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Get the most from this book


Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it — personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.


Track your progress


Use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  tested yourself



•  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers and complete the quick quizzes





You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.


Features to help you succeed
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Exam tips


Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam.
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Typical mistakes


The authors identify the typical mistakes candidates make and explain how you can avoid them.
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Now test yourself


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are at the back of the book.
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Key words


Clear, concise definitions of essential key words are provided where they first appear.
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Revision activities


These activities will help you to understand each topic in an interactive way.
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Exam practice


Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Summaries


The summaries provide a quick-check bullet list for each topic.
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Online


Go online to check your answers to the exam questions and try out the extra quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes
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My revision planner


Core ideologies


1 Liberalism


Origins of liberalism


Main beliefs of liberalism


Main strands of liberalism


Core ideas of liberalism


Tensions within liberalism


2 Conservatism


Origins of conservatism


Main beliefs of conservatism


Main strands of conservatism


Core ideas of conservatism


Tensions within conservatism


3 Socialism


Origins of socialism


Main beliefs of socialism


Historical materialism, class analysis and fundamental goals


The nature of socialism


Revisionist socialism


Core ideas of socialism


Tensions within socialism


Other ideologies


4 Nationalism


Origins of nationalism


Core concepts


Types of nationalism


Core ideas of nationalism


Tensions within nationalism


5 Feminism


Origins of feminism


Main waves of feminism


Core ideas of feminism


Key debates within feminism


6 Multiculturalism


Origins of multiculturalism


Debates around the nature of multiculturalism


Main strands of multiculturalism


The critical view of multiculturalism


Core ideas of multiculturalism


Key debates within multiculturalism


7 Anarchism


Origins of anarchism


The autonomy of the individual


Opposition to the state


Opposition to and abolition of coercive relationships


Society without the state


Individualist anarchism


Collectivist anarchism


Core ideas of anarchism


Tensions within anarchism


8 Ecologism


Origins of ecologism


The intrinsic relationship between humankind and nature


Sustainability


Dark green ecologism


Light green ecologism


Social ecology


Core ideas of ecologism


Tensions within ecologism


Glossary


Answers and quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads





Countdown to my exams
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6–8 weeks to go





•  Start by looking at the specification. Make sure you know exactly what material you need to revise and the style of the examination. Use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to familiarise yourself with the topics.



•  Organise your notes, making sure you have covered everything on the specification. The revision planner will help you to group your notes into topics.



•  Work out a realistic revision plan that will allow you time for relaxation. Set aside days and times for all the subjects that you need to study, and stick to your timetable.



•  Set yourself sensible targets. Break your revision down into focused sessions of around 40 minutes, divided by breaks. These Revision Notes organise the basic facts into short, memorable sections to make revising easier.





[image: ]







[image: ]


2–6 weeks to go





•  Read through the relevant sections of this book and refer to the exam tips, summaries, typical mistakes and key terms. Tick off the topics as you feel confident about them. Highlight those topics you find difficult and look at them again in detail.



•  Test your understanding of each topic by working through the ‘Now test yourself’ questions in the book. Look up the answers online (see weblink below).



•  Make a note of any problem areas as you revise, and ask your teacher to go over these in class.



•  Look at past papers. They are one of the best ways to revise and practise your exam skills. Write or prepare planned answers to the questions in the ‘Exam practice’ sections in the book. Check your answers online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads




•  Try different revision methods. For example, you can make notes using mind maps, spider diagrams or flashcards.



•  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.
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One week to go





•  Try to fit in at least one more timed practice of an entire past paper and seek feedback from your teacher, comparing your work closely with the mark scheme.



•  Check the revision planner to make sure you haven’t missed out any topics. Brush up on any areas of difficulty by talking them over with a friend or getting help from your teacher.



•  Attend any revision classes put on by your teacher. Remember, he or she is an expert at preparing people for examinations.
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The day before the examination





•  Flick through these Revision Notes for useful reminders – for example, the exam tips, typical mistakes and key terms.



•  Check the time and place of your examination.



•  Make sure you have everything you need — extra pens and pencils, tissues, a watch, bottled water.



•  Allow some time to relax and have an early night to ensure you are fresh and alert for the examinations.
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1 Liberalism


Liberalism is a political ideology with the individual and their rights at its core. This chapter will explore the origins of liberalism, both classical and modern, and its key thinkers in relation to human nature, the state, society and the economy before looking at the similarities and differences between them.


Origins of liberalism





•  The roots of liberalism can be found in the Enlightenment of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.



•  Early liberalism argued that humans were born both free and morally equal and no one naturally has a right to rule over others. This directly attacked the natural form of government of the time, absolute monarchy.



•  It promoted a belief in reason, rather than faith, and advocated the importance of the individual and freedom.



•  Early liberalism was radical and potentially revolutionary, with its ideas central to the American Declaration of Independence of 1776 and the French Declaration of the Rights of Man of 1789.



•  Liberalism has developed different variants. Classical liberalism dominated until the late nineteenth century and modern liberalism has dominated since that time.
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Typical mistake


When studying ideologies, it is often assumed that the idea is directly linked to the party of the same name, e.g. liberalism and the Liberal Democrats. Liberal ideas can be found in a range of different parties including the Liberal Democrats, the Conservatives and Labour as well as both main parties in the USA.
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Main beliefs of liberalism





•  Freedom and the individual. Freedom is central to all liberals as it benefits the individual; however, there is debate among liberals about how to define freedom.



•  Human nature. Liberals have an optimistic view of human nature as rational and reasonable; however, classical liberals focus on humanity’s natural qualities and ability of the individual to satisfy their desires, whereas modern liberals focus on what the individual can become given the right conditions, such as a proper education.



•  The role of the state. Classical liberals see a minimal role for the state, as it has the potential to restrict individual liberty. Modern liberals favour a more interventionist role for the state in order to ensure that everyone has the same life chances.



•  Society. Debates emerge in liberalism over how to promote and protect a diverse, tolerant society and over the nature of the relationship between society, freedom and the individual.



•  The economy. One of the deepest debates among liberals is about the role of the state in the economy. Classical liberals favour free-market capitalism to drive economic creativity and prosperity for all, whereas modern liberals favour state intervention in the economy to ensure that all can flourish.
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Exam tip


Liberalism has evolved over time in reaction to events and other ideologies. It is worth noting in particular how liberal ideas evolved in response to the emergence of modern, industrialised societies.
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Main strands of liberalism


Classical liberalism (late seventeenth to late nineteenth centuries)


Classical liberalism can be seen to have the following distinctive features:





•  Radical politically. Government by consent promoted the idea that government should represent the will of the people rather than be the master of the people.



•  Radical in gender terms (true for some classical liberals). The optimistic view that humans are rational was extended by a few classical liberals, such as Mary Wollstonecraft, to include women as well.



•  Egotistical individualism. Humans are self-seeking, rational and independent, although this does involve practising restraint and some level of cooperation with others. Society is comprised of individuals rather than social groups.



•  Negative freedom. The belief in liberty leads classical liberals to define liberty in terms of absence of restraint, leaving the individual free to pursue their own view of the good life. The state can only legitimately intervene to prevent harm to others.



•  Night-watchman state. The state must act only to protect ‘the peace, safety and public good of the people’, according to John Locke. It only has the right to impose its power on the basis of the harm principle in order ensure the widest possible freedom.



•  Free-market capitalism. The market economy, based around property rights, can deliver prosperity for the individual and society provided there is free trade and competition. The state must not interfere with free trade and competition by using subsidies or taxes or promoting monopolies. However, the state has a crucial role in ensuring property is protected and contracts are enforced.
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Key thinker


John Locke (1632–1704)


John Locke was a key thinker in classical liberalism, with his work, Two Treatises of Government (1690), attacking the idea that the monarchy has a natural right to rule over others and establishing a liberal justification for a minimal state.





•  Locke argued that humans are naturally free, equal and independent and are not naturally under the authority of any other body or person.



•  He imagined life before the state – a state of nature – to understand why humankind created the state. Locke’s state of nature is not a state of war but rather a state of peace.



•  Locke argued that in the state of nature humans are perfectly free. They are equal, with natural rights such as the right to property and bound by the law of nature, where no one should harm another in respect of their life, liberty or possessions.



•  In the state of nature, there would be clashes of interests between free individuals, which might limit individuals’ ability to advance their own happiness. As rational beings, individuals would enter into a social contract to form the state, so that it could act as a neutral umpire to resolve these clashes.



•  The state is a creation of humankind, established to protect and enhance natural rights. It only emerges because the people consent to create it.



•  The state is created by the consent of the people and that consent is ongoing. When the state breaks the contract by not protecting and enhancing natural rights, the people can withdraw their consent and replace the government. For many classical liberals, the American Revolution was a perfect example of this approach in practice.



•  The state is further limited by the principle of constitutionalism, with a clear separation of powers between the executive and legislature to prevent the abuse of power. The legislature should be the supreme power, but is only a fiduciary power.



•  The state should represent directly the will of property-owning individuals.
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Exam tip


It is worth comparing and contrasting the different attitudes of Locke and Hobbes to human nature and the state of nature in order to get a deeper understanding of both.
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Key thinker


Mary Wollstonecraft (1759–97)


Mary Wollstonecraft was committed to extending liberal thinking, in particular in relation to gender equality in society through her key work, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792).





•  Wollstonecraft had an optimistic view of human nature, seeing humanity at its core as rational while pointing out that the existing state and society promoted the view that women were not rational as women had no formal equality. This makes them like slaves in a political and civil sense.



•  Women should have formal equality: the right to property, as this right is crucial to freedom and individualism; the right to education, to allow reason to prosper; and the right to vote, to ensure that there really is government by the consent of all.



•  Within marriage, women should be granted the right to divorce and protection against domestic violence. The right to property and employment would mean that women would not need to marry out of financial necessity.



•  By granting formal equality and giving women access to education, the state would increase society’s resources of intellect, wisdom and morality to enable social and economic progress.



•  Wollstonecraft was also a key opponent of custom, tradition and practice that formed the basis for the divine right of kings and rule by the aristocracy. She argued these gave no basis for accepting laws or the government and were thus irrational, oppressive and ignorant concepts.



•  In its place, Wollstonecraft argued for republicanism, formal equality for all and the constitutional protection of individual rights.
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Now test yourself





1  According to Locke, when is it justified for the individual to overthrow the government and replace it?



2  On what basis do classical liberals argue that the state should be limited?



3  Why can Wollstonecraft be seen as a radical for her time?





Answers online
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Exam tip


It is worth comparing Mary Wollstonecraft, who defended the revolution in France (1789), with the conservative thinker Edmund Burke’s Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790) and his defence of custom, tradition and established practice.
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Key thinker


John Stuart Mill (1806–73)


John Stuart Mill provided the bridge between classical liberalism and modern liberalism by developing early liberal thinking on freedom and individualism, especially through his key work, On Liberty (1859).





•  Mill developed the concept of negative freedom, arguing that freedom was the absence of restraint as this leaves the individual free to pursue their own view of the good life.



•  The law is only justified in preventing other-regarding actions that harm the freedom of others but not in regulating self-regarding actions to protect the individual’s own good.



•  Mill saw liberty as more than a natural right. He saw it as the key to the ongoing development and learning of the individual, especially when they experience education. This focuses more on what the individual has the potential to become rather than what they are now.



•  Liberty is the driver of progress for the individual and allows them to achieve their individuality. This is best for the individual and also best for society, as a ‘diversity of character and culture’ enables reasoned debate, discussion and argument to drive a society forward.



•  Mill attached great importance to education, criticising the hedonism of early liberal thinking. He distinguished between the lower pleasures (those of the body such as eating and drinking) and the higher pleasures of the mind.



•  The role of the state, via education, is to enable people to constantly improve their mind and so increase their higher pleasures. This is summed up in Mill’s declaration that he would prefer to be ‘Socrates dissatisfied than a fool satisfied’.



•  In order to foster diversity, Mill argued that government and society should be limited by the harm principle.



•  Mill worried that Locke’s principle of representative government could lead to ‘tyranny of the majority’ with the coming of universal suffrage, especially without a well-educated electorate. He feared the majority would infringe on the individualism of the minority by voting only for their own narrow-minded interests.



•  Mill’s solution was to promote representative democracy, with an educated electorate not making policy decisions themselves but instead choosing well-educated representatives to make decisions on their behalf. These representatives would aggregate all the demands of different individuals and parts of society to create broad consensus decisions rather than strictly following the will of the majority.
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Exam tip


John Stuart Mill’s criticisms about the ‘tyranny of the majority’ serve as a clear attack on direct democracy, especially the use of referendums in the UK and initiatives and propositions in the USA.
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Is democracy compatible with liberalism?


Locke’s view that government should only represent property-owning men and Mill’s fears about democracy raise the debate about whether liberalism and democracy are compatible, as shown in Table 1.1.




Table 1.1 Is democracy compatible with liberalism?






	Yes

	No






	Democracy enhances individualism. Individuals use the vote rationally to shape the world. Use of the vote has an educational role for the individual.

	Democracy may lead to the ‘tyranny of the majority’, especially where the people have not been educated. Universal suffrage should go hand in hand with universal education.






	Democracy through regular, free and fair elections creates government by consent, a crucial principle of traditional liberalism.

	Classical liberals wished to restrict the franchise to those with property and John Stuart Mill suggested giving more voting power to the educated.






	Democracy restricts the concentration of power. It places a limit on the state – a belief that classical liberals support.

	Representative democracy, rather than direct democracy, dilutes majority rule as the elected representatives make the decisions, not the people themselves.
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Revision activity


Define the following principles associated with classical liberalism:





•  egotistical individualism



•  negative freedom



•  harm principle



•  free-market capitalism
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Modern liberalism (late nineteenth century to the present)


Modern liberals question what is meant by liberty. This question was made particularly powerful by the rise of modern advanced societies and economies, where poverty appeared to restrict the individual’s ability to develop, grow and pursue their own version of the good life.



Positive freedom






•  Individualism was not about the freedom to allow self-seeking individuals to achieve their own pleasures but to allow the individual to flourish and grow both morally and intellectually to achieve their own individuality – developmental individualism.



•  Thomas Hill Green built on this to argue that in modern, capitalist societies, poverty and inequality should be tackled to ‘maintain the conditions without which a free exercise of human faculties is impossible’.



•  As a result, liberty needed to be redefined so it was seen no longer as absence of restraint but as positive freedom which would enable individuals to achieve their individuality.



•  This led to a revision of the role of the state, from the idea that it was a potential restriction on freedom to the idea that the state could promote freedom by protecting people from social injustice.





Enabling state





•  The concept of positive freedom sees modern liberals redefine the role of the state so that it is justified to intervene to protect freedom and individualism. This involves an extension of the role of the state.



•  The provision of a welfare state could be justified on the grounds that it provided equality of opportunity, so that all were free to flourish and develop. This would be funded by increased taxation and increased public spending.



•  Based on the work of John Maynard Keynes, it was argued that the state needed to intervene in the economy to bring about full employment and economic growth, to ensure the necessary prosperity for all to be free to pursue their version of the good life.





Social liberalism





•  Modern liberalism revises classical liberalism’s position on toleration, which aims to safeguard it by granting formal equality to all.



•  Modern liberals go further, arguing that society has discriminated against minorities. They therefore promote greater toleration and equality of opportunity, which is consistent with their view of positive freedom and the enabling state.



•  There is a key role for state intervention to discriminate in favour of groups who have suffered historical discrimination to ensure that there really is a level playing field for all.



•  Modern examples include support for same-sex marriage and the use of positive discrimination to promote real equality for women and ethnic minority groups.
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Typical mistake


Don’t confuse the socialist idea of equality based on equality of outcome, where there is an equal distribution of wealth and income, with modern liberalism. Foundational equality (the concept that all humans are born morally equal) and equality of opportunity can justify inequality based on the principle of meritocracy (the concept that social position and economic reward are based on talent and hard work) and the need to incentivise the individual.
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Now test yourself





4  Complete the following table to show some of the tensions within liberalism.









	Classical liberalism

	Modern liberalism






	Egotistical individualism

	 






	Negative freedom

	 






	Free-market capitalism

	 






	Night-watchman state

	 










5  How can Mill be considered to be a bridge between classical and modern liberalism?



6  What is the difference between self-regarding actions and other-regarding actions?





Answers online
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Key thinker


Thomas Hill Green (1836–82)


Thomas Hill Green changed the approach of liberalism towards the state and developed clear arguments for positive freedom in his Lectures on the Principles of Political Obligation (1895).





•  Freedom should not be understood in a purely negative sense. It should also be understood in a positive sense – the freedom of the individual to rise above the narrow concerns of self-interest to contribute to the common good of society by making the very best of their own unique talents and ability.



•  Positive freedom can only be achieved by removing hereditary privilege in society and tackling poverty.



•  Green argued that the state had to take a more positive role by freeing the poor from ignorance, disease, poor-quality housing and exploitation in the workplace.
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Key thinker


Betty Friedan (1921–2006)


Betty Friedan was a liberal feminist thinker who developed from a classical to a modern liberal position in relation to gender equality.





•  In The Feminine Mystique (1963), Friedan argued that the societal idea that women could find satisfaction exclusively in their roles as wife and mother left women feeling miserable and empty – ‘the problem that has no name’.



•  The idea that a woman who is a mother and a wife has no time for a career limits her development as a human.



•  Women needed to be set free by getting a good education and working productively outside the home in a full-time career. Marriage, motherhood and a professional career can all be achieved by individual effort if there is formal equality – a classical liberal approach.



•  In her book, The Second Stage (1981), Friedan moved to a more modern liberal approach. She argued that there needed to be changes to public values, social institutions and leadership styles to allow all people to achieve personal fulfilment.



•  Friedan supported an activist women’s movement to bring this about.



•  This change would include the state not just granting formal equality but actively intervening to tackle gender inequality and ensure real equality of opportunity. This may include granting state benefits to single, divorced or widowed mothers so that they had equal opportunities to compete in the job marketplace.
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Exam tip


If studying femininsm as your optional ideology, you could compare Friedan’s ideas with those of more radical feminist thinkers.
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Key thinker


John Rawls (1921–2002)


John Rawls in A Theory of Justice (1971) developed the idea of an enabling state based on the principle of equality as fairness.





•  Rawls reaffirmed the liberal idea of foundational equality, arguing that everyone should have equal rights and basic liberties. This is his overriding principle, ensuring that basic liberties cannot be infringed upon.



•  Rawls then developed the idea of the original position, which is a thought experiment where people construct the society that they would like to live in. In this construction, people would be under the ‘veil of ignorance’, so would have no idea what sort of person they would be in the new society in terms of their wealth.



•  In this context, the rational individual would choose a more socially and economically equal society, as avoiding poverty is a more powerful drive than the desire for great wealth. Therefore, an enabling state is consistent with the idea of government by consent.



•  This leads to the principle of distributive justice. This means inequalities of wealth are legitimate, as they incentivise people to work harder, but only as long as they raise the income and wealth of the least well-off.
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Exam tip


Classical liberals and neo-liberals would see distributive justice as a threat to freedom and the right to property, as it supports progressive taxation to redistribute wealth to the least well-off.
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Neo-liberalism (second half of the twentieth century to the present)


F. A. Hayek, the author of The Road to Serfdom (1944) and the most prominent neo-liberal thinker, argued that his ideas were a strand of liberalism. He criticised the ideas of the modern liberals and sought to return liberalism to its classical roots. However, neo-liberalism has been most closely associated with conservatives like Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Reagan.
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Revision activity


Define the following terms associated with modern liberalism:





•  enabling state



•  positive freedom



•  developmental individualism



•  equality of opportunity
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Neo-liberalism is also seen as conservative because it is reactionary. It aims to roll back the welfare state and Keynesian economic management to return to the minimal state and free-market capitalism of the nineteenth century.


Key ideas





•  To reapply the economic ideas of free-market capitalism and to campaign for a night-watchman state.



•  Private property and negative freedom are central to freedom and individualism. As an example, Hayek argues that without the private ownership of the press, there could be no freedom of the press.



•  The welfare state was the betrayal of individualism, in favour of the type of collectivism favoured by socialism. It involves the state placing unjustifiable restrictions on individual liberty (such as high levels of taxation). The welfare state creates a dependency culture, leading to people relying on the state rather than helping themselves.



•  Free trade, free markets and globalisation are the best drivers of economic and social progress.
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Now test yourself





7  How would:







    a)  Green


    b)  Rawls







justify the state in increasing taxation and public spending to tackle the issues of poverty and inequality in society?





Answer online
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Core ideas of liberalism


Freedom and the individual





•  Individualism is a key liberal assumption. The individual – rather than classes, races or nations – is the key basis for thinking about human nature, the state, society and the economy.



•  One the one hand, the individual is unique with their own talents and abilities, while, on the other hand, everyone is morally equal on the basis that they are all individuals. Locke argues that all individuals have natural rights to ‘life, liberty and property’.



•  As each individual is unique and equal, this places freedom as the core liberal value. Humans flourish and progress when they are given the widest possible freedom to make rational decisions, own property and establish their own beliefs, lifestyles and values.



•  This is best summed up by John Stuart Mill: ‘Over himself, over his own body and mind, the individual is sovereign.’



•  Egotistical individualism is associated with classical liberals, who see the individual as self-seeking, self-reliant and independent, and see society as no more than a loose collection of individuals. It leads individuals to cooperate with others and show self-restraint for their own self-interest, which involves living in a society of peace and harmony where their beliefs, values and lifestyle choices are respected.



•  Modern liberals have focused on developmental individualism by building on the ideas of John Stuart Mill. Thomas Hill Green argued that individuals are free when they rise above narrow self-interest to participate in a shared way of life and contribute to the common good by improving themselves.
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Exam tip


This part of the course expects you to have a broad understanding of the key ideas of political thinkers and how they have influenced the ideology’s view of human nature, the state, society and the economy. In answering exam questions, you must to refer to the key ideas of a range of political thinkers.


[image: ]





Human nature





•  Liberalism’s optimistic view of human nature emerged from the Enlightenment and opposed the religious view that humankind is imperfect and flawed, found in the concept of original sin.



•  Locke argued that humans are naturally free, equal and independent, and are not naturally under the authority of any other body or person. This means there is no need for a mighty state, like Hobbes’s Leviathan (1651), to protect people from themselves.



•  Locke’s idea that individuals should be given the widest possible freedom to act according to their will is based on their possession of reason.



•  Humans are rational and tolerant, able to understand the views of others and respect their life, liberty and possessions. Disputes and disagreements are settled through rational discussion and challenges can be overcome using reason. Hence there should be little need for violent revolution.



•  The ability of the individual to pursue their own self-interest rationally produces individual happiness as well as social progress.



•  Over time, liberal thinkers began to view this approach as being too optimistic and simplistic. It was felt that the egotistical element of human nature led to inequality, so the state needed to step in to promote equality of opportunity.



•  Both Green and Friedan argued that the state needs to intervene to tackle inequality in order to allow individuals to really be free and secure their own happiness.



•  Friedan saw that human nature, left unchecked by the state, had produced gender inequality, stopping women from achieving individual happiness.



•  Green argued that human nature was not just self-interested but rather had a social dimension, as individuals can only grow and flourish in a society where all grow and flourish.



•  Rawls argued that human nature has the capacity for toleration and mutual respect.





The state


Although individualism and capitalism are core concepts in liberalism’s view of the world, liberals argue that these principles are best supported by a certain type of state. How that state came about, what it aims to achieve and its structure and role are crucial to understanding liberalism and tensions within liberalism.




[image: ]


Exam tip


If studying anarchism as your optional political idea, contrast this view of the state with those of anarchist writers.
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•  The state is a human construction, built to ensure that the natural rights and laws of natural society are safeguarded so the individuals can flourish. Locke clearly made this point when he wrote ‘where there is no law, there is no freedom’.



•  Based on the social contract theory, the individual consents to the state while the state protects natural rights, allowing the individual to flourish. It is only rational for the individual to consent to the state while it protects those rights better than in the state of nature. When the state fails to do so, it is rational for the individual to withdraw consent and replace the government.



•  Government by consent is government from below. Through free, fair and regular elections, this consent can be given voluntarily by the people.



•  Locke argues that the state must be limited to stop the emergence of a tyrannical government that could remove natural rights. The state can be limited by constitutionalism and fragmented government.



•  Modern liberals supported universal suffrage while being concerned about the ‘tyranny of the majority’ and so have strongly emphasised constitutionalism to strengthen limits on government.



•  Mill developed Locke’s ideas, arguing that the government must only intervene where it is necessary to protect the liberties and freedoms of the individual. The state should tolerate all actions and ideas unless they violate the harm principle.



•  The state, in order to promote individualism, should be a meritocracy, allowing individuals to rise to the top as the result of their hard work and talents rather than through the hereditary principle or the artificial privilege of the aristocracy.



•  As all are born morally equal, all should receive equal opportunities to flourish and achieve happiness, and therefore success or failure is solely down to the individual.



•  Modern liberals are more positive about the state’s ability to improve people’s lives and see an expanded role for the state in helping people to help themselves.



•  Green argued that the removal of poverty – via education, public housing and public healthcare – was essential to enable individuals to achieve their full potential.



•  The role of the state was taken further by Rawls to include increased taxation and public spending to ensure that there was social justice and equality of opportunity for all.



•  The power of the government must not be arbitrary or concentrated in the hands of one person. Liberalism has traditionally promoted limited government as the ideal structure for the state, as shown in Table 1.2.







Table 1.2 The features of limited government






	Constitutionalism

	The written constitution formalises the contract between the government and the people. It clearly lays out the rules and procedures which the government must act by and enshrines the natural rights of the citizens.






	Fragmented government

	This ensures the dispersal of power rather than its concentration in the hands of one person. This is achieved by a separation of power between the executive, the legislature and the judiciary, and within the legislature through bicameralism (two Houses). Powers are shared between the institutions, creating a system of checks and balances. A further dispersal of power can be achieved by federalism, where power is shared between central and regional governments, each with their own distinct areas of jurisdiction.






	Formal equality

	All individuals are entitled to the same legal rights (all are equal before the law) and the same political rights (the right to vote). These rights are laid out in a bill of rights, allowing the judiciary to protect the rights of citizens against the decisions of the elected government.






	Rule of law

	Law is crucial to protecting natural rights and establishes the rules that everyone must obey. It applies to everyone equally, irrespective of whether they are an ordinary citizen or in the government and irrespective of their identity (gender, race, religion or class). The law’s main purpose is to protect liberty.










Society





•  The optimistic view of human nature underpins the liberal view of society.



•  Locke argued that, in the state of nature, there would be a natural society as there are natural rights such as life, liberty and possessions, and natural law which states that no one should harm another’s natural rights.



•  Natural society is built on the principle of individualism. As natural society is peaceful, the state should behave as a neutral umpire, safeguarding the natural law and natural rights found in natural society.
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