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If you liked this, you’ll love…



A LETTER

To my dearest daughter Lucy,



I am writing you this long letter to tell you a little about our family history. I want to tell you about the time when your mother and I were married. But mostly, I want to tell you about why we named you Lucy.



Lucy was the name of your mother’s dearest friend. She died in a sad and terrifying way. What happened to Lucy was so frightening that I do not want you to read this letter until you reach your 18th birthday.



What I have to tell you may sound far-fetched, even ridiculous. But believe me, my dearest Lucy, every word is true.



From your loving father,

Jonathan.


CHAPTER ONE


WELCOME TO CASTLE DRACULA


The story begins in 1897. Your mother and I were engaged to be married. I was a young lawyer, working in London. I’d just been given my first proper job: to go all the way to the remote region of Transylvania in the country of Romania. I was to visit a very important client who wished to buy a big house near London. This client was a very rich man: Count Dracula. His name sends shivers down my spine even now.

You can imagine my excitement! It was the first time I’d been out of England, the first time I’d travelled by boat, the first time I could speak the French and German I’d learnt at school.

I enjoyed every minute of my trip until I reached the village of Bistritz in Romania. There my sleep was plagued with terrible nightmares.
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