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Once upon a time, there lived an old kingwho faced a difficult problem. Who shouldbe the next king? Usually the crown wentto the king’s oldest son, but his sons weretriplets. They were all exactly the same age!
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There was strong Edmund, clever Crispinand gentle Jack. The king thought for a while.Then he smiled. “I know,” he said, “I'll set three tests to see who will makethe best king.”
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The first test was to see who could makeSir Gallant drop his sword.


Edmund disarmedthe knight with a single swing of his heavy sword.


Crispin wasn’t as strong,but he was cunning.


He tripped Sir Gallantand stole his sword.
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Jack wasn’t strong or cunning.


He fought bravely, but was soon knockedright off his feet into a market stall.


“Jack will never be king!” laughed his brothers.“I’m so sorry,” Jack said to the merchant.


He dropped his sword with a clatter and began to tidy up. “I’ll pay for everything,” he said.


The merchant smiled. “Thank you, Jack.


You’re very kind.”
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