His rule over infinite waters was absolute and it was necessary to invoke his protection when crossing vast areas of water in order to avert disaster. The stretch of water between Britain and Gaul represented Oceanus, which in Roman minds marked the boundary of the known world. If Caesar crossed Oceanus and returned, having defeated the Britons and seemingly conquered the island, he would not only have indicated his mastery of Oceanus but would have ensured a military triumph in Rome, thereby promoting his political ambitions.
 
         Caesar remarked casually that he thought it would be advantageous to visit Britain, have a look at the inhabitants and make himself acquainted with the land, checking out the harbours and the landing sites. He said he had tried to get information about conditions in Britain from traders and merchants but they were reluctant to help him, either because they knew little beyond their trading activities or because they did not want to alienate their commercial connections. Caesar may have known more about Britain than he cared to admit because he wanted his invasion to have the appearance of a venture into an unknown and dangerous land. What presumably he did not know was how the native tribes would receive him and where the best landing places were situated. He therefore sent Gaius Volusenus, a trusted lieutenant, to check on the strength and character of the Britons, their methods of fighting and the places where his ships could successfully land.
         
 
         This reconnaissance aroused the suspicion of the Britons and probably the merchants, conscious of Caesar’s intentions, had also warned them. Some tribes, having information about the strength of the Roman troops and wary of what could happen, offered hostages to Caesar and indicated that they would submit to Roman rule. This suited Caesar who received their overtures gracefully and ordered them to agree to his terms. In addition he sent Commius, King of the Atrebates, a Belgic tribe living in north-west Gaul near Arras which had allied with Caesar, across the Channel. Commius had orders to move round the tribes urging them to accept Roman protection. Presumably Caesar thought that he would be received as an ally of the British tribes. Suspicious, however, of Commius’s intentions, the tribes imprisoned him in chains and he was not released until the end of Caesar’s campaign.
 
         Volusenus returned five days later and seemingly gave Caesar a favourable report of possible landing places, although he had not been able to land anywhere because of the hostility of the tribes. Caesar commandeered a fleet of 80 transports from the Gallic coastal areas, which could carry 2 legions, Legion VII and Legion X, implying a carrying capacity of 125 to 150 men per boat, together with a number of warships, which he had had built for the expedition against the Veneti. The warships, propelled by oarsmen, housed catapults and could carry archers and slingers who would provide covering fire for the legionaries when they landed. The sight of the ships alone would have been enough to alarm the Britons. What Caesar had not reckoned with was a contrary wind, which held up eighteen transports from joining the rest of the fleet. He had embarked the cavalry on these and their non-arrival was a serious problem for the expedition.
         
 
         He embarked at midnight on 26 August 55 BC from Portus Itus (Boulogne), probably arriving off the coast of Britain after daybreak on the following morning. He may have been taken aback to see that his welcome was not as he had anticipated. Hostile tribesmen, warned of his coming, were gathered on the cliff-tops prepared to repel any attempt to land. He therefore moved along the coast for seven (Roman) miles before beaching his warships on an evenly sloping beach, probably at Walmer or Deal, but leaving the transports at anchor. Unfortunately the tribesmen kept pace with him, also moving along the coast.
         
 
         Their aggressive tactics together with their uproarious clamour, part of their tribal warfare tactics, dismayed the Romans. In addition the heavily armed troops were aware that jumping into deep water could cause many casualties not only from drowning but being wounded by the javelins being flung at them. To disconcert the Britons Caesar ran some of the warships on to the beach on the enemy’s flank. The Romans could then train their catapults on to the Britons. In doing this Caesar was reasonably successful, but the day was saved when a soldier of Legion X jumped into the water invoking the gods and, according to Caesar, crying, ‘Jump down comrades unless you want the enemy to take our eagle. It shall be told that I did my duty to my country and to my general.’ This galvanized the Romans into action for the loss of the standard would not only be a disgrace but would bring severe punishment.
 
         Even so the attack of Celtic horsemen and the sheer tenacity of the opposition delayed the Romans making a secure landing. The lack of cavalry also meant that the Romans could not pursue the enemy, and Caesar is careful to explain that this was the one thing that prevented him from achieving his usual success. The cavalry had sailed four days after the rest of the fleet and when they did make headway a violent storm drove some ships back to harbour and scattered the rest. The Romans had no idea of tidal conditions in the English Channel and did not realize that a full moon causes the highest tides. The storm, which was probably a storm surge combined with a high tide and actuated by a deep depression in the North Sea area, also caused damage to the ships beached on the shore and to the transports which dragged their anchors. Many ships lost their anchors and their tackle, so that, as Caesar admitted, this caused the army great consternation. Probably the Romans feared that it was Oceanus’s revenge for their temerity at crossing his domain, thus preventing them from returning to Gaul.
         
 
         Caesar also seemed to have brought no supplies with him, relying on getting provisions from the land. To do this he sent out men to reap corn but the Britons harassed them with chariots swooping down to make short sorties. Caesar had not encountered chariot tactics in Gaul and he found it difficult at first to come to terms with them in Britain. Sheer dogged determination kept the Britons at bay. The Britons, however, were unused to prolonged warfare. Their tribal chieftains had collected their followers for battles but when none occurred they all began to drift away to return to their homesteads. The chieftains were then compelled to approach Caesar to seek terms. He secured the release of Commius and demanded hostages. This was agreed but when he got back to Gaul only two tribes sent hostages.
 
         In spite of the unsuccessful nature of the expedition – the lack of cavalry, the loss of ships and the evasive tactics of the Britons – Caesar deemed it a success. He had taken two legions across Oceanus and returned, assessed the battle tactics of the British tribes and secured hostages who would provide more information. In addition the Roman Senate granted him a public thanksgiving (supplicatio) of twenty days, the largest ever granted to a successful Roman general. Preparations could now be made for a second expedition.
         
 
         In 54 BC his expedition to Britain was much larger, which indicated that he anticipated a more difficult campaign and that he had conceived an undoubted respect for Celtic fighting tactics. Twenty-eight warships and 600 transports were either ordered to be built or commandeered, and Caesar urged on their construction so that they would be built over the winter months. The transports were lower and broader than those usually constructed in order to carry more cargo and draught animals and to be easily beached on the shore. All the ships were fitted out with oars as well as sails to make them manoeuvre more easily. He gathered the ships at Boulogne where 5 legions (25,000–30,000 men) and 2,000 cavalry could be embarked. Sixty transports did not arrive because of the weather and probably fewer men were transported in each boat, which would allow them to carry more equipment.
         
 
         Even with these precautions the crossing was not without incident. He set sail at the beginning of July but at about midnight the wind dropped and tidal currents caused the fleet to drift far off course. Luckily, when the tide turned, the oarsmen, a vital addition on the ships, were able to row towards Britain. The fleet landed on a soft and open beach, a place that Caesar had marked out on the previous year. This is thought to have been between Deal and Sandwich. This time the landing was unopposed which puzzled Caesar but he later learned from Britons who had been captured that the tribes had been alarmed by the sight of so many ships and withdrawn inland.
 
         Caesar was therefore able to disembark his legions successfully and make camp. Hating any delay in attacking an enemy, he left 10 cohorts of legionaries and 800 cavalry to guard the camp and moved the rest forward on what was apparently a night mission. Twelve (Roman) miles further he encountered the Britons on high ground overlooking a river, probably the River Stour. They failed to bar his way with their chariots and retreated to what Caesar indicated was a ‘well-fortified position of great natural strength’, which, it has been suggested, was the hillfort of Bigbury. The Britons sent out raiding parties to stop the Roman advance but to no avail. Soldiers of Legion VII formed a ‘tortoise’, advanced and captured the fort, but did not pursue the enemy, as Caesar was uncertain of the ground. He was always a cautious general, carefully assessing a situation before deciding on the best strategy.
         
 
         Instead he fortified his position, and then the next morning sent out cavalry and infantry to seek out the enemy. Unfortunately he received news from a messenger sent by Quintus Atrius, whom he had left in charge of the base camp, that a storm in the night had damaged almost all the ships as many had dragged their anchors and the cables had not held. At least forty ships had been lost and Caesar had to recall his pursuit of the enemy and devote time to ordering repairs to be made. He returned to the beach, noted the damage and sent a message to Labienus, his able general in Gaul to build more ships. He ordered all the ships to be beached and enclosed within a fortification. All this took ten days to complete, and perhaps he might be blamed for this delay; given what had happened in the previous year, he might have anticipated what could occur.
 
         The delay gave the Britons time to regroup. For once they set aside their tribal differences, choosing as their leader Cassivellaunus, chief or king of the Catuvellauni, who inhabited a large area north of the Thames. This was a notable advance in cooperation amongst the tribes because, as Caesar said, Cassivellaunus had repeatedly attacked neighbouring tribes. His tribal forces now followed their own battle tactics using chariots and cavalry to make frequent attacks on the Romans. Even though he had met chariots on his previous visit, Caesar had ignored their effectiveness; the tactics of the charioteers particularly alarmed the Romans. These men skilfully guided the chariots towards the Romans, allowing their warriors to jump down to fight, and then leap back on to dash away. Legionaries could not pursue them in their heavy armour and did not leave their tight formations. The cavalry seemed bewildered by the speed of the chariots. It took time for Caesar to work out a solution to this problem.
         
 
         The Romans needed to strike a decisive blow and this almost came the next day when the Britons attacked a Roman foraging party. Gaius Trebonius, one of Caesar’s generals, with three legions and the whole of the cavalry managed to stop this attack, driving the enemy away and pursuing them so that their flight became a rout. As usual, in the face of determined onslaught, the Britons became disheartened. They slipped away and only Cassivellaunus with his tribe offered resistance. He retreated beyond the Thames but Caesar found a point where the Thames was fordable. (Suggestions for the location have ranged from Brentford to the City of London.) Caesar said that stakes lined the riverbank and were inserted into the riverbed. Bede, in his Ecclesiastical History of England, written in the eighth century AD, gave a succinct history of the two invasions and mentioned that the remains of the stakes are still to be seen, but Sheppard Frere suggests these might be remains of the first London Bridge.
         
 
         The river did not deter the Romans. It was forded, the enemy were overpowered and the Romans advanced north of the Thames causing Cassivellaunus’s army to melt away. Only his charioteers kept faith, darting out at the Romans from the dense woodlands. Cassivellaunus knew that the Romans would plunder the country for supplies and therefore he carried out a scorched earth policy to deprive them of provisions. Caesar appeared to have been so worried by this that he determined to bring the Britons to battle.
         
 
         He was assisted in this by the action of another Celtic tribe. Mandubracius, a prince of the Trinovantes, had previously gone to Gaul to put himself under Caesar’s protection, having been alarmed when Cassivellaunus had invaded Trinovantian territory in the Essex region and killed his father. The Trinovantes suddenly sent messages to Caesar promising the surrender of the tribe and assuring Caesar that they would assist him provided that he would protect them against Cassivellaunus and bring back Mandubracius to rule as their king. Caesar demanded forty hostages and large quantities of grain. Both were promptly sent.
 
         Urged on by this, the Cenimagni, Segontiaci, Ancalites, Bibroci and Cassi surrendered to Caesar, probably seeking his protection. They had possibly been at war with Cassivellaunus or been menaced by him, as Caesar said that before his arrival there had been a constant state of war in Britain. Caesar ordered them to provide information about Cassivellaunus’s stronghold, protected by forests and marshes, possibly the hillfort of Wheathampstead (Hertfordshire). Meanwhile Cassivellaunus had ordered four kings in the Kentish region, Cingetorix, Carvilius, Taximagulus and Segovax, to attack Caesar’s naval camp. This attack was repulsed and Cassivellaunus, realizing that he that he was losing the conflict and aware that his forces could melt away before he could strike a decisive blow, approached Caesar, using Commius as an intermediary, to seek terms of surrender.
 
         Caesar wanted to end the conflict as he wished to return to Gaul, fearing that the Gallic tribes might revolt. Autumn would also bring adverse weather conditions and it was necessary to get all his troops across the Channel safely. He therefore demanded hostages, imposed an annual tribute on the British tribes and ordered Cassivellaunus not to attack the Trinovantes and Mandubracius. Once the hostages had arrived he returned to the camp and satisfied himself that some of the ships were seaworthy. He embarked for Gaul in two trips, cramming into the remaining ships his army, prisoners and hostages. Luckily the sea was calm so that all arrived safely in Gaul.
         
 
         It is surprising that in spite of intensive investigation nothing has been found of Caesar’s visits to Britain. One suggestion has been that a large number of coin hoards in Kent and Essex, dated to this period, may be linked to the alarm caused by Caesar’s campaigns. Deposits made by people who had fled from the conflict also might explain those hoards found in Suffolk.
 
         In his account of the invasion of Britain in the Gallic Wars, Caesar probably exaggerated his success. He ignored his near disaster in 55 BC but in 54 BC he presumably thought that he had subdued Britain and that the island was ready to submit to Roman rule. He had negotiated a surrender treaty (deditio) with Cassivellaunus and with other British tribes and arranged that they would pay a yearly tax (vectigal). These are technical terms. A deditio implied that the inhabitants of the area would pay the tax to Rome because they were under its domination. The Senate was supposed to follow this up by ratifying Caesar’s arrangements, thus beginning the process of turning Britain into a Roman province. The kings and chieftains in Britain would become client rulers of Rome under Roman protection. If Caesar, however, had intended to make another expedition there was no opportunity because the Gallic tribes began to revolt under the leadership of Vercingetorix and Caesar was forced to concentrate on putting down massed rebellion. The Senate lost interest in Britain and when Gaul was made a province in 51 BC it was declared to be from ‘mare nostrum’ to Oceanus, thus ignoring Britain. Later, in 31 BC, in a long speech made to his army, Mark Anthony refers to areas that the Romans had subjugated but pointedly refers to them merely as having ‘passed over the sea into Britain’.
         
 
         Britain was far from Rome. There was no administration that could compel the tribes to pay tribute. Probably Cassivellaunus and Mandubracius would pay, having recent knowledge of what the Romans could do. Strabo implies that the tribute was not paid but, with heavy duties on imports and exports, there was no need to garrison the island. He said that at least one legion and some cavalry would be needed to exact tribute money and that this was not worth the expense. In addition, the Romans now felt that they had little to fear from Britain.
 
         There were other changes. Commius, who had been sent by Caesar to spy out the land, turned against Caesar when Vercingetorix made his last stand, avoided several attempts to kill him and fled with many of his tribe to Britain. They settled in the Hampshire and West Sussex districts, eventually establishing a capital at Calleva (Silchester). Coin evidence suggests that Commius had three sons, Tincommius, Eppillus and Verica. Commius seems to have been succeeded by Tincommius in about 25 to 20 BC. Coins of his reign start to bear the word REX, which suggests either that he was enhancing his position by boasting of a friendship with Rome, or that contact, even perhaps a treaty, with Rome had led to the grant of a title. If so, the treachery of his father Commius had been forgiven or forgotten.
         
 
         This group of Belgic settlers embedded themselves deeply in the area and became a rival to the Catuvellauni and the Trinovantes. Either Cassivellaunus or his successor Tasciovanus moved his capital from Wheathampstead to Prae Wood, which later was the site of Verulamium on the evidence of coins with a mint-mark VER. Some coins are stamped with a rider on a horse blowing a carnyx, the Celtic war trumpet, which may indicate power or military achievement. In the Essex region Mandubracius ruled over the Trinovantes. Having sought help from Caesar they probably relied on Roman protection or at least the promise of it. In addition there was a natural drift of people into Britain for a variety of reasons. Merchants found a ready market; Druids came to study what was considered to be the purest form of their religion; fugitives sought shelter from Roman domination in Gaul. The tribes in Britain were probably well aware of what was happening in Gaul.
         
 
         By now Octavius, having become emperor with the title Augustus, was fully occupied with establishing his power in Rome. There seems to have been some unrest in Britain for Dio Cassius said that twice he had moved into Gaul with the intention of invading Britain – in 34 BC in emulation of his father Julius and in 27 to 26 BC. But Augustus was distracted by problems in other parts of the empire, especially those of tribes beyond the Rhine and the Danube, a revolt of the Salassi and hostilities of the Asturians and the Celtiberians. About the same time Horace in one of his Odes implied that Augustus was serious about moving against Britain, once asking the goddess Fortuna to protect Augustus, ‘soon to go to Britain, furthest of earth’s people’. Frere has suggested that these moves were either to complete what Caesar had begun or because new rulers had not been so amenable in accepting the former treaty terms.
         
 
         Another king in Essex according to inscribed coins was Addedomaros. He was succeeded by Dubnovellaunus, who probably invaded from south of the Thames. Power shifted again for he was driven out of his capital at Camulodunum either by Tasciovanus or his son Cunobelin, who were extending Catuvellaunian power to the west. Dubnovellaunus seems to have fled to seek help from Augustus, for the Res Gestae, the inscription dated to AD 7 set up in Rome by Augustus to record his deeds, mentioned that Dubnovellaunus and Tincommius, kings from Britain, sought help from Augustus as suppliants. If they did, Augustus took no action. The result was that the Catuvellauni had now taken over the Trinovantian area in defiance of, or indifference to, the command of Caesar. But Caesar had left Britain fifty years previously and the Roman invasion was just a memory. In any case the Roman army had suffered a great defeat in AD 9 when 3 legions, 15,000 strong, were destroyed in the Teutonic forests and, even though this did not mean that Rome intended to give up an interest in the northern areas, Augustus was occupied elsewhere.
         
 
         Eppillus had now supplanted Tincommius. He and his successor Verica struck coins bearing the title REX, a word employed by rulers who wished to emulate Roman power. As the designs on these coins were derived from those on Roman coins, they might have been the result of Roman craftsmen who had visited Britain. Probably Augustus thought it easier to give these kings recognition as client kings even though this led to the expansion of the kingdom into that of neighbouring territories. British rulers also established tribal centres – Calleva, Camulodunum and Verulamium – thereby setting up seats of political and religious power.
 
         It is therefore possible that Cunobelin and Verica are the kings whom Strabo mentioned as keeping on good terms with Augustus by sending embassies and offering courtesies to Rome, even making offerings on the Capitol. Courtesies were also paid in AD 16 when some Roman soldiers were shipwrecked on the British coast during a storm in the North Sea for they were safely returned to Gaul. Gestures these might have been but they appear to have kept the Romans generally happy about the situation in Britain. By now, according to Strabo, Britain was exporting goods to Rome – corn, silver, gold and iron, together with hunting dogs – and there appears to have been a thriving slave trade. Strabo indicated that occupying Britain would have disadvantages for at least one legion and some cavalry would be needed to exact tribute money from them and this could lead to further dangers.
         
 
         The Romans remained cautious when Cunobelin extended his kingdom into Kent and moved into the Upper Thames region. This kingdom may have extended further west. Dio Cassius indicated that Cunobelin extended political control over the tribe of the Bodunni, which certainly is the Dobunni. Towards the east Cunobelin’s coins are found in Icenian territory and in Cantian territory, indicating that his power extended north and south of the Thames, thus giving him control over river traffic. His actions are entirely compatible with normal Celtic intertribal warfare. Suetonius may have been right in referring to him as Britannorum rex (King of the Britons). Epaticcus, another of Tasciovanus’s sons, carved out territory for himself from Verica’s area and may even have taken over Calleva. The Emperor Tiberius was not willing to interfere in Britain even as Cunobelin seized more and more land, presumably believing that Cunobelin was strong enough to keep his area peaceful and not hostile to Rome.
         
 
         Cunobelin ruled for over thirty years, thus justifying Tiberius’s belief. His strong relations with Rome are indicated by the wealth of rich burials of the aristocracy, many of these containing amphorae that had held imported wine. His coinage became increasingly Romanized. In AD 39, however, there seems to have been some dispute in Cunobelin’s household. Cunobelin had several sons which, given the Celtic disposition for violent quarrels, would result in disharmony. One of the sons, Adminius, was driven out and fled across the Channel seeking help from the Emperor Gaius Caligula. Caligula seems to have toyed with the idea of invading Britain but Oceanus still had terrors for the Romans for Dio recounted that Caligula first lined up the legions on the shore facing Britain, then sailed out in a trireme, turned and sailed back again. Instead of embarking the troops he ordered them to pick up seashells.
         
 
         Caligula had obviously not made any preparations to invade Britain. What he was good at was ‘spin’. He claimed that the seashells gave him victory over Oceanus, proclaimed himself Britannicus, and to commemorate his so-called victory built a lighthouse at that place (now Boulogne). The lighthouse survived until 1644 when part of the cliff on which it was standing gave way. Caligula had obviously been faced with something more serious than Oceanus, probably a mutiny on the part of the troops who were still uneasy at having to cross the Channel, especially as they were led by an emperor with so little military experience.
         
 
         Thus matters stood in Britain until about AD 40 or 41 when Cunobelin died. He had remained on good terms with the Romans but his death led to a shift of control. He was succeeded by two sons, Caratacus and Togidubnus, who had no sense of Roman power nor of its long reach. They divided the kingdom between them and immediately began attacking neighbouring tribes to expand their respective territories. This included an attack on the Atrebates which drove out Verica, who immediately fled to Rome and appealed for help from the new Emperor Claudius. Rome’s attention now became firmly fixed on Britain. 
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